
Briefs 
a AwARo 

Jim Spears, his
tory and government 
teacher, won the Riley 
high school Teacher of 
the Year award. 

Spears has been 
teaching at Riley for 24 
years. Along with gov
ernment and history he 
has taught psychology 
and is the sponsor of the 
award winning Riley 
mock trial program. 

He will now go on 
to compete for the Cor
poration Teacher of the 
Year. 

a Fooo DRIVE 

Riley student 
council is sponsoring 
the annual mad dash for 
cans. Each year mem
bers of the student 
council go into the com
munity and collect non 
perishable food items. 

This will take 
place on Saturday De
cember 11, from 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

a NIC Awards 
Congratulations 

to the following athletes 
for making the 1st team 
NIC. 

Adria Phillips 
w as named the most 
valu able player in the 
N IC conference for vol
leyball. 

Mike Mays , 
Reggie Swanson, Troy 
And erson , and Aaron 
Bogunia made the 1st 
team for football. 

Chad Tallman 
and Je rem y Wade 
made 1st team honors 
for soccer. Tallman also 
made th e a ll distri ct 
team. 

Be n All en and 
Chr is Delgado made 
1st tea m honor s fo r 
cross country. All en 
made the all state team. 

Chewing 
Tobacco use 

in school. 
See news 

page three. 
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Tragedy Hits Home 
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Fire leaves student homeless 

ryan raven 

ALL THAT' S LEFT / A charred porcelain doll was salvaged from the fire at Teres 
King 's home on Donald Street. The doll belonged to Mrs. King 's collection . 

'1Hii,H'Hd?I 
Editor-in -Chief 

On Wedn esd ay, Decem 
ber 1, at appro ximat ely 6:45 p .m 
life for Te res King, so ph omore, 
cha nge d , fore ver. H er house 
caught fire, and was des troye d 
alon g with many possess ions. 

Ove r $90 ,000 wor th of 
damage was do ne. Most part s of 
the hou se, includ ing most of the 
first floor and Teres' bedro om, will 
have to be rebuilt. 

The fire, which started in 
the kitchen, quick ly engu lfed the 
entir e house . The whole family, 
however, was able to escap e with
ou t injur y. 

"A t the time of the fire T 
was not home. My dad was tak
ing me to dr iver 's edu cation class, 
on ly my m o m and my two 
sibb lings were home," sa id King. 

The fire wa s d iscove red 
by King's eight yea r old sister, Tif
fany, who after see ing smoke com
ing from the kitchen , yelled for her 
mom. 

"As soo n as T hear d her 
ye lling, I ran to see what was go
ing on. After see ing the smoke I 
got everyone out of the hou se," 
said Mrs. King. 

Ne ighbors ca lled the fire 
depart men t, whi ch a rri ve d bu t 
could not sa lvage mos t of th eir 
possess ions. 

"I los t all of my posses
sions, exce pt for a few th ings 
which I was able to salvage," sa id 
King. Mrs. King lost her collection 
of po rcelain dolls which she had 
collec ted for a very long time. 

The cause of the fire is cur
rent ly und er inves tigat ion . Ac
cordi ng to the fire depar tment the 
most likely cause of the fire is an 
ove r heate d pan left on the stove. 

SEE HOUSE FIRE ON PAGE TWO 

Plan: Three absences and you're out 
'1HM,H'Htlel 
Edi tor-in -Chief 

Three str ikes and yo u are 
out ; or, in the case o f the new at
tend ance policy p roposa l, three ab
sences and you're out of luck. 

At the start of this year the 
a tt end ance po licy a llowe d s tu 
dents to have two unexcuse d ab
se nces and as many excused ab
se nces as pare nt s coul d prov ide 
notes for. 

miss as many days as they wa nt 
as long as they bring a note," sa id 
Joa nn e Eng les, Eng lish teac her 
and a membe r of the Riley atte n
dance committ ee. 

Ma ny teac hers share 
Engles' se ntim ent , and be lieve 
th at the curr en t po licy is be ing 
ab used by students. 

"Many stud ents will skip 
and then br ing in a note say ing 
they were sick, and the five days 
they missed can' t count agai nst 
them . We need a better sys tem," 
said Bryan Focht, English teacher. 

M emb ers of th e a tte n 
dance committ ee are not sa tisfied 
with the way the curr ent po licy is 
wo rkin g out. 

"ln my classes stude nts are 
missing more days than they eve r 
did las t year . Students feel they can 

Engles, along w ith Beth 
Horba n, dean of stude nts, is spear
head ing the new proposa l, which 

SEE ATTENDANCE 

ON PAGE TWO 

A n ENDANCE / This is a a hypothetical example 
of what could occur if students were allowed 
to miss an unlimit ed amount of days from 
school. 

r®@1 
Ronald Dokes 

commits to Ball 
State. See sports 

page one. 

IWJ 
The best and 
worst of 99' . 

See 
centerspread. 

Bulimia 
Life is more than 
what you weigh. 

See opinion 
page one. 
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Technology in Schools 

Electronic lessons captivate students 
•tW•r®®llM 

Centerspread Editor 

It' s hard to deny that the soc iety we live in is 
one of conv enience. Comput e rs, cellula r teleph ones, 
automobil es, fax machines, e-mail , and voice mail are 
all ev idence of our hectic, not enough hour s in the 
day, ge t out -of-my-way, lifestyles. We are a genera
tion that' s short on time and eve n short er when it 
comes to attenti on spans. 

Many teachers, includin g so me at Riley, hav e 
turn ed to alte rnative methods to teach their classes. 
These methods des igned to captur e and retain the at
tenti on of their stud ents. On e of the most popular is 
using their comput ers and telev ision se ts to present 
notes to their classes . 

Teachers in the new Riley ha ve the capacit y 
to des ign prese ntations and notes on their comput er 
using a pro gram called PowerPoi11t. Distributed by 
M icrosoft, this pro gram enables teachers to create hi
tech slide shows for their stud ents. The fun begins 
when the comput ers a re hooked up to class room TVs 
so everyo ne can enjoy the show. 

Riley teachers hope this techn ology will de
crease bor edom and make class more interes ting. 

Wh en teachers spend less time teachin g the 
entir e class, they ha ve more time to p rov ide stud ents 
w ith indi vidu al instru ction. So far, th is techn ology 
has been appli ed mainly to note taking, but Foch t and 
others are loo king to expand its usage. 

"May be stud ents can use this techn ology for 
their ow n prese ntation s. For their speeches, may be. 
On e o f their visual aids cou ld be their ow n no tes on 
the screen," sa id Focht. 

34-year history teacher, James Spea rs is also 
deve lopin g more uses for the PowcrPoi11t prog ram. 
He's crea ting a slide show that includ es a ll the US 
pres idents. He hopes to compl ete the p roject in time 
to use it in his history class next yea r. 

There are, howeve r, still argum ents as to the 
app ropri ateness of this techn ology. Teenage rs today 
spend more time then ever befo re parti cipating in ac
tivities that involve comput ers and television , and 
many believe that schoo l shouldn ' t be foster ing such 
med ia. 

Oth ers believe th at the in teg ration of telev i
sion into trad itional class roo ms w ill beco me th e 
norm . 

"It's one of those thin gs that probably eve ry
one w ill ad apt to," sa id chemi stry teac h er, John 
Koellner. Brian Focht, thi rd year English teacher, impl e

mented television notes in his classes for the first tim e 
this yea r. 

"I rea lized that doing the same thin g over and 
ove r again gets boring for stud ent s. I thought this 
would be a break form the norm al thing , puttin g notes 
on the ove r-hea d or the blackboa rd, " said Focht. 

"It 's ea sie r to foll ow," said sophom ore 
Teodoro Urbin a. "I have to see it or it' s hard er for me 
to und erstand . I thin k that' s true for most people." 

Focht believes that school mu st evo lve with 
the times. 

"We' re an enterta inm ent based society, and 
not es on the blackboa rd aren' t very entertainin g. We 
kn ow that teenage rs these days are dr aw n to telev i
sion and mov ies and suc h. If we can use those medi
um s in an edu cational way, I think that's the perfect 
solution," sa id Focht. + 

Focht argues that the new techn ology benefits 
eve ryone. 

Desp ite the short trial period, Focht' s stud ents 
seem to be res pondin g well. 

" It saves me time, I no longer have to type 
my notes, print them out, and recop y them on the 
blackboar d," said Focht. 

Attendance 
Continued from Pa e one 

will limit the numb er of mi ssed 
days to thr ee rega rdless of the rea
so n . Waive rs for relig ious and 
other absences will still be g iven. 
lf a stud ent mi sses more than the 
thr ee d ays he or she w ill have to 
attend a fter schoo l credit redemp 
tion. There will be no changes to 
th e curr ent cre dit r.ed empti on 
schedul e. 

"With thi s pro pos al we 
are trying to limit the numb er of 
missed days to thr ee un avoi dable 
abse nces," sa id Horba n. 

This new pro posa l was 
p resented at the faculty mee ting 
on Nove mb e r 18, and was ex 
pected to be voted on at the sa me 
meeting, howeve r du e to the many 
qu es tions teachers had, the vote 
has been pos tponed. 

"We want everyo ne to un 
de rstand th e policy, it can only 
wor k if eve ryo ne und erstand s it 
and enfor ces it in the same man
ner, explained Eng les. 

The one obvious concern 
about thi s sys tem is th at it allows 
stud ents to skip thr ee days of class 
without hav ing to brin g in a note. 
"This is a concern, but absence and 
tru ancy are two different thin gs. If 
you are tru ant you will be dealt 
with accordin g to the stud ent code 
of condu ct," sa id Engles. Und er 
the code of condu ct tru ancy can 
land yo u af te r schoo l suspension, 
as well as out of schoo l suspen sion 
for up to five days. 

Many of the stud ent s do 
not share th e facult y's view on 
how thi s wo uld imp rove a tten
dance. 

"Peop le w ho skip now 
will continu e to skip class," sa id 
Grant Jones, juni or. 

Some stud ents ag ree that 
there is a problem with too many 
people miss ing class, but disag ree 
with the new propo sa l. 

"I think it' s wro ng how in 
thi s new pro posa l yo u only can 
miss one day for an in-tow n fu
nera l. If a close relative dies you 
have to make a ch oice to go to 
school the next day or attend credit 

-

WILDCATS 

Respond 
Policy Change 

1 . Do you believe the 
current attendance policy 
is working out. 

~ 52% ~----48% 
2. Do you agree with the 
school's decision to 
switch to the new atten
dance policy? 

~ - 25% 

~ -----75% 

3. Do you think this will 
make more students 
come to class? 

33% 

67% 

This w a s a ra ndom s ur 
vey of four different grade 
c las s e s . Total of 100 sur
veys were given with 99 
responses . 

redemption. I think that is rea lly 
un fair," said Regg ie Swanson, jun
ior. 

Th e admini s tr a tion d e
fends the new proposal, statin g that 
they are trying to make high school 
more like the real wo rld, where you 
can' t mi ss an unlimit ed numb er of 
days . 

"We as educ ato rs try to 
p repa re yo u for th e rea l wo rld . 
Thi s is anoth er way to ge t yo u 
ready. In any job you cann ot miss 
an unlimit ed numb er of days no 
ma tter th e reaso n, th at is wh a t 
should be done here," said Lauren 
Wiand , English teacher and a sup 
po rter of the new prop osa l. 

The vote on the p roposa l 
will be taken before winter vacat ion 
and if ap p rove d , the new atten
dance po licy will be in affect start
ing Janu ary 24, the beginnin g of the 
second semeste r. + 

House Fire 
Continued from page one 

The family, howeve r, offers a dif
ferent explanation . 

"The day after Thank s
giving, we starte d having electri
cal p roblems. We were not able 
to cont ac t th e landl o rd ri ght 
away, and we feel the fire sta rted 
in the wirin g," King. 

King looks back at the 
time with shock, as she remem
bers what happ ened . She is also 
grate ful to have 
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we re los t in th e fir e, from th e 
Grnnger Co1111nu11ity Church as we ll 
as many other members of the com
muni ty. 

" It is amazing how many 
people are pitchin g in to help us. 
Peop le th at we neve r kn ew are 
send ing donations and other items 
to help us," said Mrs. King. 

The family is curr ently liv
ing with King's grandm other, and 

h ope to m ove 
esca ped th e ~ 
trage dy whi ch "lllin ... .-•------------------

in to a new 
house soon . " It 
wo ul d be a 
great i f we 
could move into 
our new house 
be for e Chri s t
mas, that wo uld 

mi ght h ave "We cannot thank the community 
happ ened. enough for all they have aone. I woula like 

"I am to say that everyone shoula practice a fire 
very hurt and arill ana have a plan to escape. I haa a/
sa dd ened by ways plannea on having a fire arill but 
w h at h ap- , 
pened, but the never got arouna to ,t." ma ke a g rea t 
thin gs we los t 
we re ju st pos 
sess ions. They 
ca n be re -

-Terri King 
Resident of the house 

C hri s tm as 
p rese nt ," sa id 
Mrs. King. 

ga ined . It just 
sca res me th at if it happ ened 
while we we re asleep, we wo uld 
not have been able to escape," ex
pl ained King. 

The Riley communit y as 
well as the entire south side com
munit y, have come toge ther to 
supp or t this family in need . 

"We will take up a col
lection for the family, and a cloth
ing dr ive h as a lr eady bee n 
sta rted," sa id Michele Lodoe n, 
stu de n t coun cil adv iso r. The 
family has also recdi ved cloth
ing, food, and other items which 

The fam,, 
ily is accep tin g 

dona tions from the co mmunit y, 
which can be sent to 1310 N. Elmer, 
South Bend , IN 46628. 

Mrs. Kin g expr esse d her 
deepest thanks to the communi ty. 

"We cann ot thank the com
mu ni ty enough for all they have 
done. I wo uld like to say that ev
eryo ne should pr actice a fire drill 
and have a plan to escape. I had 
always p lanne d on hav ing a fire 
d rill but neve r got aroun d to it," 
sa id Mrs . King. + 
SEE RELATED STORY: EYE CANDY 
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Think twice before taking a dip 

DECAYING 

GUMS/ 

An anony
mous stu

dent, shown 
here, has 

placed some 
tobacco into 

his mouth, 
this is called 

a dip. This 
is illegal for 
youngsters 

underthe 
age of eigh

teen but is 
still seen 

around the 
Riley cam

pus. To
bacco is a 

harmful drug 
that causes 

cancer in 
America. 

ijffitj:1§,jij 
News Editor 

as t few yea rs, dippin g has becom e a new 

stly amon g the guys, thi s new fad has cau ght 
1any are trying it. Dipping has a coupl e of 

hat it goes by, for example; dippin g, chew
d it is sometim es called a 'chelse'. 

Dippin g is the act of placin g an amount of 
o in between the lowe r lip and gum of your 

Littl e micro scopic pi eces of fiberglass cut 
throu gh your skin le ttin g tobacco juice seep into your 
lip and gums crea ting a buz z (nicotine effec t). 

Then chewers ju st let it s it in their mouth and 
wh en the liquid build s up , they spit the liquid out 
into a can or the grou nd . 

"Peop le do n' t rea lize ho w many peo ple do thi s 
stuff. I don't see what the big d ea l is," sa id juni or, 
Ian Kollar. 

To lega lly be ab le to dip you mu st be 18 yea rs 
old. But ju s t like with cigarettes, it is incredibl y easy 
to buy and is very promin ent aro und South Bend. 
"lt s di sgusting, and not to mention a hu ge turn -off," 
sa id senior Lyndsey Frushour , abo ut guys who chew. 

Downsides to dippin g are increased chances of 
lip cancer, mouth cancer, gu m cancer, and ye llow ing 
of your tee th, and loss of them. 

"One of my close neighbors act ually had to live 
w ith ju st half of his face for 20 yea rs, befo re finally 
passin g away from the effects of mouth cancer," sa id 
Riley publica tions teache1~ Marcia Kovas . 

Early warnin g signs for prob lems in yo ur mouth 
are a sore that bleed s easi ly and does n' t hea l, a lum p 
or thi cke nin g anyw here in your mout h or neck, sore
ness or swe lling th at do esn't go away , a red p atch 
that do esn ' t go away, and troubl e chew ing, swa llow 
ing, or movin g your ton gue or jaw accord ing to the 
Am erican Acad emy of Otolaryngology off its internet 
website. 

If you we re to fall asleep wi th a 'chelse' in your 

Bryan Proven 

mouth , and you happ ened to swa llow it, you wo uld 
ine vitabl y vo mit w h atever is in yo ur s to ma ch . 
"Chewing tobacco is one of wor st thin gs out there, 
and I wish that I had never star ted this horr ible hab it," 
said junior , Chri s Howard . 

On e of the main spo rts that prom otes the chew
ing of tobacco would have to be baseball. 

"I used to watch Major League Baseball ga mes all 
the tim e when I wa s yo un ge1~ and during close up 
shot s you could see the dip protrudin g from their 
lower lips . I thought th at if they did it and they were 
cool, that if I did it, I wo uld be coo l too. Plu s T like to 
lay back and have a 'chelse' with my close friend s," 
said an anonymous senior. 

Some peop le think that chew ing tobacco tastes 
good, bu t the truth is that ve ry few people actu ally 
think that. Mos t of the people that participat e in this 
activity do it not because it tastes good, but becau se 
they need to experience the bu zz (nicotine effect ) that 
comes w ith it. 

"Chewi ng tobacco is a ve ry add ictive substance. 
It is ju st as addictiv e as ciga rettes. Long term use 
can cause many types of cancer and other probl ems," 
sa id Dr. Robert Barret, of Memor ial Hospital in Ca n
ton , Ohio. 

Chewin g tobacco cont ains many da nge rous 
chemicals. It contain s; Po loni um 210 (nu clear waste) , 
N-Nitro sa min es (ca nce r-causing ), For mald ehy de 
(emba lmin g fluid) , Nicotine (addictiv e dru g), Cad
mium (used in car batteri es ), Cya nid e, Arsenic, Ben
zene, and Lead (nerve poison). 

" T like to have an occas ional dip durin g school 
because yo u're not allowe d to smoke in school and 
you can concea l a d ip in your lower lip w ith out any
one see ing durin g you r lun ch per iod or a passin g 
period," sa id an anonymou s senior . 

Kids have told me that probab ly the main rea
son that they d ecide to do it in schoo l is that "puni sh
ment for doin g it in schoo l do es not fit the crime, it is 
not strict a t a ll." 

" If a student is cau ght doin g it or poss ess ing it 
in a Sout h Bend schoo l, on schoo l gro und s, or at 

school activities , the puni shm en t is parent al contact 
and two da ys out-of-school sus pension," said princi
pal , Geo rge McCullough . 

"The risk of gettin g caug ht for me does not com
pare to enjoy ment of ge ttin g a bu zz in schoo l," said 
an anonymous senior. 

If a student repeats thi s offenses / he w ill be sub
ject to the sa me puni shm ent as if s / he had don e it 
on ly once. At St. Jose ph 's Hosp ital, there is a tobacco 
pro gram that takes pl ace in the eveni ngs that tries to 

'' "I think it is a dis
gusting habit. Nothing 
good comes out of it and 
you arejust wasting your 
money." 

-Aaam Nevel, sophomore .,, 

help kids to kick 
th e habit of 
ma ny forms of 
to b acco. Th e 
s tud e nts ca n 
sometime s be re
fe r re d to take 
thi s pro g ra m 
r ath e r than be 
g iv en th e two 
days of susp en
sion. 

A lun ch aid e in our cafe teria h as witnesse d 
firs t hand kid s doing it in the cafeteri a . "I hav e see n 
chew on the wall in the cafeteria and the puddl es of 
sp it on the floor. Last year, the kids wo uld just leave 
their cans of spit ju st lay ing on the tab le for the kid s 
at next lunch to look at," said lun ch aid, Marty Connor. 

Drin king fou ntain s are pla ces where chew ing 
tobacco is often found . 

"Many tim es J hav e go ne to the wa ter fount ain 
to get some wa ter and when I tilt my head do wn to 
indul ge myself, there it is, a fat wad of chew in g 
tob acc o sta rin g back a t me," sa id se ni or, Jess ica 
Ma rve l. 

This is a dis gusting s ight to w itness . 
"This is a p rob lem in ou r schoo l, and we are 

going to catch the person or peopl e doing this act,"sa id 
McCullough, "We are t~king action as we speak to 
catch the peo ple." 

"I see guys wa lkin g in and aro und the campus 
of Riley, w ith big low er lip s and Powerade bottl es full 
of a bro w n liquid . l think it is a nast ier habi t than 
smokin g and they don't need to show eve rybod y," 
said an anonymou s sophomor e. 

Tobacco will always be lega l in the Un ited States 
until someon e rea lizes the harmful effects . • 

HARMFUL EFFECTS OF 
CHEWING TOBACCO 

Gum Cancer 

Lip Cancer 

Death 
• All facts from Peter J. Casano, M.D. , 

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON THE TOPIC OF DIPPING? 

Chad Tallman 
Senior 

"I think it's 
for stupid 

idiots and is 
retarded." 

Lyndsey Frushour 
Senior 

"It's disgust
ing, not to 
mention a 
huge turn-

off." 

Ian Kollar 
Junior 

"People don't 
realize how 

many people do 
this stuff. I 

don't see what 
the big deal is." 

• All photos by Bryan Proven 
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Centerspread Editor/Sports Editor 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!! It's a stateme nt made 
by millions of people eve ry January first, but this yea r, it 
holds a specia l sign ificance . The jump from the year 
1999-2000, not only marks the beginning of a new year, 
but the beginning of a new centur y and a new millen
nium. People around the wor ld are p lannin g millen
nium celebration s for December 31. Even Riley stud ents 

are planning to 'party hardy.' 
'T m planning on going to a party this 

year with my friends ," said junior , Jes us 
Rodriguez. 

Rodri guez isn't the on ly one. 
"It's my senior year, and we ' re 

the class of 2000," sa id senior, Am y Gar
ner. 'Tm goi ng to a friend' s house to 

party. " 
Whi le Riley stud ent s 

are worrying about p lannin g 
raging parties, their par ents 

are concerned abo ut their 
teenager's sa fety. Their 

main concern: und erage 
drink ers. 

"You can't just 
worry abou t New 
Year's," said Shelley 
Spark, Riley parent , 
"You have to teac h 

y o u r kid s about drinkin g, 
and h ow to make the right choices from the time 

· .they're little . I tru st my daughter . I know she' ll make 
the right choices when it comes to alcohol." 

Still, despite life long lesso ns, some teenagers 
are conv inced that the only way they can hav e fun is 
with alcohol. 

"My parent s sort of know what's going on, how
eve r, they don' t know that there may be drinkin g in
volved," said senior, Amy Garner. 

Ding y basemen t par ties aren ' t the only option 
for Sout h Bend teens th is millennium . The city of Sout h 
Bend is also hosting major parties, like the one spo n
sored by radio station, Sunn y 101.5. This bash , sched 
uled to be held at South Bend' s Union Station, is desi gned 
to provide fun for the entire family. This gala is open to 
anyon e who w ishes to purchase a ticket. There's also a 
ga therin g to be held at the Century Center. 

Other cities are celebra ting as we ll. New York 
City pla ns on sp iffing u p their famous Times Square cel
ebration with the addit ion of a new ba ll. The ball , which 
wi ll drop at midni ght to signal the star t of 2000, is be ing 

• 

1999 
built specifica lly for the millennium by Waterford (a large 
crysta l company), and is wo rth over 12 million dollars . 

The millennium hype has spawned new ways 
of celebra ting. Major cru ise lines are offeri ng crui ses 
across the international dateline , giving vacationers a 
chance to exper ience the new yea r twice. Other millen
nium fanatics are book ing round the world trips on the 
Concord. These folks, however, are few and far be
twee n . All in all, the resu lts of Y2K have n't made I\. _ 
mu ch of a dent in the trave l indu st ry. ~ 

"The holidays are always a bu sy time of 
year," sa id John Anthony , ow ner of A11tholly Travel. 
"This year is a little bu sier than normal , bu t not as 
busy as expec ted." 

Accord ing to Anth ony, it's not the new, radi 
cal de stinations that are drawin g parti ers, but the same 
tim eless des tinat ions. 

"Peop le are intere sted in warm climates this 
time of year," report ed An thony. 

Giant ba lls, fami ly ga theri ngs, and date line 
cruises will all be a part of the New Year's celebrat ion, a 
far cry from New Year's 100 years ago. Accord ing to so-
cial studies teacher, Jame s Spears , the world has come a _____ .,. 
long way since the ringing in of 1900. At the end of the 
las t cen tury, Americans celeb rated with bon fires and 
chu rch services. ( 

Still, whatever yo ur plans for New Year's, be i 
alcoho l with five friends in a basement, or a millio n 
person bash in Times Square, there's only one thin g that 
can be said abo ut th is new year : it' s finally tim e to 
'PARTY LIKE IT'S 1999!!' + 

~ 

Think before you drink 
drunk driving statistics 

Teenagers age 15-20 compose 6.7% of 
the total driving population 

21 % of fatal crashes involving teenagers 
were caused by underage drinkers. 

2/3 of teenagers killed in motor vehicle 
crashes are males 

41 percent of fatal crashes involving 
teenagers are single car crashes 

65 percent of teen passenger deaths 
occur when another 

In the last decade 68,000 teens have died 
in car crashes. 

I 
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Centerspread Editor 

With over 600 computers , 13 computer labs, a 
TV production studio , and a distance learn ing lab, it 
seems that Riley has entered th e era of technolo gy. 
George McCullough, princip al, calls Riley a virtual high 
schoo l. 

"We have the capabi lities to pull in information 
from anyw here in the world , and that 's what we mean 
by virtua l high school," said McCullou gh. "I don 't think 

the stud ent s re-

'' "Most of the YZK problems are 
· going to be causea by the 
people who are really afraia 
of YZK. By trying to prevent 
certain problems, people are 
going to cause even more." 

6 Dale Swafford, 
Art Teacher 

H 

alize it, but we 
are on the cut
ting edge ." 

Howe ve r, there 
are some trad e
offs to being a 
cuttin g edge 
sc hool. With 
hi gh -tech hi g h 
sc ho o ls, come 
high-tech prob 
lems, probl ems 
such as the Y2K 
computer bu g. 

Just the phra se Y2K strikes terror in the heart s 
of comput er obsessed Americans everyw here. The mer e 
suggestion of a computer shut-down conjures up im
ages of riot s, financi al crashes , and nucl ear weapons fir
ing at will. Still, some be lieve that Y2K is much ad ieu 
about nothing . 

"Most of the Y2K problems are going to be 
caused by the peopl e who are really afraid of Y2K. By 
trying to prevent certain probl ems, people are going to 
cause eve n mor e," said art teacher, Dale Swafford . 

Despit e the controversy , man y are takin g the 
'better safe than sorry' appro ach to Y2K. The gover nment , 
priva te industr y, and even priva te citizens are speedily 
stuffin g the wall ets of comput er techs aro und the globe, 
prot ectin g their belove d machin es from the comput er 
bug of the century, but is Riley ready for the new mil
lennium? 

Mary Chris Adams, curriculum facilitator for 
South Bend Communit y Schoo l Corp orat ion is leadin g 
the cha rge to make sur e that all SBCSC comput ers will 
survi ve the new year. 

"All of the instructional computers and other 
instruction al equipm ent at Riley are prep ared for the 
year 2000. The equipm ent at other schools necessary 
for instru ction is Y2K compli an t," assu red Ada ms. The 
project bega n in 1997, and is still in pro gress. The first 
step was pur chasing new, compliant computers and soft
ware. 

tienter 

• 

7 
• 

The fact fnat6 00 new computers were pur chased 
for the new Riley gave the school a step up on the yea r 
2000. 

"When all o f the equipment was purcha sed for 
Riley, the vendo rs were requ ired to ver ify Y2K comp li
ancy," said Adams . 

Despite the benefits of ne w equipment , high
tech problems did come into p lay. Accordin g to Adams , 
the extensive networ kin g sys tems at Riley requir ed the 
corpora tion to do extra tes ting to assure th at all sys tems 
were compli ant. 

Adams and her team wi ll be wor king up until 
the end to make sure Riley is ready. There are corpora
tion comput er tests schedul ed as late as December 20, to 
eliminat e probl ems. 

Even with all the precaution s taken by Riley and 
SBCSC, no one can guarante e that the yea r 2000 won ' t 
cau se comput er difficultie s. Con sequentl y, the corp ora
tion ha s deve loped a policy to deal with possible p rob
lems. 

"There will be a notice sent out to all bui ld ings 
with d irections on what to do it they think they have 
problems du e to Y2K," said Adam s. + 
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AJ'nda 
By 
Aiaz 
Chaudh 

Taking AP classes pays 
off in cash 

ation is somethin g public school 
nt s take for granted. Each year the tax 

' y for our schoo ls not our par ents. 
gs, howeve r, change after high 

ol is over and the rea l wo rld beg ins. 
ept for a very small numb er of athl etes 
an eve n smaller numb er of peo ple who 

receive full acad emic scholarship s, college 
is not close to being free. 

With the yea rly cos ts rang ing anyw here 
from $11,000 per yea r for a state schoo l such 
as ru to a lmost $30,000 for pri vate colleges 
such as Notre Dame, college becomes an 
in ves tm ent , no t a chore . With co llege 

classes cos tin g hundr eds of dollars 
eac h, many s tud ent s sta rt to 

pond er if they should have 
taken tougher classes in high 
school, when they were free. 

Studi es d one by TIME 
magaz ine show that stud ents 
who cha llenge th emse lves in 

h i g h schoo l by taking tougher classes 
have a much higher chance of gra du ating 
from college, than those wh o take the easy 
road . This is du e to the fact that in high 
school an ave rage class consists of less then 
30 stud ents, while in colleges, classes can be 
ve ry la rge a nd so m etim es reach into 
hundr eds of stud ents per class . This makes 
indi vidu al attenti on all but imp oss ible. 

Eve n thou gh all publi c schools in the 
South Bend Co11111111nity School Corporation 
offer honors and adv anced classes, less than 
25 percent of the peo ple actually take them. 

The counse lors and teachers make an 
effort to move kid s that are do ing we ll in 
reg ular classes up to a mor e difficult level. 
" [t's a tea m effort, the teachers inform us 
about stud ents they feel need to be moved 
up , and we encou rage the stud ent to make 
the change," sa id Beth Gav in, coun selor. 

Takin g AP classes in high schoo l can pay 
o ff in cash . Most colleges across the nation 
allow stud ents to skip bas ic classes if they 
take the AP exam and do we ll. If yo u were 
to take an AP class and the AP exa m in the 
follow ing subjects, math, English, biology, 
chemistry, history, foreign language, and do 
w e ll eno ug h to mi ss ju s t o ne co llege 
se m es t e r out of eac h, a t $300 

ju s t in 
tui tior. 
cos ts. 

Thi s is 
so m ethin g s tud ent s 
mu s t rea li ze ear ly in th e ir 
acade mic career. I don' t su gges t that 
everyo ne beco me a boo k wo rm and not 
enjoy hi gh sc hoo l soc ially, they should 
howeve r challenge themselves while they 
are in high schoo l. Stud ents need to take 
adv antage of the free edu cation o ffered to 
them. Afte r all, high school is the only time 
in their lives they will ge t it. + 
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DRIVING 

HOME/ 

Tom 
Stewart, 
sopho
more, 
who 
recently 
became 
a driver, 
gets 
ready to 
go 
home. 

New drivers feel restricted 

Gettin g your li ce nse is 
p ro babl y o ne of th e coo les t 
thin gs in a teenage r 's life. I am 
fifteen and I cann ot wa it to ge t 
behind the wheel all by myse lf 
without the sup ervision of my 
mom or dad . 

So m e adult s fee l th at 
tee nagers are no t ma tu re 
enou gh to handl e th e 
responsibility of dri ving. I do 
ag ree th a t a min o rit y of 
teenage rs do not need to be on 
th e road, but why puni sh the 
majori ty? 

Limitin g teenage dri ving has 
already beg un . Two yea rs ago, 
it was decided th at tee nage rs 
wo uld be give n p robationary 
licenses . A pro bationary license 
pro hibits anyo ne und er the age 
o f e ight ee n to h ave a nyo ne 
und er 21 with them in their car 

for thr ee month s. 
I und e rs tand w here th e 

legislation is comin g from. They 
are try ing to ensure the safe ty o f 
youn g adult s dri ving. But if 
they were capable enough to get 
a license, then why should they 
be denied hav ing peop le in their 
car with them? 

Mos t likely, a rap ist o r 
mu gger is not going to confront 
a g rou p of thr ee or four girls . 
But he or she is go ing to go after 
a yo un g g irl o r g uy a lo ne . 
Especially at night. 

Rece ntl y, the re was a 
seg ment on WNOU Clrnnnel 16 
News on the da nge rs of tee ns 
behind the wheel. They p laced 
a camera in the car of a willing 
teenage g irl. The camera caught 
eve rythin g she did . 

How fair is it to deg rad e 
teenagers for not concen trating 
on the roa d at all times when 
ad ult s do th e sa me thin g? I 

WHAT WE 

Think 

cann ot eve n count how many 
times I have been in the car with 
an ad ult and they have tried to 
get so met hin g from th e back 
sea t. 

Tru e, adult s have mo re 
ex per ien ce dri v in g t h an 
teenagers , but my d rive r 's ed 
instru ctor alw ays told me, "An 
accident cnr, happen in the blink of 
nn eye." 

There have been rumors that 
a new law may be enforced that 
does not allow peo ple und er the 
age of 18 to even be able to get a 
d river's license. 

For tun ately, there has been 
no move towa rds makin g that a 
law. 

Th e re a re a numb er of 
reckless teen d rivers on the road, 
but the re are a lso a countl ess 
a mo unt of rec kl ess ad ult 
dri vers. We sh o uld n o t be 
puni shed for making the sa me 
mistakes that adult s do. + 

SAT class needed 
SAT's h ave beco m e 

synonymous with the wor d 
college . Eve ryo ne who 
wa nt s to go to 
college mu st take 
eith er the SAT or 
th e ACT for 
ent rance. The scores 
yo u ge t o n these 
exa ms ca n a lso 
deter min e if yo u ge t 
any scholarship money 
or not. 

With th e SATs 
we ighin g so heavi ly on 
your edu ca ti on, th e 
sc hoo l a nd th e 
ad min stration need to look 
at a way of g ivin g Riley 
stud ents an edge. 

The simp les t way to do 
thi s is to o ffer a n SAT 
prepara tion class, in which 
stud ents learn how to take the 

SAT. The College Bonrd 
(makers of th e SAT) admi t 
th at the people w ho know 
how to take the test do much 
bette r th an those who have 
had no adv ice. Eve n though 
they offer books on how to 
take th e SAT, that ca nn o t 
su pp lem ent in d iv id ual 
attention. 

Ever since the !STEP has 
beco m e a grad u a tio n 
requir ement, the math and 
English depar tments have 
o ffe red prepa ra ti on 
co u rses du rin g th e 
summ e r and a fte r 
schoo l. These cour ses 
have he lped m a ny 
stu de nts score higher. 

Thi s type of 
tut or in g nee d s to be 

do ne fo r th e SAT to g ive 
stud ents the best chance . + 
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Visiting the toilet gods; a personal story 

'' "Anti that's 
when/matte 
one of the 
dumbest 
decisions of 
mytife:I 
woultteat 
anti then 
throw up ... I 
woultlfeel 
like such a 
Pi!Z but 
when/ 
threwu~ I 
felt like I 
coultt tto 
anything. '' 

~ 

G·Mii=H11\11Mti 
Guest Writer 

uess it all start ed the summ er 
efore eighth grade. I left my house 
n a Sund ay to go to ca mp 

weighing 115 pound s, and I came 
l:?ack on a Frid ay we ighin g 105 
pound s . I didn't know how it 
happ ened, but it did. I didn't really 
notice until the size five shor ts I had 
borrow ed from a friend to wear 
home were sagg ing on me. 

The next week was my birthda y 
and I went to the mall with a few 
friend s to spend m y mone y. I 
pull ed a size seven jeans off the rack 
and end ed up ha ving to put it and 
the next size five back . I was so 
excited! 

I've alw ays had this fixation 
with my legs. Peo ple used to make 
fun of me wh en I was yo unge r and 
ca ll me 'c/11111ky.' I would run home 
from our loca l pool crying to my 
mom about hatin g my body and 
hatin g her for g iving me her genes ! 
But I remember the feeling I had 
when I fit into those size three jeans. 
It was exc it em ent and joy and 
happine ss all mixed into one, and 
for once I could look in the mirr or 
a nd ac tu a lly foc us o n my legs 
w ith out wan tin g to curl int o the 
corn er of the dr ess ing room and 
never come out. 

And peo ple star ted to notice! 
My next door neighbor loo ked 

a t me one d ay an d sa id "Wow ! 
You'v e los t we ight haven 't you?!" 
I felt so goo d about myse lf that I 
could hard ly keep from bur sting. I 
could finally go to the poo l or the 
beach without fee ling insecure, and 
I could wear shor ts that didn 't hang 
all the wa y to my kn ees ! 

I bega n to have thi s confid ence 
abo ut me that I cou ld do anythin g 
and be anyo ne that I want ed. 

I go t co mp lim ent s from 
eve rybody that summ er, and I was 
read y to ·go back to Jack son with a 

new attitude and a new way of 
seeing myse lf. 

And then school started, and 
my we igh t increase d while my self 
esteem plummet ed. 

I didn ' t notic e it at first. The 
weig ht kind of crept up on me 
gra du ally. On e day it wou ld be a 
h alf of a pound and the next it 
wou ld be anoth er half. Then all of 
a sudd en I stepp ed on the scale one 
da y and started to freak out! My 
weight was peaking to 110 pound s! 
My eyes were fixed to the scale and 
I rememb er screa min g and crying 
to my mom about how I was going 
to ge t fat and that people weren ' t 
going to like me anymore! 

She told me I was crazy and that 
I needed to stay off the scale. I had 
nothin g to worry about until my 
clothe s started to fit tighter. But I 
didn ' t believe her. I also hadn't 
not iced that I was grow ing too. I 
grew at least tw o inches betw een 
the beg inning of that summer and 
Nov emb er, which mea nt I was 
supposed to gain we ight. But I 
didn ' t know that. 

It was scary for me. I didn 't 
want to go back to being insecure 
about m y bod y and a lw ays 
wond ering if people were lookin g 
at my legs and laughin g. 

I didn ' t know what to do! I 
kn ew I hat ed runnin g, so 
exerc ising was out of the ques tion. 
My mom wo uldn ' t let me drink 
th ose Slim Fast sh akes, so that 
opti on went out the wind ow! And 
then I go t it! I just wouldn ' t eat for 
aw hil e. I had reme mb ered on e 
time wh en I had strep thro at and I 
couldn ' t ea t for a few days, and 
how I had lost about five pound s. 
But the starv ing approac h didn ' t 
last too long. I love food so it was 
hard to cont rol cravi ngs, and the 
weight I did lose was just wat er so 
I wa s thirsty all the time. 

And that 's when I mad e one of 
the dumb est decis ions of my life: I 

Editor 
.. 

[;J Unfair Absences 

Dear Editor: 
I am very upset about the fact that 

we only have three days of 
unexcused absences. If you miss 
three days then you don't get any 
credit. If we go back to six days, it 
would be much better. 

If you are very sick , or out of town 
for a few days, it really doesn't hurt 
you . Since it's only three days you 
can't do these kinds of things. 

Some of the smartest people don't 
get grades because of only three 
days absence. 

I think it would be a lot better if 
we went back to six unexcused 
absences . 

r=~ 
Jesse Bragg 

[;J Mouse Traps 

Dear Editor : 
My problem is that I have seen a 

mouse. It came from behind the 
vending machines on the first floor. 

I think there should be some 
mouse traps placed around the 
school to kill the mice. 

It would work because it would 
get rid of all the mice around the 
school. Someone needs to do 
something about these mice, 
because right now they are running 
all over. 

The school probably hasn't laid 
down any traps yet , but they should 
soon. 

Sincerely, 

2.f "AdR Q Otya _ 

Freda Alford 

' .. 

, 

I 
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I 

' , 

Shane Johnson 

wou ld ea t and then throw up . I 
beca m e bulimi c for about th ree 
months. I wo uld ea t anyJ:hing I 
wa nted, and it was so easy just to 
stick my finge r down my thro at 
afterwar d . I wo uld feel like such a 
pig, but when I thr ew up , I felt like 
I could do an ythin g. 

My we ight we nt back dow n to 
105, and it eve n go t close to 100 
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pounds for awh ile. But then my 
th roa t bega n to hurt all the tim e 
and I got strep throat a few times. 

Then one night in November, 
my mom came home and heard me 
th row ing up . Busted! 

All I remember about my dad 
was him being mad . Not at me, but 
m ay be a t him self. Or 
d isappo inted . The fam ily decis ion 
(bas ically my mom 's and dad 's) 
was for me to go see a therap ist. I 
was so scared . I mean , how could 
somebo dy who didn ' t eve n know 
me be able to help me? But it was 
either that or keep doing it and hurt 
my bod y, or even worse , die. So I 
wen t. Marge was nice and all, but 
she didn ' t rea lly get to the bo ttom 
of my probl em. 

My mom eve n thr eaten ed to 
take me off the bas ketba ll team if I 
didn ' t stop, but that didn ' t even 
see m that imp orta nt anymore . 

What really hit home for me was 
telling my best friend Lauren. She 
just sa t there on the ph one and let 
me cry. She told me that I was a 
beautiful person, no matter what 
size I was. I wanted to stop because 
I rea lized that peop le liked me for 
who I was, not the size I could fit 
into . 

Now I we igh abo ut 107 pound s, 
and I'm a mu ch happ ier person. I 
ca n go to th e ma ll and try on 
clothes with out feeling bad , and I 
can still wea r bathin g suit s w ith as 
mu ch confidence as I used to have . 
I eat wha t I wa nt and stay off the 
scale! I sw im, which is a great way 
to exerc ise, and I eat a lot mor e 
fruit s and vegeta bles. The re are so 
man y more thin gs imp or tant to me 
now than my we ight. 

My advice to anyon e who has 
thi s prob lem: let your fam ily help 
you. Let them be there for you , and 
make yo ur p rio rities higher than 
your jean size. + 
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Students speak out on: Marijuana 

C 
0 

Grow up to get pot legalized 
~ Yes, marijuana should be 
legalized . The government has 
no right to make decisions for 
the American public. They don't 
need to protect people from 
themselves . And there are also 
so many benefits. 

1@1:/.j,,j@ffi 
Staff Reporter 

Suppose we lega lize pot. Let's be rational and 
seriously think about the dru g marijuana bein g legal 
ized. First and foremost, why is 
pot illega l? 

The government would 
have you believe a refer madn ess 
s itu at ion. Pot doesn ' t debase 
your moral fiber in any fashion. 
If one looks hard at the drug war, 
it beco mes a weak attempt to per
suad e American people that basi
cally, they can't mak e decisions for 
themse lves. 

The government tried to 
take away alcohol with prohibition 
in 1920, whil e the Mafia took full ad
va nt age of thi s new optio n to make 
cash ga lore. At the tim e, it wa sn't a 
soc ia l lacking to come hom e or be in 
a public plac e hav ing had a littl e too 
much to drink. Even on lunch breaks 
peo ple were able to knock back a few 
martini s without thou ght of repercu s
sions. 

Thi s provided a rabid d emand 
for boo ze . Bootlegg ing went on until 
it was causing blood baths in the d ow ntow n areas of 
major cities. 

Prohibition was go tten rid of in 1933, and thin gs 
en fine since then. We are glu ttons who bask 
ea Ith and grea tness, and God forbid if a ll dru gs 

ega lly put into the greedy palms of America. It 
d be a catastrophe if anyb od y cou ld get high and 

ur go vernm ent' s conse nt! You know , since we 
perfect country and a ll! 

What really should keep yo u from making a bad 
decision? You r ow n backbon e! The government fee ls 
it mu st protect you from yourself , and that simp ly isn ' t 
true. It's not the government's job to regu late people' s 
personal cho ices. 

What we really need to do is prov e that we can 
be responsible with dru gs like mariju ana. But peo ple 
are going to do it anyway , legal or not. It' s like telling 
a kid not to take that cookie before dinner. He 's go
ing to do it anyway because it' s hum an natur e to break 
the rul es. 

And other countri es see m to be ab le to handl e it 
just fine . 

Polish exchan ge stude nt , Mareck Nowako wsk i, 
sa id, "Wher e I come from , it is lega l. So I guess it 

should be lega lized in America too." 
He sa id th at hi s countr y's laws are 

pr etty much the same across Europ e. In 
Poland , it is lega l to smok e, poss ess, and 
g row mariju ana. But it is illegal to sell 
dru gs . This impli es that anythin g that 
is considered a dru g is lega l in Poland . 

And is Europ e overrun wi th 
cr im e a nd d ege n e ra tes running 
around high and crazily drunken? 

"Not rea lly. Most of the cr ime 
in Po land I hea r about are car thefts, 
but nothing like a dea ler being shot 
for his coca ine," he said. 

11111~~~1~~1111111 
'l I z. . .. 

"It 's totally relaxed. No one 
really cares , as long as you are re
spon sible. You ca n get beer at 
McDonald's and in the movi e the
aters , and when you do drink , 
you ju st never drive. We take the 
bu s or ge t a cab becau se it's a ll 
about responsibilit y." 

~.,. So how do we so lve thi s is-
_.. su e? To be hon es t, I don ' t see 

Camribus sativa being lega lized anytim e soo n. T think 
what we need to cha nge is the fallacy that pot is so me 
wild mind-b endin g dru g. First off, marijua na should 
be lega l for it' s medical proper ties. A recent look into 
mariju ana's medi cinal prop erti es has pro ved that us
ing marijuana medicinally di agnosed by a doctor can 
be ve ry therap euti c. 

So basically , marijuan a is ready for America , but 
I am not sur e that America is ready for marijuana. + 

Marijuana: Not what America needs 
Ji:/ve have enough problems 

in this country, and we don 't 
need to make marijuana a top 
priority. It may have some ben
efits, but the problems associ
ated with drugs are much 
greater. 

ii-1,,MM,f 1/·frml 
Sports Editor 

With illega l use of mar ijuan a skyrocket ing 
throu ghout the nation the debat e about lega l
iz ing marijuana continu es to be a hot topi c. 
I am aga inst lega lizing thi s harmful dru g. 

In Ca lifornia doctors can prescribe 
ma rijuana to patient s with painful and 
eve ntu ally fatal condition s. Even thi s 
is not acceptab le . Th is is like fightin g 
a los ing battle. 

How do yo u decide who needs 
marijuana and who doesn' t? There are 
plenty of pa in medications ava ilable to 
d octor s to pr escr ibe. There is no need 
for another one, one that is illega l, ex
tremely addi ctive, and very har mful. 

Mar ijuana impairs jud gment, low 
ers sex driv e and lowers sper m count. I don't 
be lieve it should be lega lized for these reaso ns. 

There is also the prob lem of what hap pens after 
a patient beco mes immun e to the effects of mar ijuana. 
After the Civil War, morphin e addic tions were high 
because mor phin e was used as a pa in ki ller for injur ed 
soldiers. Doctors tried a new dru g to help ease the 
addi ctions. This new dru g was hero in. 

Little did they know what the effects of hero in 
were . What wi ll the doc tors use to cur e marijuana 
addicti ons? Cocaine? Crack? 

Maybe they' ll use another dru g that has yet to 
be di scovere d that has far more probl ems than mari
juana . 

There wi ll be more car accident s related to mari
ju ana than to alcohol. 

"Marijuana has similar effects as alcohol on dri v
ers," sa id Sergea nt John Floyd, Riley securit y gu ard 
and poli ce officer. 

"It also gives the user a differe nt type of high 
than alcohol. H owever it can be more dang erous than 
alco hol," sa id Floyd . 

Mar ijuana has a negative effect on 
peop le's reflexes . It tend s to make 

people go in s low motion eve n 
though they think that they are 

go ing at regular speed. 
"T here is a fear of 

m arijuan a ca usin g mor e 
cancer than ciga rettes . It 
has nea rly 20 percent more 
tar than do cigare ttes," sa id 
Kevin Large a sub stan ce 
abuse counselor at Quie t 
Care which is in Madison 

Center. 
Marijuana has a higher 

concen trat ion of tar. 
"Cigarettes ha ve ni co tin e 

which mak es it addictive. Marijuana 
doesn ' t have nicotin e. People take mar ijuana be

cause they think they ph ys ica lly need it . 
The prob lems of lega liz ing an illega l d ru g are 

obv ious. Prob lems that wi ll ar ise from lega lizing mar i
juana are too num ero us to list. It is not a good idea. It 
is also one that is doom ed to fail. + 

WHAT YOU 

Think 
ABOUT 

MARIJUANA 

Will Campbell 

"Yes, I think mari
juana should definitely 
be legalized. It has so 
many medical benefits, 
and it's good for people 
with diseases like cancer 
and stuff. It should be 
allowed in this country 
legally."' 

Renee Chapman 

"1 think marijuana 
should be legalized at 
21 because that's the 
legal drinking age, ana 
marijuana has the same 
effects as alcohol. 
People should get to 
choose what they put in 
their own body" 

Takahino Ito 
Junior 

" I don 't think it 
should be legalized be
cause it's really baa for 
the body." 
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Hard work and dedication 

Captain commits to Ball State 
POWER PLAYi 

Senior 
captain, 
Ronald 
Dokes, 

taking it 
strong to the 

basket 
brings the 

thunder 
during 

practice. 
Next 

season, 
Dokes will 
contribute 
to the Ball 
State front 

court. 
His focus 
this year, 

however, is 
to lead 

Riley past 
the first 

round of 
sectionals 

for the 
first time 

since 
Coach 

Tom 
DeBaets 

arrived 
two years 

ago. 

f itMDQM,i·J 
Senior Staff Reporter 

Sen ior Ron Dokes's parents had no idea that 
he was going to be 6'8" wh en he was grow ing up . 
Ron' s father is a nice 6'2" and his moth er stand s at 
5'8" . 

"T didn't know that he was going to be that 
ta ll," commented Ron ald Dokes, the father. "He is 

st ill grow ing. At his las t doctor 's appointment we 
were told he should ge t up to 6'10", 6'11"." 

Ron and his height are now committ ed to play 
basketball at Ball State. Ball State is a di vision one 
school and participates in the Midatlantic Conference 
(MAC). Dokes was recruited by seve ral other MAC 
scho ols like Ohio, Bradle y, North ern Illinois , and 
South ern Illin ois. 

Tho se four teams along with Ball Sta te have 
competed in the NCAA tou rn ament of 64 and the 

po stseaso n NIT. Oth er schools that show ed Ron at
tention were Nebraska , Central Michigan , and Dokes 
received a letter from Auburn , a team ranked in the 
country 's top five. 

Wh y did Ron go with Ball State? 
"T like head coach Red McCullom . I like the 

way they handl e their big men there. I know a lot of 
the players and went to a lot of the games last year. 
Wh en T visited the campus it felt like home ," explained 
Dokes. 

"I chose Ball State so peop le can still hea r 
about me back at home . Games come on televi sion 
and Ball State is talked about in the papers. I don 't 
want any rum ors going on about me like I didn ' t make 
the grade , or that I flunk ed off the tea m," said Dokes. 

If yo u attend a Riley ba sketball game you 
can ' t help but notice the pre sence of Ron's father . He 
is a voca l fan who is a regu lar at ever y one of Ron 's 
games. He hopes to continue that trend durin g Ron 's 
college career. 

"Unless my van breaks down or the weather 's 
poor , I plan to mak e all the trip s poss ible to as many 
games as I can ," commented the older Dok es. . 

The recruiting proc ess was one of the excit
ing exper iences that Dokes, his fami ly, and Riley head 
coach Tom DeBaets exper ienced this past yea r. 

"Wh en Ron was being recruited it was a ner
vous and exciti ng exper ience. Getting home and see
ing all the letters we go t in the mail from colleges was 
fun. 1 think Jam go ing to keep them all in a box and 
keep them for a while," sa id Ron 's father. 

" It was very fun for me when I was being re
cruit ed. All the letter s I received and the coaches v is
iting my house. Now I can' t wait to get down to Ball 
State," sa id Ron. 

"I must ha ve receiv ed a hundred calls regar d
ing Ron ," added DeBaets . 

When Ron arrives at Ball State he want s to 
play. He doesn't want to sit out a season . 

"As a freshman I want to play. I do not wa nt 
to be red-shirted and sit out a seaso n," said Ron. 

Does Dokes hav e the abilities to contr ibut e 
as a freshm an? 

"I was real hon es t with coaches when the y 
called and asked about Ron. T told Ball State he cou ld 
be a contributor his freshmen season , and a top playe r 
by his juni or year," sa id DeBaets. 

Ron has had a lot of mentor s over his career 
to help him ge t to this point in his basketball career . 

"My dad was the person that go t me int er
ested in the game . He bo ught me my first basketba ll 
hoop. He used to rebound for me whi le I shot. He 
used to work with me on my post mo ves. I owe a lot 
to him ," stated Ron. 

Dokes 's game started to d eve lop when he 
reached the high-school leve l. Hi s first coaches in 
high -schoo l were Bob Berger and Ty Lax. 

"Since I was on junior va rsity my freshman 
yea r, I didn't really work with coach Berger. I did learn 
from him thou gh. T at tended vars ity pra ctices and 

SEE DOKES ON 
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Creatine: Are Riley athletes cheating in the race for muscle? 

W®tGX!fiiM 
Staff Writer 

Every ath lete has to compete, whether it is 
against themse lves, othe r tea mmat es, o r aga inst the 
other tea m. Comp etition can lead these athletes to do 
thin gs they normally wou ld not do. Taking physical ly 
enhan cing drugs, such as creatine, is one thin g they 
do to improv e their pe rformanc e. 

"T took creat ine to help my legs ge t bigge r. I 
wa s 16 when I started, sa id Dave St. C lair, freshm an 
in college. 

What is creatine you ask? Does it really work? 
Crea tine pho sph ate is found in meat and fish 

and is produced natur ally in the body by the kidn eys, 
liver, and the pancr eas . Taking five to 20 grams a day, 
it can increase mu scle crea tine and enh ance anaerob ic 
activit y or shor t-ter m exerc ise. Tt is used mostly by 
weight lifters, track and field athletes (most ly throwers 
and spr inte rs), and footba ll play ers. . 

Crea tine helps maintain the ATP (ad enosme 
tripho sph a te) leve l during workouts. ATP is the 

amou nt of stor ed energy in the body that is ready to 
be used . This allows for the athlete not to feel the 
burn. It also increases protein synth es is and has an 
aero bic effect on muscular tissu e. 

"Crea tin e helped me out a lot. It made me 
ge t bigge r in a short er amount of tim e and a lot 
stro nger. It makes you fee l ten feet ta ll and bul let 
proof, " sa id Chris Unrue, weight lifter. 

" Creatine can help yo u ge t bi gge r and 
stro nger. But I think it is mor e psyc hological than 
anythin g. They take the creat ine and they think it wi ll 
help, so they work out harder. It does s low down 
ath letes who play in speed oriented sports," sa id John 
Coddington, ph ys ical therapist at Quest Therapy. 

Since creat ine is a new dru g, the long ter m 
side effects are not known at this point. Most major 
prof ess ion al sports allow athl etes to use crea tine at 
their own risk. The side effects that are given right 
now are minor thin gs such as muscl e cramping , thirst , 
wei ght ga in, and hea t in toleranc e. Mos t ath letes who 
take it are loo king to gain weight anyway. Long term 
damage to the hear t and kidneys remain a concern . 
People who take it should drink extra water , but that 
is the on ly known difference . 

any side effect when I took 

eatine is unnece ssa ry to ge t bigge r 
un person is afraid of h ard work , sa id 
Co gton . Some peop le who hav e injuri es take it 
to get stronger and not hav e to wo y about hurtin g 
them selves again by overexertin mselves . 

"Some a thl etes thi 
necessary. I don 't thin 
achieved through __.._._ ,.-
Also, the side 
If someb 
should talk ~th 

It sho 
suppl ement , not ru 
guara nteed . 

Since the FDA al 
supp I emen ts, consttllerllilli!lifOd!'bt!'\"V•* 
products for which 
scientifica lly proven. 

• 
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Grapplers in action: New coach, center-stage 
f iiMJ1MMd·I 

Senior St aff Reporter 

ng see ms to be the theme around the 
e pa rtment. Anot her tea m on the move 

1e wres tlin g tea m. The wildc at grappl ers 
ro ugh a di smal seaso n last year (6-17). 
many- off- the mat distra ctions as we ll. 

ie f of this rebui ldin g pow -wow will be 
tw as a stud wres tle r back in his da y at 

Mishawa ka . He ow ned a caree r reco rd of 49-3 and 
we nt on to w res tle at Co ncord ia Co llege, a Division 3 
schoo l w here he was a two year captain. Thi s is his 
first hea d coachi ng job. Riley's excellen t facilities are 
one o f the ma in reaso ns tha t Fla tt ca me here. 

"T he fac iliti es he re a re tre mend o us. Th e 
weightro om and wr es tlin g room are exce llent. With 
the size of the wrest lin g room we can have everyo ne 
pr ac ticing a t the sa me tim e ins tead of in shift s," sa id 
Flatt. 

Fla tt' s coac hin g phil osop hy is simpl e. Lea rn 
ten moves exce llentl y. 

"On this leve l (hi gh-schoo l) I fee l that if you 
know ten mo ves 

'' '7he facilities here are 
tremenaous. The weight 
room ana wrestling room 
are excellent. With the size 
of the wrestling room we 
can have everyone practic
ing at the same time in
steaa of in shi~s." 

exce llentl y yo u 
wi ll b e 
successf ul ," sa id 
Flatt. 

It wi ll 
es pecially be the 
li g ht w e ig ht 's 
responsibi lity to 
learn ten moves . 
The weaker part 
of the tea m ha s 
to get s t ro n ger 

- -Bill Flatt for the wildcats 
Head Coach to be 

AA co m pet iti v e . -----------• ;,.•7• Th e s ix w e ig ht 
c lasses, 103 

po und s to 135 pounds, is very inexper ienced . Those 
six wre s tle rs have combin ed for only nin e varsity 
w ins. A po sitive for the lightw eight s is sophom ore, 
Brando n Sand efer. Sand efet~ who parti cipated in the 
Nor thw ood Jnvita tional, went 5-0 and too k first place . 

Th ere are thr ee middl e weig ht classes. The 
wi ldcats feat ur e a n unpro ve n but dece nt lin eup . 
Leadin g the way is jimi or, Bryan Prov en. Prove n had 
a reco rd of 14-16 th e seaso n befor e bu t end ed th e 
seaso n with w innin g 12 of hi s last 14 mat ches . That 
mo mentum needs to carry ove r this seaso n. Senior, 
Dan Ma lone w ill wr estle a t 140 pounds and freshmen, 
Rodn ey Slee pers wi ll wres tle 152 pounds . 

" If we can ge t to 160 pounds wi th a clos e 
sco re, l fee l goo d about our chances of w innin g the 
mee t," sa id Flatt. 

Th e hea vywe ight s, th e stron g p art of th e 

ryan raven 

PuRE STRENGTH/ Senior, Aaron Bogunia, during a meet, is working to counter attack his 
Washington opponent. 

lineup, have m any established wrest lers. Senior sta te 
qualifi er from las t yea r, Aaron Bogurua , w ill represe nt 
the team at 275 pound s. Bogunia was ranked 2nd in 
the stat e in the pr eseaso n. He ach ieve d first tea m all 
confere nce honors last seaso n . H e is one of th e tea m 
capt ains. 

The other team capta in is Aaro n Balog . Balog 
was a memb er of the conf erence's thi rd team last yea r. 
Compl ementin g th e two Aaro ns wi ll be 160 pound s 
senio r, Jaso n Basker, 189 pou nd s juni or, Brent Looten s, 
and 171 pounds fres hm an, Mik e Markham . 

Mark h am also ran the tab le at th e rec ent 
Nort hwoo d Invitat iona l go ing 5-0. 

"I like my team . Th ey are a good group of 
kid s," sa id Fla tt. 

Flatt has a coupl e of goa ls he wo uld like to 
have the team meet. 

"I wa nt to be a .500 team thi s year . I wa nt the 
wr es tlin g progr am to become compe titive for yea rs 
to come with eve ryone. I wa nt these goa ls for the kid s 
not for me. If they fee l go od , I fee l goo d," explain ed 
Flatt. 

"The tea m has a lot of hear t. If they wor k 
ha rd there is no telling what is go ing to happ en in the 
future ," sa id Flat t. + 

· The most dangerous sport: Cheerleading 
th e wor st injuri es I'v e wit nesse d try and avo id them," he sa id . ,.... • r r+EuWJ'0Wff'kiw1'00 occ urr e d. in competitiv e Accordi ng to so pho~11ore 

,t ~ J : Staff Writers cheer lead mg . Fro m torn liga ments chee rlea d er Dia ,~a Szy manski, our 

CHEERING / Senior Nicole Waldron, leads the 
cheers at a pep assembly. 

Wh at is the mo st danger
ou s sport a t the h igh schoo l and 
college level? You sa id foo tba ll. 
Wron g. What abo ut ho ck ey? 
Wrong again. The spo rt that is th e 
most d angero u s is cheerlea din g . 

Cheer lea din g? 
Accord ing to a stud y don e 

by The Physician and Sportsmedicine 
for Sports lllustmted, cheerleadi n g 
has an average of 28.8 da ys per in
jury, during thi s tim e they cann ot 
comp ete, makin g them mor e injur y 
pron e than any other sport. 

The Uni versity of North 
Carolina found th at cheer leadin g is 
respo nsible for nea rly ha lf the high 
school and college injuri es that lead 
to para lysis or dea th . 

It's crazy, isn' t it? We have 
th ese girls buildin g hum an pyra
mid s, flippin g ea ch oth er int o the 
a ir, and we g ive boys helmets? 

"ln my eight yea rs as ace r
tified ath letic train er, I've worked 
w ith athletes in footb all, soccer, and 
ot her sports accused of bloodl et
tin g, but I mu st say th at some of 

to brok en ar ms to sku ll fract ur es, chee rlea ders tram long and hard 
I' ve see n a lot. . And 1 a lw ays end for the seaso n. Pra ctices a re two to 
up asking , 'Why,"' sa id at hl eti c thr ee tim es a wee k, d e velopi ng 
tra iner Ray Carro ll. skil l and co n fide nc e. Th ey lift 

Junior , Tas h a Ma ys , re - we ight s three times a wee k to de
m em be rs a n injur y to a fe llow ve lop streng th. 
tea mm a te . " O ne of th e m os t "Pr actice, pra ctice, prac
m emor a b le injuri es was w h e n tice," sa id Szy man ski, with a smile. 
Erica Barlow broke her wr ist doin g Grue ling practic e is not the 
a stunt. Th at was d i fficu 1 t for L:s to only regu ire men t for a chee rleade r. 
ge t th rough," she says. Howeve r, Ch ee rlead ing a lso takes d edi cat ion 
the team wor ks ou t hard to avo id and comm itmen t. "Chee rlea din g 
injuri es . takes a lot of tim e. You have to be 

"To avoid in ju r ies we w illin g to give up a lot and eve n 
stretch, lift we igh ts, and do eve ry- dro p pla ns at the last minut e . I 
thin g we do d urin g the ga mes in don' t have time for much else, but 
practice ," sa id hea d coac h Hea ther it is wort h it," said Szymans ki . 
Shaa k. "You h ave to li ke 

John Coddi ngton, ath letic cheer lea din g to be in it. Just one 
tr a in e r, h a s witn esse d m a ny girl wi th a bad att itud e can br ing 
cheer lea din g injuri es . eve rybody e lse d ow n," sa id juni or 

"I have witn esse d ove r 100 chee rlea d er Me lissa Turn e r. " I 
cheer lea ding injuri essince l start ed h ave h ad to g ive u p a lo t for 
in 1975 . They h ave had broke n chee rlea din g, es pecially th is yea r. 
ankl es, fractured co llarbones , torn I have given up a lot of free time 
liga ment s, and inju red necks and 
backs. Injuri es are going to hap
p en, no matt e r w hat. Th e best 
thjn g to do is train yea r round to 

SEE CHEERLEADING ON PAGE 

THREE 
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Baseball field plans flawed; players upset 

ColiW:1ents 
By 

• 

of clay. The bullp ens are too close to first and third. 
Also the drainage in right field is bad , water is 
not drain ed from th e outfi eld," said Ed 
Faulhab er, math teac her and ba seball 
coach. 

According to John Berta , 
athletic dir ector, officials realized the 
field was flawed early in the 
constru ction. The project was 
di sco ntinu ed as soon as th ey 
realized the field was not right. That 
is why the field was not playable for 
this pa st yea r. 

As construction of the baseb all field was being . '.'It was di sappo inting to see 
comp leted, there was one minor probl em. It wa s · the d es ig n was approved eve n 
messe d up . With a brand new school and a new field, thou gh it was wron g. We did not 
it wa s expected to be ready for play. When the field is have a chance to change it. Downtown 
corrected, it will be a top notch facility. But until then, would not allow for any changes to the 
we can only think about when it will be done . It is design before we realized it was wrong ", 
expected to be ready for pla y next sprin g. said Berta . 

What is actually wrong with the field? The The price to pay for the dam ages are 
field is not playa ble. As of right now, it would be estimated at over $200,000 said Faulhaber. The 
dan ge rou s for the ath letes to pla y on. The corner construction crew and Riley are fightin g over the cost 
outfie lders ha ve to run uphill to mak e a play on a ball to fix it. The crew claims it was not their faul t, therefore 
betw ee n the ou tfielders. The mound is so so ft, it a rg ues that th e repair s shou ld not be th e ir 
would be damag ed within the first week. Also, the respon sibility. The construction company will pay for 
grass is not thick enough because it was planted too the dama ges to the outfield. But movin g the bullp ens 
late and then we suffered throu gh a drought during back , may cost extra since their placement was in the 
the summ er. origina l plans. The field was originally mode led after 

"There is a crown going the to left and right a field in M ichigan that was in a flood zone, but they 
and the mound s a re made out of moondu st, instead messe d up somew here. 

.-

Miranda Porte 

STRETCHING/ Varsity cheerleaders Melissa Turner, Tonnis Phillips, and Nicole Waldron stretch before a 
football game. 

Cheerleading 
Continued from page one 

for practice , and I would like 
to spend more time managing the 
sw im tea m," said Turner. 

Cheerleadin g also requir es 
a lo t of athletic talent. Accordin g 
to Mays, it takes a lot of athletic en
duranc e. Accord ing to Szymanski, 
workin g out and keepin g up is the 
key. Soph omore Lindsey Hab men
tions strength . 

"We have to be stron g, es
pecially when we lift each other, in
cludin g leg s treng th for a ll th e 
jump s," sa id Hab. 

Cheerleadin g can be frus 
trating and difficult sometimes too. 
"The hardest part of being a cheer 
leader is when yo u are in a bad 
mood or are sick or hav ing a bad 
day, but yo u still ha ve to have a 
smile on your face and supp or t the 
tea m," Hab sa id. Accord ing to both 
Mays and Szymanski, tea mwork , 
tolerance and patience are the only 
keys to overco me di sagree ments 

with teamm ates or coaches. 
The Riley tea m has had many 

successes th is year . Hab sa id that 
th e program is more di sciplin ed 
a nd orga ni zed thi s year, and 
Szyma nski is excited for the girls 
headed to the nation al comp etition 
held in Chicago , which Riley has 
never done before, accordin g to 
Turn er. 

This is one of the rewards 
of chee rlead ing. 

"My favori te memor y in 
cheerleadin g is when we learn ed 
we wou ld be goin g to nationals. 
We were a t a camp and they gave 
our coach a paper sayin g we could 
go . We have never don e this be
fore," said Turn er. 

Some peop le however, be
lieve tha t cheer leadin g shouldn ' t 
even be considered a sport. They 
think that all they do is stand on 
the sidelines and distract the crowd 
and the team . Spor ts help us prov e 
we are still alive with emotion. If 
cheerleadin g doe s not meet this cri
teria, than what does? 

"We do more than look on the 

sidelines and look pretty . Cheer
lea ders ha ve to lift weights and 
run so they can do some of the 
moves," sa id Shaak. 

"We put is as mu ch effort 
than any other spor t. We also com
pete. We can't parti cipate in any 
other spor t w hile cheer ing, so it 
has to qualify for the sport for the 
seaso n," said Hab. H o w 
then could someone not consider 
cheerlea ding not a sport ? 

"We cheer because it's ou r 
spo rt, not for popu lar ity or recog 
nition," said Hab. 

"The reaso n why J am a 
cheerleader is because I love it," 
says Turne r. 

Szyma nski rea lizes that 
the rewards of cheerin g are worth 
the sacrifices, misconcep tions, and 
strugg les. 

"You ge t to make peopl e 
laugh and see the excitement on 
their faces. It' s a rea lly goo d feel
ing when you see peop le havi ng a 
good tim e," sa id Szymanski. + 

"The designs for the oth er 
field may ha ve been fine for 

them but it could not work 
he re," sa id Berta . 

"As of right no w, 
the fie ld is no t 

pla ya ble . I do n ' t 
know if the grass is 
thick enough, and 
the ball may go in 
ten diff e rent 
ways before it 
finds a fie ld er," 

said Faulhab er. 
To make 

the field playable , 
the outfie ld needs 

to be fixed. If 
constr uction is started 

as soon as possibl e, then 
it w ill be rea d y for 

ope nin g da y next yea r. 
Accordin g to Faulhaber , if 

dela yed, then the field will not be ready and the tea m 
will hav e to play on their old field, behind Jackson . 

"Jackson Fie ld is good, although the infield 
do es not drain , it needs to be bu ilt up. It has nice big 
du gout s but the aea behind hom e plate should be 
further back. It has been our home for years bu t we 
are looking forwar d to maki ng the new field our 
home for yea rs," sa id Fau lhabe r. + 

Dokes 
Continued from page one 

I learned that you had to work hard if 
you wanted to play this game," said Dokes. 
~ retired aru:I DeBaets became e.~...-.---. 

to be more confident in !tis _game. DeBaets 
stressed to Ron that he had.to lose weight 
and get stronger. 

With a strong work ethic, Ron man
aged to lose pounds and get stronger. By 
watching his diet and running, Ron lost 40 
pounds and gained 60 pounds on his bench 
press. Being stronger will make him more 
of a force down low this year. 

Down low is where DeBaets wants 
his star this season. 

"I want Ron to be around the basket 
85 percent of the time this year. That is 
where he is most effective," said DeBaets. 

The strides Dokes has made from his 
~homore year to the present are tremen
dous. 

"Ron is 150 percent better now then 
he was two seasons ago. Credit that to his 
great work ethic," stated DeBaets. 

This summer Ron played against top 
competition. His AAU team was rankea 
15th in the country. They played in tourna
ments in Florida where Ron played against 
bigger and stronger players. 

"I like playing to a challenge. It 
makes me want to play harder," explained 
Ron. 

Ron also attends a summer basket
ball camp hosted by Pat M~ey (former Mr. 
Basketball from LaSalle hi -school). Play
ers like Jaraan Cornell, C · c Moodie wlio 
plays at Ball State, and former Notre Dame 
standout and NBA player Montie Williams · 
play at this camp. 

"Playing against top players like the 
ones at Magle}"_s oasketball camp make me 
a better player," said Ron. 

fn Dokes' last season at Riley, all Ron 
wants to do is win. 

"I don't care if I score 10 or 20, I just 
want the team to do well," said Dokes. 

When asked to put Ron's basketball 
career in ~rspective, DeBaets told it like 
this. "Ron learned to love and work at the 
game. He has a lot of _physical potential , and 
can have an outstanding college career," said 
DeBaets. 

• 
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First Time City Champs ... 

Girls' svvin,n,ers ready to dive into chan,pionships 
i@ffifa,,\.r·fMh 
Viewpoints Editor 

's 5 a.m. in the mornin g, and the doors of Riley 
st opened for the day . Not by the janito rs, or 

incipa l, or the facu lty, but by the gir ls' sw im 
, Jeann e Troyer. That's right. Along with her 
sistant coach, Dick Beard, divin g coach, Mike 

Luber, and over 40 girls, who get up every Monday, 
Tuesday , Thmsday, and Friday, to go sw im. 

Troyer says that 's one of the benefits of the Riley 
sw im team. "We train twic e a day, which I don ' t think 
any other team do es," she sa id. 

And that 's what may make Riley stand out from 
any other swi m tea m this year. 

The tea m won their first city title in eight yea rs on 
Saturd ay, December 11. The tea m took a first pla ce in 
the 200 medley relay while Maure en Warter took a 
first place in the indi vidu al breasts trok e event. Laura 
Doblsaw took a first place in the divin g even t. 

But they didn't have time to celebrate for long. 
Troyer wa nts the tea m to start working for bigger and 
better thin gs now. 

She sa id at the team 's first early practice since city 
"You know, girls, I don't wa nt to sound like a grouc h, 
but we can't just sit back and rest on our laurels now. 
We have two mee ts this week (LaSalle and Maria n), 
and then we can have some time to focus on some 
intense trainin g." 

Riley has one of the bigges t sw im teams aro und . 
The girls top out with 42 peop le this year, one of the 
biggest tea ms in Riley history. You'd think they'd hav e 
hu ge problems with all th ose girls in one p lace, but 
cap tain Warter says that just isn't so. 

"We have such great chemistry," she said, "That's 
probably one of ou r best qualities. Eve rybo dy is 
friends with eve rybody else and we ' re so together! " 

And since th e re is such great tea mwork by 
eve rybody, the team has se t their goa ls very high this 
year. 

"A long wit h winnin g a city title, we want to make 
a run at sectional s and get mor e peop le dow n to state 
than in prev ious yea rs," sa id Troyer. 

Along wit h Warter, Erin Beutter , senior, and Ashley 
House , juni or, are also 1999-2000 cap tains . They were 
elected by the tea m last year and seem to be doing a 
great job. 

"Be ing e lec ted by yo u r tea mmat es is a grea t 
fee ling," said Beutt er, "It lets you know that peop le 

MAKING A SPLASH/ Junior captain, Maureen Warter, practices her breaststroke during an early 
morning swim practice. This is Warter's third year on the team . 

notice how har d yo u work, espec ia lly to help the 
team ." 

You'd think with losing so many strong seniors like 
Kati e Cavad ini and Becky Dobs law that the tea m 
wou ld be falteri ng a bit , but that 's another problem 
the team hasn't had to face. The team is off to a 6-1 
start, losing their thi rd meet to Goshen High School by 
on ly two point s. 

But the gir ls' team has faced a little bit of adv ersit y 
this year. The new pool had to be drai ned and refilled 
with ga rden hoses the first tw o an d a half weeks of 
prac tice because there were prob lems with chem icals 
and algae. So, the girls had to hightail it every morning 
and afternoon to Jackson Middle School to complete their 
pract ice regimen. 

This caused the new swi mm ers not to be able to 
start off of blocks until two days before their first meet 

because Jackson only has one, and the poo l isn' t as 
high-tech as Riley's. This mad e some newco mers very 
nervo us. 

"I was so scared to go off the blocks for the first 
time! I thought I was go ing to do a belly flop or 
something because I'd never done it before!" said 
Amanda Jones , sop homor e. 

But they accomplished it and hav e cam e out of it 
to a seem ingly good start! 

So, as the seaso n continu es, the girls' sw im team 
will continu e to work ha rd (and lose plenty of sleep 
whi le doin g it) to brin g home a trophy for Riley. + 

Lady Cat basketball shooting for state title 

SHOOTING TH E RocKI Senior, Beth Lesar, guarded 
by junior, Stephanie Onax, puts up a shot 
during practice. Due to hard work in the off 
season, this year's lady cats are ranked 19th 
in the state. 

Girl s' spo rts have been hot 
this yea r. Both volleyba ll and girls' 
soccer had excellen t seasons wit h 
incredible records. Gir ls' 
bask etball is provi ng to be no 
d ifferent. So far, they have been 
doin g trem endou s on the court and 
winning wit h ease . 

Ril ey has an exce lle nt 
g roup of girls for ba sketball thi s 
year. They are hardworkin g and 
are determ ined to be numb er one. 

Their coac h, Mik e 
Me gy esi , wa nt s more than ju st 
winnin g . He w an ts th e sta te 
champ ion ship. 

If anyone can get the girls 
to state it is Megyes i. He has been 
a girls' coach for eleven yea rs. He 
has coach ed at Riley for four and 
believes the girls have the potential 
to mak e it to state. 

According to Megyes i, he 
has never been this excited abo ut a 
team. 

The g irl s h ave bee n 
workin g very h a rd . Not on ly 
durin g the season, but also in the 
off seas on. They have been gettin g 
better every day. Their newfound 
skills are shown wh en they hit the 
court. 

"We h ave som e 
tremendou s talent on the court this 
yea r. The y' re qui ck and have a lot 
of desire to win ," said Megyes i. 

So far the girls are off to a 

decent start. Their record so far is 
5-2. The girls are not satisfied with 
thi s, how ever. Th ey are 
determin ed to achiev e more. 

Tonnis Phi llips, sen ior, has 
a goal of her own . "I wanna beat 
Penn. " Th is see ms to be on the 
mind s on most of the girls' players 
thi s year . 

"We ' re re a lly se t o n 
makin g it to regionals , and a lso to 
se t new record s since we are the 
first girls' team to play in the new 
school," sa id Phi llips. 

Phi ll ip s, and th e other 
sen ior s on the team, have had to 
step up a nd take charge of th e 
youn ge r p laye rs. The less 
experienced pl aye rs, es pec ially 
freshm en, look up to their senior s. 
They are a very important part of 
the team . They are exce llent 
lea ders. 

The tea m did not only lose 
seniors, they a lso lost a numb er of 
you nger p laye rs. 

Coach Megyes i says it was 
neve r a concern. 

" I und ers ta nd th a t not 
eve ryo n e ca n comm it to 

'' "We have some tremendous 
talent on the court this year. 
They're quick and have a lot 
of desire to win." 

-Mike Megyesi, 
coach ,, 

basketball," sa id Megyes i. 
"Baske tball is the lon gest girls 

season in th e sc hool. It is s ix 
month s lon g . It is a hu ge 
res pons ibili ty. It is fine th at the 
girls did not try out thi s yea r." 

Cr ys ta l Norman , Sunt a na 
Gra nd erson, and Shery l Mari sca l, 
freshm en, all have var sity spot s on 
th e tea m . Al l thr ee g ir ls have 
work ed hard to earn their spot on 
the team. They work just as hard 
as the seniors . 

Norma n has been averag ing 24 
point s per ga me and Granderso n 
has an average of 18 points pe r 
ga me. 

Norm an has eve n broken the 
reco rd for point s and rebo und s per 
g ame w ith 39 po int s and 25 
rebound s in th e ga me with 
LaPort e. Riley won that game with 
a score of 101-94. 

The girls' basketba ll tea m at 
Riley has always played one of the 
tou ghes t schedul es in th e state . 
They go up against excellent teams. 
Most of these tea ms have won 80 
percent of their ga mes. This is not 
easy to go up aga inst, but the lady 
Wildcats are up for the challenge. 

The g ir ls ha ve m a de a 
tremend ous start in what see ms 
will be an exhausting seas on. With 
th e support of th e ir fe llow 
Wildcats, they will be sure to hav e 
an excellent seaso n . + 


