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Pilgrimage changes teen's life 
Senior, Christy Allen 's diary recounts her experience in the Philippines 

CHRISTY ALLEN 
COPY BIITINI 

Sunday, January 8 
I've known I was goi ng to take this trip since August, 

but I am so unprepared. I know this is somet hing I will 
probably be g lad I did when I'm older , but right now it 
seems like a b ig inconve nience. I've just stopped my life 
back home to come 20 hours to a third-world count ry. 

It's lhe tenth World Youth Day. "As the Father has sent 
me, so am I sending you . " That 's the theme . I don't fee l 
sent. 

See 
related 
story in 
Diverse 
Ideas/ 
P2 & 3 

We met up with 46 others from all over 
the United States . Th e priests and brothers 
take the vow of pov erty very seriously, wea r
ing gray robes everyday . They have rea lly 
long beards and they are all incred ibly musi
cally inclined. r was intim idated at firs t, until 
Father Stan sta rted rappin g. 
Monday, January 9: 

'Americans! Americans!' -
the twolitdeboysact like we're 
celebrit ies. I wou ld laugh if I 
wasn't look ing at a ho le in the 
wa ll under the words 'Turning 
Cradle. Abandoned babies re
ceived here. ' 

We are crowded in a sma ll jeep. Every
one's cracki ng jokes and in a good mood . We 

are all holdi ng bags filled with clo thes and toys that we' re 
taking to Hospicio de San Jose , the largest orphanage in the 

Philippines. 
I see out the window 

these l ittle run-down 
wood s hacks , fal ling 
over under the mere 
weig ht of the clot hes 
hu ng ou t to dry. It's 
amazing the way these 

Teenage gir ls greet us at the 
gates of the orpha nage, which 
is beau tiful. There is a color 
sta tue of Mary in the front court
yard and a pretty chapel. Our 
guide is the English teac her 
here(practica lly all the Filipi
nos speak English along with 
their language, Tagalog); she 
tells us the re are 500 peop le at 
Hospicio. The re is a school here 
for them until they are co llege 
age, and there are also elder ly 
people here. They have an adop
tion service; it's the most ad
vanced orphanage in all of the 
Philip pines. 

Most advanced? So bare and 
basic - the walls and facilities 

A SAD SIGHT/ 'Americans/ ~mer icans!'-t he two little boys act like 
we' re celebrities. I would laugh if I wasn't looking at a hole in the wall 
under the words 'Turning Cradle. Abandone d babies received here.' 

people live. 
Filipinos aren't ashamed to smile at us-loo k at them, 

wav ing and say ing hi . I'm beg inning to feel at ease in the 
midst of lhe discomfo rt. I fee l like I' ve been here a week 
already. 

are not up to par by Amer ican standards. It makes me sad 
and I'm scared to see the kids. 

Wh ich is a shame, beca use we see the infants first. There 
are 13 of them, and they are the most prec ious bab ies. They 
eac h have the same silky black hair, clear Filipino skin, and 
quizz ical stares . 

The todd lers go crazy to see us and show off wh ile they 
play with their toys. They are the cutest.. I think lhat God 
wan ts me to adop t a Filipino . 

I 'm in a daze and I wonde r if anyone else is as affected 
by this as me . Now we're going to see the disabled kids. My 

heart is break ing to see them. Look at them, in thei r woode n 
wheelchai rs. They are so skin ny. They look like they're 
four years old, but some of them are even in the ir twenties. 
Tuesday , January 10 : 

The day starts at 6:30 a.m. with breakfast.At 7: 15 a.m., 
we walk half an hour to our Catechism site , Chr ist the King 
seminary. 

There are about 3,000 people at our site.We are broken 
up into shar ing groups . 

We have a praye r service and a lot of it is in Tagalog. 
CONTINUED WYO P8/FLIP 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY · .. . It's not easy to join 
Students strive for acceptance in N.H.S. this team 
AUBREY EVANS 
ADVANCED REPORTDI 

Leadersh ip, character, 
and a 3.0 G.P.A: these qual
ities help studen ts get into a 
very prestig ious group-the 
National Honor Socie ty . 

Every year in February, 
al I junior and sen ior studen ts 
with a 3.0 G.P.A. receive a 
leller notifyin g them tha t 
they qual ify. 

A few days later there is 
a mee ting held with poten
tial membe rs during which 
app lication packets are dis
tribu ted . 

The students have a week 
to fill out the appl ication 
and return them to the advi
sors. The rev iew board (Pat 
Mor iarty , English teac her. 
Tony Byrd, vice-pr incipal , 

Caro l Wa llace , math teach 
er, George McCu llough, 
principal , Dennis Kielton, 
co unselor , and the new ad-
visers, John Koe llner , sci
ence teacher and Ji m Steb-
bins, lati n teacher), look ove r 
each ind ividual's applica-
tion. 

aud itor ium. 
Though this procedure is 

standard, the new advi sors 
have revamped last year's 
applicati on in order to shift 
the focus from good grades 
to service and involvement. 

Once the new -----

" It takes a well rounded 
person to be in NHS, you 

ca n't ju st have good 
grades, you also 
have to be a out

?j ~ standing member of 

member s are cho
sen, a final list is 
submilted to Mc
Cullough for final 
approval. 

~- ~-:::::;-the co mmunity " said 
~ 1 1 ~ Kelly Askew, senior 
l~ ..,S L, ~J and NHS member. 

This year's appli-
The principal has 

the final say in all 
ma ilers dealing with NHS, 
according to the nationa l 
regulati ons of the soc iety. 

On March 7, new mem 
bers will be notified, and on 

cat ion stresses time invest
ment. Instead of the tradi
tiona l essay of 'why I de
serve tob e in NHS ', descrip
tion of a volun teer activity 

March I 6, the induction cer - and extra-curricu lar activi
emony will take place in the ty the student parti cipate s in 

is requ ired. - NATALIE GARRETT 
Al though the requ ire- STAFFREPORTBI 

ments to ge t in to NHS are 
clearly stated (see infobox- Six steps lead to a better 
on Flip Side), some prob- future ... the Future Prob 
lems have occur red. 

Severa l stud ents who 
were not inducted last year 
felt they should have been. 
However , the review board 
e mphasized tha t because 
studen ts didn't d isplay in
volvement in service act ivi
ties, the board felt they were 
not good ca ndidate s for the 
active soc iety . 

"Last year I don't fee l we 
were very well informed 
about the requ irements for 
NHS," said Amy Fre id, se
nior and NHS member. 

"T he board wanted to 
make sure that the appli 

CONTINUED NHS PS/FLIP 

lem So lving team. 
Future Prob lem So lving 

(F.P .S.) is a program where 
·. stu~ents in teams of four are 

give n a fuzzy ( a hypothet i
ca l:s ituation that takes place 
in the future) ba sed on a 
part icular topic . 

Tliey are then expected 
to create twenty probl ems 
that could occ ur wilh in the 
boundaries of the fuzzy, pick 
the most important prob lem, 
form criteria (a list of state
men ts to jud ge the situation 
on),jud ge these using a grid, 
and then write out the best 
solution, describing it viv
idly and in detail. 

"When I first get the 
fuzzy, I go through it and 
underline lhe important in
formation like dat es and the 
people involved. Then I 
bra instorm the prob lem," 
says Erin Wibbens , fresh 
man. 

"One of the fuzzy top ics 
we worked on this year was 
homeles sness. Ou r ma in 
problem was how we cou ld 
help increase the psycho
log ical well-being of home
less children , to help them 
lead more produc tive lives . 
Th is year's topics are cities, 
home lessness, kids and vio
lence, and prejudice," states 
Wibben s. 

After all of the writing is 
finish ed, the tea m's solu
tions are then ma iled to an 

CONTINUED FPS PS/FLIP 



✓ CRIME STOPPERS 
The Riley Student Crime Stoppers 

program is still in effect. If you would like 
to report a crime caJI 288-STOP. 

✓ FINANCIAL AID 
Free applications for federal 

student aid forms are available in the 
guidance office if you have not already 
received your own copy from ICPAC. 

These forms must be filled out by 
March l. Check with your counselor or the 
college you plan to attend to see if they also 
require the Financial Aid Form. 

✓ COLLEGE AND SCHOLAR
SHIP APPLICATIONS 

College and scholarship applica
tions have been coming in at a fast rate. 
Watch your deadlines. Allow your counse
lor a week if possible. If you have a close 
deadline, the counselor would appreciate a 
note or stop in. 

✓ .ISTEP/CTBS TESTING 1995 
The ISTEP/CTBS testing dates are 

Monday, Febuary 27, through Wednesday, 
March 8. More information will follow as 
we receive it. 

✓ YEARBOOKS 
Yearbooks are on sale for $35 

dollars which includes your name stamped 
in gold foil. You can order a yearbook in 

room 104. 

✓ NEW VIDEO 
Vocational Career Center would 

like to announce an addition to their library. 
This is a "FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) Self-help Video." 
This video is not meant lo replace financial 
aid night it is only for informational 
viewing 

✓ MANCHESTER COLLEGE 
Saturday April 22, 1995, is the 

next chance lo visit Manchester College. 
Space is limit.ed, so call 1-800-852-3648 to 
reserve your place. 

✓ FREE FINANCIAL 
AID ASSISTANCE 

The YMCA Office of Urban 
Youth Bureau Services will provide FREE 
assistance to parents and student complet
ing financial aid fonns for the 1995-96 
school year. Anyone needing assistance 
with the forms or who has any questions 
about the financial aid process should call 
the YMCA Office of Urban Youth Services 
at 287-9622 to schedule an appointment. 
Appointments are available weekdays and 
weekends. 

✓ MAGAZINE SALE 
The jun ior/senior magazine sale 

to receive free prom and after prom tickets 
is over. Turn money into the bookstore. 

Allen explains 'Youth Day' 
every WYD and 
designates each 
one a theme, a 
mes~age for to
day's teenagers. 

";'YD lasts five 
days . Delegates 
attend Catechesis 
(similarto religion 
class) for three 
days. The week 
culminates in a pil
grimage to a camp
ing site where the 
pope holds a vigil 
at night and a mass 
the next morning. 

WELCOME/ This chalkboard was displayed in the 
school were the 1995 World Youth Day part icipants 
slept. They spent 5 nights sleeping on the floor of 
the classrooms, in sleeping bags 

In 1987, WYD 
was held in Bue
nos Aires, Argen
tina, where the 
pope rejoicei in 

CHRISTY ALLEN 
COPY EIIITOR 

Christy Allen , senior, attended both the 
Denver and Manila WYD conventions . She 
exp lains in this piece the history of the 
celebrat ion. 

The ten year old tradition of World Youth 
Day keeps 74-year old Pope John Paul II a 
teenager in spirit. 

In 1985, the United Natiom' Interna
tional Youth year, the Pope addressed a 
letter the world's youth. He wrote of a 
desire to have a youth day, which would be 
a day of observance for Catholic youth. 
And so it began. 

World Youth Day is a call for teenage 
Catholics from all over the globe to come 
together in a designated location and cele
brate their faith. 

"In this way, a great moral force will 
grow in a world so threatened by the arms 
race, hate, terrorism, and the violation of 
human rights,'" said Pope John Paul at the 
first World Youth Day held at the Vatican in 
Rome. 

WYD has continued at different places 
across the planet every other year since 
1985. The years in-between celebration is 
held on palm Sunday (the week before 
Easter) at the Vatican. The pope attends 

faith with approxi
mately 400,000 people. Here the pontiff 
challenged the crowds to build a civi liza
tion of love, and he stressed the importance 
of true commitment to Jesus. 

Santiago de Compostela, Spain was the 
WYD site in 1989. Again he summoned the 
youth to spread the message of the Gospel. 

"The Church needs apostles who are 
young and courageous to take advantage of 
the new openings for evangelization," he 
said. 

Evangelization led to huge crowds at t11e 
next WYD in Czestochowa, Poland in 199 1. 
This WYD was especially symbolic, as it 
was attended by more than one million 
people- including 70.000 youth from tJ1e 
Soviet Union. This was the first time 
in history that Soviet youth were 
allowed to leave the country 
to atte nd a re ligious 
event. It was also 
the first WYDto 
be held in a 
formerly 
Com 

LETTER TO THE STUDENTS ~ ....... 

munist country. 
"The Church in Europe can breathe free

ly now with both her lungs," he said. 
Pope John Paul took advantage of this 

fact and encouraged the young people to 
build contacts East and West. 

"Become builders of a new world; a 
different world, founded on truth, ju stice, 
solidarity, and love," 
he said. 

The builders found 
their way to America 
for WYD 1993 in Den
ver, Co lorado . The 
theme of this WYD was 
life, based on the Bible 
verse "/ came that they 
might have life, and 
have it abu11da11tly. " 
(John JO: 10) 

About500,000 peo
ple ce lebra ted mass 
with the pope on the 
last day of the event in 

Read more 
about Allen's 
World Youth 
Day experi
ences on the 
front page, in 
Diverse 
Ideas, and in 
The Middle 

Denver, where he encouraged everyone to 
put their talents at the service of life, and to 
meet him again in Manila, Philippines in 
1995. 

And they did. WYD 1995 was the largest 
event ever held on the planet. Over 4 
million peo- pie gathered at Rizal Park 

in Manila to hear 
----+--- the pope speak on 

January 15. 
The tenth World Youth 

Day concentra ted on tell
ing the world of Jesus's 
love; the theme was "As 

· lhc Father has sent me, so 
am I sending you." 

WYD will con
tinue. As Pope John Paul 
said at the 1995 vigil, "I 
don't know where the next 
World Youth Day will be, 
but you can ask the Bish
op of Parisi." ■ 

Why did they close our lunches? 
Chairman, Safe Schools CommiUee, Jan Putz explains 

On January 23, . the Board of School 
Trustees approved a recommendation to 
close all high school lunch programs effec
tive with the 1996-97 school year. 

As you know, this has been a controver
sial issue, and I realize that many of our 
students disagree with the decision. 

I also recognize that our students are 
capable of putting issues in proper perspec
tive and can make an attempt to see both 
sides of an issue. 

All I ask is that you do not confuse our 
caring for you with punishment. Your par
ents and teachers place restrictions on what 
you can and cannot do. There are restric
tions on where you can and cannot go. 

There are curfews and timelines you 
must meet. There are requirements you 
must fulfill in order to pass a class . While 
you may feel from time lo time that deci
sions or rules or policies are not fair, I think 
you realize that it is because of a concern for 
your personal welfare that they exist. 

The majority or our students are well 

behaved, follow rules and regulations, re
spect adults and are conscient ious young 
adults and will continue to be so when 
lunches are closed. 

There are individuals who have little 
respect for their peers or adults and will 
break many rules repeatedly. We will con
tinue to deal with those students as we do 
now. 

Open defiance needs to be addressed. 
Students who have always been part of a 
closed lunch system do not feel they are 
being punished. When something is taken 
away. the initial reaction tends tg be nega
tive, and we understand this. 

While ju niors and seniors will not be 
affected by this change, I urg_e \hetn to 
assist their freshman and sophomo~e peers 
in identifying ways to create a pleasant, 
relaxed environment in which one can eat 
while visiting with friends once the lunch 
periods are closed. 

There are many among you who can take 
a leadership position in making recommen-

dations for your principal to consider. I 
know your building administrators have 
faith and confidence in you and in your 
ability to conduct yourselves properly and 
to assist them in deciding how to best make 
a smooth transition to closed campuses in 
1996-97. 

You are our students. We care about you 
and your safety is very important to us. We 
believe we have a responsibility to both you 
and your parents from the beginning or the 
school day until the end of the school day. 
Please try to understand why this decision 
was made. 

Thank you! 

Chairman, Safe Schools Committee 
Executive Director of Instruction and Cur
riculum 
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Newhouse:"/ never expected to be shot" 
COURTNEY RUIZ 
BNTOHI-CIE 

Ever wonder what it feels like to have 
your life flash before your eyes? Just ask 
Damian Newhouse, junior. 

November 8, 1994, started out normally 
for Ne~ho use but it ended in ultima te 
tragedy. 

He decided to take his dog for a walk and 

"Getting shot shocked me. 
Millions of people like me can 

be standing around." 

Damian Newhouse / Junior 

while on his walk he stopped to talk to his 
friends at the comer of Haney and Mar ietta. 
About 6:30 p.m., a car drove past him and 
his friends and started shooting. Four bul
lets zoomed by Newho use and the fifth one 
hit him in his thigh. 

"A bullet doesn' t have any name on it," 
explained Newho.use. "I was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time . If it can happen to 
me it can happen to anyone," he said . 

While laying on the ground after being 
shot he didn't th ink of dying. He was 

concerned that his assailants would come 
back. He tried to think logically. He pre
tended like he was dead by laying still on 
the ground. He told his friends to run and 
get his mom. 

"I was j ust thinking hurry, get an ambu
lance, just get better," said Newhouse. Af
ter about five minutes an ambulance ar
rived. 

The police arrived shortly after and start-
ed to question Newho use. · 

"I was lying there hurt, and the police 
were asking me dumb questions. They 
asked me if I was involved with gangs or 
drugs, which I'm not," said Newhouse. 

Newhouse was rushed to the emergency 
room where he was given medicatio n to 
numb the pain but he was still conscious . 
He was operated on and the doctors put a 
metal rod in his leg from his hip to his knee. 
He spent a week and a half in the hospita l. 
He also went to physical therapy for about 
a week and a half. He now exercises on his 
own by doing leg lifts . 

Newhouse never expected to be shot. 
"It didn't scare me, it j ust shocked me. 

Everyone gave me a lot of respect and I 
wasn't involved in anything bad," said Ne
whouse. 

Unfortunately for Newhouse his assail
ant~ were not found. 

"It's cruel how someone can do that to 
someone. It's sad that they (police) couldn' t 
arrest anyone," said Newhouse . 

Newhouse was trying to stay out of trou
ble. 

In an essay he wrote before he was shot 
he said, "In order to fight the 
temptation to make easy money and tear 

ive," said Newhouse. 
Newhouse does have advice to offer. 
"F ind a good group of friends, find a job 

and activities that can keep you busy," he 
said . 

Newhouse considers himse lf "a victim 
of the hood." 

"If you live in the hood everyone's a 
vicl'im, you never know when someone will apart families, 

I took it upon 
myself to get a 
legal job bury 
myself in my 
schoolwork, 
music, and now 

----------------■ do something. Living 
"I still plan on going to college, to 
get good grades, and get a good 

job. I'm going to do the best I can." 

in that neighborhood 
you have to take those 
chances. You can't 
just move from a place 
you've lived all your 
because someone's 
done something bad," 

wrestl ing. " 
He still 

Damian Newhouse/ Junior 

plans on fulfilling his goals. 
"I still plan on going to college, to get 

good grades, and get a job after my leg gets 
bette r. I' m going to do the best I can," 
explained Newhouse. 

Newhouse missed the end of the first 
semes ter. He returned to school for the 
seco nd semester . Most of his teachers have 
bee n supportive . Several teachers even 
called. 

"I feel now I have a lot more friends . 
You never know how many people care 
about you until something bad happens. 
I' m so thankful everyone was so support-

Newhouse said . 
Newho use is gratefu l he is still alive. He 

wants to find purpose in his senseless shoot
ing. He believes things happen for a reason. 

"I thank God that I' m still here. God 
wanted me to live for a reason. If he wanted 
me dead I would be," he said. 

"Getting shot shocked me. Millions of 
peop le like me can be standing around. The 
pain will never leave me," said Newhouse. 

Newhouse still has the bullet that shot 
him and a metal rod in his leg to remind 
him. ■ 

WORLD YOUTH DAY /OPINION . ' · ··· · _ . _. OPINION .. ~. 

B·londe becomes 'minority' Are hornos~xuals 
treated unfairly? 

CHRISTY ALLEN 
COPYBITOR 

I'm the only blond in the 
country. 

This is one thought that 
went through my mind more 
than once when I visited Ma 

nila, Phil-

Read more ippines. 
For the 

about fi rst time 

Allen's in my life, 

experience I experi-
enced the 

in the feeling 

News minority. 

section I a m 
Caucsia n. 

and in The Upon 

Middle. hearing 
my name, 

you do not visualize a cer-
tain ethnici ty. By lookjng at 

me, you do not see my Ger-
man heritage. You only see 
Christy Allen, a fair-skinned 
girl with blond hair and 
brown eyes-nothi ng un-
usua l here in the United 
States of America. 

When I walk down the 
street, I am surrounded by 
Caucasians like myself. I 
may see some Afr ican-
Americans, Asian-Ame ri-
cans, or others who don't 
look like me, but I never 
really think anything of it. 
Maybe it's because they 
don't outnumber me that I 
don't feel uncomfortab le. 
For one week of my life, 
though, I walked down dif-
ferent stree ts . 

Now that I've had the 
expe rience, it str ikes me as 
odd that I didn't fully rea l-

ize what going to another 
country as a foreigner meant. 
But I can remembe r the feel
ing I had upon arriving in 
Manila. Everyone was Fil
ipino! And there were so 
many of them! 

But if I was gawking, so 

laugh. Granted, they could 
have been sharing a joke, 
but I felt they were laughing 
at me just because I wasn't 
one of them. 

There were two sides to 
feeli ng like a minority. 
There were stereotypes that 

--------------■ went along 
"We were told we were targets with being 

because we were American, so ~::~;:;i~as 

the Chinese Mafia and gypsies visiting a 

knew they could kidnap us and third-wo rld 

demand extraordinary amounts coun_try, I was 

of money for our release." · 
considered 
rich. We were 
told we were 
targets be Christy Allen/ Senior 

--- -- ---------- cause we were 
was everyone else. Thou
sands and thousands of 
beautiful, da rk-skinned, 
dark-haired, short, skinny 

Filipinos gawk
ing at me. They 
were looking at 
me like they had 
never seen an 
American be 
fore. And th is 
lasted all week . 

Ame rican, so the Chinese 
Mafia and gypsies knew -
they could kidnap us and 
demand extraordinary 
amou nts of money for our 
re lease. (A t this po int / 
wasn't too fond of my blorid 
hair.) 

We were suckers at the 
marke ts because we didn't 
know the standard prices 
tlilere or how to bargain with 
vendors who didn't speak 
Eng lish. 

At public meetings and 
ch urch, I sang in broken 
Tagalog ( their language) and 
fe lt foolish because every
one around me was belting 
it out. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTY Au.EN 

When I 
walked down the 
street, pedestr i
ans would nudge 
their friends and 
nod toward me. 
Two little boys 
cried Americans! 
Americans! 

PHILIPPINES/ Apolinario, Grace Travino and Christy 
Allen pose for a photo after sharing thoughts about faith, 
hope, and love. 

People would 
po in t, or even 
worse, they'd 

I fell strange being a mi
nority becuase we were 
trea ted like royalty. Many 

CONTINUED MINORITY P8/FUP 

NICCf KOROCH 
ADVANIB IDORTBI 

Homosexuals, the way a lot of students th ink of and treat 
them is horrib le. 

Now, let's be honest, everyone remembers a certain gay 
guy last year who brought his boyfriend to visit Riley. They 
were holding hands and kiss ing, doing nothing that straight 
couples don't do in the halls here everyday. 

For some strange reason, most of the school was offend
ed. For that whole day and for weeks after, all I heard was: 
"Those fags, if I woulda been there I woulda punched 'em." 
This comment was stated by a very big and homophobic 
football player. Or, "They are so gross." 

I have a lot of gay and bi-sexual friends. It was weird at 
first to see them in relationships or to hear my guy friends 
talking about a cute boy, but I got used to it. It's sort of 
personal when I hear these things said about them. 

Most of the time, they can't help the way they feel. One 
of my friends had to tell his mom that he thought he was bi
sexual. She freaked out and told him that she wanted him 
to seek professional help. It seemed to me that she wouldn't 
love him anymore if he liked boys and girls instead of jus t 
girls. It isn't as if he j ust woke up one day and said, " You 
know, there just isn't enough conflict in my life now, so I 
think I'll become bi." 

What really gets me is how religion is tied into all of this. 
You always hear preachers and other "men of the cloth" 

. ranting about the evils of homosexuality . Doesn' tt he Bible 
· say-that we should love everyone, and treat people how we 
would want to be treated? Or does this j ust pertain to 
heterosexua ls? 

I've been taught, Bible or no Bible, to accept everyone 
as _lo~g ·as they are good people . And quite frankly, I 
could!t'tcare less who anybody is sleeping with, as long as 
it isn't my boyfr iend. 

I think this whole school, city, state, and nation needs to 
be educated about homosex uals. Doctors have already 
established that AIDS is not a gay disease. 

People need to realize that just because some people 
aren't the nonn, it doesn't mean that they can be 
persecuted . Everyone should be treated with respect, no 
matter what their race, color, religion or sexuality. This 
is America after all. ■ 
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We're not too young to be in love! 
CLAUDIA SALINAS 
GUEil RIPORTBI 

an you really be in love being so 
young? I've asked myself this 
question a million times. 

Back in seventh grade, I had 
a huge crush on this guy named Ryan 
Leader ( Ryan is also a freshman at Riley). 
Ryan and I met because he was on the 

football team and I was a cheerleader. 
Everyday after schoo l 

we rode the activity bus 

months Ryan and I stayed together. We were always together 
and had a really close relationship. During this time I 
realized I was in love. It's hard to describe how I felt. 

All I know is that I've never felt that way before. I 
think you just know when you're in love. I think 
it's a different feeling for everyone . 

No one. at schoo l understood because it's 
somet hing they hadn't seen before, I think they 
only accept somet hing if everyone is doing it. 
Instead of being open minded they just 
thought we were gross. They didn't under
stand how we could stay together for so long 
and always be together. 

Ryan and I were their main 

home. 
Well, eventually he found out I really liked him 

and he started cal ling me. 
A week before school ended he asked me out. 

Of course I said yes. It took me a while to really 
believe we were going out. By this time it was the 
summer and everything was great. Over the sum-

No one at school under
stood because it's some
thing they hadn't seen 

before. 

goss ip topic, they said stuff 
like 'Ryan and Claudia 
hav e 110 life'. I 
couldn't under
stand them at all! 
They probably didn't 
understand us because 

mer Ryan and I talked on the phone a lot but we reaJly didn't get to see each 
other all that much. I realize now it was the best thing we did, because that's 
what helped us build a great friendship. 

Ryan and I fell in love when we 
were really young. 

I was kind of forcing myself to 
try to stay away from him. It 

I 

Starting the eighth grade Ryan and I began having our differences. Ryan 
began acting really different. He would lie and hide things from me. I 
wondered what was wrong. Ryan' s friends began influencing him to do 
things I totally disagreed with. He also started gett ing interested in other 
gir ls. It wouldn't have been a big deaJ if he would have told me but he 
didn't. 

Ryan broke my heart. For about three 

didn ' t work even though I really tried. 
I realized f wasn't missing out on any
thing. I really missed Ryan. I think I just 
had to see for myself if everything everyone de
scribed to me as a lot of fun was. I realized I had no reason to 
leave him. Ryan is a very understanding person, he's sweet, 

Your l.ove 
school . de 

or four months we went out on and off. ----------------------
he's funny, he's trustwor-

Every time I had to break up with him 
it hurt me more. I didn't understand 
why I was feeling this way if it was ju st 
a silly crush . 

I tried to help Ryan go the right 
way. I only wanted the best for him. I 
bet you're wondering why I cared for 
such a jerk. Even though it sounds like 
he was a jerk, he wasn't. He was actu
aJly a really sweet guy. I don't think he 
realized how much I liked him, because 
I was so shy. He never tried to purpo se

A week before school ended he asked me out. Of 
course I said yes. It took me a while to really be
lieve we were going out. By this time it was the 

summer and everything was great. Over the sum
mer Ryan and I talked on the phone a lot but we 
really didn't get to see each other all that much. I 
realize now it was the best thing we did, because 

that helped us build a great friendship. 

thy and he loves me. 
He is also my best friend. 
That's probably what keeps 

our relationship so good . I am always 
there for Ryan. If Ryan has any prob
lem, he usually comes to me, unless [ 
am his pr~em . 

J·also think our personalities 
go togeth~r. We have a lot in com
mon, but we also have our differences 
which help us have a more exciting 
relationship. 

ly hurt me. He would do some thing and feel really bad. Ryan was different, 
I know he wasn't acting. He seemed like he really liked me but he was 

I think Ryan and I will stay together for a JC)ng time. We ' re just go ing 
to let everything happen when it's supposed to. I think when it' s time for 
us to go our separate ways we'll know. unsure of what he wanted. 

Finally Ryan decided I was the one for him. I couldn't trust him 
anymore, so we thought it would be better if we waited until I could trust 
him. Once I could, we started going out again. 

This time I knew it was goi ng to last. Ryan and I had 
a great friend ship. All we needed was to 

spend more time together. For 
six to seven 

Love can scare people who are young but through my experience, I 
found out that when you're in love you really should n't feel like you're 
missing out on someth ing, because you're really not. ■ 

SALINA BROWN 
ADVAM:81 WRITER 

"At first I thought Toni was embarrassed to be seen with me," 
said Claudio Bueno, a Hisplanic junior who makes up one half of 
an interracial couple. 

Bueno's girlfriend, Toni Woods, an African-American sopho
more, said Bueno's race did not facto r in when she first noticed 
him. 

"He just had this certain aura about him. It made me feel like I 
already knew him," she said. 

After the two started dating, there was some negative feedback 
from family members. 

"I had' a cousin who suggested I date a Hispanic girl instead of 
Toni," said Bueno. 

Other than that, however, the couple says they have not 
encountered any strong discrimination. 

"Everythi ng is cool. We've been together for about two and a 
half months, and we've had no real criticism so far," said Woods . 

The couple hasn't had problems other than a few racial remarks 
either. 

'We really haven't had any fights. We stay together because we 
have trust in one another: we like each other a lot," said Woods. 

The couple plans to use this trust if they do come face to face 
with prejudice. 

"If people say we shouldn't be together, they are very ignorant. 
They need to learn to value diversity," said Woods. ■ 

Public di~ 
KALIAH WADE 
BT AFf WRITER 

~ DA, the abbreviation 
hot top ic among studen 
others think it's disgw 

Persona.lly I think , 
should be able to kisi 

harassed. Sometimes it di 
observer is in as to how they view a cc 
of the couple's control. Some couple 
rious for PDA and that shou ld not be 

It depends on how long you plan t, 
observe you smooch ing. By the time 
pies come up for air, they have gray 
going too far! 

Another factor of PDA tolerance i: 

1. Your lather must b1 
seen .. 
2. You must be tired, l 
a. Can I borrow a qu1 
glrl of my dreams 
4. n beauty was a gra 
5. They say milk does 
drinking? 
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,play of affection 'isn't so bad' 

:or Public Display of Affe ction, is a 
;, Some student s feel it's OK, while 
ing. The choice is yours. 
'DA is OK to a certain degree . You 
(no tongue action) without being 
>ends on what kind of mood the 
uple's display. That ofcourse is out 

tion. For example, in school, if you're just dying to give your boyfriend a 
quick peck before class , then that's your business. When you're obstruct
ing the way of other students, you shouldn't get too offended if people 
bump into you or yell out insults. 

Good places to find kissing privacy are hy the auditor ium doors, behind 
the sta irwel I by W aJ ly Gartee' s room, and by the girls' locker room . Places 
that people shou ld defin itely try to control themse lves are the grocery Store, 
the publ ic libary , the mall, and the salad bar at Ponderosa. 

Most people won't tolerate observing French kissing smack dead in the 
middle of the haJlway, too much body contact ( chest and body rubbing) , or 

, are noto- ----------------
kissing that obstructs someone's view. 

tolerated. 
let people 
some cou-
1air, this is 

"Personally, I think PDA is OK to a 
certain degree. You should be able 
to kiss (no tongue action) without 

being harassed." 
yourloca- ________________ _ 

L Ii n es By Keith Alchele 

I myself have been caught in the act of PDA. I 
was a freshman at the time . My partner and I 
were doing our thing by the stairs when one of 
the security gaurds caught us and told us to take 
it outside . I was embarrassed and a little offend
ed, but I lived. ■ 

1 a baker, those are the best buns I've every 

1ou've been running through my mind all day. 
iter, my mom told me to call her when I found the 

n of sand, you'd be a beach. 
1 body good, but just exactly how much are you 

When are you ready? 
MELISSA LODOEN 
BNTOIHV-CHIF 

he 1960's and 
:J970's were a time 
of free love," said 
Nancy Coiro, com
munity educator, 
who is associated 

hen people would have sex 
ot talk about it. The new 

....,....,..,,.,ation is learning how to talk 
tit first," said Coiro . 

The first step to becoming sexu
ally active is realizing whether or 
not you want to have sex. 

"Having sex needs to be your 
decision, it cannot be your partner's 
decision," said Coiro. 

According to Coiro, to decide if 
you want to have sex you need to 
look at your life and see if it fits in. 
Then you need to talk to you partner 
about whether or not you want to be 
sexually active. 

Another step you need to take 
before becoming sexually active is 
educating yourself about sexually 
transmitted diseases . 

"You can learn about these dis
eases in school. It is part of state law 
to teach sex education through the 
health class. You can also read about 
them in the library," said Coiro . 

Protecting yourselves from these 
diseases is the next step, she said. 

"The best protection from these 
diseases is latex condoms that have 
not expired, and that are worn prop
erly throughout aJI of intercourse," 
said Coiro. 

In the past, people _were more 
worried about getting pregnant than 
getting diseases, but now we have 
learned that getting a disease can 
change you life just as much, she 
said . 

"There are many sexually trans
mitted diseases that can prevent you 
from ever having children, ones that 
live in your body forever, or even 
ones that result in death ," said Coiro . 

A survey that was conducted by 
Sexuality, Information and Educa 
tion of the United States, (a federal
ly funded government organization) 
stated that teen s are more responsi 
ble than adults when it comes to the 
use of condoms. 

"It is good that many teens are 
educated enough to protect them
selves," said Coiro. 

According to Coiro, sometimes it is 
hard to decide whether or not you 
are ready to have sex because of all 
the mixed messages that are out 
there. 

"You may hear someone say that 
sex is wonderful, you may hear sex 
is <Jirty, you may hear it is sacred, or 
you may hear it is bad. You have to 
be able to ask your parents about 
any of the mixed messages you 
hear," said Coiro. 

It all begins very young with 
parents' teachings . 

"The best thing a parent can do is 
to be open with teens when they 
have a question about sex, but let 
them know you are not an expert. A 
lot of parents are uncomfortable in 
reaJizing that you think you are ready 
to become a sexual being. But they 
need to realize teens they are sexual 
beings," said Coiro. 

Teens have sex for different rea
sons, she said. 

"One of the reasons is just to see 
what it is like physica lly, anot her is 
because they may be in love," said 
Coiro . 

When you become sexuaJly ac
tive , do you become more commit
ted to your partner? 

''That varies between different 
people. Some may feel closer and 
more committed. Others just have 
sex to have sex, and then once they 
do they do not have any attractio n to 
that person any more," said Coiro. 

Is it harder breaking up with your 
partner once you have become sex
ually active? 

"That var ies among different 
people; girls tend to take a longer 
time to recover then the guys. On an 
average, it takes girls about a year to 
a year and a half before they have 
another sexual partner," said Coiro. 

About 50 percent of teens be
tween the ages of 13-18 have expe
rienced sexual intercourse. But ac
cording to Coiro, it not that more 
people are having sex, it just that we 
are learning to talk about it more. 

"Everyone needs to realize that 
sexuality is natural, normal , and 
healthy. We all just become ready at 
differen t times," said Coiro. ■ 
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editorial 
Students applaud new attendance plan· 

We applaud the faculty and administration in devising a workable 
attendance plan that will benefit students and teachers. 

We agree that our soon-to-be obsolete attendance policy (which fosters 
forgeries and truancies by not holding the student accountable) no longer 
works. Too many students have fallen through the cracks, and too many pass 
with marginal grades rather than grades commensurate with their abilities. 

The credit redemption plan is ingenious in its simplicity. Students may 
miss no more than ten classes e~ch semester in each course; after that they 
automatically fail the course or must "redeem" credit by staying after school 

' 
and finishing missed work. No ifs, and or buts, and no lousy excuses either. 

Students can't plead a sick tmnmy or the death of beloved Aunt Bertha 
any longer. Excuses are only for hospital stays, field trips, religious holidays, 
and days ·spent in in-school suspension. And parent notes are a thing of the 
past, too. No matter how much mommy and daddy may sympathize or even 
agree to excuse junior from his classes; those notes won't hold up under the 
proposed plan. It's nine strikes and you're out. 

Yet the system is humane and more than fair. After all, teachers are 
allowed only ten sick days a year before they are docked salary. For students, 
it's ten days a semester. In the real world, employers won't tolerate excessive 
absences. And we agree, that the clause which allows students to make up 

or redeem their credit by 
staying after school 
is a small price for 
them to pay. 

BUT MY 
AUNT l~ERTHA 
REALL 'I DID 

Dt E . 
Hooray and 

three cheers for the ad-
ministration and faculty 
members who devised a 

L 1rtRA rvRE. system which will work. 
HJSTOP.Y Nowouronlycomplaint ...-----J... 

ALe,1:13R" is, why waituntilnext 

year? 

letters UJ 
t:heeditor 

Dance delight or dud? 
Dear Editor, 

I thought that semi-formal was going to be 
great this year. Last year's was one of the best 
dances I've ever been to. 

This year's though ... well, I think the whole 
Whitney Houston sound track was played. 

After that, we suffered through almost half 
an hour of gay Karaoke songs and then we thought 
it was time to finally dance, but we were wrong. 

There was a close encounter of dead kind. 
Dead as in career: the Elvis impersonator hired to 
sing at the dance . If the real King wasn't already 
dead, he would have croaked seeing the rendition 
this poor guy did of him. 

The big guy that got up on top his table to 
sing did a better job of Viva Las Vegas than the 
impersonator . 

What was his name? They should have 
hired him. Finally the last hour was devoted to 
actual dancing, after the Mr. and Miss Sweetheart 
contest (as if there any doubt who'd win.) The D.J's 
weren't very willing to play songs students wanted 
to hear either. 

They played a lot of degrading and de
meaning songs, with words like "I only want a girl 
with big breasts" and "Eeny meany teeny weanie." 
How romantic. 

No offense to the people who planned this 
dance, especially Jim Fenters because everyone 
loves him. We know we took a poll. Next year 
maybe the student body could have more of a say In 
the planning of a dance? 

Sincerely, 
Melissa Lodoen and 
Monica Anne Moss 

Give us some slack! 
Dear Editor, 

I'd like to ask teachers to be a little bit more 
understanding when certain students that have a 
good grade in class stay after to help a teacher . The 
student shouldn't miss class, but if they can help a 
teacher why not? Th ink about it, if you need help 
sometime you would appreciate a little flexibility too . 

Sincerely, 
Tiana Robbins 

The Review is published by the 
Publications staff at Riley High.School, 405 
E. Ewing, South Bend, Indiana, 46613. The 
intent of The Review is to inform and enter
tain the public of events occurring within 
and outside the school. Any opinions ex
pressed in this publications are not neces
sarily the opinions of The Review, except 
for the editorials in the Viewpoints supple
ment. The Review gives the right to print 
others' opinions, but is unbiased and does 
not support them. 
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Skaters are not 
criminals 
TODD ROBERTSON 
STAFf ARTIST 

Most peop le in America have hobbies: 
for examp le they enjoy certai n types of 
music, or dress a certain way. Most people 
enjoy their hobby and put a lot of time into 
it even if their hobby is just sitti ng at home 
watching television. 

I enjoy skateboarding, but whenever I 
go ou t lo skate, I'm harassed by the pol ice 
and if the police aren't there, someone is 
there to complain and threaten me and 
whoever I'm with. 

I can' t even co unt the times I've been 

' ( 
Hell yes! Not 
anymore 
JASMINE BROWN 
STAFf REPORllR 

They can't take away the 'Hey' song 
just because we ye ll, 'We' re gonna beat 
the hell out of you!' 

It's tradit ion, always was, but never will 
be again since fall. ' Hell' is j ust a word no 
harm meant and hopefully none caused. 
It's not like we are call ing someone out of 

busted for skating . It' s funny that r say 
busted because it sound s like I'm commit
ting a crime. 

The sad fact is that many people feel I 
am committ ing a crime. Twice while skat
ing with my friends we almos t went to j ail. 
I thought to myself, '/ almost went to jail 
tonight , because I refused to stop skating. 
I wasn' t selling crack, robbing a bank, or 
beating someone up for their money. I was 
jus t skateboard ing. ' 

There's a sign at Broadmoo re shop
ping center that says: 'No Trespassing. No 
Skating. Violators will be prosecuted.' 

lars? 
Are you still going to call me a junki e, 

someone who will never amount to any
thing? 

It gets pretty bad when· I go out to the 
mall and, people look at me like I am a 
cr iminal. Just because my clothes are big 
and I don ' t match . 

I went into Kroger 's once and a secu
ri ty guard followed me the wh9le time. 

When my friends and I went up to pay, 
I was stopped by the manager and frisked 
becau se they thought I stole somet hing. 
This was done in front of a lot of people, 

I might add that -------------Broadmoore is my fa. 
and I was almos t 
embarrassed . 

vorite place to skate. 
Many places around 

town al low bicycles and 
roller blades, but not 
skateboa rds. 

"I can't even count the times 
I've been busted for skating, 
like I'm commiitting a crime." 

Todd Robertson/ Staff Artist 
These places include --------------

Of course, l 
did n't take any
thing, but this type 
of thing happen s 
to me almost ev
ery day. 

Venture, Broadmoore , 
East Race, and Scottsdale mall. 

I've had many jobs over the past year 
and I have paid taxes, so a portion of my 
money has gone into the city. The system 
telling me I can' t skate at the East Race is 
nonsense because it was bui lt with tax 
dollars and is a public place. 

Open you r eyes, because there's a 
who le generation out there like me. 

What are you going to do when I marry 
your daughter or I' m your boss, or when 
I' m in Congress co llect ing you r tax dot-

their name, so what's the problem? 
They've been doing this for over 30 

years , so why make a change now? 
When my mom was in high schoo l 

saying hell wasn't even thought of. That's 
because they skipped over it and went 
straight to saying bull **** when a referee 
made a bad call! 

What? That was my reaction, but I 
thought about it, and I still hear it when a 
refere.e makes a bad call or even when I'm 
walking down the hall. 

You mean to tell me when half the 
student body waves their hands in the air 
like they're throwing axes and ye lling 
bull* *** they can let it slip, but the 
parents and some of the facu lty member s 
think say ing hell is outright d isrespectful? 

That's not right. 
But the whole student body doesn' t 

hear the lectures about our attitudes and 
our language we portray at the games. But 
I'll give you a hint who does ... the students 
in uniform: such as the team, the band 
member s, porn pons, cheerleaders, and any 
other student group that even shows a hint 
that they' re represe nting Riley with the 
almig hty Wildcat or paw! 

I'm never go
ing to change myself for the system, be
cause skateboarding is my Life, I enjoy 
be ing creat ive and different. I will always 
be different. I know my right s. My friends 
and I have been treated unfairly a lot. 

To all the people reading this, don ' t let 
a111yone tell you you can't do something. 
And most important, don't let anyone tell 
you what to wear, because the way you 
dress is an ope n outlet for creativity. 

Don't let anyone tell you that you can' t 
follow your dreams . ■ 

Why ? Simply because it is easier mak
ing a target out of those in uniform than it 
is to take on the entire studen t body. 

I think we should be able to play, sing, 
and chan t with the 'Hey' song. 

It builds up spirit and pep. 
I can see a group of peop le that large 

working together for one cause: buildjng 
up spirit for themselves and their fellow 
teammates . 

They are cheering together, instead of 
figh ting against each other, being disre
spectfu l to each other, and causing outr ight 
harm to one another, 

I wonder why it causes such a big prob
lem to those few people? 

So from now on we will st ill have pep 
assemb lies and games, but we will be miss
ing a few elements .... our traditional 'Hey' 
so ng and a lot of the hypeness that we are 
so accustomed to seeing because now we 
are no longer able to chant: 'We ' re going to 
beat the hell our of you.' 

For fellow students and those students 
to come in future years that care, our cheers, 
ju st like ope n lunch will no longer be tradi
t.ion but just a memory! ■ 

cheer!ii andjeer!ii 
-To swimmers , wrestlers and 

hockey players, they are great! 

-Only four more weeks of winter. 

-To the people who got their cars 

towed, because they can ·t park. 

-To everyone who participated in 

Spirit Week. 

-To Elvis and karaoke , and hanging 

tough all night at semi-formal. 

-To no toliet paper and crude ~om

ments in the bathrooms. 

-To report cards coming out the · 

day before spring break. 

-To having no money. 

What's your stupidest 
dating dilemma? 

"I was farting 
at Hacienda." 

•

Marcus 
Wilson 
Senior 

"I went to the 
wrong truck 
and pretended 
to wipe off the 
window, when 
my date asked 
about it." 

JIii Zeiger 
Senior 

"I had to ask 
my brother 
and his date 
to come 
along with 
me." 
Gretchen Finn 
Junior 

"When I went 
skating, I had 
ashy arms." 

Teana George 
Sophomore 

• <- I 
"I got scared 
of a bug 
picture at the 
zoo, with my 
cousin and 
date." 
Jessica Wade 
Freshman 

"I had a gush
ing nosebleed 
at the movies." 

Drew Moore 
Junior 

"When I got 
caught dig
ging in my 
nose." 

Tony Echols 
Sophomore 

"I don't go out 
on dates yet." 

Tamelle 
Jackson 
Freshman 



FPS/CONTNlm Pl 
evaluator as a packet. Each 
eva luator ju dges a certain 
number of packets from 
teams atthe same level. The 
packets are judged on a num
ber system, the higher the 
number the better the team 
did. Then , the packets are 
ranked in relation to how 
good they were in compar i
son with the others. 

Collee n Jurka ites, fresh
man, really enjoys F. P.S. "It 
helps deve lop your creat ive 
abi lities." 

" It gets frustrating though 
because people have differ 
ent ideas and opinio ns and 
some times those can clash," 
says Wibben s. 

There arc three diffe rent 
levels of F.P.S.: jun ior, in
termediate, and senior. Jun
ior teams cons ist of fourth 
through sixth graders, inter
med iate: seventh throug h 
ninth graders, and senior: 
tenth through twelfth grad-

ers . 
Riley presently has two 

senior teams that consist of 
Sara Beutler, Amy Cham
paigne, Karen Chmielews
ki, and Erin Vanderp ullen 
as one team and Jennifer 
Hicks, Sally L iszewsk i, 
Angela Lusk, and Jenn ifer 
Negron, all j uniors, on the 
other. 

Riley also has three In
termediate teams consisting 
of Ju lia Cav adini , Brad 
Shook, Monica Swintz, all 
freshman, and Steve Zus
man, sopho more as one 
team, and Deirdre Baskin, 
Bob Beutler , Adrian Griff 
is, and Sama n Shafi), all 
freshmen, as another, and 
Natalie Garre tt, Colleen Ju
rkaites, Jed Ross, and Erin 
Wibbens, all freshmen, as 
the last. 

At the end of the seaso n 
the teams with the best eval 
uatio ns from the qualify ing 

round (kids and violence) 
go down to I.U.P.U.I. (Indi
ana Unive rsity Purdue Uni
versity at Indi anapo lis) for 
sta te com petition. 

At state, after the writ ing 
seg ment, there is a sk it com
petition where the F.P.S. 
teams perform a skit or short 
play to presen t thei r main 
solution. 

Leona John ston, Engl ish 
teacher and F.P.S. coordi
nator, says that her goa l for 
this year is to see at least two 
out of the five teams at Riley 
go to Indianapo lis for tJ1e 
state finals . · 

Liszews ki rea lly enjoys 
F.P.S. " It improvesyourcre
ntive abilities," she sa id. 

"Right now, we're get
ting ready for kids and vio
lence, which is thes tatequa l
ifier," says Ross . 

Riley has had F.P.S. for 
approxima tely seven yea rs, 
and hopes to continue. ■ 
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a Amer ican friend. I can't count the 
number of time s I wrote out my addre ss 
and phone number. I felt bad because 
every Filipitlo I met remembe red me the 
next day, but I had met so many Filipinos 
I cou ld on ly remembe r dis tinct friends. 
More than once they wanted to pet my 
hair because no one there had curly hair, 
let alone blond hair. Filipinos are gener
ally small and youth ful, so I was con
stantly being told I looked so much older 
than seventeen. 

apprec iated the Fil ipinos' rich cult ure, 
but felt some pride ( and shame, for that 
matter) in mine. When I did finally see 
some Amer icans aga in, I felt a bond I 
hadn't before. 

The disadvantages of feeling out of 
place were very minimal compared to the 
value of the exper ience and all I learned . 
I learned how important it is not to judge 
by appea rance and not to underest imate 
eac h individual's own cult ure and tradi 
tions. I feel differences are something to 
be treated sensitively and with respect. If 
I had not been open with the Filipinos, 
and more important ly, if they hadn' t bee n 
open with me, I wou ld have missed a 
genuinely prec ious exchange of ideas and 
personal ities. ■ 

Afte r a while I got used to see ing on ly 
Filipino s. They made it easy because I 
was exc ited to learn about them, and they 
were just as eager to teach me. I have 
never thought I was really patrioti c, but 
toward the end of the week, I not only 

Who's that lady with the walky-talkie? 
MONICA MOSS 
VIWPmVTS BIITOR . 

There's a new Wildcat at 
Riley-the new acting vice 
principal , Carol ine Threatt, 
from Fayettevi lie, North 
Caro lina. 

Thre att had several aspi
rations and didn' t discove r 
her niche in educa tion righ t 
away. Afte r allendi ng Fay
elteville State University, 
she worked in retail, as a 
personnel directo r at the 
YMCA, and started her own 
business, a dress and ba l
loon shop ca lledAccesor ies. 

Threall wen t on to get 
her Master's Degree in edu
ca tion at North Caroli na. 
She got her counse ling de-

greeat her Purdue Univers i
ty and her admi nistrative 
degree from Indiana Uni
versity. 

" I finally decided on ed
ucation beca use I liked kids 
and wanted to do some
thing on a positive level. I 
was a teacher, but opted for 
so me thi ng different and 
went back to school for my 
counse ling deg ree. 

After working as a coun
se lor at LaSa lle, I decided I 
wan ted to become an ad
min istra tor. When the posi
tion there became open, I 
applied," she said. 

Threall was chosen by a 
point syste m.Six questions 
were asked in her interv iew 

and her answers we re 

F -I 

eva luated on a point system. 
Threall had the most po ints 
at the end of the interview. 
She is only acting as vice 
principa l, however, and the 
job wi ll be posted again for 
a permanen t rep lacemen t in 
April or in May. 

"She's learning, she 'll be 
all right once she learns the 
ropes," sa id Geo rge Mc
Cullo ugh, principal. 

'Tm most proud of hav
ing the chance to be able to 
prepare for different things," 
Threall said. 

She says, "People are the 
same no matter where you 
are; there are jus t Ii Ille dif 
ferences that ma ke eac h 
place special." ■ 

n a I 
Honor Band 

Two of our band members, 
Sara Seutter, flute and Marcus 
Barlow, trombone, have been 

selected for the Indiana Music 
Educator s High 
School Honors Band. 475 
students from the state tried 
out and only 80 were select
ed. Seutter and Barlow were 

cants would be the type of 
peop le to ge t invo lved in the 
socie ty and comp lete thei r 
service hours once induct
ed," said Christy Allen, pres
ident of NHS. 

Though these standa rds 
are tradit ional. the review 
board is also ca reful to fac
tor time and dedication into 
the equation. 

ful in reading the applica
tions and tak ing eve ry
thing into cons idera tion," 
said Allen. 

"There is no formu la 
that equals leadersh ip. 
Every case is unique and 
is judge d on its 
merits,"said Koellner. 

To avoid tJ1e confu sion 
that was encoun tered last . 
year, Koelln er and Stebbins 
put out a bulletin sta ting the; 
requirements for being in! 
ducted. 

"We have to ask our
selv~s if each student appli
cant meets the standards that 
NHS has set," said Steb
bins. 

"Some of the ques tions 
the boa rd asks are: 'Does 
the student devote many 
hours to one activity ?' 'ls 
the participation merely 
nominal? Do they dedicate 
a few hours to many activi
ties?'" sa id Stebbins. 

"We don't give this 
hono r to the students. 
We're ju st here to make 
sure they have met the 
requirements. The y've 
ea rned it. The y dese rve 
to be part of NHS," he 
said . ■ 

Present participation is 
also weighed more heav ily 
than past involvement. 

"The board is really care-
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Then we have a speaker- today's is the 

Archb ishop of New Zealand. He talks about 
the day's theme of faith .. 

My friends make a point that shou ld 
have bee n obv ious to me before . They tell 
us that faith is not something tangible, but a 
feeling in the heart. This strikes me so 
deeply; probably because the feeli ngs in 
their hearts are so true. They are so cheerful 
and hold onto tha t feel ing of faith with such 
perservera nce. It shines on their faces. 
Wednesday, January 11: 

Today in our shar ing gro up, we lea rn a 
game . One person is in the center of the 
circle. The person in the middle has to do 
somethin g and we all follow him or her. 
When I 'm picked, I dance and they all do 
too. I ask Grace to tell me what the words to 
the game mean, and it turns into a Tagalog 
class. I write down a lot of the words I' ve 
learned . 

We go to Barrio Fiesta, the Filipino 
custo m which is bas ically partying. We 
have a mass first and then we all follow 
Filipino dancers in traditional cost umes and 
face-pai nt down the streets of Manila.We 
all are ca rrying cand les and we'r e j amming 
to stee l drums. The drum s don't stop until 
we've gone in a complete circle arq.u,.!)d tJ1e 
city. I don't want to stop danci ng.'We are 
asked to be the gues ts in all the games. We 
all thorough ly enj oy Barrio Fiesta. 
Thursday, January 12: 

Last day of Catechesis. I' m asked to do 
a read ing in front of these 3,000 people. I 
can handle it.. ... and I do okay. What I really 
can't wait for is to get in our groups. We 're 
all exc hanging adre sses and tak ing pic
tures. 

The theme today is Love! They' re all so 
cu te, saying "What is love? Have you ever 
been in love?" I try to express to them how 
loving they all are , how welcome they've 
made me feel. I really th ink Jesus is repre
sented in all the peop le here. 

We are prepar ing for our meeting with 
Pope John Paul II on Sunday, by having a 
holy hour with our Amer ican gro up at the 
co llege tonight. Our group leade r is speak
ing, and as I sit here and listen to her, I try 
to avoid all the thought s in-my mind. I can't , 
and I find myself face to face with the 
emotions I haven' t been dealing with. 

'Have you been pushing Jesus away be
cause you're not ready to hear what he 

Th a u 
the only students chosen fro.m 
St. Josep h County . 

SAT Dates 
The next S.A.T dates ar.e April 
1, May 6, and June 3. Talk to 
your counselor to find out 
where the testing sites are. 
Juniors are advised to take the 
SA T's at least once before their 
senior year. 

wants yo u to do? " Did she !,ave to say thar? 
I don't know if that's exactly what I' ve been 
doing, but I know I want to feel closer to 
Him than I have larely. ' 

I'm so glad I've made this pilgrima ge 
right now, because it helps me to feel that 
this has a place in my life . My body is 
sha king with sobs because I'm scared and 
I'm grate ful. For some reason, I' m here in 
Manila , and maybe I' m sent like everyone 
else. 

Afterwards, I talk to Father Tom , who 
sa id, 'Oh, what a blessing you 're here! ' 
Saturday , January 14: 

I think I ' m going to die. I don' t want to 
die. Did Fatlier Stan really have to pray that 
we wouldn't be hurt by "mas s human move
ment"' ! 

We are cam ping out at Rii.al Park, and 
the Pope is coming tonight. We are packed 
like sardines. It is so dirty and hot, and we 
have to cons tant ly drink water so that we 
don't drop from dehydratio n. Once the Pope 
comes, I'm able to see if I'm on someone's 
shou lders. 

Teens from all ove r the world ask the 
Pope questions and he answe rs accordi ng
ly. I have to admit I' m so tired and hungry 
that I'm not gelling as much out of it as I 
could. But the Pope is still as coo l as he was 
at WYO 1993, mak ing even more j okes. 
Sunday, January 15: 

Mass with Pope John Paul II. This is the 
second time in my short life I'm hav ing this 
expe rience . I hold hands with Filipino s and 
sing the theme song. 

I hear there are over four million people 
here- the bigges t event eve r to take place, 
and that ju st makes me so happy! We' re all 
here for God. 

The Pope once again is the grandest of 
commu nicators. In the middle of four mil
lion peop le, he makes me feel spec ial. He 
elaborates on all the different kinds of voca
tions there are and he mentions lheater and 
writing, my personal strong points. 

I admire Pope John Paul II so much, 
because he has brought all these young 
people toge ther. He stresses the importance 
of honoring our parents, and I can't wait to 
see mine. I feel like I' ve been gone for 
mont hs. I can't wait to share the love I' ve 
experie nced here in Manila with them and 
eve ryone in my life. ■ 

gh t s 
YWCA 

Senior Elizabeth Fusakio who 
will be honored as Riley High 
School's "outstanding senior 
woman ." Fusakio willl attend 
the YWCA Tribute to Women 
luncheon and will have her 
name inscribed on a plaque to 
be displayed in our school. 
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Practice pays off for wrestlers 
BECKY BANKOFF 
8PORTI BIITOR 

"Th is was the best team I have ever been 
associa ted with during my coac hing career 
at Riley,'' exclaimed Mike Smorin, varsity 
wrestling coach. 

Smor in is referring to the wrestl ing team 
that is currently ranked 17 in the state. They 
had an ove rall record of 12-3. Thei r confer 
ence record was 7-2. 

The team's only losses came to Penn and 
Mishawaka . When the boys wrestled Penn 
on Dece mber 3, Penn was ranked seventh in 
the state. Riley lost by j ust seven points. 

"It was a really close dua l meet. Every
one had wanted to win, and we were a little 
upset when we didn' t. We were disappoint
ed losing our first meet of the seaso n,'' 
comme nted Matt Nowak , senio r and cap 
tain. 

The wrestlers' other loss was to fourth 
ranked Mishawaka. They lost to them on 
two different occasions. The first was in a 
dual meet on December 5 in wh ich they lost 
by twe lve points. A dua l meet is where only 
two teams wrestle each other head to head. 

They lost to Mishawaka the seco nd time 
dur ing the Nort hern Indiana Conference 
Super Dual on January 14. The NIC Super 
Dual is a tournament that gives four or five 
conference teams a chance to wrestle one 
anothe r in a single day . 

"The second time we faced Mishawaka 
was in the NIC Super Dual. We did much 
better and only lost by three points. ft was a 

''This was the best team I have 
ever been associated with 

during my coaching career at 
Riley" 

Mica Smorln / Wrestling coach 

tough loss because it was so close . Howeve r 
we were not too upset because we knew 
Mishawaka was a good team ," exp lained 
senior and captain, Brandon Shiflett. 

Dur ing the course of the seaso n, the 
boys had fifteen dual meets and six tourna
ments . The tournaments were as follows: 
the Plymo uth Classic, the Calumet Invita
tiona l, the Tw in Lakes Invitat iona l, the 
Mishawaka Inv itational, the NIC Super 
Dual, and the Cu lver Military Inv itationa l. 

The wrestlers generally had a dua l meet 
once a week and a tournament eve ry week
end. The wrestling team likes to have as 
many tournamen ts as possible throughout 
the season. 

Nowak exp lained this by saying, " We 

SPORTS 
ROSTER 

❖Chris Dawson 
❖ Pat Freepan 
❖Matt Ginter 
❖ Ryan Heyde 
❖ Frank Long 
❖ Quincy Lunford 
❖ Tijuan Moody 
❖ Matt Nowak 
❖ John Retzloff 
❖ Mike Shaffer 
❖ Brandon Shil1ett 
❖ Clarence Wigfall 
❖ Todd Wisniew ski 

ERICA COSTELLO 

LOOKING FOR THE PIN/Freshman, Clarence Wigfall practices his 
wrestling moves against senior, Luis Salazar. 

like to have more tournament s and less 
dual meets because it makes for a tougher 
schedule. We actually have one of the 
toughe st schedules in the state and by far 
the most difficu lt in the area." 

Wrestling sectionals were held at Misha
waka High Schoo l on January 28. Riley 
placed third behind Penn, which came in 
second, and Mishawaka which was the 
champion. 

"We went into sect ionals expect ing to 
win. We knew we could win and were 
disappoin ted when we d idn't. Overall it 
was close. We had several tough matches 
in the morning that went the wrong way. 
We were mad about our losses and were 
down for the rest of the day. That affec ted 
the final ouicome," said Smori n. 

Altho ugh as a team, Riley placed third 
in the sect ionals, several individuals were 
able to advance to regionals. ln order to do 
this they had to either win or come in 
second in the ir weight class. 

Six wrestlers from Riley qualified to 
advance to regionals . They were freshman, 
Clarence Wigfa ll who placed second;jun
ior, Mike Shaffe r who placed first;ju nior, 
Ryan Hyde who placed second; senior, 
Matt Ginter who placed first; senior, Nowak 
who placed first; and sen ior, Shiflett who 
placed first. All of these wrestle rs compe t
ed in the regio nals at LaPorte High School, 
February 4. 

The wrestle rs can attrib ute all of lhei r 
success to the ir practice s. The wres tlers 
practiced Monday through Friday from 3 

p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

' 

"A typical practice con
sists of stretching, pract ic
ing moves.doing drills, live 
wrestling, running , sit-ups. 
push- ups, and more wres
tling," sa id Nowak. 

The wrestlers also had 
the option to come in on 
Mondays, Wednesdays , 
and Fridays to lift weights. 
However, it was not man
datory. 

"Not everyone came in 
early in the morning to lift. 
However , all of us who did 
lift weigh ts early advanced 
into regionals. Obviou sly, 
it must have paid off," sa id 
Shiflell. 

"The practices for semi-

state will be tougher and more concentra
tion will be involved. Coach is push ing us 
harder now so we will peak toward s semi
state," said Nowak. 

"A typical practice consists of 
stretching, practicing moves, 
doing drills, live wrestling, 

running, sit-ups, push-ups, and 
more wrestling." 

Matt Nowak / Senior 

Shiflett added, "Prac tices will be better 
because all of the jokesters will be gone . 
Everyone will work real hard and C9ach 
will be able to spend more Lime with each 
indiv idual." · 

With improvement over last year's team, 
there was a noticeab le increase of talent. 

"Th is was the hardest working group I 
have ever coached. It is just unfortu nate that 
they have gotten so little recognition in and 
out of schoo l," said Smorin. 

Tea m unity has also increased since last 
year. 

"The loss of last year's senjo rs didn't 
affect this year's team. Actually our prac-

"Everyone will work real hard 
and coach will be able to spend 
more time with each individual." 

Br•don Shiflett/ Senior 

lices were more beneficial and go more 
smoo thly," said Nowak. 

Smorin added, "They were working hard 
and doing a good job . They accomp lished 
every thing we asked of them. " 

Some of tl1e success and unil5' can be 
allr ibuted to the senior capta ins: Nowak, 
Shifleu, T ijuan Moody, and Ginter., They 
were selected by their teammates . . 

Nowak said, "I have ju st tried to lead'by 
example." 

Smorin added, "The captains have done 
eve rything we asked of them." 

Smorin said, "Our goal is to get all six 
wrestlers who qual ified for regiona ls down 
to state. It's realistic to say that five will 
make it." ■ 
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Name: 
Brandon 
Shiflett 

Year: 
Senior 

Strengths: He has good 
technique. 

Weaknesses : He men
tally lets his opponents 
stay in the match. 

Name: 
Mike 
Shaffer 

Year: 
Junior 

Strengths: He is quick. 

Weaknesses: His endur
ance, however it has 
improved tremendously. 

Name: 
Ryan 
Heyde 

: Year: 
j Junior -

Strengths: He is a domi
nating offensive wrestler. 

Weaknesses : He does 
not know how talented 
he really is. 

Name: 
Clarence 
Wigfall 

Year: 
Fresh
man 

Strengths: Physically 
strong for a one hundred 
pounder. 

Weaknesses : He is 
inexperienced. 



Substance abuse: Athletes face the consequences 
MELISSA LODOEN 
BNTORIVCH& 

Drinking and smoking are IIends that 
have caug ht on quick ly in the last few years. 
Teen s are do ing it more and more- and 
some of them can't stop for their ath letic 
seasons. 

"The Code of Conduct stales that the 
punishm ent will be the same if the student 
is in or out of season . So even if they stop 
during the i rseas on they cou ld sti 11 get caught 
9ut of season and receive the suspension," 
said John Berta , athle tic direc tor. 

The punishment for the first offense is a 
60 school day suspen sion from all act ivities 
(practice and play, meetings, etc.) Secon d 
offense punishment is one calendar year 
suspension from all cu rricu lar activ ities . 

Third offense is career suspension from 
all extracu rricular activi ties. However, for 
those penal ties of seco nd and thi rd offens
es, a student may be reinstat ed after serving 
the first offense penalty and completion of 
a schoo l-approved rehab ilitation program. 

According to the Studen t Activities Code 
of Conduct, participating in the student ac
tivities program within the South Bend 
School Community School Corporation is a 
privilege, and there are certain gu ide lines to 
be folJowed. 

"Eve ry student was given a Student Ac
tivities Code of Conduct contract and was to 
turn them in to the at tendance office . How
ever, we make sure the athletes have signed 
them and abide by the rule s," said Berta . 

It states in the Code of Conduct that a 
student shall not have in tl1eir possess ion or 
use a lco holic beverage s, marijuana or any 

" If someone tells us about a 
particular athlete we can check 
into it, but we cannot do any
thing to that athlete until we 

have valid proof." 

John Berta / Athletic Director 

other co ntro lled or abusive substance. 
Accor ding to Berta tllere seems to be an 

increasing demand to drink. 
Out of 60 randomly surveyed ath letes, 

30 drink on an average of four times a 
month , or once every weekend. However 
24 stop or slow down their intake during 
season . 

"If you stop soo n enoug h, you can recov 
er. Long term use of alcohol can dama ge 
internal organs, but teens don ' t have to 
worry about that now . The thing tha t they 
need to worry about is dr inki ng and dr iving 
which can kill," said Gwen Stines, Sout h 
Bend Commun ity School Corpora tion sub
stance abuse coord inator. 

So, the athlete is saving his or her body 
for the time that he or she is not using the 

alcoho l, but what about playing the sport? 
"In order for Ille athle te to be caught, we 

mus t have valid proof . If someone tells us 
about a parti cular athlete we can check in to 
we cannot do anyth ing to that particular 
athlete unt il we have valid proof," sa id 
Berta . 

There are many ways that those particu
lar athletes that use alcohol can be spotted. 

"Those athletes tend to fatigue rap idly. 
Atllletes coming to 
practice or a game after 
drinking canot function lo 
the ir full potential. We ca n spo t these ath
letes, but that is not valid proof," said Berta. 

Acco rd ing to 
Stines, a cha nge in att itude can bea sign that 
they are using alcohol. 

"They can't perform to Ille best of their 
abil ities and you can see a negative at titude 
in their behavior towards the other team
mates," said Eric Hollister, juni or basket
ba ll player . 

If there are definite signs that people can 
see, how are ath letes gett ing away with it? 

"Oetting away with drinking during sea
son is just like gett ing away with it during 
any othert imeoft he year-you just have to 
be carefu l. You have to be aware of who is 
around you and the area in wh ich you do it. 
It is not a goo d idea to do it when teamm ates 
are around. Another tip is, don' t go to 
pract ice with the smel I on you, and don ' t ge t 
tota lly drunk the day before practice," said 
James Newto n* (alias), who drinks and 
smoke s during his ath letic season. 

According to St ines, it is eas ier to tell if 
an athlete smokes rather tllen tllose who 
dr ink. 

Out of the 60 randomly surveyed ath
letes, 20 smoke on an average of one pack 
a month. However, 18 of those ath letes cut 
down or stop during seaso n. 

"Smoking cigarettes can make you lose 
the abil ity to keep up with the rest of the 
teammates and you can see that very soo n," 
she sa id . 

"I don't think that you can realjy tell the 
people who have been dr inking, but you can 
tell the ones who smoke. They wi ll be 
slowe r or out of breathe very qu ickly," said 
David Platt, j unior swim mer. 

Accord ing to Newton* , it is easy to ge t 
away with smok ing. 

"You can ligh t up ju st abou t anywhere 
and not get caugh t. Unless you smoke-i t-up 
in front of a coach, you won ' t have any 
problem . If you feel the urge to smoke 
before practice, you can always cove r it up 
by chewing gum, having something to eat, 
or brush ing your teeth," said Newton*. 

Not only do the athletes that drink and 
smoke abuse their own bodies, but they can 
hurt their team as a whole also. 

"It' s the ir life, and if they feel that they 
benefit from drink ing or smoking , then a ll 
Ille power to them. But when I see it make 
a difference in their ab ility, I get upset. 

.SCOREBOARD 

Sports are a team activity and they are 
hurt ing the tea m as well as themselves," 
said Ar is Relia s, juni or socce r player. 

"When their 
drinking or smoking affects their perfor
mance, it is very disrespectfu l to the ir team, 
not to mention selfish,' ; said Doug Gilmer, 
senior swimmer. 

Acco rding to Stines, Berta, and I 00 per
cent of the athletes surveyed, the athletes 
who drink or smoke will not be able to 
perform to his or her full potent ial as long as 
he or she con tinu es. 

"You can never perform to your full 
potential. You will always be behind those 
who don't," said Newton .* 

But if the ath lete does quit, he or she will 
see a change in your performanc e. 

"Next year the socce r team sho uld have 
a team comm itment not to drink or smo ke. 
It will make a positive difference on the 
team as a whole, because I have seen it 
make a differe nce in my individua l play," 
said John Carro ll, sophomore, soccer play
er. 

"I want to quit smoking or at least cut 
down. I've always used it as way to re lax or 
dea l with st ress. It is now to the point where 
l am complete ly addicted. And I don' t like 
being dependent on a chemical. Sometimes 
I think back to the time iliat I didn' t smoke, 
and I realize that I could run a lot fas ter and 
perform much better. I want to be like tllat 
aga in," said Newton*. 

Is it more important to pay attention to 
what the athle tes are putting in tlleir body 
because they tend to be in the spo tlight? 

"The 
only difference be 
tween athletes and 
other students is that the athletes' perfor

mance is more visible . They should set an 
exa mple so kids can see the benefits of not 
smoking and see what happen?w hen they 
do. 

It is very important for someo ne in the 
spot light to fail, so that they can see what 
happe ns, but it is -l""'l""T"T'""""..,....,.-,-._ 
ju st too bad that 
someone would 
have to fail in or
der to improve," 
sa id Berta. ■ 

ATHLETICS 
LmER JACIETS 

$5 Off With 
This Ad 

❖ Saturday, March 11, 
and Sunday, March 12 
and 19 are South Side 
Little League registra
tions at the Clubhouse 
conference room on 
400 W. Ewing. 

❖ Friday, March 3, Ameri
can Turners will begin 
running high school 
soccer leagues for 
boys and girls . 

❖ The weekend of March 
3 through the 5 is the 
Hockey City Cham
pionships at the Ice 
Box. 

❖ Monday, February 27, 
is the first day of the 
third annual Riley ping 
pong tourney. Al/ stu
dents and faculty can 
enter. There is a 50¢ 
entry fee and prizes 
will be awarded . 

❖ Tuesday, February 28, 
the boys' varsity bas
ketball sectionals be
gin. They will continue 
throughout the week. 
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Name: 
Ben Schlueter 

Position : 
Co-captain of 
the swim team 

Year: 
Senior 

What are three words that best de
scribe your athletic playing style? 
Power, turnover, and finesse. 
Who is your sports hero? Anyone who 
works hard and doesn 't ride on other 
people's work. 
What is the best part about being an 
athlete? Being part of a team and work
ing hard tor a common goal. 
What is the worst part about being an 
athlete? The amount of time you have 
to put into it. 
If you could watch any athlete per
form, who would it be? Kerien Perkins 
What is your proudest moment as an 
athlete? Swimming down state and 
receiving a medal for my relay. 
What is the most memorable thing 
you heard your coach say? " ... drive, 
drive, drive!" 

Name: 
Ryan Hartzell 

Position: 
Varsity basket
ball point guard 

Year: 
Senior 

What are three words that best de
scribe your athletic playing style? 
Quickness, hustle, heart. 
Who is your sports hero? John Stock
ton. 
What is the best part about being an 
athlete? Staying in shape and the 
recogni tion. 
What is the worst part about being an 
athlete? Practicing every day. 
What is your proudest moment as an 
athlete? Getting to the final four in AAU, 
but the bes t is ye t to come. 
What is the most memorable thing 
you have heard you coach 
say? "The way you prac tice is how you 
are going to perfo rm in the game." 

Pflugn.er excels in and out of school 
AARON YOUNG 
ST AFf REPORTBI 

When walking down the 
halls, you may overlook 
many people. But at 6'7" 
Mike Pnugne r is someone 
that you can' t miss. 

Pllugner is very involved 
hereat Riley and elsewhere. 
He is a member of student 
council, the prayer group, 
his church youth group, and 
Nario11a/ Honor Society. Bot 
he is best known for his ath
letic ability. He has played 
football since seventh grade 
and basketball since fifth 
grade. Heisalsoa keymem
ber of the track team. 

Pllugner plays defensive 
end in football. He says that 
it is his dream pos ition. 
"You can do whatever you 
want, and not get in trouble. 
But I got thrown out of the 
Washington game," he said. 

Pllugner threw a fist al a 
member of the opposing 
learn after he got kicked. 

Pflugner also plays for
ward on the basketball team. 
He would like lo play bas
ketball in college, although 
he has received scholarships 
for all three sports that he 

plays. ''I'd rather play bas
k,etball than football because 
the re's less stress on the 
body, not as much contact, 
a11d the people are bigger in 
football," said Pllugner. 

Pflugner has football of
fe rs from Northweste rn , 
Purdue, Indiana, Ball State, 
Central Mich igan, and 
Western Michigan. For bas
ketball he has offers from 
Cal State-Fullerton, Indiana 
State, Campbell, Butler.and 
Sanford. Wabash and Indi
ana have offered scholar
ships for track. Mike has 
decided on Butler Universi
ty . 

There is another part of 
Pll ugner that most people 
don' t think about, his per
sonality. His girlfriend, Jen
nifer Hicks says, "Mike is 
hard working and consider
ate. He gets along with oth
er people and is usually in a 
good mood." Hicks says, 

"When he was dating his 
ex-girlfriend, I thought that 
I would never date someone 
that tall. When I first met 
him he was kind of quiet, 
but now he's not quiet at 
all ." 

Pllugner has his good 

CO UH I NEY AUil 

HUFFING AND PUFFING/ Senior, Mike Pflugn-
er takes a breather during the Clay game. 

points and his bad points. 
"He is very talented and ded
icated to what he does. He 
doesn • t care what others 
think of him, and he is re
sponsible. But he is also sar
castic and indecisive. He 
won' t directly answer my 
questions, like if ! cook din
ner and ask him what he 

wants. He makes me decide 
for him. And he chea ts 
whenever we play games," 
says Hicks. 

Pflugner thinks he knows 
what he'll do after college. 
"I' ll se1tle down with a nice 
person and have lots of kids, 
maybe quintuplets, so they 
could all be on the baska-
ball team," he says. 

Hoopers prepare for sectionals 
KALIAH WADE 
STAFF REPORTBI 

Watch out all you bas
ketball lovers. If you're 
looking for action on the 
court, then your search ends 
here. 

The 'Cats have got the 
dunks, the jumpers, and the 
moves to leave you stand
ing on end. 

"I think coach Bob Berg
er is a really intense coach 
who wants the best for his 
players," said Marcus Wil
son senior varsity member. 

Coach Berger said, "l 
didn' t directly encourage the 
guys to condi tion them
selves before season. I did 
encourage them to play as 
much as possible. because 
doing that helps get them in 
shape, and improves their 
game." 

Wilson said that he con
ditioned himself by playing 
a lot over the summer, and 
by doing lots of running. 

"Since last year, the team 
has shown vast improve
ment," says Berger. 

Wilson said, "I as an in
dividual have improved, my 
jumping ability, strength, 
speed, and awareness of the 
game.'' 

Acco rding to Berger, 
Marcus is one of the best 
shooters in the state, but his 
weakness is perimeter de
fense. 

Senior Mike Pllugner is 
rugged, and will knock you 
down if necessary. He needs 

COURl NEY AUIZ 

LOOKING FOR HELP/J unior, Kelvin Winbush 
passes the basketball to his teammate . 

to work on post defense, said 
Berger. 

Senior Ryan Hartzell 
along with j unior Calvin 
Winbush can cause people 
gr ief defensively. he (Berg
er) also said that Hartzell 
needs to work on his shoot, 
and that Winbush needs to 
work on ball handling. 

Seniors Char les Kaser 
and Harrington Greer are 
both very aggressive, but 
Kaser needs to be aggrcs
si ve I 00 percent of the time, 
and Greer needs to work on 
his shot selection. 

"The one thing they as a 
team still need to work on is 
team defense." 

Since the beginning of 
the seasori, Berger says that 
Marcus has improved his 
intensity and is more com
petilive. He says that since 
Christmas, Pllunger has av
eraged 24 points a game and 
14 rebounds. Berger also 
states that Winbush' s steadi
ness is gelling better. 

"I feel good about the 
team' s altitude. The seniors 
arc ready to make some 
noise," said Berger. 

Acco rding to Berger, 
their goal is to make it down 
to the playoffs . 

' l think we can make a 
run for state if not win in 
all" , said Wilson. 

Pflugner agrees, "We 
could go all the way if we 
play as a team". 

Berger comments on the 
team's weak spots. "We 
need more people to step up 
besides Marcus and Mike, 
we need to improve on the 
defensive end than on scor
ing", he said. 

Before they go down to 
state Clay, Warsaw, and 
Merril ville will be the teams 
to beat. Unfortunately the 
'Cats lost to Merri I vi lie, and 
lo Clay. 

With the sectionals com
ing, coach Berger is busy 
preparing the 'Cats . 

"We're pulling in new 
things. some different de
fenses including those from 
games earlier in the season. 
We' re also tapering off so 
that we're not so tired. 
We' re mainly trying to get 
the mental aspect more than 
physical. 

Regionals are the follow
ing week in Elkhart. 

The varsity lineup con
sists of: seniors Marcu s 
Wilson, Mike Pflugner, 
Ryan Hartzell, Charles Kas
er, Harrington Greer; jun
iors Eric Hollister, Kelvin 
Winbush, Joel Gates; soph
omores Cep hus Phi llips, 
Tony Echols, and Frank 
Stork. ■ 
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Lifters proyide extra support 
AARON YOUNG 
STAff REPOIITBI 

It's not ju st the cheer
leade rs who en tertain the 
fans in supppo rting the team , 
it 's also the lifters, who've 
been performing since 1985. 

According to coach Nora 
Hicks, anyone can do stunts. 

"Si nce perfor ming a stunt 
is mainly technique and 
some strength, a nyon e 
shou ld be able to do a stu nt. 
A person must make up their 
mind they can do it first," 
she said . 

Also important to the suc
cess of the stunt is timing. 
Tru st between the cheer 
leader and her lifter 
is also a factor. Nate 
Goffinet, j uni o r, 
says, "If there is no 
trust, not hing (a 
stunt) will ever go 
up." 

Je nni fer Hicks, 
jun ior, says, " If a 
cheer leader and her 
Ii fter don' I have 
trust, they won 't ac
comp lish any thin g 
and they only end 
up fighting or get
ting injured." 

The squad does 
several stunts, from 
basic to d ifficult. 
Some of the first stunts a 
couple learns to do are shoul
der sits, a Miami up, and a 
chair . 

Shoulder sits are the most 
basic . The lifter picks up 
the cheerleader and sets her 

gen tly on his right shoulde r. 
In a Miami up, the cheer
leader is held horizontally 
over the lifter's head, and 
with pract ice, is dismount 
ed by rolling down. 

A cha ir is slightly more · 
difficult. The lifter flicks 
the girl up and catc hes her 
with his right hand. The 
chee rleader looks like she is 
sitting in a chair, thu s the 
name. 

Some stunts require two 
lifters; these are extens io11s 
and basket tosses. Baske t 
tosses seem to be a rea l 
crowd pleaser. Two lifters 
weave their arms like a bas
ket, then throw a girl into 

the air. This stunt can also 
be done with three lifters, 
enabl ing the cheer leade r to 
go eve n higher. 

There are many advan
tages to having lifter s on the 
squad . 

"It adds a new dimen-
sio n to cheeri ng. It makes 
us different from oth er 
squads. Having lifters dou 
bles the size of our varsity 
squad. With a large squad, 
we can expa nd cheers into 
pyramids, we can be mor e 
creative," says tl1e coach. 

Kristy Wiseman, sop ho
more, says, "They are a big 
help at the games. Th ey 
make our chant s loude r a nd 
our floor cheers more im
press ive." 

As with anything, there 
are disadvan tages . 

"We are at risk for inju
ries. Stunts can be danger
ous i fnot done proper( y. We 

stress safe ty at all 
times. Occasiornal
ly, the squad wants 
to goof off, but most 
of the time they work 
hard. Sometimes we 
have problems if 
someone isn't ge t
ting a stunt as fasl as 
the res t," says the 
coach. 

Sometimes the 
squad does not ge t 
along. Accordin g to 
Chri s Milovich.jun
ior, " It depends on 
what day it is. Some 
days are great and 
some are tough and 

no one ge ts along." 
Wiseman says, "Beca use 

we spe nd so much time to
gether we have to at least try 
to get along. Most of the 
t ime it isn't a problem." 

More guys tried out for 

tlie team this year tlian ever 
before . The coach says that 
it grew at first because the 
girls asked guys to come 
out, but it really took off 
because the guys enjoye d it 
and told thei r friends. 

The team had a chance to 
go to Florida and perform 
during a bowl game, but the 
squad was short on funds . 
They earned this priv ilege 
by winning a trophy for Most 
Impr oved Squad at UCA 
camp at St. Mary' s. UCA 
cam p is a camp he ld by the 
UniversaJ Cheer leading As

sociat ion. Squads go to learn 
cheers, stunts, and dances. 

Also at camp, seniors, 
Mike Ferguson, who is our 
mascot, and, Kyle Carson 
earned All-Star status. On ly 
a small percentof thoseco m
peting receive this award. 

They competed a"'gainst 
other cheerleade rs from 
around thr region, and are 
ju dged by the UCA staff. , 
The staff are cheer leaders • 
from differen t col leges. 

Ferguson did a ski t, a 
jump, and a cheer. Carson 
did a cheer, a jum p, and a 
stunt. By be ing All-Stars · 
they were invited to perform , 
in London duri ng Christmas 
vacatio n. 

If someone wou ld like to , 
become a lifter, they must 
try out like all of the other 
cheerle aders. Try outs will 
be held somet ime in the 
spring. 

■ 

WINTER SPORTS/ 
Far left: Mike Oben
chain, sophomore, 
prepares to attempt a 
backdive. 
Top: Nick Kolesiak, 
freshman, is in tuck 
position attempt ing a 
one and a half, as 
diving coach, Mike 
White, and sopho
more, Brian Hurt 
watch. 
Bottom: Matt Phillips, 
freshman, prepares to 
hit the water after 
jumping off the diving 
board. 

All PHOTOS 0V Will DEANHARDT 

\Nrestling 

Matt Ginter Matt Nowak 
His wrestling skills are He is an outstanding 
technically sound. all around wrest ler. 

Porns 

Amy Chevrie 
She has improved her 
skills. 

Florence Swanson 
She is very depend
able and trustworthy . 


