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Sophomores meet their match 
The class of 2000 takes the ISTEP test to graduate from high school 

Monica Sw in tz 
Editor -in-chief/ Sport s Editor / Ne ws 

next leve l. But I do think there sho uld be included 
in the rest soc ial stud ies and sc ience," said Mary 
Lawson teacher. 

Each student at Riley w ho has eight to 19 
credits is requ ir ed to take the exam in th e fall . Each 
was designated to a second floor room with th eir 
fe llow soph omo re classmat es. T he rest of t he 
students w ere respon sibl e for findin g someth in g to 
do for th e first three hour s and 15 m inu tes of th e 
clay. 

"Th e state gave us a very ri gid sched ule. We 
didn 't have much contro l ," said Chery l Fleming , 

v ice principa l. 
Whil e the sophomores we re 

testing , the rest of the students had 
study hall. 

"I do understand that th e 
test is state mandated and students 
do bett er in smaller groups. But i t 's 
too bad that som ethin g cou ld not 
have been clone to avo id di srupting 
1 5 hours of the other stud ent s' 
ed ucation ," said Mary McMann , 
language teac her. 

Some teachers wi sh to see 
the chree , ours and 15 minutes in 
the morn ing util ized bett er for the 
freshmen , juni ors and seniors next 
year. "In th e teach er s' meeti ng 
befo re ! STEP , we brought up letting 
sen iors wo rk in the co mmunity , 
letti ng the freshmen work on study 
prog ram s, and letti ng the j uniors job 
shadow ," said Lawso n . 

"I think for next year t he test needs some 
evaluat ion and m ake i t a littl e mor e flexibl e," said 
Flemin g. 

The class of 2000 is now required 
to pass a graduation exan1, rsTEP in o rder to 
quali fy fo r a high schoo l dip loma . 

This year 's !STEP tests wi ll be graded b y 
co llege graduat es w ho are train ed in sco ring . Th e 
scores wi ll be based on co rrect answ ers as w ell as 
conte nt , level of un derstand ing o f quest ion s and 
abil i ty to com muni cate answers. 

This year 's !STEP test is not w hat i t used to be. 
The old version contai ned primarily mu lt iple cho ice 
qu esti ons. The newe r form of the ! STEP has fewe r 
multiple Cho.ice questi ons and more essay type qu es­
tions , in cludin g stor y problems th at show how we ll 
student s prob lem solve, read and w rit e. 

Sophomore w ho took the !STEP you will 
have four more opportunities to test again: tw o 
tim es each junior and sen ior year. On ce you 've 
passed either the mathematics or English sections of 
the test , you do not have to retak e them. • ''I'm in favor of the test. If yo u don 't have the 

knowled ge yo u shouldn 't gradu ate or mov e on to the 

~!:a:! P~!~,!he~f ~~!o,d!~ut~.,n!h!~ee 
Diverse Ideas Editor/ Copy Supe r inte nd ent of Reed was coming to tal k to Ri ley co mmunit y. 
Editor schoo ls, Dr. Suellen Reed, our schoo l about th e "All thes e peop le 

It 's w,uall y hard co mp lete ly shock ed importance of educati on . have acted as a support 
to fool n in e year veteran McCullo ugh with a M il ken She was then go ing to syste m for me. I 've reali zed 
Rile y principal George Award , w hi ch entitl es h im present an award to one of at th is poin t in my li fe and 
McCu llough , a man who to $25 ,000 . t he teac hers ," McC ullough caree r that you need 
prid es him self on staying Four statewid e explain ed . peop le to help you; yo u 
wise to the hap pe nings Mi lk en Awards are giv en Mc Cull ough w ill can 't do i t by yourself ," said 
at Riley. So it came as a annuall y to ed ucators who rece ive hi s monetary pri ze McCu llough . 

demo n- next Jun e at a natio nal In her two full 

WORKIN G TOGETHER/P rincipal Georg e 
M cCu llough and h is secretary Esther 
Robin son work tog ether every day to keep 
Riley runn ing . 

strate co nvent ion in Los Angele s. years at Ril ey, assistant 
super ior - McC ullo ugh plans to mak e pr in c ipal Cheryl Flemin g 
i ty in a dona ti on to Unit ed Way. has go tten the cha nce to 
leaders hip "I also w ant to wo rk side by side 
abilities or take a ni ce vacati on ," said McCullo ugh . 
innovativ e McC ull ough . "One of the first 
curri cu- Acc o rding to thin gs I not iced abo ut him 
!um McCullo ugh , this aw ard is wa s hi s self -confidence and 
instru c- th e resu lt o f a culmination hi s tak e-charge mann er," 
tion. of thi ngs that peopl e have said Fleming . 

"Thi s 
aw ard 
came as a 
tota l 

taug ht him over t he years. Flem in g also 
He g ives credit to his late noti ced McCull ough 's bi g 
ment or, Charles Martin and smil e. 
fo rmer Riley principal A lgie "That I am ex pect ed 
Oldham . Mc Cullou gh also to do ," Mc Cull ough said • 

surpr ise to pr aises hi s famil y,~ , 

Block Scheduling will 
come to Riley next year 
Jas on McFarley 
Divers Ideas Editor/ Copy 
E_ditor __ ____ _ 

Although 
blockf our sched ­
uling was ap­
proved 63-24 by 
teach ers last mont h, 
the change needs appr ova l 
by th e schoo l board. 

"Our hope is to 
have block scheduling 
fully impl emented next 
schoo l year, but the issue 
has not been brought 
before the South Ben d 
school boa rd yet ," said 
Chery l Flem ing, assistant 
prin cipal. 

A 70 percent 
maj ority was needed to 
pass the bl ock system . It 
was passed by a 70 .7 
pe rce nt majori ty, w hi ch 
meant one teacher was 
the deciding factor in the 
vo te . 

some of next year 's 
senio rs in graduating. 

"Students will 
have the opportu nit y to 
take mo re required 
co urses ov er, and a 

chance to take more 
elect ives," said Kielton . 

In fact , teachers 
are in the process of 
deve loping new elect ives, 
said gu idan ce counse lor 
Beth Horban . 

'·Mor e elect ive 
choices wil l help fill in 
the ope n spots in stu­
dents ' schedules , beca use 
all students (with the 
exclus ion of co-op 
parti c ipant s) must selec t 
L 6 classes fo r next year," 
ITo rban said. 

This includ es 
next year 's seniors , 
although many of them 
will onl y need fewer than 
five credits in orck r to 

The block- P.'!"'!r.!l''PP,~'t"!ll!~'P-1'~~...,~~~ .. 
scheduling 
proposa l has been 
in the works for 
the past thr ee 
years. Teachers 
and administrators 
have clone exte n­
sive researc h 
co nc ernin g block 
schedu ling , 
in cl uding reading 
boo ks on th e 
subj ec t and 
visiting schoo ls 
with th e block 
system in th ei r 
curri cu lum s. 

Th e last 
time the pr oposal 
was voted on , in 

June o f 1996 , it 
was rejected , lo sing 
on ly by thre e vot es. 
This year, if the scho ol 
board approves Ril ey 's 
block sch eduling 
propo sal, the system 
w ill tak e eff ec t at the 
start of the 1998-99 
schoo l year. 

Und er a block ­
four system , student s 
wil l take fo ur classes, 
rang ing fr om 85-90 
mi nut es, five clays a 
week for four nine ­
w eek terms .Thi s will 
all ow students to earn 
up to 16 c redit s per 
year, rath er th an the 
pr esent 12. 

"Block schedulin g 
may also benefit 
st udents by allowi ng 
th em to con centrat e on 
homewo rk for four 
c lasses instead of six ," 
said Flemin g. 

An d , accord ing to 
Denni s Ki elton , d irec­
tor of guidan ce , b loc k 
schedulin g should aid 

DAVID GUSTAFSON AND JASON MCFARlEY 

graduate ; the y sti ll mu st 
fi ll thei r sch edul es. 

"Man y stud ent s 
w ho are plann ing to take 
co-curr icu lar activities 
such as ban d, news paper , 
or yearb ook , can aut o­
maticall y fill four of th eir 
blo cks easily. T hen w hen 
yo u facto r in an all year , 
requir ed cou rse lik e 
Eng li sh, that leaves onl y 
eig ht blocks ," said Horban. 

With all its 
advant ages, bl oc k schedu l­
ing will benefit not onl y 
stud ents , but teach ers as 
well . Kielton hopes to see 
fewer students pe r class 
and teach ers instru c ting 
fiv e classes rath er than six 
per 18 weeks. 

Althoug h no 
schedu les have been made 
up as o f ri ght now, the 
guidance departm ent 
plans to start scheduling 
w ith stud ents as earl y as 
N ovem be r. • 
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Ffaslt .; 
Baclc 

v Hom ecomin g 
The homecomin g court con­
sisted or eight seniors. T hey 
were Erin Wi bbens, A manda 
Winn , Dana Varner. Whitn ey 
Du erin gc r, Pamela Boone, 
Juli e Brasseur, Ky lea A sher, 
and Jadah Horr all. Home­
co m in g qu ee n w as Juli e 
Brasseur. The homecomin g 
parade went fr om Ril ey Lo 
Jackson midd le schoo l and 
the freshman class wo n the 
annual noat competit ion. The 
music departm ent sold Port­
a-Pit to accommodate every­
body 's hunger. Th ere was a 
dance sponsored by the se­
nior class after the game. 

v Band 
T he marchin g band pl aced 
second out o f thr ee in the 
contest at Co lum bia Cit y on 

cpt em ber 27. Al so, th ey 
marched in the South Bend 
marchin g fest iv al at seven 
p.m. al schoo l fi eld on Sep­
tember 24. Th e Marc hin g 
Wi/dco ls placed fir st out of 
ten South Bend bands. On 
Oc tober 4, th ey we nt to 
I.S.S.M .A. co ntest and re­
ceived a fir st di v ision ratin g. 
T hey placed seventh out of 
ten. 

v !STEP Testing 
!ST EP testin g took place the 
week of 9-22 and wa s fo r 
those who had enough credit 
to be co nsidered a sopho-

more. The sophomores have 
to pass the test to graduate. 
Freshman , juni ors, and se­
ni ors were in fir st hour for 
three hours whil e the sopho­
mores took the test. 

v Prayer Group 
Th e prayer group has been 
meetin g on a regular basis for 
weeks and w i ll co ntinu e to 
meet in Tom M organ's room. 
3 17. at 7: 10 am every morn­
ing for a prayer. A lso, they 
meet eve ry M o nd ay and 
Thur sday at 3:00 p.m. in his 
room. 

v Donut Friday 
The premi ere of annual do­
nut Fr iday was on October 4 . 
A vari ety of donuts are on 
sale for 50 cents in the lobby 
every football Frid ay by the 
senior c lass. 

v Block Schedulin g 
Bl ock schedulin g w ill be in 
eff ect for next year. The vole 
took pl ace last month. T he 
teachers who voted in favo r 
of the bloc k won the majo ri­
ty w hich was determin ed by 
on I y one vote. 

v State Award 
O n Oc tobe r 2 , pr in c ip al 
Geo rge M cC ull oug h re ­
ce i ved th e Mil ke n state 
awa rd for out stand in g 
achi eve ment in educati on. 
The award is only awarded to 
four educators in the ent ire 
state or Ind iana. He received 
the award in fro nt of the en­
ti re schoo l at the surprise al l 
-schoo l assembl y held in hi s 
honor. 

The Review is pub lished by the Publications staff at 
Riley High Schoo l, 405 East Ew ing, South Bend, 
Indiana , 46613 . The intent of The Review is to inform 
and entertain the public of eve_nt_s occ urr ing w it~in 
and outside the school. Any op 1111ons expressed 111 
thi s pub licati on are not necessmil_y th~ opinio_ns of 
The Review, exce pt for the edit oria ls 111 the View­
po ints section. The Review maintain s the right to 
print others' opi nions, but is unbiased and does not 
supp o rt them. 

The Review is a self-supporting publication. Advertis­
ing is our main source of revenue. We accept contribu­
tions. frq ,:n any guest reporter. We accept advertising from 
area merchants and corporation s. The printing of this 
publi cation is done by Frank Morico ni and his Gra phic 
Art s class at LaSalle High Schoo l. 
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''Best in The World'' 
Nick Sc/Jafer 
Editor-In-Chief/ Copy 

I 
Editor/Centerspread ed itor 

A t the internationa l 
co mpet i ti on held in June , 
on ly one Amer ican Future 

I 
Problem Solving team placed 
f i rst in i ts d i v i sion. T hat 
team, from Ri ley, is also the 
only team from Indiana ever 
to place in that comp eti tio n. 

I 
T he senior team of 

K imber Brenneman. Natal ie 
Gar rett, Co ll een Jurka i tes 
and Erin W ibbens beat out 
t he team s from 48 othe r 
states and Five other nations 
f rom New Zealand to Au stra­
li a fo r the hono r or " best in 
the wo rld."' T he competi tio n 

I 
was held at the Univer sity of 
M ichi gan at Ann Arbo r and 
att racted 2,000 student s. 

T h e i r 

di v idualit y which is why we 
inv ented an orga ni zat ion 
cal led HBO (Helped By the 
O ld) . Throu gh the program, 
the old people would go out 
into the communit y and help 
out w here ve r poss ibl e 
boostin g their self -esteem 
and self-wo rth .'. 

At the end of the 
two hour w ritin g porti on of 
the co mpet it ion, the team 
was satisfied with their so-
lution. ·'We left know in g 

that we d id well but never PHOTOCOURTESYOFERINWIBBENS 

reall y expected to win," said . 
Jurkait es. Wibb ens further W INN IN G COMBINATI ON /The senior Future 

exp lained they didn"t doubt Pro bl em So lving team of Erin Wibbens , Natalie 

their abi lit y. it was just that Garrett , Co lleen Jurkaites , and Kimber Brenneman 

the team thought their idea disp lay the ir trophies after beating the "bes t in the 
needed to be more spectacu- wor ld." 
lar to win at the highest lev­
el. 

" We also 
at Lin co ln 

chool. 
Elementary 

prob lem was the 

I 
possibilit y of in­
c rea. in g lif e 
span. T he sce-
nari o g i ve n to 
them speci fica l-

"We left knowing 
that we did well, 
but never really 
expected to win ." 

didn't think 
that we 
would win 
be ca u s e 
most o r the 
other teams 

throu gh fifth .·· It wasn' t un­
til a few minut es later that 
they received a shock of w in-
ning. 

.. We th ought we 

were hearing thin gs when we 
heard our number call ed.'. 
said Brenneman . ·'Jt wasn"t 
until we heard our sponsors 
name (Leona Johnston , now 
retired Engli sh teacher) that 
we tood for ou r stand ing 
ovati on,"' she continued. 

With all prestigious 
honors. there is usuall y a vi­
sual reminder of yo ur accom­
pl ishmenl. ·The re is no way 
yo u can miss the trophy that 
we won ," said Gar rett. " It 's 
about three feet tal I and takes 
two people to car ry.·· 1

1 y involved 
nursing homes in which old 
people cou Id Ii vc to be 120. 

T he dow nside was that the 

I 
o ld peop le cou ldn ' t leave, 
and th at there were many 
stri ct rul es and regulati ons. 

' ·T he problem we 
I fo und w i th th e nu rs i ng 

homes,'· said Wibbens, " was 
that they were an invasion of 
privacy and di scouraged in-

take a ·F11-
1ure Proble111 So/Ping class· 
high schoo l and have more 
tim e to sharpen their ski l ls." 
said Jurkaites. 

"At the awards as­
semb ly,'· ~aid Garr ett, ·'we 
thou ght that we had lost be­
ca use we did n ' t hea r our 
team numb er called w hen 
they announced the teams 
th at had placed seco nd 

1-------------, 
New library with nature theme 
Rebecca Cripe 
News editor 

A cafe, childr en 's 
area, outdoo r area, and a 
natur e th eme are all a 
part of th e plan pr oposed 
fo r th e new li brar y being 
bu il t on the corn er of 
Miami and Kern Road . 
Th e groundbr eakin g 
ce remon y will be held in 
the sp rin g of 1998.T he 
librar y i s bein g built fo r 
everyon e. 

"l think th e 
librar y is definit ely 
needed and , I think they 
mad e th e ri ght dec ision 
to build one out th ere. 
How ever, I won 't use it 
because I don 't li ve on 
that side of tow n ," said 
Jim Spears , soc ial studies 
teacher. 

'·The new l ibrJry 
will help m e out bec ause 
it wi ll off er more re­
sourc es," said Am y Kaehr, 
soph omor e. 

"1 think th at 
buil d ing th e librar y i s an 
exce llent dec ision 
because it w ill pr ovid e 
the co mmuni ty w ith th e 
servi ce that they need in 
a suffi c ient mann er," said 
Dave Dunlap , eco nomi cs 
teach er. 

"We did pr elim i­
nar y research fo r th e 
new librar y by v isitin g 
oth er Librari es in oth er 
states. We w anted to 
have a differ ent lib rar y 
that w as excitin g," said 
Maxin e Sandrett o. 
trea surer on th e board 
fo r th e libr arv . Th e 

co mm un ity needed a 
libr ary du e to its growth 
in po pul at ion . 

"\X'e did researc h 
for a co up le of mont hs 
and m et w ith the comm u­
nity. We got inform at ion 
on w hat th ey wa nted i n 
t he new l i brar y,·· said 
Sandr etto.T his lib r-Jr y wi ll 
be a libr ar y w i th spec ial 
featur es. 

"The pro posed 
p lans were chosen by the 
com m unity and a task 
fo rce fro m the St. Josep h 
Co unty li brary . We have 
p roposed m any special 
featur es for t he li b rary 
such as a fi repl ace , small 
ro om s, and pleasa nt 
atmosp here ;· said 
Sandr ett o. T he co mmu nity 
gave inp ut to t he p lans. 

''Peop le fro m the 
comm un ity asked for a 
driv e-up w in dow and 
more of a natur e the me 
fo r th e l ibrary ," said 
Sand retto. Th e land was 
already chose n for the 
li brary . 

"T he land had 
alr eady been bo ught years 
ago wi t h th e pur pose of 
buildin g a new li b rary 
th ere. The space w as 
avail abl e, app ropr iate, and 
for sale," said Sandr ett o. 
Th e new li brary w ill have 
co mput er access. 

"T he li brary wi ll be 
similar to th e Francis 
bran ch because it w ill 
have a lo r of co mp ut er 
access such as co nn ectio n 
to th e In ternet ;' said 
Sandretto. • 

Both Wibb en. and 
Garrett have been doing fu­
ture problem solvin g since 
th e third gra de. Jurk ait cs 
join ed their team in eighth 
grade while Brenneman was 
taught in the Deplh prog ram 

The state champi ­
onship was even more spe­
cial for them because it was 
the fir st champi onship for 
the senior team. The team 
presented the trophy to the 
schoo l and Mr. M cCull ough 
at the fall sports pep assem­
bly on October 24. 

Teen continues his fight 
KrleaAs/Jer 
Sen ior staff reporter/ Copy editor 

"You have to know there w ill be bad tim es. but a posi­
tive outl ook always makes you feel better :· senior Matt Kay­
ser repor ted 10 The Rel'iell' in an intervi ew last year. 

K ayser's 
po siti ve out ­
look mi ght just 
be one of th e 
reasons that he 
is doing so wel l 
today. For the 
past 15 
mon th s, Kay­
ser has been 
fi ght ing an up­
hill battl e with 
cancer. In June 
of 1996, Matt 
K ayse r, age 
16, wa dia g­
nosed wi th 
l y mb l a st i c 
lymphoma. 

ALISON PIEKARSKI 

LEARNING AS HE GOES/Matt 
Kayser , senior, studies his world in 
the Riley library . 

Art er many hours of doctors visits, trip s to Riley Chil­
dre11 '.\-Hospiwl. and chemo therapy, Kayser g ladly claim s that 
he is beginni ng to feel li ke hi s old self. 

" "' I am a l ittl e sick in the morning . but by school I feel 
okay ." said Kayser. 

In retrospect, Kayser can say that his i I lness has bro ught 
him closer to family and fri ends. 

-·11 makes me more appreciati ve of life. Everyt hin g that 
I do , I want to make the best or it. You look at it (lif e) in a 
diffe rent way. I feel fortun ate ju st to be at places or sec cer­
tain thin gs:· he said . 

·'Wh en I was i ll I had to tell myself nol to wo rry, al ­
though I usuall y thought about the worst.'" said Kayser. 

'"I have learned that anythin g can happen to anyon e.'" 
Fortunatel y, Kay ser had taken good care of him self prior to 
his i l lness. 

'· If I had been a smoker . the doct ors said I would not be 
alive today," said Kayser 

" It was amazing to see so many people write note~ or prayers 
to me. People at ~chool who I barely knew. would approach me 
and let me know that I was in their thought~ and prayers:· • 
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We, the Rev iew staff , would li ke to co mmend our pri nc ipa l , Geo rge McCull ough, for win ­
nin g one of only fo ur I at ional Educato r Awar ds spo nsored by th e M ilk en Foun dati on give n in the 
stat e thi s year. Mc Culloug h wa s a li tt le em bar rassed , but very hono red w hen State Sup er in tend en t 
of Publi c In st ru cti on Suell en Reed annou nced h im as the rec ipi ent o f thi s presti gious aw ard . 

"Thi s awa rd wa sn 't ju st fo r me. I t w as fo r the Riley fam ily. I don 't do w hat I do to be 
aw ard ed ; I am tr y ing to hel p ot hers," said McC ull ough . 

Tw o o f McC ull ough's main goa ls for Riley have been to develop a system of q uali ty educa­
t ion fo r ever y stu dent , and to hel p stud en ts with post-seco ndar y p lans. Mc Cull ough also t ri es to 
make stu den ts comfortab le w ith co m ing to schoo l. 

" I t ry to mak e su re th e kids feel that t hey 're cared about ," said McCull ough . 
McC ull ough w ant s to th ank th e peo ple w ho have helped him along th e w ay, espec iall y t he 

past Riley p rin cipa l w ho hi red him ,Algie O ldh am. 
"O ldham star ted my acco m pli shments at Riley, and l carri ed th em on ," said McCullo ugh . 
McC ull ough 's most rece nt acco mplishm en ts incl ude the new Block 4 schedu le fo r nex t 

year. I-le also hopes to see the let ter grade " F" fo r failur e be rep laced w ith th e lett er "N' ' fo r no grad e. 
" No one in th is sch oo l is a fai lur e, some peo p le simpl y need more help in diffi cult classes," 

said McC ull ou gh . 
Mc Cul lough doesn't kn ow ex act ly w hat he w ill do w ith th e $2 5,000 pr ize he rece ived fo r 

th e awa rd . He w ill probab ly donate some to Unit ed Way , and invest som e fo r ret ir ement . 
'· 1 have to d iscuss th e pr ize money w ith my w ife," said tc Cullough. 
McC ullough w i ll definit ely be :lt Riley for th e nex t thr ee years , to get sett led int o the new 

schoo l. Aft er that , he doe sn 't kn ow. 
'· Ril ey has been very good to me , and fo r that , I t r y to to uch the l i fe of one person each day," 

said McC ull ough . 
Tha nk yo u, M r. Mc Cull ough, for touch ing our li ves. 

z:Zz 
GOOD MORNING 
RILEY WILD J1 
C: f\TS ! 

~'YG-C\ n r ,... '"'~ r. ~~ 
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Schedule changing 101 

Dia na Szy111a11ski 
Eye Candy Editor 

I t ar riv ed i n t h e 
ma il. Fina lly ' You r sched­
ule fo r the new schoo l year. 
M ost expect to see w ho 
t h e i r ne w t eac h ers ar e . 
T hen they call and compa re 
schedules w ith th eir fri end s, 
so do I. 

Thi s year was diff er-

e nt for me . W h en I 
o pened m y sche dul e, I 
found cl asses f di d not 
sign up for. Even worse , 
I d icln ' t ge t a cl ass th at I 
neede d . 1 wa s b low n 
awa y. r spec ifi call y re­
m em be r t he p rin to ut I 
wa s g iven at the encl of 
last schoo l year. Th e onl y 
m istake wa s I w as g ive n 
a seventh hour. I we nt 
to my coun selo r and had 
th e mi stake correc ted . 
ll ow my sc hed ule be ­
came so turn ed aroun d is 
beyo nd me. 

Wh en I cam e to 
sc h oo l to co r re c t m y 
schedule in August , th ere 
wa s a lin e all t he way 
clow n the hall wa y. It w as 
un belj evab ly str essfu l fo r 
all. I ended up hav ing to 
dr op o rchestr a, whi ch is 
a cla ss that I have taken 
since th e fo urt h grad e. I 
also had to take a coup le 

cl asses I do not necessar­
il y w ant . 

W h en I we n t to 
one of m y un wa n ted 
cl asses , I saw abo u t fi ve 
o r six o f m y fri ends w ho 
al so di d not sig n up fo r 
t hat class . So w hy are we 
st uc k in t hat cla ss' 

I h av e heard 
m an y o th e r comp lain ts 
fro m st ud en ts wh o h ave 
sch edu le p rob lem s. W e 
sh o u ld not have to c om ­
p lain . W e sho u ld all h ave 
t h e sch ed u les w e o r ig i­
nall y sign ed u p fo r . 

IL is st ress fu l fo r 
an yon e to make sc hed­
ul e c h ange . F irs t yo u 
have to m ak e an appo in t­
me nt w ith yo ur co un se­
lor . T h e n yo u h ave to 
wa it to hea r fr o m you r 
co un se l o r w hi c h c an 
so m e tim es t ak e a few 
d ays. T h en w hen yo u fi ­
na ll y ge t th ere yo u have 

t o fi g u r e o u t w hat 
cl asses yo u c an and can 't l f eel so rr y for 
ta ke. an yo n e 

How to change your 
schedule: 

V Consult with Guidance 
Counselor 

V Consult with parents and 
teachers 

V Request schedule change 
form from homeroom teacher 

who has lo g o 
th r o u g h 
thi · p r o ­
ce ss . I 
h av e b ee n 
t hr o ug h i t 
t wo ye ars 
in a r ow. 
Wh a t eve r 
is m ess ing 
up o ur 
sc h e dul es 
d es p e r ­
at e ly n eed s 

V Visit counselors office to set 
up appointment 

to b e fixe d . 
l am sur e 
th a t st u ­
cl e n t s , 
alo ng w ith 

V Work with counselors to 
make appropriate changes 

-Informat ion by Dennis Kielton 
-Graphic by David Gustafson 

co un selo r s 
and tea c h ­
e r s, d o no t 
w an t t o 
d ea l with 
t hi s m uc h 
lo nge r. • 

Something to talk about 

Erica Costello 
Viewpoints Editor/ Business 
Ma nager 

'Diel yo u bea r what 
S us ie d id 011 Sat urday 
nig/J t?" Did .John ta lk ab ou t 

m e du ring English?' Let 's 
face i t , i f goss ip w ere a 
d rug, w e wo uld all be ad­
di ct ed . O ur curi osi ty al­
ways draws us to 
ask t he q ues­
t ions w e have 

aski ng. 
w 

have beco me 
a co unt r y t hat 
dw ell s to o m uch 
neg at i ve i ssues 
lau gh at pe o pl e , pu 
peop le dow n and ta 
about them behind their 
back . A ll for what ? So 
that we get a par on th e 
back or a boos t to an 
ego' Al w hat pr ice do 

we have to pay fo r hurt ing 
a person's feel in gs? 

T he rece nt deat h 
of Prin cess Dian a is an ex-
am ple of how destru ct ive 

gossip can be. It 's de­
p ressin g to t hi nk 
of all she had to 

go t hro ugh ju st so a pape r 
or tablo id co uld make a d is­
honest do ll ar. Someday w e 
m ust reali ze gossip has to 
be c urtail ed . 

Even at Ril ey, th e 
dama ge o f goss ip 

ca n be se c.:n , 
w het he r it 's 
rhe g ir l cr y ing 
in t he h all w ay 
o r t he wo rd s 
pri n ted in th e 

bath roo m stalls. 
Have yo u ever ju st 

stepp ed back and tri ed to 
und ersta nd w hat th e o th er 

person is go ing th ro ugh::' 
I t h i nk 

fw:t.,x.,~ ~-~ A e s op 

said it best w hen he said , 
"Yo11 'l! neve r und ersta11d a 
p e rs o 11 unl ess yo u 'ue 
wa lke d a JJti!e i11 th e i r 
sh oes." 

Goss ip is j ust li ke 
playing the teleph one game 
in seco n d grade ; by th e 
ti me everybody hears it , the 
tru th wi ll have beco me dis­
to rt ed . Unf ort un ate ly, it 's a 
game that should have re­
m ain ed in seco nd grade. 
Peopl e need to reali ze that 
t he i r m ali c io us goss ip i s 
uncalled fo r, and w hateve r 
the int ent ion o f t he gossip 
is, it is hur tfu l to someone. 
And besides, W HO CARES? 

• 
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Lost loved one gives life nev, perspectives 
iHonica Swin tz 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor/ News Editor 

to m e, " l ca n 't im agin e being in your pos i­
tion ," or "I co uld never li ve wit ho ut some-

one I love so much. " But w hen that person 
I deeply felt the loss of my is no longer here, the re is no 

father this sun1n1er. 
11 

• cho ice. I had to go o n with 

Tl l t 11 A good attitude life. I learn ed that th e clock 
1roug 1ou a d ' d , .

1 
f 1 , 1 . I n t necessan y sto p s or no o ne; t1ats w1y 

of this , the person I am h d the tim e we have here is so 
d id not chan ge. The key to S OW me a roa to precious. I fo und new co m­

keep in g a good attitude and guaranteed happi- fo rt in m y famil y, friends , and 

learnin g to h eal mainly ca m e b t ·t hel ed faith beca use those are the 
ness , u I p . 1 . . i ·f fr o m the exa m pie set by m y . . . m ost important t 1111gs 111 1 e. 

m ot her. clarify what living Wi th a goo d attit ud e and a 

Th e way m y mom han - and making a c- strong w ill , I've relearned how 
di e d the i t uati o n gave m e 

1
. h I co li ve lif e to th e po in t w hi ch 

st rengt h . She helped me learn comp IS ments tru Y it seem s normal. Now I see 

qui ckl y th ere was no use for an- mean ." the goo dn ess in eve ry person 
ger, and th at God may not eve n I come into contact with , :111d 
have an answe r to why he took my clad so I tend to hug a lo t. 
soon. A goo d attitude did n 't necessari ly 

Th ere are man y peop le who said sh ow me a road to guaranteed happiness, 

but it helped clarify w hat li v ing and mak ­

ing acco mpl ishme nt s tru ly mean. Through 
los ing my dad , l have learned more about 
what it means to li ve. Things like helping 

othe rs, simp ly saying 'h i ' to friends in the 
hallwa y,and hu gg in g a family member have 
all tak en o n a new imp orta nce to me. When 

those things are gone , ther e is nothing left . 
Th at 's why we need to preserve and upho ld 
love and relati o nships fo r as long as possi­
bl e . I guess that 's wh y the last thing I say 

to my 1110111 when I leave home in th e mo rn ­
in g or at night is 'f loue yo u.' 

I hav e realized l haven ' t lost my 

dad ; he 's st ill with me. I was luck y to have 
him fo r the time l did . l have reali zed that 
each clay I spent w i th him has help ed make 

my li fe w hat it is now. Each clay the posi­
tiv e thought s of m y dad and ot he r happy 
thing s in my life help fill some of th e emp ­

tiness I still feel. • 

Teen faces the realities of death 
K')'lea Asher 
Copy Editor 

Out of th e ordinary 
events have happened recently. 
Our lives , our comm unit y, our 
nation , and our world have been 
sadd ened wi th th e n ews of unt im ely deaths. 
And yet , the paradox is that it is not un o rd i-

. nary. D eath is in ev it ab le.T h e o nl y promi se 
that life brings w ith it is th at at o me po in t 
it w ill encl. So why , is dealin g w ith death 
still suc h a shock in g , disheartening , and 

pai n ful exper ience' 
Fro m the internati o nal news o f the 

death o f Prin cess Diana to the lo ca l death 

o f police off icer Paul Deg uch , our co mmu ­
nit y has fe lt sorr ow fo r th e respective fam ­

ilie s. The o utp o ur of supp ort ju st partia ll y 
shows all of th e fee lin gs of sym pat hy that 

we fee l. Interna ll y, we are left wit h fee lin gs 
of un ce rt aint y and hopelessn ess. We do not 
know when our demise mi ght co m e o r 
whe n t h e demise of t hose we lov e wi ll 

co m e. 
Those w h o are fatalistic might say 

that death remind s us of the sancti ty of life , 
and that witho ut it , we wou ld 

st ro ng un ify in g force. Good or bad , black 
or whit e, ri ch or poor , we will all d ie one 

day. 
"T he cleath of someo ne so vibrant 

and vital causes us to come face to face with 

o ur ow n mortali ty and the m ortalit y of those 
closest to us,'' saicl Barb Welber , clinical so-

cia l wo rk er at Family learning 

neve r unders tand what a pre ­

c io us co mm odit y life truly is. I 
li ke to be l ieve that thi s is tru e. I 
want to know that Degu ch 's and 
Diana 's sensele ss deaths were 
not in vain , but rath er g ifts of lif e 
to the rest of us. 

" Good or bad, 

black or white, 

rich or poor, 

we will all die 

Ce1tter ."Add itionally , the deat h of 
Princess Diana ancl Paul Deguch 
seem senseless . T he sudd en loss 
of a father and moth er, both be­
ing so yo un g ancl taken away be­
fo re their tim e, can be extr em e­

ly pa inful ," she continued . 

Ha v in g littl e in com­
mon with Deguc h and not hin g 

one day ." 
The death of someo ne that 

we do not pe rsonall y know of-

in com m on w ith th e p rin cess has no bear ­

in g o n th e fee lin gs l fee l for them and espe­
c iall y fo r th ei r famili es. I can o nly id enti fy 

w ith th eir pain as a dau ght er, sister , ni ece , 
and fel low h uman. Deat h , too , can be a 

te n has a har sh effec t on us. \Ve are sad­
dened and scared , and sometimes even sur ­
prised by how ha rd we tak e th e news. 

"So metim es death can reawake n 
past gri efs or losses , and then it seem s as if 

• --
I 

T 
GRIE 
PRO 

SHOCK-The body produc 
make immediate 
unable to accept 

PROTEST- Lifestyle is cha 
there is a loss of 
ly. The griever ca 

DISORGANIZATION-Th 
one.T! 
this s 

we grieve again ," said Wclbcr. 

In order to all ev iat e pain tha t one 
feel s aft er th e cleath of som eo ne th ey kn ow, 
Welber suggests pre serv ing the perso n in 

mem o ry. 
··we tr y to help our c lient s th ro ugh 

gr iev in g by memorializin g the person who 

died. We suggest that th ey c reat e a mem o­
rial ; perhaps you can plant someth in g spe­
ci al in yo ur gard en or don ate your tim e to a 
cause that they str ongly beli eved in ." • 

;:, 
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Replacing a special pet provides heartache for teen 
comp lained. She meant a lo t to me and her do to hel p her. So, afte r carefu l co nsider­

Rebecca Cripe E d. death was the hardest thin g I have eve r had ati on , I deci ded to have Sandy put to sleep . 
News E ,tor 

to deal w i th . I saiel gooel-bye to 

IN G 
ES S 

She may have only been 
a cocker spaniel mutt , but my 
clog, Sand y, meant the world to 
me . She had been w ith me ever 
since I was a little girl. We had grown up 

tog et her. and becam e best friend~ . Sandy 
was alw ays there for me w hen I needed her , 
I cou ld pet her and hug her whenever I 
w as upset abo ut something and she neve r 

es an anesthetic which allows the griever to 
rrangen1ents, such as a funeral. The mind is 
he reality of death. *l:C'+ .;:;; 

ged drastically. Sleep patterns are disrupt ed , 
appetite and anxiety attacks occur frequen t 
not adapt to the loss. 

griever begins to restructure their life wi thou t the love 
ere are still 1nany thoughts about the perso n , whi ch make s 

age of healing a slow process. 

. .. .. 

REORGANIZATION-Acceptance of the death has oc 
cured and realization that the 
grieve r can lead a fulfulling life 
once again. 

Information nrovidcd hy Carol) n Pritchard from Hospice of St Joes h Co unt y. 

I 

Sanely hael a cancero us t um or on her before the ve t took her " I w O u Id 
her stom ach . It co uld have bee n pr evente el away by pe ttin g her and 

remember if she hael been spayed. I dec ided to have hu ggi ng her, te llin g her 
our vet do t he sur gery to remove it . The tu- how m uch I loved her and S a n d y ' S 
mo r was removed successfu ll y, but anoth er how good of a dog she was. 
one formed on her stomach a few mo n ths Af ter t h e vet put her to 

suff erin g, 
and, in my 
hea rt , I 
knew I had 

later. Sanely got very sick. and I was forced 
to make one of the ha re.lest dec isions of 111)' 

li fe . 
Sandy 's pe rsona li ty changed as we ll 

as her physica l conditio n . She became very 
sad and depressed. She stopped greet ing me 
whe n I came home from schoo l beca use her 
illness made her so t i red. Sanely stopped 
wagging her tail and was n 't as upbeat as 
usual. The veterinarian pr escr ibed pills for 
he r in o rde r to take.: the pain away, bu t they 
only he lped a li lll e. I began to w atch my 
best friend and co mpani o n suffer ; she be­
gan to shake and was grow ing we aker ev­
eryday. I wanted mor e than anything to take 
her pain away and stop her suffe rin g. I c ri ed 
beca use she was in so mu ch pain and there 

"Sandy got 
ve ry sick , 
a nd I was 
force d to 
make o ne 
of the ha rd­
est deci­
sions of my 

I. f // 
I e. 

wasn 'L anyth ing I co uld 
do about it. 

I decided it was fi. 
nally ti me to put her LO 
sleep w hen she co ul d 
on ly move once or twice 
a day . A l so , my fami l y 
helped me come to my 
dec ision. Th ey told m e 
how sick she looked , and 
l co uld see th e pain for 
myse l f when she loo ked 
at me. I ju st co u ldn ' t tak e 
the g u i lL an d p ai n of 

watch ing he r suffe r anymore . I fe lt hurt and 
ang ry because I knew Sandy wo uldn ' t get 
any better no matter what med icine she 
LOok or how many surge r ies she had . I felt I 
had to let her go fo r her own sake. She was 
so ill that she was merdy ex ist ing rath er 
than l iving a full life anymor e. I fel t so help­
less. and I couldn ' t think of anything else to 

sleep, I c ri ed and mo urn ed 
for a long tim e. T here was 
an ach ing pain i n my heart 
for the clog that hael been 
my best fr iend fo r so many 
yea rs. T he re were t im es 
w hen I felt gu il ty beca use I 
just wa n ted Sandy back . 
Then , I wo uld rememb er 

made the 
right deci-

. ,, 
S1011 . 

Sanely 's su ffe r ing, and , in my heart , l kn ew 
I had made th e ri ght decis ion . Sand y had 
become a part of me, an.dl dicln 't even know 
it unti l she was go ne. I felt ve r y lost w i th­
out he r. The crying stoppe d , but the pain 
di dn ' t . I felt as if l had lost a very clos e fam­
il y mem ber. Everyt hi ng aroun d th e ho use 
reminded me of her. I wo uld look up at t he 
landin g w here she wo uld usuall y lie, b ut she 
was neve r th ere. 

I have slow ly move d o n , bu t th e 
loss I feel wi ll never go away. I can neve r 
rep lace Sandy beca use she was so spec ial 
to me . Now , w heneve r I th ink of her, I ju st 
fee l an ache and great vo id in my heart .I tr y 
to think o f all the t ime t hat Sandy and I had 
tog ether and know th at Sanely loved me as 
mu ch as I loved he r. I w ill neve r co mp lete­
ly get over Sandy 's death. I do have a new 
dog , but t he love I have fo r her cloesn ' t co m­
pare to the love tha t I shared w i th Sanely at 
all . A ll I have left o f 111)' best fri end are th e 
memo r ies . I cont inu e to deal w ith th e pain 
every day of my li fe, but it ju st wo n 't go away. 
Sandy was more tha n a clog ; she was a fr iend 
th at I w ill neve r forge t as long as I li ve. • 
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Bleedina blue and aold 
The class of 1998~ ows how they have sc~ ol spirit 

New coache s bring new look 
to Riley athl etic dep a rtmen t 

Monica Swint z 
Sports editor/News 
editor /Editor-in -chief 

School spirit is 
something every principal 
wants to claim thei r stud ent 
body has. George 
Mc Cullough , principal , 
knows his student body has 
schoo l spirit and is working 
hard to keep it. 

At Riley , the 
senior s have taken control 
of keeping the spirit alive . 
"We're only going to be 
seniors onc e. Ir 's tim e we 
go out and support our 
classmates and get the rush 
of spirit ," said Lenny 
Sweda rsky, senior. 

"The seniors thi s 
year are off to a good start . 
Every year th e administra­
tion takes a co mpari son of 
the senior spirit to that of 
past classes. We can 
enco urage them in the best 
ways possibl e," said 
McCu ll ough. 

The seniors have 
made their presence know n. 
"This class has sp irit 
because we 're a close knit 
group ; we 're ju st one big 
group that wants to support 
each other ,"said senior 
Ryan Gib son. " It 's all 
about camarad eri e and 
enjo ying our senio r year 
and th e blue and go ld 
spirit , said Swedarsky 

To keep th e school 
spirit on the right track , 
there are thin gs Gibson 
and Swedarsky think need 
to happ en . "The und er­
classmen need to feel th e 
insanit y of spirit and 
everyone needs to be 
involved ," said Gibson. 
"And we need more pe p 
assemb lies, thr ee a year 
isn 't enough ," said 
Swcdarsky. 

"We need schoo l 
spirit because it help s 
c reate leadership and the 
right role mod els. These 
thin gs c reate a co mmu ­
nit 1," said McCu llough. 

ALISON PIEKARSKI 

DOWN BY THE RIVER/Senior football capta in, 
Ryan Gibson and best friend senior Lenny 
Swedarsky lead the seniors during the pep assem­
bly in the traditional "Down by the river" cheer. 

School spirit 
doesn 't just inv olve the 
student body , it also 
involves the teachers and 
admini stration . " l want to 
sec more of the staff at 
events and not ju st foo tball 
games. I t 's o ne th ing to 
have a blue and gold day, 
but it 's another thin g to go 
out ancl supp or t things like 
socce r ancl qu iz bowl ,"said 
Gibson . 

At the first senior 
assembly,assistant prin cipal 
Tony Byrd made the 
com ment that if the seniors 
worke d hard they mi gh t be 
able to be as good as last 
year 's class. Gibson ancl 
Swedarsh.l' belie ve they 've 

alr eady met By rd 's 
challeng e. I thi nk w e are 
already better spirited than 
the class of 97 , we 've taken 
over and created spirit fo r 
ou rselves;' said Gibson. 

Gibson and 
Swedarsky want this 
seni or class this year to 
be remember ed as a year 
of elec tricit y ; as a class 
with potential. 

"I wa nt the 
seniors to loo k back at th is 
year and have no regrets , no 
wis hin g yo u wo uld have 
go ne to a game or 
supported a classmate , 
we on ly have one senior 
year," said Gibson. • 

Monica Swintz 
Sports ed itor/ News editor/ 
Editor-in-chief 

With the addition 
of nine new coaches , this 
year will prove to be a 
year of cfiange. 

Two of the new coaches 
may seem new , but both have 
alr eady spent tim e in Wildcat 
country . 

Bo th Tom Debaets , math 
teac her, and Steve Smith , ph ysic al 
ed ucati on teacher , have coac hed at 
Rile y before. but as assistant 
coac hes. Debaets coac hed alo ng­
side forme r basketball coach Bob 
Berger 20 years ago and Smith 
coac hed alongs id e fo rmer swim 
coac h Craig Fox , for the past two 
years. 

Debaets and Fox have a 
strong bel ief in traditi on, but both 
realize that change comes w ith a 
new coac h . 

"When I left Clay two 

"When I 
left Clay 
two years 
ago Clay 
was ready 
for a 
chan ge, 
not all 
change is 
good but 
after a 
number of 
years 
change is 
sometimes 
needed ." 

years ago , [Clay] 
was ready fo r a 
change . ot all 
chang e is good 
but after a 
numb er of years 
change is some­
t im es needed ," 
said Debaets. 

" Last 
years' team w ill 
be hard to fo ll ow ; 
l don 't want to 
see a lot of 
cha nge but I may 
have a different 
tr ainin g pro­
gr am ," said Smith . 

Bot h 
coaches be lieve 
in keepin g th e 
same traditions 
that have been 

passed clown through th e years. 
" I want to keep the work 

ethic the same fo r all of th e swi m­
m ers , and I also want to keep al ive 
the parent supp ort ali ve ," said 
Smith. " I 've learned mo ·t of what I 
kn ow as a coac h from Berger ; 
thin gs won 't be exactl y the same 
but the y will be simil ar. Man-to-

man defens e and runni ng the ball 
w ill stay the same ," said Debaets. 

The two coac hes have 
diff erent reasons as to why they 
wanted to be the head coaches. 
" It 's a big thing for me coming 
back to 
Riley. I 
taught here 
for 13 
years. I've 
now 
coached at 
th ree 
d i fferem 
South Bend 
schools 
and that 's 
unusua l. I 
wanted to 
come back 
and work 
with thi s 
staff again 
and George 
McCullo ugh, 
principal. 
I le alway s 
said that I 
wo uld 
com e back 
again ," said 
Debaets. 

Smith 
th inks of 

"It's a big 
thing for me 
coming back 
to Riley. I 
taught here 
for 1 3 years . 
I've now 
coached at 
three differ­
ent South 
Bend schools 
and that 's 
unusual. I 
wanted to 
come back 
and work 
with this staff 
again and 
George 
McCullough. " 

the job as tak ing on a new 
challenge in his life. "1 need 
something besides teach ing, I 
need a challenge o r diversion. 
felt this team had a lot of poten­
tial and were read y fo r a new 
approach. The y needed some­
one wh o knew th em and was 
qualifi ed ," said Smit h . 

Though nei ther coach 
has start ed th eir seasons yet , 
both have expectati ons and 
desir es. 

" I 'm look ing for im­
provem ent , winning and losing is 
measured in othe r ways than just 
records, " said Smit h. "We've got 
to wo rk to th e po int w here we 
ex pect to w in every game. W'e 're 
going to have to develop a work 
ethic and disciplin e both on and 
off th e co urt ," said Debaets. • 

On the field with full force Stats and scores 
Gary Roosevelt- I A Cat, ·24 
C'la~-3 Cats­
Marian · t S Cats-20 
Elkhar1 Memorial-28 Cats-7 
Washington-13 Cats- 19 
Lasalle- 22 Gats~f 9~ 
Elkhart Central-1 ~ Gats-42 
Mishawaka- 20 Cats- 19 
Penn-56 Cats-9 
Seniors 
Adrian Benavides #54 
Jeff Wedel #50 
Chris Dawson #70 
Nick Hintz #52 
Dan McConnell #55 
Justin Riffell #63 
Dustin Rhodes #28 
Aaron Kaser #2 
Nate Van Laere #45 
Chri s Swartz #37 
Brad Davis #41 
Ryan Gibso n #99 
Nick Maiuri #62 
Ricky Shines # 18 
Jason Chrapliwy #84 
Jeff Brown #69 
Jeremy Crabtree #86 

Juniors 
Dennis M iller #72 
Jason Binder #77 
A.D . Stackhouse #83 
Tyler Warnock # 15 
Mik e Lutomski #22 
Colin Mills #85 
Brad Horvath #33 
Ryan Brown #4 
Joe Hilliard #60 
Nick Van Holsbeke #51 
Bobby Aldridge #39 
Mike Mays #12 
Ben Aronson #57 
Joe Green #53 
Scott Ferguson #89 
Phil Lloyd #27 

Laur a Pipp enge r 
Staff Reporter/ Viewpoints editor 

T he footba ll team curr ent ly has a 6-3-0 reco rd 
going into sectionals . 

Football coach Ron Metcalf e is impressed with 
the team 's progress , especial ly with the players that 
have improv ed tremendousl y. 

"Phil Lloyd , junior and Mik e Lu to mski , juni or 
are two of our most improved lin ebackers. They have 
learned how to at tack we ll ,'. said Met cal fe. 

"Joe Green , junior has reall y come a long wa y. 
He learned ho w to use his size to his advantage " said 
Metcalfe. L ' 

The pla yers have a bright outl ook on this 
season as well. Seni or Ryan Gib ·on is on e of these 
opt im istic faces. 

"Thi s year 's ream is reall y en thu siast ic, and we 
have a great work ethi c;· said Gibso n. 

"The other seniors and myself know that this is 
our last year, and w e want it to be our best ," said 
Gi bson. 

'Th e seniors are pla ying like a team , and that 's 
the most important ele ment of hi gh schoo l football ," 
said letcalfe. 

Jun ior Nick VanHolsbeke has a positive opin­
ion o f the seni ors as wel l. 

"We lost a lo t o f senio rs last year, but thi s 
year 's seniors really stepped up and showed th ei r 
leadership ," said VanH olsbeke . 

" In order to have a success ful season , w e need 

to show teamw ork and leadership, " said Gibson. 
One of Riley 's most important games wa:,; the 

Marian game. " lt was ver y nice to heat Marian because 
of the way th ey acted last year. The y we re very 
unprof essional ," said Metcalfe . 

Metcalfe mad e it clea r, howeve r, t hat the 
season is not over. 

"We play Mishawaka in secti onals , so we need 
to play hard ," said Metc alfe . 

Metcalfe belie ves that fan supp ort is 1Jart of a 
successfu l season . 'Th e best wa y to sup port the ream 
is to co me out to the games and cheer,'' said Metcalfe . • 

Al/SON PIEKARSKI 

GET READY GO / The defense is waiting for the 
start of play, during the cold rainy night that the 
Riley W ildcats defeated Wash ington 19-13. 
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Experienced coach improves varsity squad 
Startin s tenth year, KaRon Kirkland guides his play ers to success 

Nick Schafer 
Editor-in-Chief/ Copy editor/ 
Centerspread Editor 

The boys ' tennis team far 
exceeded its coach's expectations 
th is year.According to ten year 
coach , KaRon Kirkland , every 
member on the var!'lit) squad has 
improved tremendously since la!'!t 
year. 

" I was very pleased with 
the 1-cMilts from our very fin,t 
practices ," said Kirkland , who 
also coaches th e gir ls tennis 
team ." Many of our players pu t in 
hours of training in the offsca!'lo n ; 
some took lessons in the winter. 
others came in the spring to train 
with the girls, and almost every­
one at tended tennis co nditionin g 

"I have 
been try ing 
to preP.are 
Nick a ll 
year for 
sectional s. 
The No rth­
ern India na 
conferen ce 
is easily one 
of the top 
three con ­
ferences in 
the state. 

clinics in th e summer 
bcfor e the season." 

One of 
the ways Kirkland 
me asures how much 
h is team has im­
proved is comparing 
match results with 
th ose of previ ous 
years. "Last year we 
had some disappoint­
ing losses to Michi­
gan City as well as to 
Mishawaka . How ever , 
the boys pull ed it 
togeth er this year 
and defeated them 
bo th fairly easily." 

The 
boys ' team is no 
stranger to ineligibil­

ity. "1 was very angr y with last 
year's senior s for their lack of 
respo nsibility. We had the poten ­
tial to he a top-notch team and 
ended up losing two varsi ty 
starters fo r the whole year and 
another starter for half of th e 
season." he said. The team found 

ALISON PIEKARSKI 

BEHIND THE FENCE/Varsity doubles partners junior , Adam Collins and sophomore , 
Marcus King discuss strategy against their Mishawaka oppone nts with coach Kirkland. 
Collins and King won this match against Mishawaka 6-1, 6-0. 

the team has been led by first team Af/-
1'vortber11 !11dia11a (,011/erence member and 
co-captain sen ior ick Schafer. " I have been 
tq ing to prepare Nick all year for 
sectionals ," said Kirkland. " the Nor thern 
Indiana Co1(/ere11ce is easily one of the top 
three co nferen ces in the state . If he is in 
the right frame of mind , I would expect 
him to advance in the state tournament ." 

Also leading the team in singles 
this year arc returning starter. junior Jason 
McFarky and co-captain Pat Ruth. Kirkland 
is lo okin g to both of them as upperclass-
men to lead the team thi s year and next. 
"Jason can wear you down with his consis­
tency while Pat is potentially dangerous 
from every spot on th e court ," said 
Kirkland. "I am looking forward to the J-2 
punch the y will provide for next year 's 

As for doubles , both teams strugg led 
throughout the season . ''Ch ris Wod r ic h (se n io r) 
did an exce llent job at number one doubles 
co nsidering he had a different partner to work 
with almost eve r y week, " said K irkla nd . O ther 
doubles players included Eric Fey, junior Jeff 
Coh n, and soph omo re Marcus Kin g. 

The team gai ned two freshm en t his 
year who Kirkland be li eve s have grea t potential. 
" I am already training Eric Moore and Dav id 
Gustafson as a doubles team ," he said. 

Last year 's team 11nished the season 
wi th a 6-9 ove rall record and was 3-5 in the 
N. 1.C.The reco rds this year were exac tl y the 
same but with a first place fi n ish in the Wik/ca l 
!1u •italio1wl, and second place fi nish es in th e 
East Noble lnl'italional and sec t io nal s. Lik e last 
year and in years past, the most diffi cult teams 
to phi) were Penn , St. Joe , and Adams. • 

team. " 

team wrestles wi th new coach Cross 

ERICA COSTEUO 

EXERTING THEIR ENERGY/ Senior cross 
country runners, Ann ie Gustafson( Chris 
Dobecki , and Ad am Turner run of their 
lunches during afternoon practice in front of 
the old Riley. 

!)a 11 }a nclw 
Copy Editor 

The boys ' and girls ' 
cross country teams \vrcstlcd the 
challe nges of the season with 
new coach Mike Smorin. The 
boys ' season enc.Ice.I at 

sectionals wit h a sixth 
place finish , but the girls ' team is 
still alive qualify in g for regionals 
for th e second season in a row. 

This was Smorin 's first 
season a~ coach and he inherited 
a regional qu alif \ ing girls ' team 
and a boys ' team that was one 
place away from maki ng it to 
regionals last season. Smorin has 
also coached the wrestling team 
for I I ) ears. 

"It was hare.I starting out 
to get the kids to take pr actice 
and meets serio usly, but after 
that they started working harder 
and the) reali,:ed that thC) had 
the talent to be successful:' said 
Smorin. 

The bo) s had four 
returning seniors and the gir ls 
had three ; ~morin looked for 
their help and support during 
the season. 

"On the g irl s' sic.le the 
senior leadership was good , but 
the boys · were lacking a little bit 
and they shou ld have guided the 
team better ," said Smorin . 

According to senior 
captains Ac.lam Turner and Chr is 
Dobecki , they were c.lisap-

pointed with last year 's near miss 
of qualifying as team fo r regio nals 
and had set new goals for this 
season. 

··our goal once again was 
regionals but we also had a more 
realisti c goal of having a ve ry 
strong group of top fi ve runners. 
We were stronger this year among 
the top five runners than in the 
past, " said Turner. 

The girl s' team showed 
the y can be successfu l with their 
regional qualifying last year, but 
according to senior cap tain , 
Annie Gw,tafson tile) were still 
look in g to improve . 

"I thi nk some individuals 
new they could make it to 
regio nals, but we wanted to make 
it as a team ," said Gw,t afson. 

The team has had nine 
regular season meets so far , two 
were th e invita t iona ls Manchester 
and New Prai rie . The boys 
finis hed the regular season 3-9, 
and the girls finished 5-7. 

"Both teams showed a lot 
of improveme nt , it wo uld have 
been nic e to win eve ry meet but 
time wise they impro ved a lot ," 
said ~morin. 

Both teams have gained 
new runners : sop homore Steve 
Wi ltfong, seni or Ch ri s Slagle and 
senior Eric Kimm el have joined 
the boys team, along w it h new 
freshmen runn ers . 

"The thr ee seni or captain 
boys were the backbone of our 

team. Sop ho mo re Al ec 
Rubinste in and Slag le w ere 
chall enging th em the w hole 
season, and the top fi ve 
runners changed orde r a lot ," 
said Smo rin . 

" For the gi r ls, j uni o r 
Jenn y Segner and seni o r 
Annie Gustafso n we re o ur 
one-two runners. Juni o r, 
Sarah \Voodcox and seni o r 
Carrie Tai boo m were goo d 
cont ri bu to rs and fr eshman 
Lauren Ho rvath was the 
number o ne runn er in c ity 
and sectionals, " said Smo rin . 

T he c it y meet w as 
on October 9 and the 
sectional was o n Octobe r J 7 , 
and Smo r in belie ves that's 
when the real seaso n start ed . 

"We finished fo ur th 
in city and sixth in 
sectiona ls, but I enjoyed o ur 
season, and everyo ne 
seemed to be good fri end s 
by the end of t he season," 
said Turn er. 

The gir ls team sti ll 
has regiona ls on Octobe r 25 
at Cul ve r, and if th ey meet 
the ir goal t hey w ill be 
ru nni ng o n Nov ember l at 
semi-state . 

"We believe rhat w e 
have a very good chance o f 
making i t to sem istate , and if 
every o ne ru ns there best I 
think we w ill be t he re in 

ove mbe r," said Segner. • 
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New school fresh chapter in proud Riley history 
Jason McFa rl ey 
Diverse Ideas Editor / Copy Editor 

T he new Ril ey High Schoo l, alth ough st ill un der 
const ru cti on, is an insp irin g sighL 

Th e ri sin g sun casts a brilliant glow on th e 
schoo l 's br onzed iron beams . T he fr esh m ornin g br eeze 
gentl y b lows the W ild cat fla g atop a hi gh vault ed ce ilin g. 
And an ove rp ow e rin g se ns e of th e futur e alr eady 
surr ound s th e building . 

Less than a footba ll fi eld 's lengt h away fr om that 
tow ering stru ctur e, anoth er soaring gia nt stands-th e 
pre sent Riley High Schoo l-as the fina l chapt er of it s proud 
hi sto ry is be ing w ri tten . 

OPINION 

eq u ipment , vast at hl etic faci liti es , an d m ode rn 
co nv eni ences such as elevators are o nl y some o f the 
qua li ti es th at acid to th e new schoo l's superi or ity. 

A lth ough less eq uipp ed, today 's building is in 
no way a co ll apsin g mass of o ld ceme nt. But it is clear 
that it s clays are numb ered . 

The adm ini str ators , for exa mpl e, are plannin g 
spe cial ce leb rat ions and activ it ies fo r the classes of '98 
and '99 , Riley 's two last grad uatin g classes. 

Also a boo k, whic h w ill chr onicl e all of Ril ey 's 
graduatin g classes fr om the fi rst in 1934 to the last in 
1999 , is in th e works. And orders fo r Ril ey brick s are 
alr eady be ing taken . 

ALISON PIEKARSKI 

T her e th ey stand , th ese tw o schools so cl ose 
t oge th er it w o uld see m t hey should b e in dir ect 
opp os iti on to each o th er. But th ey achi eve a level of 
p erf ect harm o ny, eac h ex istin g indep end entl y yet 
somehow looki ng to the o ther fo r st rength .A nd though 
it seems that th e two schoo ls don 't eve n belong in the 
same zip co de, Ril ey's past , pr esent , and futur e all li e 
virtu all y up on th e same plot of land. 

But w ith all it s pr omi ses for to mo rro w and it s 
nex t ce ntur y techno logies , the new Riley can 't he lp but 
ove r shadow th e pr ese nt building . State-of-t he-art 

So as th e encl of the o ld Ril ey traditi on grows 
nearer wit h each passin g clay, it makes every remaining 
moment we spend here that mu ch more im portant . It 
makes each footba ll game we att end mo re spec ial. I t 
mak es each class we take more rewa rdin g. It mak es each 
new fr iendship we gain mo re mean ingful. 

And i t leaves us in an imp endin g race again st 
tim e, a race to leave a lastin g final impr ession on th e fin e 
hi story that is James Whit comb Riley Hi gh Schoo l. • 

LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE/ The new Riley 
High School is still under construction at the corner 
of Fellows and Calvert streets. Begun in September 
of 1996 , the bui lding is slated for completio n in the 
spring of 1999 . 

Christian band 
getting message 
through to teens 
Adam Collin s 
Staff Reporter 

Chri st ian mu sic is on a rise in 
po pularit y lik e neve r befo re. U93, th e 
Bear ,ancl B JOO have all pl ayed Christian 
mu sic latel y.These band s have a secu lar, 
non-Chri stian sound that app eals to many 
teens. 

One band th at is on th e ri se is 
Betwee n T hi eves. On Septemb er 2 1 th ey 
played a co ncert at Grange r Comrnunity 
Church. The band has ,L top hit on th eir 
self~titled fir st CD ca lled Kindl e. Thi s is 
a band along wit h man y Chri stian bands 
that has a dir ec t purpose in th eir mu sic. 
To shar e th e love of Chri st. 

"T he ministr y is why we p lay," 
said th e band 's drumm er, JD . 
Whe n asked if she lik ed the band tha t 

ni gh t , yo uth ministr y m emb er Katie 
Clevenger, responded , " Yes, it wa s coo l 
to see a lot of peopl e 
co rn.(ng to 
Chri st." 

Many 
stud ent s fr om 
Ril ey hav e 
a tt e nd ed 
r e li g i o u s 
co nce rts. It 
wa s rea ll y 
e n co uraging 
to see peo pl e that enj oye d th e night 
w itho ut doin g anyt hin g illega l. 

Th is mu sic is very helpfu l in a 
lo t of ways. I t remind s yo u tha t th e 
prob lems we face are no t our s alone. 
O th ers are fac ing th em and overcom ing 
them . 

I t help s when yo u are able to 
rece ive advi ce from a band wh o kn ows 
w hat yo u are dealing w ith . I thi nk th e 
fact that this band is g iv ing good advice 
to help teens get throu gh the p rob lems 
we face eve ry clay is great . 

The band shares an in sp irat ional 
m essage t hat Chri st w ill h e lp yo u 
through everyth in g if yo u ask fo r hi s 
help . Thi s is the advi ce that has changed 
my lif e. 

I enjo yed th e conce rt. The band 
pla yed a great show th at had me wanti ng 
to he:tr mor e. Fun , fr iends, and Goel is 
what th e ni ght focused on . 

Thi · band has a message and a 
purp ose. The y are a modern ro ck group 
that plays their music and shows th e love 
of Goel at the same ti me. • 

Zero tolerance policy effective only if enforced 
/ason Mc Farl ev 
·Diverse Ideas Editor/ Copy Editor 

Forget thr ee strik es; thi s year if 
yo u fight , yo u 're out. 

T hi s was th e message rein forced 
by prin cip al George McCu ll ough at each 
class assembl y. 

Most of us have been thr ough at 
least tw o such assemb li es. Each class is 
ca ll ed clow n in d ividuall y to r ece iv e a 
welcome back to schoo l message and an 
ove rvi ew of the rul es. 

In recent years we 've heard ove r 
and ove r again about th e att end ance/ 
cred it redempti on po li cy. We've been to ld 
o f eac h offe nse whi ch is grounds for 
suspension or for exp ulsion . Loc k-out rul es 
were cove red , th e cl osed lun ch po li cy 
rev iewe d. We w ere int rod uced to new 
fac ult y and staff. 

The Surpri se 

We heard every thin g we expec ted 
to hear, w ith onl y one surpri se: 'Figh ti ng 
or thr ea tenin g any ot h er student is 
immediate cause for exp ulsi on .' 

McC ull oug h said the message 
w ith such sincerity and co nvi ctio n that i t 
mad e us all tak e noti ce of t hi s g iant step 
towa rd en.forc ing a zero to lerance poli cy. 

After a ll , w hy ke ep g iv ing 
disrespectf ul student s w ho obv ious ly don' t 
want to be a par t of the school's learnin g 
pr ocess mu lt ip le chances to di srupt Rile y's 
acade mi c environment and violate othe rs' 

( in -schoo l suspensio n) or a .3 to 5-day 
suspens ion . Most of the students we saw 
fighting (o r viola tin g some ot her rule) on 
any given clay wo uld usually be back befor e 
th e next week. It: was alm ost ce r tain t hat 
th ey w ould be hack in to tr ouble soon after 
their return. And the cycle continued like 
a wheel spinning out of co ntrol. 

ri ght s' 
Wh y allow those students to mess 

up t im e and ti me agai n yet still be able to 
return to Riley 's hall s and 
poss ibl y u pset the 
atmosphere again? 

We all have r ights. 
But l imits exist to thes e 
ri ght s. And what so me 
students seem to over look 
is th e fact th at thei r rights 
encl w hen the y in fringe 
upo n the ri ghts of ot her s. 

That is not to say, 
however , t hat eve r yone 
cloesn ' t deserve a seco nd 
cha nce. But fo r t he most 

"We all have rights. But 
li mi ts exist to these 
rights . And what some 
students seem to over­
look is the fact that their 
rights end when they 
infringe upon the rights 
of others around them." 

Now , with the 
adoption of a zero 
tolerance policy , we 
ma y fiu.ally see_th.c. encl 
of the cycle. 

Going Forward 

--------------

The next step in 
the process must be 
tota l enforcement o f 
the policy. It is very easy 
talk a big game ; now we 
need so me proof. We 
need to see the po licy 
in actio n .An d so do the part , there are more repeat 

offe nde rs than fi rst tim e offenders w ithin 
Riley.T he majo ri ty of students w ho br eak 
schoo l rul es are those w ho have do ne so 
befor e and wh o wi ll do so again . 

What Use d to Happen 
In th e past , a seri ous infr action of 

schoo l polici es was grounds for C.O. R.E. 

offende rs. For only when the y are kicked 
out of schoo l and given the rest of the year 
to t hink about t heir acti o ns will t hey 
reali ze that their d isruptive be havior and 
vio lence towa rds others is not acceptable . 

Onl y th en will the concept of zero 
to lerance become a reali ty to th em and to 
th e rest of the student body. • 

Missions trip to Mexico v,orthv,hile for teen . 
Ada 111 Collin s 
Staff Reporter 

Pic tur e t hi s: the middl e of Baja, 
Cal i fo rni a, in summ er. Ever yw here you 
look all yo u see is th e poverty-st ri cken 
land scape of Ensenacla, Mexico. 

At n ights yo u sleep in a tent on 
th e hard , du st y, barr en 

Our v ision was to carr y the word 
of Goel to th e c it izens of Ensenacla. We 
taug ht the childr en and adults with games, 
mu sic , crafts, dr ama, and Bible sto ri es. We 
eve n feel t he peop le in the park. Luckily , 
we weren ' t ki ck ed ou t of t he park. In 
Mex ico, during po li tica l e lectio ns, rhe 
po lit icians gain tota l co ntro l of th e park s. 

T he pastor of th e church helped 
us with all of or problems 

ground . It 's 55 deg rees at 
night , and the m ost 
co mm o n worr ies ar e 
tarant ula s and poisonous 
sco rpi o ns. W hen yo u 
awake the temp e ratur e 
changes, escalating to 105 
deg rees in a two hour tim e 
span . 

This past sum mer 
I was in this sit uati on . I 

"Houses were literally 
made of tin and wood. 
Some of these houses 
were the size of the av­
erage classroom and 
provide d shelter for 
four to eight people. " 

w hil e we we re p resent . 
He ta ugh t us t he ir 
c ustoms and showe d us 
around. 
He also showed us the 
po orest part of Ensenacla. 
Th is part was call ed the 
Banos , or t h e to i l ets. 
I-louses were l itera ll y 
mad e of tin and wood. 
Som e o f th ese hou ses 
we re the s i ze of the went on a mi ssions trip ------------­

wi th 30 o f m y c losest 
fri ends from Granger Co mmunit y Chur ch. 
Th e gro up co nsisted of 24 students and 6 
leaders. 

ave rage c lassroom and 
usually pro vided shelt er fo r fo ur to eig ht 
peopl e. 

In Am eri ca we get upse t if we 

MEXICO: SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

T Baja, California i. ac tually a 
Mexican state located just south of 
the Americ an border. 

T Th e term "Baja, California " 
comes from the Spanish language , 
meani ng below Californ ia. 

T One of the poore st part s of 
Ensenada , Mexico is called the 
Banos , whic h means the toi lets in 
Sp anish. 

have to give a yo ung er brother a ride to 
school. In Mexico th ey don 't even have 
cars in most p laces. If we share a room 
w ith a sibli ng we whine . Down ther e the y 
share everything. 

Be happ y w ith what you have. 
Someo ne else, somewhe re, someh ow has 
it worse than you. • 


