
Retiring Staff 
News Edi to r Ajaz Chaud 1:hy 
re port s on th e lives and caree rs 
of tw o of Riley 's most res pec ted 
staff me mb e rs wh o are retirin g: 
Lee Weld y and Barbara May. 

NEWS/ P2 

what's inside 

Alcohol 
Th e Febru ary installme nt o f th e 
Ce nt ersprea cl to uches on the 
to pic of alc ohol.Turn to thi s 
secti on to read some perso nal 
ex periences and up -close report s. 

CENTERSPREAD/ P4 & P5 

Hockey Team 
Th e Wildc at Hoc key team pr e
pare d for th e Stat e To urnam e nt 
whi ch to o k place Februar y 26-28. 
Spo rts edit o r Gretchen Lemm er 
expl o res th e tea m's th o ught s. 

SPORTS/ P7 
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February 
Recognizing Black History 

brings attention to otherwise little touclied on subject 
'J~r a .')1o krs 

Staff Reporter 

Th e month of Februar y is a ve ry 
imp ortant mo nth . Not only is it th e month 
ofVale ntin t's Day, but is also Black Histo ry 
Mo nth . Altho ugh ofte n overloo ked , Blac k 
Histor y is imp ortant to all peo ple . 

It is no t ju st limit ed to Afr ican 
Am ericans, but it is import ant eve nt s that 
African Americans have bee n a part of. Th e 
co ntribu t io n s of Afri c an Am e ri ca n s 
reflec ted th e drama, vigor , and gra nd e ur 
of Afric an Ame rican s, pa st and pr ese nt , 
c on vey th e s t o r y of Am e ri c a 's 
deve lopm ent , th e hi sto rica l jo urn ey o f th e . 
Africa n Ame rican , and th e chain of eve nt s 
w hi c h res ult e d in unifi e d ac ti o n to 
co nqu er th e wild ern ess. 

Throu gh th e ac tions , attributi ons, 
achieve me nts , and tribul at io ns of Africa n 
Am erica ns, such as the majes ty of Frede ric 
Douglas , the co ura ge of Harriet Tubman , 
th e gr e atn e ss of Ra lph Bun c h e , th e 
humanit y of Paul Cu fte , th e ge niu s o f 
Geo rge Washington Car ve r, and th e virtu e 
of Martin Luth e r King Jr ., Afri c an 
Americans have pros pe red. 

Riley High Schoo l has go tt en into 
th e sp ir it o f Blac k Histo ry Month . Every 
mornin g durin g ann o un ce ment s may not 
see m imp or tan t , but th ey a1:e. Stud e nt s 
lea rn ed about African Am er icans who have 
mad e a di fference , but are not me nti oned 
in Histo ry boo ks. Al so, on Febru ary 18 , 
Riley h e ld an asse mbl y a bo ut Afr ica n 
American history in th e audit o rium , one 

in th e mo rnin g tor stud e cu 
and one in the eve nin g for pare nts. With 
g uest spe aker s in atte ndan ce , stud e nts 
fro m Riley rec ited poet ry, sang so ngs , and 
e nt ert aine d th e c row d w ith w ond e rful 
dancing. 

Nea rb y c ities did no t miss out on 
the opp ortunit y to ed ucate the communi ty 
o n Afr ica n Am er ica n hi sto r y. In East 
Chi cago , Indi ana , fo r exa m ple, a thi rd 
grade teac her, Sandr a Scull , came up wit h 
t he idea to make a mini atur e mu se um o ut 
of her class roo m . It showcases African 

Underage Riley students use 
ne·ighboring corner to smoke 
!Katie G ,·em l,ow;,z 
Copy Editor 

On an ave rage clay afte r schoo l, a 
stud ent can w alk outs ide Riley High Schoo l 
and n o tice th e sw arm o f kid s floc kin g 
across th e str ee t , w hile almos t be ing run 
ove r, to "Smoke r 's Cor ner. " 

T h ey c an a lso no ti ce George 
McC ull o ug h , Rilev pr in c ipa l, and To ny 
Ross , Riley sec uri ty g uard , st andin g o n 
sc hoo l gro und s, wat chin g kid s light up 
right across fro m them . 

~ 
~ 
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Ame ricans inventi o ns from ever y letter of 
the. alp habet . The p urpose of her muse um 
is to info rm the pu blic about the invent ions 
th at Afri can America ns have co ntributed 
to soc ie ty w h ich are no t menti oned in 
sch oo l boo ks. Th e Black Patent Muse um , 
as Scull c alls is, w as e n tir e mo nth o f 
Februar y from 9 a.m . to 4 p .m . with free 
admi ssion . 

Wh e n yo u o p e n yo ur hi st o r y 
b oo ks , yo u c an eas ily rea d ab o ut th e 
inventi ons of the telep hone, ligh t bulb ,and 
eve n th e cotto n gin , that was o nly used in 

the 1800 's . Howeve r, you wo n 't have th e 
chance to read abo ut th e inventi on of the 
pace maker by Otis Boykin or the discove ry 
o f sugar by Geo rge Washington Ca rve r. 
Wh y do te xtbooks not m e nti o n th e 
ac hi eve me nt s o f Afr ic an Am e ri ca n s? 
Ho p ef ull y, so me d ay a ll in ve nt io ns and 
co ntribu tions of Afr ican America ns w ill be 
includ e d in b oo ks . Until th e n I have 
co llec ted samp lings of a list of items used 
eve ryday that we re developed by African 
Am e ricans. Al l are esse nt ial to soc iety. • 

John L. Love: pencil sharpener 

Alcxaader Mile s: elevator 

Riley, SBCSC ISTEP+ results in, 
belov, Indiana state standards 

1a z Cliau ,J,.l,y 
News Editor 

!STEP tes ting has now become a 
stand ard p art of schoo l. Each year stude nts 
are se nt int o a tes tin g roo m and are asked 
t o sit fo r ho ur s fill ing o ut th e e nd less 
bubbl es . Most stud ent s neve r knew w hy 
they did these tests ; they neve r affec ted 
grades o r sc hoo l perfo rm ance. This was 
tru e until the sta te of Ind ian a passed a law 
re qu ir in g a ll hi g h sc h oo l st ud e nt s 
gra d ua tin g in or 
afte r the year 2000 
to pass the !STEP+ 

St u de nt s 
we r e hit wit h a 
shoc k w h en they 

Eric Purkey, sop homore. 
Teac h e r s , however , fee l 

diffe rently. 
"I be lieve it is esse ntial to have 

some form of sta nclarclizecl testing to 
ensure that eve ry grad uate has a leve l of 
co m p re he nsio n ," said Eng lish teac h er 
Laure n Wiand . 

Th e low numb e r of st u d e nt s 
passing the ex am co uld be clue to the fact 
that in 1996 th e state of Indi ana raised th e 
sta nd ard nee ded to pass the test . Indian a 

At th e beg innin g of th e year , the 
a tm osp h e re at Ril ey w as ve r y a nt i
sm o kin g. Th rea t s we re ma de to g ive 
tic ke ts , fines , suspe n sio ns, and anythin g 
else that co uld be tho ught of to deter k ids 
fr o m s m o kin g o n or aro un d sc h oo l 
p rope rty. But it seems th at as the schoo l 
yea r co ntinu ed ,aclministrato rs began to be 
more lax abo ut enforce me nt . 

• were m an dated , 
Lf:;:.;;;;;::!~~.,_-,::-~~ 11 cl u ri n g th e ir 

"Even if the stu
dents don't pass 
(the ISTEP+) the 
first time, retakes 
are allowed. Stu
dents have up to 
five chances to 
retake the test." 

isn 't the o nly state 
w hi c h re qu ir es 
s t a n dar d i z ed 
test ing in order for 
studen t s to 
grad uate. In fact , 
23 st ates req ui re 
hi g h school 
gra du ates to pass 
some sort of 
stand ardized tes t . Ros s sai d th at o nl y abo u t te n 

tickets ha ve bee n hande d o ut this yea r, b ut 
there are at least 30-40 kids co ngrega tin g 
at the co rn er of Erskine and Ew ing eve ry 
clay. They smoke mari ju ana alon g w ith 
c iga ret tes in plain view and so me say it 's 
beca use they do n 't have to worry abo ut 
th e puni shm e nts beca use there are n 't any. 

Tara Stokes , fres hm an , said abo ut 
Riley sec uri ty, "At times [th ey d o th e ir 
jobsl, b u t if th ey 're co nce rn ed abo ut 
sm ok ing as m uch as t hey cla im , there 
wo uld be no "S111oker 's Corn er. " 

Hav in g a n y lit tobacco o r 
chew ing to bacco is in vio lation of the fire 
co de and w ill res ul t in abo ut a $90 fine 
and a 2-day suspe nsio n . Since "Smo ker's 
Corn er " isn 't on sc hoo l property , th ere 
is not hin g any Riley aut hor ity, exce pt 
Officer Ross , can do abo ut it . 

Camero n Sto ud e r, sop ho more , 
sard , "They should at least be forced to 
d isperse ." 

Continued SMOKING/ P2 

sop h o mo re yea r, 
to ta ke a long test 
w hi c h co uld 
poss ibl y keep 
the m fro m 
graduatin g. 

The res ults from this year 's testing 
we re not prom ising . Only 63 pe rcent of 
the stud ents P,assed English and just 42 
perc ent passed the ma th portio n . 

"I d idn 't think the !STEP was too 
hard, but I also thin k th at it is unfa ir that 
we have to pass them to grad uate," said 

The Ind iana test 
Paula Howard st an dards a re 

es tab lis h ed b y 
English and math 

teac hers . Each stu de nt 's test is graded and 
th e n compare d to th e stand ard in order 
to de ter mine if the st udent was successful 
in pass ing the exam . 

"Even if the students do n 't pas s 
the first time , retakes are allowe d . Stu de nts 

Continued ISTEP+ / P2 
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McCullough sai d there have been many 
comp laint s from ne ighbors and he has contacted the 
police department , asking for a beat officer to park their 
car there before and after school. Mr. McC ull ough 
quoted the responding officers from the Sout h Bend 
Police Department as saying ,"We don 't want to bab ysit ." 

Lots of kid s at Riley seem to smoke socia lly. 
Others , such as a so phomore w ho would like to remain 
anonymo us, said that she is addicted and can 't stop 
beca use th e habit 's so hard to break. When asked how 
many of her friends smoke , she repli ed, "The majority ." 

McCu lloug h feels this co uld be a rea so n for 
smoking. Stud ent s are influenced b y their friends and 
they thi nk they' ll look coo l o r they just want to fit in. 

Ross said he sometimes finds th at tee nagers 
smoke becau se they think it 's okay since it's in all the 
mov ies and telev ision show s and every-
body looks coo l and laid back when the y do it . 

Shannon Howell , so ph omore , said she smoked , 
"Because a friend got me started ." Now she smokes 
soc ially when she 's with her friends. She also said she 's 
not ashamed of what she does , it 's just a hard habit to 
kick . 

Some people smoke because the ir parents do it 
or let them , like Howell 's parents . That 's where so me 
kids get cigarettes and ot her tobacco products. Some 
steal it , get it from o lder friends , and even buy it from 
convenience stores. 

There was one loca l sup ermarket that seemed 
to get singled out a lot. They 're notorio usly known for 
selling tobacco to underage teenagers. Scott Parker , 
freshma n , said , "Some of my friends have told me that 
they 've gotten cigarettes from th ere, no question s asked. " 

But there are Riley students who have more 
respect for th emselves and their bodies . 

CoJin Cyb ulski , fres hm an , said , "I think it 's sick 
and unh ealthy. " 

Sarah Tidwell , freshman , said she stopped 
smok ing becaus e she had to go to the hospita l for it. 
He r lungs were so filled with tar that they a lm ost 
co llapsed and they had to be cleaned out . 

There are tons of ed ucation classes about the 
dan gers of tobacco that were started in elementary 
schoo l. For exa mpl e , th e differ e nt kinds of ca nce rs , taste 
and sme ll loss , hea rt disease, emph yse ma , and other side 
effects. But these classes don 't seem to be working with 
today 's teenagers. 

Ashley Dueringer , freshman, sa id , "They 
[stud ents] may hear it , but it doesn 't sink in ." 

And apparent ly that is the case. But how does 
it look to students when teachers that tea ch these classes 
smoke~ 

McCullough sa id it sets a very bad examp le. He 
said ,"Anyone who smokes and makes it known to yo un g 
peop le sets a bad example. " 

He also do es n 't think the punishm e nt for 
st ud ents is fair if the teac hers who smoke on schoo l 
property, which is against schoo l policy unles s in a 
designated area , don 't get the same punishment . "We 
are the ones who are supposed to set the exa mpl e ," he 
said . 

And if adults don 't , w ho wi ll? Hopefu lly, the 
prob~c;m will at least dimini sh a littl e when we get into 
th e new sc hoo l, and maybe not . It seems that kids are 
going to do what th ey want no matter what . So maybe 
when th ey sta rt dying at a yo un ger age , teenagers will 
begin to und ersta nd the clangers of smoking and how 
the problem doesn 't just affect them , but every body 
around them . 

Maybe th ey sho uld think about tho se neighbors 
on th e co rn er who hav e put up with smoke drifting into 
their open windows or the st ud ents that ha ve to inha le 
it as th ey try to get through the throng of people on 
th e ir way home. Or if not those victims , th ey should at 
least think about thems elves. They 're slow ly co mmitting 
suicide by filling up th eir lun gs , killing their hearts , and 

OPEN 

Daily Specials 
Mon ... .AIJ you can eat Spaghetti w/salad ........... S 5.95 
Tuc ..... Chicken Parmigiana Dinner .................... $ 10.95 

Wcd .... Fcttuccine Alfredo Dinner ...................... $ 7.95 

Thur ... Chcese Ravioli Dinner ............................. $ 7.95 

Every Monday thru Thursday 
Buy one pizza at regular price, second at 1/2 

Dowalowa Solltll llead, ill Ille lof'mer F.dwardo'1 

233-1880 
.- .... cmry ... ...,. 

Riley staff members prepare to retire 
· jaz Ch,rn,l!wy 

News Editor 

As the students and teachers prepare to move into 
the new Riley, the old furniture and the history of the 
building aren't the only things we won't see at the 
new Rirey. At the end of this year two distinguished 
individuals who have been a part of the Rile)# staff for 
most of a decade will be leaving Barbera May and 
Lela~~ WeldY. have been a part ol the great teaching 
trad1t1on at Riley. 

Born in Wakarusa Indiana , Leland Weldy attended 
Goshen College and Indiana Univers ity,Bloom ington. He 
started his teaching career at Ja ckson High School , "I 
opened.Jackson High School when I started teaching and 
I am closing Riley High Sch ool as I leave ," said Weldy. 

Weldy says he is a little disappointed that he did 
not get to teach in the new building but he didn 't want 
to mo ve for just one year. 

"The be st part about work ing at Riley was the 
great staff , They have always been very cooperative and 
easy to get along with . I hav e also truly enjoyed working 
with the kids . High schoo l kids keep you yo ung in your 
think ing" said Weldy. 

His plans about w hat he wants to do afte r re tir 
ing include spending more tim e wit h his family and trav 
e lling. 

"As I look back on my caree r I can trul y say that 
I am satisfied w ith what I hav e accomplished. There 
comes a time in your career when you just know that it's 
time to go ," said Weldy. 

His great leaders hip wi ll be miss ed by st ude nt s 
"Mr.Weldy is a great councelor and he is easy to get along 
with " said Max Kauffman 

His colleagues and students will surel y miss him , 
b ut he assured them that he w ill come back and con
tinue to visit. • 

Barbera May ha s been at Riley for seven yea rs. she 
has been a teac her since 1959. During he r tenure she 
took 13 years off to spe nd time with her childr en. 

She has taught at LaSalle , Adams , Marian , and 

so me middl e schoo ls. Growin g up in Huntin gto n 
Indiana , she had no aspirations to be a teac her . She 
pursu ed and obtained a degree in management from 
Indiana University , Bloomington. She rece ived her 
Graduate degree from IUSB. "Upon grad uating a good 
teac hin g job opened up at a South Bend schoo l and I 
neve r regretted the decision " said May. 

After ret iring she wants to trave l and do volun teer 
work. When asked if she was disappo inted about not 
teaching in the new schoo l she responded , ''There is no 
new school th ere is a new bui ldin g, it is the teachers who 
mak e the schoo l, and it is a great staff here that I taught 
wit h ." 

The teachers aren 't the only one s who will mis s 
the her. "Mrs .May ha s been a part of the Riley history , her 
guid ence , exper ience and great leade rship will be grea tly 
missed" said Bryan Proven , so phomor e . 

" I truly ca n leave with a since of sat isfac
tion and comp let ion ," sa id May. 

Mr. McCullough shar es the staff 's se ntim ent "Their 
contr ibutions w ill be great ly miss ed , ." said George 
McCu llough. • 

\ 
Lelyn Weldy Barbara May 

ISTEP/ Continued from pagel 
ha ve up to five chanc es to ret ak e the test ," said Paula 
Howard , Riley guidanc e co un se lo r. 

The numb er of student s re-taki ng the exa m was 
high even at corporat ion leve l. Co mmunit y wide , 42 0 
students retook th e English portion of the test , w hil e 
601 were re-exam ined on math . The number of students 
retaking at Riley was also high , 112 retook the math while 
69 retook English . 

In the past ,Wiand ha s offered classes during th e 
summer for Rile y 

retaking the the English portion of the test passed , w hile 
just 26 percent of th e retak ers passed the mat h portion ." 

Cor poration results were a littl e be tte r, wit h 43 
percent of retakers pa ssing English and 29 percent passin g 
math . The SBCSC lags behind the state average by nine 
percentage points in English and 16 points in math . 

"Even though we are behind the state ave rage , 
our kids have made significa nt gains since the third grade . 
In third grade o ur Englis h gap was 25 points and the math 

was 22 
students who failed 
the exa m the first 
time or for tho se 
who have yet to take 

ISTEP+ Results 
points . Both 
hav e redu ced 
dramatic tlly," 

it. 
T h e 

summ e r workshop 
lasted for two 
weeks , and we had 
an average of 15 kids 
per week ," sa id 
Wiand . 

Th e math 
d e partment a lso 
offered a program to 
help the kids who 
didn 't pass th e first 
time . The students 
had a chance before 
and after schoo l and 
on a Saturday to 
attend an ISTEP 
preparation course. 

According 
to math t eacher 
Caro l Walla ce, th e 
e ntir e math 
d e partment 
participated in this 
remed iation effort . 

English Math 
Statewide 

"The math test is not an IQ tes t . It is a problem 
so lving tes t which requir es the st ud en ts to apply the 
lea rn ed sk ills," sa id Wallace. 

The retak e res ult s from 1998 don 't look very 
promi sing either. 

Acco rdin g to Wes Bruce , th e h ead of th e ISTEP 
program in th e SBCSC,"on ly 39 pe rcent of thos e at Riley 

English Math 
Corporation wide 

sa id Bruce . 
Even 

though every 
st ud e n t is 
req uir e d to 
take the 
ISTEP , n qt 
eve ryon e ha s 
to pass it in 
order t o 
grad uat e . 
According to 
Bru ce, th e re 
is a way of 
getti n g a 
dip l oma 
wit h o ut 
pa ss in g th e 
!STEP . If a 
st ud e nt 
meets Core 
4 0 
requir e ments 
and ha s 
gotte n a 
gra de of C or 

abov e in eac h of th e Core classes , he or she can rece ive a 
high school dipl oma . 

Even th ough man y stud e nts do hav e to retak e th e 
exam , th e re w ill be p lenty of help availab le to them . Each 
school is given mon ey to rem ecliate students . Last year 
Riley receive d $2 1,000 for English and $3 1,000 for math 
re mediation . • 



• • 
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Congested streets outside Riley 
After .school, the area around Riley is a congested mess of people running for 

buses, walking home , going to friend's houses, etc. Many are also driving home and 
have to drive carefully due to all of the people walking across the street. Some 
people just walk across whenever there is a break in traffic, which is all well and 
good. Unfortunately, many kids decide to run across the street right in front of cars 
or expect cars to stop for then1 and just leisurely stroll across the street. The other 
day, I almost hit a couple of kids on a bike that rode out right in front of me. I've also 
nearly hit several other people during the course of the year. It's not because I 
wasn't watching, it's because these people chose to run across the street at exactly 
the wrong moment - right in front of my car. 

..__[_ ] People need to be more careful in the area around Riley after school and not 
try to dash across the street without looking at oncoming traffic and to be more 
alert of what's happening around them.At the rate things are going, a serio us accident 

.__[ ___ I [.__ __ 

could happen. • 

Selective service is wrong 
IBru ec Duncanson 

Viewpoints Editor 

A few weeks after I turned 18 , I 
received in the mail a car d that said 
"important information for young men. " 
Dismissing this as junk mail , I just tossed 
it onto the table and forgot about it for a 
couple of we eks like I ust1ally do with junk 
mail. A week later , I saw this thing sti ll 
laying on the table underneath a pile of 
old newspaper s. I decided to open it up 
and give it a look. Inside I found a little 
card that said "selective service. " 

Selective service registration, a 
euphemism for the draft , conta ins a form 
that males have to fill o ut when they turn 
18. If not , they 're threatened with a 
$250 ,000 fine or 5 years ·in prison .... or 
both. I will have to fill this registration card 
out. I don 't want to spend the next 5 years 
of my life in prison and I sure don 't have 
$250 ,000 to pay the fine. I don 't want to 
give my life for the United States , or should 
I say the interests of corporate Ameri ca. 

I don 't want to die for oi l in Iraq 
or feed corporations by crawling through 
the mud in some third wor ld country . I 
think it 's ridiculous that I sho uld have to 
be f~r~ed into military service when I'm 
already going to have to pay taxes to the 
government that will be used on things I 
don 't agree with (like Kenneth Starr 's IO 
billion dollar 
tax payer 

ones that couldn 't afford co llege. If you 
were in college , your status was deferred. 
It was also despised becaus e many thought 
it wa s wrong for peopl e to be forc ed into 
a war they may or may not agree with by a 
government that they may not e ven 
support. 

Even with the draft o )OSition 
the gove rnment re use to u ge and 
cont inu ed to ship troops off to Vietnam . If 
th e draft eve r started again , I'd be on the 
steps with the rest of the draft-card and 
flag b urn ers be fore I left for another 
co untr y wher e I wou ldn 't be imprisoned. 

I do n ' t want to be pulled away 
from my family, fr iends , and surrender my 
life on the shores of a foreign countr y 
because a particular admin istration 
decides to start up a war. If I want to join 
the military (which you can bet I never 
w ill) , it shou ld be a personal choice , and 
not the cho ice of the government. If 
Ameri ca ever gets into another big war 
wh e re the draft is needed and I shou ld 
happen to get drafted , I 'm moving to 
Canada to avoid enlistment . I won 't die for 
an y government. 

The draft is a tota lly unjust thing 
to force upon young men . Militar y servi ce 
shou ld be optional and not required. 

fund ed war on 
Clinton). PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE S300 l 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

The 
draft became a 
big issue 
during the 
Vietnam war 
when the US 
was gett in g 
stomp e d on 
and th ere was 

~A reminder to 
!YOUNG MEN! 
g 
~ ! It's impo rtant that you read this message. 

http : //www .sss .gov 

a severe 
shortage of 
troops. The 
government 
decid e d that 
they 'd start up 
th e draft to 
increas e 
troops that 
they thought 
th e y needed 
to com e out on top in this ridiculous war . 
The draft was heatedly opposed by many 
people , some burned their draft cards on 
the steps of governmen t buildings and 
staged other types of peaceful prote st. 

More lower-class pe op le we re 
draft ed than upper -class people because 
those with lower incomes we re often th e 

According to the logic of th e laws in th e 
United States , you can die for your co untr y 
against your will when you 're 18, but you 
sti ll can ' t do other "adult " things like 
consum e alcohol.I don 't car e how int ense 
a war becomes. If wa rs didn 't get started 
in the first place , there wouldn 't be a need 
for a draft . • 
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Parking spots taken by others 
Diana Szymanski 

Editor-in-chief /E e Cand editor 

I must say, I am extremely tired of 
my $10 parking space being used by other 
people . 

· I have to leave everyday for cadet 
teaching.When I return to school,a lot of 
the time my space is occupied by someone 
who is obviously very rude. This gets to 
be very annoying. 

I didn't pay $10 dollars for 
someone else to use my spot. I have 
complained to George McCullough, 
principal. but I don't think I should have 
to file a complaint. I think that people 
should have enough respect for others and 
not use someone else's parking spot. 

McCullough informed me d1at if 
my spot is continuously taken , then I 
should tell Tony Ross, security guard here 
at Riley.Then Ross will have the cars towed 
from my spot . 

Thankfully, my friend ·s parking 
spot is right next to mine, and since she 
does not have any classes at Riley after first 
hour, she is lets me use her spot when 
mine is taken. 

I know who the people are that 
use my spot, and it angers me that they 
have the nerve to just park in my spot 
when they want. If I wanted them to use 
my parking space. I would have spent the 
$10 to bu them a arkin ta with mv 

parking number on it. But I didn 't, so I as 
that they park in their own spot . 

I noticed that I am not the on!.) 
one with this problem. I have seen m 
friend ·s spots taken on more than on 
occasion. This is a vtry irritating situatio 
to be in. It is especially irritating for peopl 
like me who have to leave school for 
class, and then return for other classes. 
expect my spot to be open and ready fo 
me to park in. 

The snow covered parking lot w 
a whole other situation . Many peop .l 
seemed to think that just because thei 
parking spaces were covered in snow, the 
could park anywhere they want. Eve 
heard of guessing where you spot is? Man 
have not , because they were a few spots 
even rows away from their assigned . 

When l drove to schoo l, I guesse 
about where my spot was, and it wasn 't 
very difficult thing to do . I am sure tha 
we are all old enough to figure out how t 
be fair. 

I hate to complain and whine, bu 
I know that many people agree with m 
on this situation. When we wasted $IO a 
the beginning of the schoolyear , we a 
expected to get to use our spots everyday 
Well, we were in for a rude awakening . 
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I prefer coke please Hidir 
anonymous ------ --- - - - - -- --

r- In high-school , parties and drinking go together . 

~here are fe"Y parties if any that are without alc_oholic 
everages. It is very easy to become an alcoholic on the 

1igh-school level. 

My choice is not to drink. I have nothing against 

rinkers , I just prefer to stay sober. When asked , Why 

!don't you drink? l can give many reasons. 

I I don 't drink because I like to have complete self 

~

ontrol. Being able to think and . reason for ~1yself is 
omething I like to do all the time . I don t need 

omething to happen that I can 't handle 

reca use of intoxicating conditions . If an 

emergency were to arise, I would like to be 

r

lhe ball , prepared to handle anything. 

Many embarrassing things could 

iappen to a person that is wasted. Some of 

f hese things are small like saying stupid 

things, pulling your pants clown 
evealing yourself, or urinating in the 

rwrong place. Horrible things also 

:could happen like waking 

~1p naked somewhere 

j ith cheese . . 
j hiz all over 

r ou or 
,another 
I 

~:~~,:~ce. I really . ' .. ;,,c· ''.'""-

don 't need the embarrassment . 
Another issu e is that alcohol is obviously illegal to 

inors . Getting a drinking ticket would stress me out 

net I don 't need that aggravation. The violation is long 

Jrocess with a court dat e and a mon etary fine . My 

tparents w~ul~n 't. be thrill ed a~out th e whole ordeal 
leither . Drinking 1s not worth 1t. 

Sometimes I hear thing s that really hit home w ith 

~e . There will be a commercial on television explaining 

hat alcohol kills more people under twenty-one than car 

ccidents , illness , and disease. I will hea r about how a 

·ar·r1er will spend his paycheck on alcohol instead of 

iapers and other family prioriti es. Alcohol wrecks lives 

net families. Under the influenc e a person may have no 

self control , and take their anger out on another 

'ndividual or individuals .That individual may be a child 

p r spouse. This action wouldn 't have happen ed if th e 

person wasn 't under the influ ence . 

L_ Just becau se a person drinks do es n 't mean th ey 

MCJROTC, Really 
is the life for me, Learn 
leadership skills, 
teamwork, and meet 
friends. Find out who 
you really are and what 
you hope to become in 
life. 

are an alcoholic , but every alcoholic had 
to start their drinking somewhere. They 

didn 't just become an alcoholic in one 

day. It was an accumulation of drinking 

that led to an alcoholic 

addiction. Being a 
social drinker 

anonymous 

I'll never forget my 15 
break. Who would have thm 

night of fun would lead to m 

regaining trust and years , -----consequenc 

could 

definitely lead 

to being an 

alcoholic . 

~ h: 
Alcohol Can \ 
Ruin Vaurr ; 

When 

going to a Lifre th: 
party with some 

friends, it isn 't a bad 

idea to have someone stay sober 

for the night. It is always good to have 

someone with you whose thought process 

is not affected. You ne ver know 

when something may / go wrong . 

somewhere 

a sober 

person would 
be better at 

handling. 
Peopl e 

think that 
being 

drunk helps 

them have a better time at a party . I feel 

that I can have as much fun being sloppy 

sober as being sloppy drunk. 
Peopl e use drinking as a way out of 

their problems. It isn 't a way out it is 

mor e like a vacation. When you become 

normal again your problems are still the 

same. Drinking may eve n acid problems 

(family issues , troubl es with the law, 

school, etc .. .). A person may have to run 

an errand of some sort and forget becaus e 

he or she is plaster ed . 

The way I see it drinkin g could 

lead to many problems that I don 't need 

in my life. As a teenager I already have 

enough problems , I don 't nee d another. 

GR1t Mit.:l>ePI 
~ , i,.. 1._.,.,..J.ur ,t 

U1 ~ X..~ ~ Z1111ct_ Dd~u, Ulll1 
RI.. ('DI) n, .~n,, Ym..,'!lJI) rn .1:nr 

~ J,J l l'J ~ t..-VJd.4',iOC 

~~ suppos 

---- filled with fun 
I thought that th e week was 

start when I arrived at the fo 

night. I was having fun , just! 

dancing , and yes , drinking . 

In a split second all tt 

was having turned into com 1 

found myself hiding in a do s 

were there. I rememb er hea 

voices as they told th e ho st < 
that they would be taking a l, 

There was nothing that anyo 

because the parents were ot1 

I heard their footsteps co mir 

stairs millions of questions sl 

my head : What would my pa 

What would my coach say? ' 

they going to do with me ? T 

door opened and my heart s: 

two policeman standing in fl 

They told me to go d< 

with all the other people an< 

move . I inst antly broke into 

didn 't know what to do and 

put my emotions in over driv 

could calm me down . I had · 

breathalyser test and I clidn ' t 

police told me they were goi 

parents and have them pick : 

also informed that a notice v 

in th e mail to te ll me when I 

port to the juvenile cent 
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e urar • 

19 in ·the closet and crying 
19s spring 

1ght that one 

onths of 

of paying the 

:es . 

tall 

1ppened on a 

Friday night , 

and it was 

just the 

beginning 

to a week 

It was 

ed to be 

and parties. 

off to a great 

·st party that 

;ocializing, 

1e fun that I 

)lete fear. I 

et. The cops 

ring their 

,f the party 

ook around . 

ne could do 

t of town. As 

1g up the 

1ot through 

.rents say? 

What are 

he closet 

mk as I saw 

"Ont of me . 

>wnstairs 

When my parents came to pick me 

up the expression on their face was 

unbearable. They didn 't say a word to me 

when we got into the car, or even when 

we got home. In fact they didn 't talk to 

me for a couple days after that night. I 

knew I had disappointed them and it 

would take a long time to gain their trust 

back as well as my privileges. 

I knew that the school would be 

informed , and through them my coach 

would find out . I decided that it would 

probably be better if he heard the 

bad news from me. It was one of 

the hardest things for me to do , but 

I finally gained enough courage and 

I called him. I could sense that 

disappointment in his voice . I knew 

that I had let him down. By 

drinking I broke the team 's code of 

conduct . I would have to pay the 

price . 

Things started to cool down 

a little bit. About a month passed 

without me hearing anything 

from the school or the legal 

system . However , I continued to 

be reminded of my mistake from 

my parents. I heard about how I 

let them down everyday. I knew 

that they would never allow me 

to forget that night. 

Then it happened. Mr 

Berta , the athletic director , took me 

out of my third hour class and 

brought me to his office . He asked 

me questions about the night , and 

why I made the decision that I 

I not to made . He also informed me of what 

tears. I would be happening to my athletic 

the alcohol. . . care e r. I was suspended from all school 

e. No one sports for 30 days . Fortunately for me , I 
to take a 

pass it. The 

ng to call my 

me up. I was 

10uld come 

would have 

er. 

was not in season . However , if I were to 

ever rec eive another drug or alcohol 

ticket at any time during high-school I 

would be suspend ed from sports for an 

entire year . It finally hit me that there 

were no chances left for me to mess up. 

If I wasn 't car eful , I could put all the years 

t? 
OfficeWorb 
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of hard work and all the dreams I had in 

jeopardy. I knew that I wouldn 't get a 

second chance. 

A couple of weeks later I received 

a letter in the mail telling me when I was 

to report to the Juvenile Center for court. 

It said that I must show up or there 

would be worse consequences to suffer . 

I had to bring at least one parent and I 

had to be prompt . I had butterflies that 

entire day during school. At 2 :55 I went 

home and then directly to the Juvenile 

Center with both my mom and my 

dad . 

When I arrived I had to sign in and 

then wait in a room with my parents . 

What was only ten minutes in reality 

felt like an eternity . My name was 

finally called by a young woman . I 

followed her to her office and took 

a seat. She introduced herself and 

told me that she would be my 

probation officer. 

First , she asked me 

questions about the night , 

what I had been drinking , 

who gave me alcohol , if I 

remember anything , how I 

felt the next morning, and 

so on. She also inquired 

about my home life , how I 

did in school and the things 

I participated in. All these 

questions were asked in 

front of my parents . It was 

a very humiliating 

experience. 

Second , she asked 

my parents to leave the 

room and then she questioned 

me individually. She asked me if I had 

drinken before , if I smoked , had I ever 

done drugs , which ones , had I ever 

attempted suicide , etc .. Then , I was asked 

to leave th e room and my parents w ere 

privately qu estioned while I was filling 

out forms and surveys. 

When they were done , I was led to 

a different room where I took a drug test . 

I had to pee in a cup and they said that 

the lab would analyze it and send the 

results in the mail. 

We went back to her office and 

she told me about the consequences . She 

told me that I was on probation for three 

months and that I would attend a drug 

and alcohol abuse meeting . If I didn 't, it 

would be a violation of probation . If I got 

in trouble with the law in those three 

months further legal actions would take 

place , and that meant appearing in front 

of a judge at the courthouse downtown. 

She also informed me that because I was 

under age that my record would not be 

cleared until my 18th birthday. If I got 

into trouble with the law before then I 
' 

would have to report back to her for 

another meeting. I was pretty young 

when this happened and I had a long 

ways before I would turn 18. 

Weeks later I received a letter in 

the mail. It informed of the time and date 

of when I was to arrive at the juvenile 

center for my mandatory drug and alcohol 

abuse meeting . I went and there were 

many other kids my age. My probation 

officer was speaking at the meeting. It 

consisted of tests and decisions about the 

effects of drugs. 

Since that time , I have not yet been 

in trouble with the law, and I don 't intend 

to be. It took a long time for my parents 

to trust me again . Even to this day they 

question if I have been drinking, and 

sometimes they smell my breath or do 

other tests to see if I had been drinking 

that night . 

I have learned a lot from this 

experience . I put everything that I was 

working so hard for on the line just so I 

could get a buzz. If you are ever 

confronted with the decision of drinking , 

think about what is important to you and 

if it is worth losing for on e night of 

partying. If you mak e the decision to 

drink or do drugs realize the 

consequ ence s will alway s overpower the 

intoxicating feeling of this action . It 

happened to me , and I guarant ee, if you 

aren 't careful , it will happen to you . 
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Sectionals is the beginning of nevv season for tough luck 1 Cats 
Stc ·v<' \'\7iltfonr, 
Editor and Chief 

attention others wouldn 't see ," exp lained DeBaets. "The 
players are learning the offense better and are screening 
more for each other . They are doing the little things. " 

Tough times don 't last, tough guys 
do. Hopefully , that is the case for the 
Wildcat basketball team this year. The 
team has struggled in all offensive 
departments and sits on a 4-14 won loss record. It can 
only get better for the 'Cats ' set of ballers. 

Wildcats this season. Shooting woes and unforced 
turnovers have been the dagger in the team 's heart. 
Putting the ball in the basket seems to be a tough task in 
most of the contests this season. The Cat 's are being 
outscored by their opponent by an average of 57.6 to 
47.2 points per game (PPG). 

"In practice we are concentrating on shooting 
and keeping the turnovers down . We are working on 
playing fundamental basketball ," said head coach Tom 
DeBaets. 

The Wildcats schedule has not be en kind . No 
one wants to see games against state powerhouses 
LaPorte and Merriville on their schedule. Games 
against Elkhart Memorial and Elkh art Central are no 
walk in the park either. 

The Wildcats have done a good job on the 
defensive end of the floor. Dokes dominates the paint 
with his shot blocking skills. He has sent 46 shots in the 
opposite direction . Washin gton leads the team in steals 
with 35. 

"On defense we try to disrupt the flow of the 
opposit ions offense. We like to frustrate them and 
capitalize on their mistakes ," said Washington. The same set of problems have riddled the 

In the conference the Wildcats have 
experienced maybe the worst thing that cou ld happen. 
The 'Cats are winless in seven tries , and the game against 
Adams is a must win s ituati on from the mental 
standpoint . "We did have a tough schedule this year , but 

there were games this year that we should of won that 
got away from of us," stated Washington . 

··we need a win against Adams to give us the 
confidence that we can beat anyone on any given ," added 

Not playing team basketball has ________ ___ _ Washington. 
Every team needs a leader and the 'Cats 

lack a leader. 
been an evident setback for the 'Cats. A 
player will come out and score 20 points 
IO rebounds and play good defense one 
night , and be invisible in the next game. 

"Junior Ron Dokes has been our 
most consistent player as far as scor ing 
and rebounding are concerned. Junior 
John Fissette and sophomore Mike 
Pryzgoda have played some big games 
for us , but played poorly in ot hers ," 
comme nted DeBaets . 

"When the sectional 
comes I expect every 
one of my team
mates to pick up 
their play . I think we 
will, and I think our 
season will go on." 

"We don 't have a player that wants to 
step up and say something to the team. 
In practice that is okay but in games 
someone n ee ds to take it upon 
themselves to get the team going ,"stated 
DeBaets. 
Sectionals has to be on the mind of the 

playe rs and coaching staff. All the work 
over the course of the season is towards 

From a statistic aspect the scoring comes from 
a group of four players. Dokes averages 11.3 PPG and 
gets assistance from juniors Mike Washington 7.2 PPG 
and Fissette 6 .4 PPG. Przgoda ch ips in 6 .0 PPG. The 
rebounding comes from Dokes 6.7 RPG and Fissete 5.0 
RPG. Washington and junior Courtney Dixon drop climes 
for teammates. Washington has 52 assists and Dixon has 
48. 

The offense has be en coming along as of late. 

th e performance the team will have in the sectiona l. 
When asked about what he thinks the team 

needs to gear up for sectionals DeBaets said "We need 
someth ing to raise the players confidence level. Players 
are starting to think about next year when they haven 't 
finished this season. " 

Players intensity rises when the postseason 
starts. The 'Cats will need a rise in play if they want the 
season to co ntinu e . 

Bryon Proven 
EN FUEGO/ Junior guard Courtney Dixon attempts 

In the last two contests the offense has kept the Leam in 
the game. The 'Cats just couldn 't pull out a win. The 
team fell to Washington 65-5 and to Concord 43-47. These 
games could be confident boosters for the 'Cats spirits. 

"When the sec tional comes I ex pe ct every one 
of my teamates to pick up their play. I think we will , 
and I think our season will go on," said Washington . • 

a three pointer in practice at Jackson. "I have seen things that unless you pay close 

Swimteam keeps the winning tradition alive with an excellent season 
Swimteam wins 14 consecutive sectional titles at the pool in Mishawaka 

Stev e' '\1\TjJ(fonr, 
Editor and Chief 

On Thursday February 
18 at Mishawaka High School 
pool the Wildcats dominated 
the preliminary round of the 
sectional. Outstanding perfo rman ces 
we ,:e·g iven by seniors A.D. Stackho use , 
Matt Dub ois, and freshman Mark Dubois. 
Each were see ded number one in there 
respective events . The 400 free style and 
medley relays each had a great day also 
giving th em the numb er one seed for th e 
finals. 

Saturday Februar y 20 was the day 
the Cats scaled their 14th co ns ec utiv e 
sectiona l title . The day got off to a typica l 
Riley start wh e re sophomore Lamont 
Barlow too k the sec tional diving titl e . He 
was followed by se nior Paul Lao , and 
juni or Je ff Pric e finish ed fourth. All thre e 
compet itors w ill be arti c i atin in th e 

READY,SET, GO/ Junior Marcus King 
dives in the pool at the sectional 
Saturday. 

diving regional at LaPorte . 
In the pool it was an emotiona l 

roller coaster for the catfish. Stackhouse , 
and the Dubois brothers were sectiona l 
champs in each of their resp ec ted eve nts 
and will be competing in the state meet in 
Indianapolis . Stackhouse won in the 50 
and hundred 100 free style . Matt Dubois 
set a sectional pool record in the 100 
breaststroke and ranked second in the state 
in that event. He was also victorious in 
the 200 IM. His little brother Mark took 
the title in the 500 frees tyle. 

Although winning the sectional 
tit le there were a few disappointments for 
th e Wildcats . The 400 freestyl e and 200 
medl ey re lays consisting of the Dubois 
brothers , Stackhous e, and junior Marcus 
King that were seeded one finished 
s_econd. Although bringing in a lot of 
points for th e team seco nd was not what 
th e swimmers had in mind . 

"It wa s a almost a tragedy that we 
finish ed second . I thought for sure we 
were on our way to the state meet ," said 
an ups et King. 

Oth e r swimmers that showed 
their presence at the sectional were 
seniors Eric Vandewalle, Ryan Brown , 
junior RyanJ essewe in and sophomore city 

!>ENIOR!> 
A. D Stackhouse 

Paul Lao 
Ryan Brown 

Matt Dubois 

Keith Henry 

Eric Vandewalle 

champ Shane Johnson chipp e d in 
individually and on relays. 

Winning the sectional title was 
not a surpri se to second year head coach 
Steve Smith. 

"In the preseason we set some 
goa ls and winning the sectiona l title was 
one of them . Now we have to comp lete 
are season at the state meet ,"stated Smith. 

Ranked in the states top 20 in the 
pr eseaso n th e catfish enjoyed a successfu l 
season . The team finished with 1 l wins 
and l loss. The one loss coming to number 
6 ranked Penn Kingsmen. Although that 
loss ended all hopes for a conference title 
the catfish did not stay clown . The Cats 
end ed the season on a wave a big wins. 
Wins over Clay, Bremen , and Kokomo were 

huge . The win over Kokomo was extra 
special because it was the last mee t ever 
to be swam in the historic Riley pool. The 
Cats found themselves ranked in the 
state 's top 20 again . 

·' The loss against Penn was 
disappointing . Losing was something we 
dicln 't want to experience the rest of the 
season ," commented King . 

As always the future for Riley 
swimming is bright. Divin g wi ll stay 
strong wit h Barlow and Pric e . In the pool 
it doe sn 't ge t any weaker. King,Jesswe in, 
Dub ois,Johns on and sop homores Peter 
Cavadini and Sam Peat return for another 
try at th e conference titl e. The Cats look 
to be a force to be rec koned with. • 
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Hock~y team advanced to state 
(Jrrt1 ·hrn 1 ,l ' .ll) ll'l l" J~ 

Sports Editor 

The Riley Hockey team advanced to the next level 
by qualif y in g to play in in th e State Hoc key Tournment 
which was held o n February 26 through the 28 in Carmel , 
right outside of Indianapolis . The dec ision makin g game 
of weather Rile y was going to Srate was pla yed against 
Carmel. The ·Cats finished triumphant with a big win of 
6-4. THish game was very imp ort ant in the dest ination of 
the team . 

"W<:: knew what this game meant to the futur<:: of 
our team and what it m<::ant to win. W'e all pla yed hard 
and kept our ·focus. We went ro State with the same 
amount of focus and determination. The improvem ent 
that we 've:: mad e from last year and the begin ig o f this 
season is estraoclinary. I think we were ready for th e tough 
compet iti on of State and we showed some of our top 
performan ces." said capti o n , senior Mike Greenwald , a 
student from Valporaiso. 

Th<:: 'Cats faced Lake Central in the first ro und at 
State. \Xlith nin <:: seconds rem ainin g Central put o ne in 
the net w hi ch result ed in a final score of 3-4. 

They th en proc eeded to compete against the 
Marian Knights . The ·ca ts were th e fir st team to put 
numbers on th e scoreboard with a unstoppable powerp lay 
combination . Desp ite the tight defense:: that was bei ng 

play ed and the offensive pressure , the 'Cats fin ished the 
game with a 3-4 loss. 

" I anticipated great ness at State. We always play 
some of out best games at this tournment. The guys finally 
came together and started playing as a team. We kn ew 
that e::verything we had be1111 working for th is season built 
up to these final games , and alth o ugh we didn 't come 
hom e with victories , the guys hu st led and played some 
of the best Wildcate hocke y I've seen all year," said head 
coac h Kent ll ery. 

In the Cit y Tournment the team came out 1-3. 
T hey had a clissappointing loss in the first game again st 
th e Adams Eagl<::s which ended with a score of 4-6. Riley 
th en mo ved on to defeat St.Jo e in a 3-1 success. 

One of t he most suspensful games of the year 
was t he final game of th e tournment. Th e 'Cats took on 
the Eagles for the second tim e. In an attempt to avenge 
their previous loss, th e team came out playing hard and 
looking for a prideful victory. 

"We reall y wanted this win , and I think Adams 
was starting to fell the pressure toward s th e encl of the 
game. This was by far one of th e best games w<::'ve played 
al l year," said captain , sen ior Tyler Back. 

The game concluded w ith a hard loss of 7-8 in 
ove rtim e. If i t had not been for a hurtful own -goa l, victory 
may no t have sli pped out of the 'Cats hands . 

"We went out as a team , we played as a team , 
and we came off the ice at the encl of the game as a team. 
The guys proved th everyone who said th e couldn ' t cut 
it that they co uld . They show ed the talent that we 've 
been hiding for most of the season. I was extremely 
proud of th eir performance as a who le, and alth ough we 
didn 't win thi s game, we sur e took everyo ne by supri se," 
said Ull ery . 

The team co mpleted th e tournment fourth in 
th e city. Adams took the overall win with a flrst -plac e 
position. 

" I thnk we did a lot bett er than what everyo ne 
expected. All the games were close and the o utc o me of 
th e tournm ent reall y reflected all th<:: work we 've been 
doing thi s year," said captain , seni or Nick Vanholsbeke. 

The team 's regul ar season ended with a 15-28-1 
reco rd , and th ey finished ranked fifth in their division . 
This was a hu ge impro veme nt from last year , and the 
team show<::d vast amount s of growth throughout the 
season , according to Ull ery. 

"It was amazing to watc h what began as 
indi v idual p laye r s, who just play ed for remselves , 
tr~m sfo rm into a team w ho played as a team and improv ed 
as a team . We finall y came together and start ed in ching 
o ur way to victo ri es," Ul lt:ry co ntinues . 

We began this year wit h a losing reco rd and 

Jock Talk 
Name 
Kelly Carson 

Sport 
Softball 

Year 

Senior 

What three words best describe your playing 
style? 

Just having fun 

Who is your sports hero? 

Chipper Jones 

What is the best part about being an athlete? 

The friendships you make, and all 
the fun you share during the season. 
Also, when you work your butt off 
and accomplish a goal. 

What is the worst part about being an athlete? 

When you work your butt off for a 
game and you lose. 

If you could watch any athlete perform who would 
it be? 

Chipper Jones 

When we played Merriville and went 
up against the best pitcher in the 
state and I broke up her no hitter by 
getting a single. 

finish ed with a pos iti on in the stateTo urnm ent . Th e team , 1----------------------, 

Bryon Proven 

SET FOR THE NET/ Freshmen Bobbie Ullery winds 
up for a close net shot. 

as a w ho le, has come a long way and I believ e that this is 
on ly th e beginning. Although we 'll be losing a lot of 
senior leaders hip I have a good feeling that the up co min g 
years of Ril ey hock ey wi ll be mu ch bigg er and brighter ," 
ended Ullery. • 

Name 

David St. Clair 

Sport 

Baseball 

Year 

Senior 

What three words best describe your playing style? 

Fast, strong, and dirty 

Who is your sports hero? 

David Wells 

What is the best part about being an athlete? 

Being able to compete, and the re
warding feeling of winning a game : 

What is the worst part about being an athlete? 

The long hours, and late nights at 
games and practices. Also, losing. 

If you could watch any athlete perform who would 
it be? 

Mickey Mantle or Joe Dimaggio 

What is your proudest moment as an athlete? 

When I pitched in the American Legion 
Baseball State Championships. 



Rie 1• coo • • 

Fooled again and again 
G ,··et d, cn ]I ,1·mrn er he was doing wh en he stood in front of 
Sports Editor the Grand Jur y. He got scared , h e 

What began as a sm all ripple in pani c ked , he lied , and no~ he mt~st suff~~ 
the water soon mtiltipli ed into a raging the consequ e nces . If anyth111g , hts 
wave . President Bill Clinton 's pre sidenc y sho uld not have excu sed him 
impeachment was previ°.usl y und e r~ay , from puni shm e nt , but onl y mad e th e 
and I was in full support ot th e termt11atton consequ ences much mor e sever e. 
of his position it~ office. Thi s trial wasn 't Bec aus e of th e fact that we have 
about sex or C linton 's teftthi s indef ensibleoffen se 
pe rsonal affairs. Thi s trial was r===:::;::====;:I ===--, unpuni sh ed , th e standard s 
all about breaking the law. Th is trio was of civilit y in Ameri ca have 

Allow me to begin my not about sex Or onl y decreas ed. Now that 
op1n1on with some Clinton's personal have w e ign o red this one 
background information . affa"trs. This trial incident , ho w man y more 

Th e controv e rsy pr es idents will we allow to 
began when Clinton was WOS all about lie to us? How man y more 
c harg e d with sexual breaking the law. presidents will we allow to 
hara ssment by Paula Jones . In br eak the law? Now ,for th e 
thi s case , Jones 's lawyers rest of time the excuse of 
attempted to bring forth informati ~n ab~ut others will forev e r haunt us .... "Well, if 
Clinton having past relationships with Clinton did it , why can 't P" The easy thin g 
other wom en such as Monica Lewin sk·y. to do was to let Clinton finish his term ; 
They did this to support their case ,u~d because this is his second term he cannot 
tried to prove that Clinton had a past 111 be reelect ed ; but , wh at is rig ht is no t 
sexual misconduct . Clinton deni ed thes e alwa ys 
charg es; in fact , Clinton denied th e se No~ e 
charg es a number of times . A wit.ne ss 17" / 
named Linda Tripp then provided No/ rJoJ N(!) . 
inc riminating evidenc e against Clinton to 
Special Pros ecutor Kenneth Starr . This 
information consisted of tape record ed 
conv ersations of Lewinsky stating that she 
had sexual relations with Clinton . These 
tapes demonstrated that Clinton had 
made false testimony und er oath . 
Sexual haras sment and adultery 
are not imp eachable offenses; 
however, perjury and 
obstru c tion of justice are , and 
Clinton violated both of thes e 
laws . 

There w e re man y 
leve ls to th e investigation ,_ __ 
and trial. The first level .. ,_ _____________ .. ~ 
involved Clinton 's sex ual 
misconduct. In any other 

I 

eas y, 
a n d 

w hat is easy 

Truth and iustice prevailed 
.1111son .!\~ld a1·l<'y 
Editor and Chief 

I'll agree with Bill Clinton 's he cklers 
and say that th e hot wate r he was in had 
no thing to do with sex . But it had little to 
do with breakin g th e law eith e r. Over th e 
cour se of th e last 13 months , Re publi can s 
have been out for Clint on 's bloo d; and in 
th e proc ess of thi s political witchhunt , 
th e stat e of th e uni on , esp ec ially th e 
presid enc y, has fallen into jeopar~ y. 

Th e Clint o n-M o n1c a 
Lewinsk y saga evolved from its start 
in Janu ary 1998 as a mere sandal (o ne 
that placed th e Pres ident in th e same 
compan y as countl ess chi efs be fore 
him ) to a national cri sis. 

Make that a pl ag ue . That mo re 
aptl y described thi s disease of a situ ati? n 
which r.in rampant across th e co untr y tor 
well over a year and ate away at bo th th e 
heart of th e ce ntral governm ent and th e 
morale of th e Americ an publi c. 

How it could co ntinu ed to do so 
for all that tim e 

esc apes me. 

Th e simpl e fac t to t o be 
remember ed here was that Clinton ws only 
hum an , subj ec t to th e sam e fault s and 
te mpt ati o ns as th e res t of us . In t hi s 
c ircum stance , he h app ened to suc cumb 
to th e m. Was that a crim e' No. A sin ' 
Ind eed . But rel igio n played no p art in th is 
case and sho uld have a limite d o ne in the 

gove rnm ent as a w hole. 
By th e way, how ironi c w as it that 

man y o f the same Ho use and Senate 
m ember s who tried Clint o n cam e 
unde r fire as adult e re rs th e mselves. 
Talk about being tried b y a jury of 
your peer s. 

I personall y don 't cond o ne such 
behavior, bu t it is not my place nor 

anyone else 's to pa ss such jud gment .on 
ot h e rs ' pri va te lives. Th at is t h e po m t 
which went unh eard for thirt ee n months , 
even th o ugh we we re sc reamin g it loud 
and clear the entir e time . 

Th e officials we pu t int o office 
we re not doing their jobs. Th ey were not 
repr e senting us in a mann e r consi~tent 
with th e ways whi ch we would have ltked. 
The y wer e not listening . If th ey had bee n , 
th ey wo uld have recog nized a w hile ba ck 
th a t Clint o n 's imp eachm e nt wa s n o t 
som ethin g tha t we want ed to pur sue and 
th at th e same went for th e ensuing tr ial. 

If th ev had liste ned , th ey wo uld 
ha ve se en tl{at Clinton 's aff airs we re 
wh o lly person al mat ters. He did lit:, but it 

wa s about somethin g th a t w as n o 
bu sin ess o f the gove rnm ent or th e 
Ameri can public . And his involvem ent 
w ith Lewi n sky had ab so lu tel y n o 
imp act o n th e exec ution o f his o ffice. 
If anythi ng , the p ress ure h e recei ved 
fr o m all dir ec t io n s fr o m th e 
Republi can part y is wh at has affec m.::d 
his pe rforman ce as chi ef. 

\ Despite argum ent s th at 
Y e s , 
Clinton 's 

Clint on has tarni shed the goo d 1.---,-----------i,- n am e o f th e pr e sid e n cy an d 

job , if som eone wer e to 
have sexual relation s with is not always f O r m e r 

right . W h i t e 

interludes 
with th e ~-------;' Ameri ca in ge neral, his ap p roval 

ratin gs re main hi gh ac ros s t h e 
n ation . That 's pro ba bly be ca use 
man y ca n identi fy with him as a 
person. America ns see m to hav~ a 
dee p und er standin g th at we will , 
fro m time to t ime , make mistakes 
but th at that is no reaso n to be 

another per so n of a 
subordinate level , that 
person would be fired with 
no qu es tion s aske d , n o . 
trial , just a pink slip . A compan y's nam e ts 
o nly as good as its leaders . Becau se o~ ~he 
fact that Clinton was in a higher pos1t1on 
than Le winsk y, his b e havior c an b e 
consid e re d se xual harassment. On ce 
aga'iti "; · I re mind yo u , se xual 
haras sment is not an impe ac hable 
o ffense. In that case, if Clinton 
had originall y co nfess ed to th e 
charg es, admitt ed that what he 
had don e was w ro ng , and 
apologi zed to th e nation , th e 
trial of imp eac hment could 
ha ve bee n entirel y avo ided . Of 
co urs e , th e re would hav e 
b ee n an uproar and a 
c omm o ti o n am o n g 
politi c ians , but th e issu e 
w o uld hav e b ee n dropp e d 
mu ch early and lo ng forgotten by 
now . How e ve r, in th e h e at o f 
pr essure , Clinton snapped. I~e wa s afr.aid 
of what wo uld happ en to his reput ation 
and his caree r. Th e re fore , he lied to try to 
cove r up th e mistakes that he had mad e. 
Not only did he lie to th e American p eople 
in a publi c addre ss , but he also lied to th e 
Grand Jur y. This propell ed th e case ? nto 
an entir ely new leve l. Th e trust o f th e 
Peopl e wa s th e n go ne. . 

The next qu es tion : Is pequr y a 
major offense ? Th e answ e r' Yes . For th e 
pr esident ? Eve n worse . The fact that th e 
pr es ident of th e Unit ed Stat es: th e man 
w ho repr ese nt s th e co untr y, !tee.I und e r 
oath is path e ti c. No t onl y was h e 
pr eviou sly a lawyer, bu t he now holds th e 
highes t p os ition in Ame rica, and he br ok,e 
o ne o f our most cove ted laws. You don t 
lie und er oath . Plain and simpl e . Clinton 
w as well aw are o f th e fact that he was 
br ea king th e law. He knew ex actly w hat 

M a n y Hou se 
. p eo pl e 

~a rg u e d 
t h a t 

Clinton 's pri vat e life w as no n e o f o ur 
busin ess. They said he is doing a good job 
in office , and that 's all th at matt ers. But 
th e fac t that th e ec o nom y is doing well 
should not have justified breakin g th e law. 
for ex amp le , if I w e re a great stud e.nt 

caught ch eatin g on a te st my enttr e 
edu cational p erform anc e wo uld be 
qu es tion ed . Th e sa me go es for 
Clinto n . I wo nder how man y oth er 
lies he has tole.I, or peopl e he has 
chea ted , to get th e eco no my wh ere 
it is today. I'll state again , if Clinton 

had told th e truth in th e first 
p lac e th e n hi s p erso nal life 

wo uldn 't ha ve bee n put und er 
a magnifyin g glass . His priv ate 

life bec ame publi c w hen he, the 
pr esident , a public figur e to th e 

e ntir e w o rld , lie d . Wh e n h e lie d to 
e ve ryo ne on t ele visio n and be for e .th e 
G rand Jur y h e subj ec t ed him se lf to 
inv e sti g ati o n . He was as kin g to b e 
ex pose d . I'll be th e first to admi ~ th a~ Starr 
too k it to ex tre mes with th e 111qmry of 
unn ecessa ry de tails , but , o n th e oth e r 
hand , Clint on took it to o far wh en tim e 
and tim e again he denied th e truth . 

Bo th leve ls w e re p rese nt. By 
co mmittin g adult e ry he was morally and 
e thi cally wro ng. By lying he was leg ally 
wron g . He abu se d his p ow er to eve ry 
degree. He took advantage of th e gullibility 
of th e Ameri ca n peo ple . He dist o rted the 
image of our nati on . He devalued th e tit le 
o f an y p ast o r futur e pr es id e nt . He 
committ ed a sin , and he bro ke th e law. I 
think that h e should h ave ta ke n th e 
resp onsibility for his actions and res igned 
as th e pr es ident . This be havio r sho uld 
neve r be to lerate d ; th erefore , Bill Clinton 
should not have bee n tol e rated . • 

int e rn put 
him in a 
parti cularl y 
sticky situ ation . But sequ e ntial 
inves tigations by special pros ecutor Ken 

taken o ut behind the barn and sho t. 

Starr pro ved ove r-th e-top , bo th in scope Whil e t h e Pr es 's co nd uc t di d 
and dollarwi se .And th e res ultin g histo rica l ext e nd b ey ond misb eha vio r, it di.~I no t 
imp eac hm e nt vot e and Se n ate nea rly qu alify as an imp eac hable oft~ nse , 
imp eachm ent trial se rved as litt le mo re. along th e sam e orde r of th e "h_igh ~nm es 
than a co mple x , dr aw n -o ut ga m e o f and misdemea nor s" o ur foun chng fath ers 
politi cs. . d esc ri bed . How eve r c ra ss Clint o n 's 

How co uld any elec ted offic ials mot ives we re in hi s e nco unt e rs w ith 
claim to ha ve th e nati on 's best inte rest s at Le win sky, th ey cl ear ly pr ov id ec! .n o 
heart w hen mo re time and effort was spent de libera te assa ult o n Amer ican p oltt1cs . 
relentless ly (and wrec klessly) pur suing th e Clin to n at no tim e pose d any thr eat to ou r 
chief exec utive th an runnin g th e countr y' democrat ic princ ip les o r 
No d oubt , thi s p ro bl e m -- ------ - - ----, th e judi c ial p rocess , a~ 
pr eocc upi ed publi c and How could any Re publi ca n s say . 
gove rnm ent al att e nti o n elected officials claim Obs tru ction of justice was 
for more th an a year. n eve r t h e case h e re . 

But w hil e t h e to have the nation 's Instead , th e case aga inst 
publi c was ce rtainl y ready best interest at heart Clinton was a tra ves ty o f 
to move o n , Washin gto n when more time WOS justice . 
wa s not . for wh at see med I I I Gradu a lly, Was hin gto n 
like e ndless wee ks,Ho use spent re ent eSS Y rea lize d th at. And eve n 
memb ers to iled over th e pursuing the chief before a ve rdict w as 
issueofw heth ero rn ott o executive than run- re n dered , m an y 
imp each Clint o n . Wee ks ning the country? sp ec ulated th at Clin to n 
later, after dec iding to do wo uld w alk away 
so, th e poin t we nt o n to un sc ath e d fr o m th e 
th e Senate . Th en , as we Se n ate tria l. He d id . Lo n g live t h e 
h el d o ur co llec ti ve br e ath , th e I 0 0 Presid ent ! This dismal tale merit ed some 
memb ers of our co unt ry 's to p leg islat ive sor t of happ y endin g , bittersweet as it 
bod y w ent abo ut to dec ide th e fate of th e tu rne d out to be. 
Pres ident . But eve n in the eve nt that th e 

Whil e no one w ill long forge t this Senate had ret urn ed a guilty verdict , I said 
Whit e Ho u se dr am a , th e maj o rit y of th ey should have wr itte n it off as t ime 
America ns ce rt ainly forgave th eir leade r. se r ve d . Clin to n alre ad y e ndu red th e 

Wh y Re publi ca ns and a small co n se qu e nces , and so h ave we. Wh at 
faction of th e po pulati o n co uld not do th e remains is a p er mane nt mark of shame o n 
same was beyo nd me . Exactly w ho were one man 's legacy and a nation left to pick 
they to hold Clinto n , Presi de nt or not , to up th e pieces . 
a highe r moral stand ard than th ey he ld Th at 's e n o u gh p uni shm ent in 
th emse lves' itself. • 


