
Briefs 
D VIOLENCE WALK 

On October 29, 
members of the 
southside community 
and Riley students 
walked against drugs 
and Violence. 

Over 100 stu
dents from various 
groups at Riley were 
present, including the 
National Honor Society 
and the S.A.F.E. club. 

D SPORTS 
Along with the 

new Riley, a brand new 
intramural sports pro
gram is in full swing. 

Students cur
rently play 3 on 3 volley
ball and will soon have 
table tennis , bowling , 
and swimming. 
Matches are held on 
Monday nights. 

According to 
Mike Luber, the director 
of the program , "These 
are opportunities for 
both athletes and 
people that just enjoy 
playing sports. Every
one can come out and 
have a great time ." 

In order to sign 
up for any of the sports 
see Mike Luber, in the 
main office. 

D Security 
Riley now has a 

brand new alarm sys
tem. This is designed to 
close the building on the 
weekends and any 
school holidays . With 
this new system, faculty 
members will need a 
security pass to get into 
the building . 

According to An
thony Byrd, with the new 
system we are able to 
restrict entrance to the 
whole building or open 
up som e parts to th e 
students. 

Engles Wins 
'Teacher of the 

Year.' See 
page three. 
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School Takes Action 

Riley to expand walkway 

Grant Jones 

DIRECTING TRA FFIC / Each morning and afternoon crossing guard Russell 
Barber helps make the walk from the school to the parking lot a little safer. 

CHirl,H•HMI 
Editor-in-Chief 

The wa lk from the pa rkin g 
lot to schoo l is not only an incon
ve nience but has also beco me a 
safe ty concern . "This is tru e; espe
cially in the afterno on, when ove r 
1600 stud ents are exiting the school 
and headin g towards the parkin g 
lot," sa id And rew N ickle, a con
cerned parent. 

This, ad ded to the bu sses 
and oth er tr affic, m akes it ve ry 
conjested in the afte rnoo n. 

Th e s id ewa lk s on bo th 
sides are very narrow and cause a 
concern, since many stu de nts are 
wa lking towa rd s the par king lo t 
after school. 

"We felt very strong about 
th is top ic, and the safe ty of stu
dents wa lking from the parking lot 
was a very strong concern ," sa id 
Camille John son , stud ent coun cil 
treas urer. 

Stud ent s too k up a peti
tio n, ask ing for the city and th e 
South Bend Comnrnnity School Cor
poration to ad dress thi s prob lem. 
Ove r 700 signatu res were ga thered 
from the petition, and it was pre
sented to both the ma ors' office 
an to the sch ool oa r . ---~-~ 

The prob lem was also seen 
and addressed by ma ny concerned 
pare nts includ ing Andrew Nickle. 

"When I was first given the 
tour of the new school durin g the 
summ er, I was ve ry concer ned 
abo ut the long wa lk that stud ents 
had to make with a large amount 
of traffic," said N ickle. 

The ad min stration also ex
pressed concern over the prob lem, 
"The sidewa lk an d stree t both need 
to be wid ened, it is a very con 
gested atmosp here after schoo l," 
sa id Anth ony Byrd assistant 

SEE SIDEWALK ON PAGE TWO 

Promotions slice yearbook price 
lffllUtffl m 

Ey e Can dy Ed it or 

A yea r 2000 yea rbook at 
1950's pri ces? 

That's the goa l of the new 
yea rbook advi ser, Robert Sm ith, 
and hi s staff , and th ey've bee n 
working hard to drum up public
ity for the $15 yea rboo k. 

As a g rea t fin a le to th e 
yea rbook promo tions, a celebri ty 
wi ll come to the autograp h signing 
in Ma y, but the staff is keep ing 
qui et about who it will be. 

According to Smit h, the 
pr ice is being brou gh t down to al
low mor e stud ents to have access 
to the yearbook. 

"Most stud ents don ' t have 
$40 in their po cket to spend on a 
yearbook ," sa id Smit h . 

Alrea dy, 385 books have 
been sold at the $15 pri ce, and a 
mass ma iling to all stud ents should 
furt her increase sa les . 

The $15 yearbook has been 
made poss ible by an increase in ad 
sales and a steady stream of pro
motion s, includ in g movi e ticket 
giveaways, free movi e rentals, lim
ou sine rides, lun ch time freebies, a 
free airp lane trip to anyw here in the 
USA, a p lane trip to Jam aica, and 
the br and new car that was given 
away for the weekend . 

Bu y ing th e yea rbook 
gives you a chance at winning one 

SEE YEARBOOK ON PAGE TWO 
DESIGNING / Kim Green yearbook Editor-in
Chief helps David Jones with layout. 

The basketball roster 
is in and has only 
four seniors. See 
sports page one. 

Jjtdl#j 
Stairway 

congestion . 
See page 

seven. 

Freshmen 
A look at the 

freshman 
experience,in 

Eye Candy 



ril)ews Pagel 

Iss Changes 

After school suspension effective 
@{idfflt:fti•Bff . _ . thi~ year ar~ freshmen , who didn't know abo ut the 

pohcy , he said . 
Viewpoints Editor 

Thi s year, skipping class won' t ge t you out of 
class. 

Last yea r, in- schoo l suspension took place 
durin g the reg ular schoo l day. If one committ ed an 
offense, one wou ld be sen t to the in-school su spen
sion room .. 

However, the admi ni stration thought it 
wasn't work ing we ll beca use it was keeping kids out 
of class and not truly punis hin g them. The after-school 
suspensio n idea was given to the adminis tra tion by 
Loretta Williams, the new guid ance secretary. 

The rev ised in-schoo l suspension is no longer 
during the schoo l day, but rather after school. It is 

" '7he kids hate this, it's 
taking away from their fun 
time, that is why they will try 
harder to stay away from 
trouble." 

quiet , says Wigfall. 

-Chester Wigfall 
Security guard ,, 

s till be run 
by Chester 
W i g fa 11, 
CORE S U-

p erv isor. 
The stu 
d ents h ave 
to stay from 
3 p.m . until 
4:30 p.m . 
They are ex
pected to sit 
a nd stay 

c:z1... , -

The same rules app ly but this year the pun 
ishm ent is more severe. Brian Focht, sop homore En
glish teacher, think s that there are two advantages to 
after-school su spension: it doesn ' t keep the kids out 
of class, and it keeps the students out of after schoo l 
activities, which is a rea l penalty. 

"I know it' s an inconvenience for stud ents 
with jobs, and somet imes they have to reschedu le," 
said Beth Horban , dean of stud en ts. 

Reoccurrin g truancy, foul language, and di s
missa l from class for being disruptive wi ll cost you 
an afternoon, accordi ng to Horban. 

After school suspe nsion might eve n lesse n 
the amount of out of schoo l suspens ion. "If it works, 
and kids ge t the idea, the y wil l be mor e concerned 
about get ting after school su spe nsion . Then the sma ll 
di srupti ons will less likely turn into large problems ," 
he sa id. 

"I think it is working we ll," says Horban. 
"It will take time for the stud ents to rea lize what it is, 
but after a whi le they will ge t the idea , and no t want 
to go back, " sa id Foch t. 

"It's more of a deterrent this year. The stu
d ent s are tak ing it ser iou s, accord ing to Wigfal l. 

After schoo l suspens ion seems more practi
cal than In-school suspe nsion. "It wasn't a puni sh
ment last year, kids want to go hom e after scho ol, 
and thi s is stop ping them ," said Foch t. 

There are about 14 students each nigh t, and 
there have bee n few repeats, wh ich shows major signs 
of improv emen t. The re are definite ly less stud ents, 

so it must work pre tty we ll, acco rdin g to Wigfall. 
Ninety percent of the kids in after-schoo l suspe nsion 

"The kid s h ate this , it's taking away from 
their fun time ,that is why they w ill try hard er to stay 
away from troub le." sa id Wigfa ll. + 

Sidewalk 
Continued from page one 

princip al. 
Sout h Bend Community 

School Corporation ha s decided to 
act up on this issue by widening 
the eas t s ide wa lkway. The plan 
is to finish thi s project before win
ter. 

"A bad situation is sure to 
ge t worse in the w inter time, un 
less this stree t is w idened," sa id 
Nick le. Thi s is due to the fact that 
wh en the snow is plow ed it will 
be piled on top of the walkway , 
leav ing s tud en ts no other place 
tha n th e midd le of the stree t to 
wa lk. 

Many stude nts are glad to 
see the s id ewalk wid ened , "It 
takes me a long tim e to ge t to 

. . ?choo l in the mornin g beca use the 
walkway isn ' t wide eno u gh to 
pa ss up pep le who are in front of 
you. I'm very happy to see the is
sue is being addressed," sa id jun 
ior Gran t Jones. 

Even thou gh the schoo l is 
offer ing a so lution very quick ly, 
many par ent s would like to see a 
more per man ent so luti on . 

" I a m not offerin g any 
specific so lution s but am ask ing 
the city engineers and the des ign
ers to come up with a long term 
so luti on." 

Thi s probl em h as b ee n 
viewed by man y memb ers of the 
board s as w e ll as by the cit y 
mayo r; all ag ree that it need s to be 

" "We will get 
this problem 
solved, but I'm 
worried it will 
be solved atter 
a tragedy has 
happened." 

-Andrew Nickle 
Parent ,, 

addres sed . 

One of th e 
so luti on s 
b e in g of 
fe red b y 
some par 
ent s and ad 
mini stration 
memb ers is 
makin g Fel
lows a large 
wa lkway for 
stud ent s. 

"It would be bes t if we could close 
the campu s to ou tside traffic and 
mov e Fellows street but that wo uld 

WILDCATS 

Respond 
Walkway Widens 

1. Do you feel the walk 
from the parking lot to 
school is a safety 
concern? 

45% 

55% 

2. Do you think that the 
widening of the sidewalk 
is a good idea? 

~ 

~ - 18% 

82% 

3. Would you like to see 
Fellows Street closed 
off, limiting traffic only to 
students and faculty? 

32% 
68% 

This w as a random s ur 
vey o f four different gr a d e 
classes . Tota l of 100 sur
ve ys w e re giv en with 99 
responses . 

requir e takin g hou ses and I do not 
want to see peop le di sp laced from 
their hom es," said Byrd. 

One concern for some par
e n ts is that a lon g-term so luti on 
won' t come for a long tim e. "We 
will ge t thi s prob lem solved, but 
I'm worri ed it wi ll be so lved after 
a tr age dy h as happened ," said 
Nickle. 

Some s tud ent s fee l th at 
even thou gh w idenin g of the street 
is ve ry necessa ry the wid enin g of 
the wa lkway wil l be a grea t help in 
the short term . 

" It would take them a long 
tim e to widen the stree t, so for now 
I'm happy that the admini strat ion 
and the communit y have come to
ge ther to act qui ckly on the sa fety 
of stud ent s," sa id Kim Gree n, edi 
tor-in-chief, of the yearbook. + 

Yearbook 
Continu ed from Pa e on e 

of the grea t promotion s. A dust 
jacket and an auto graph sec tion 
will cost extra like alway s. Further, 
the yearbook will includ e lots of 
photo graphs and a color sect ion . 
The theme 'Millennium: A Story to 
be Told' wi ll focus on th e futur e. 
Stude nt s also have the choi ce of 
runnin g a baby photo and a per
son al tribut e in their books. 

The low pr ice of the yea r
book won't only mak e it possible 

- e;:,.---

writin g an essay "Mill ennium, a 
Story to be Told" to int roduce the 
book. 

"I wa nt the people men
tioned above and man y ot he rs 
without whom a grea t yearbook 
wou ldn ' t be po ssib le," sa id Smith . 

"Each yea rbook ha s a role 
in telling a story throu gh a writt en 
and pictorial acco un t. Thu s, the 
yea rbook becom es a histo rica l tim e 

ca psule , e tch ed 
in tim e a nd for more peop le to 

b u y, it wil l a lso 
h e Ip increase 
sa les. With in 
crease d sa les the 
pric e can be a bit 
lower thanks to its 
in crease d popu
larity. 

Smith be
lieves that a finan -

'' Each yearbook has a role in telling 
a story through a written and picto
rial account. Thus, the yearbook becomes 
a historical time capsule, etched in time 
and placed in the archives of the James 
Whitcomb Riley community forever. 

placed in the ar
chi ves of th e. 
Jam es Whitcomb 
Riley communit y 
forever ," sa id 
Smith. 

"Th e yea r
book w ill reflect 
the cultur al di 
versit y amo n g 
eve rybo d y, in 
cludin g th e stu 
dent s, yea rbook 

cia lly su ccessfu l 
yearbook shou ld 
be run like a bu si-
n ess. Dal e 
Swa fford , form er yea rbook ad 
viser, is h elpin g with pa ge layout , 
and Phi l Page, a Josten's rep resen
tative is assisting with prod uction . 
M cD01Zald's Studios is assisting with 
photo grap hs. Oth er facu lty mem
ber s h e lping out include Jo 
Klod zink si, Cind y Mise ner, and 
Jim Fent ers, bu siness teachers, as 
well as Barbara Lewis, special edu 
cation teacher, and Phyllis Toba r 
senior, spon so r. 

In a ddition , G lor ia 
Murphy 's AP English classes are 

-Hobert Smith 
Yearbook Advisor •• 

staff, and the Riley staff. 
SmHh remind s all stud ent s 

and par ent s th at the spe cial $15 
promotio nal order pr ice will be dis
conti nu ed after Chri stmas brea k. 
So if you h aven ' t a lready ordered 
your year book by then you ' re out 
of lu ck . Th e p ri ce w ill th e n be 
ra ised back up to $40 and up. 

Also, the yea rbook wi ll be 
ava ilable for pi ck-up each Saturda y 
in Jun e and July. This slight ly d e
layed delivery wi ll allow the yea r
book s taff ex tr a tim e to furth er 
keep costs low. + 
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Enllles' talent given to kids 
RISING TO THE 

ToP/ 
JoAnn 
Engles 

helps YEAR, 
Ron Potter, 

with his 
Reading 

homwork. 
Engles was 

the 1999 
Riley and 

South Bend 
Community 

School 
Corporation 

teacher of 
the year. 
She also 

placed 
in the 

top ten 
at the 

Indiana 
state 

teacher of 
the year 

competition. 

G·leiMMtiit·M·ml 
Viewpoints Editor 

Imagine sittin g in a room w ith seve ral str ang
ers grilling yo u about your teaching style . This is what 
hap pened to JoAnn Eng les the mo st recent Teacher of 
the Year at Riley High School. 

The Teacher of the Year is an hon or that is g iven 
to one Riley teacher a yea r. She is a teac her that makes 
a difference in a stud ent 's life. She won the corpora
tion contest and th en went on to the state comp eti
tion. 

· At the stat e comp etition she int erviewe d for 
30 minut es before a panel of 12 jud ges in Indi anapo
lis. There she was on of the top ten finalists. The fi
nalists are not ranked exce pt for winner and runner
up . 

Engles has been teac hin g full time for 17 yea rs. 
She ha s been a t Riley since 1993. When she received 
wo rd that she had been se lected the Teacher of the Year 
she was surpri sed. 

"A t first I was in shock , the honor was very 
un expected. Now I feel height ened responsibilit y to 
represe nt my fellow teac hers we ll," co mm e nt ed 

TEACHERS OF THE 
YEAR 

FOR THE DECADE 

1990 - Naomi Kent 
1991 - John Clayton * 
1992 - Char Totten 
1993 - John Wibbens 
1994 - David Dunlap 
1995 - Jim Fenters 
1996 - LouAnn Kensinger 
1997 - Christine Buczynski 
1998 - Laura Vanderheyden 
1999 - JoAnn Engles* 
* Indicates corporation teacher of the year 

Engles. 
"She is a great teacher. She is easy to wor k 

wi th and helpful ,"sa id Drema( Hughes. 
Fellow Eng lish Teacher Gloria Murph y was 

not surpri sed. "I ha ve know n her for about 20 yea rs. 
Wh en we had an opening for a readin g teacher I told 
het she sh ould appl y. Befo re she came, the readin g 
dass was out of cont rol. Now it is a ve ry civilized 
class. She is the first teacher in her position I know 
w ho has been effective." 

"She is a 10. She describes thin gs easy. She 
is my favoritt; teache r," sa id so ph o more Monique 
Pace. 

·Engles descr ibes her teachin g style as one 
where she tries to teach the indi vidu al, not the class . 
She fee ls that it is important if a stud ent feels that a 
teac her think s they are im port ant. She a lso tri es to 
mak e her class as interes ting as possib le . 

Murphy agree s "She is ve ry inv olved in her 
class, she wa lks aro und an talks to them. She neve r 
talks down to them she never is sarcast ic in her class. 
She is an all aro und kind person." 

"She is open-mind ed, yout hful , und ersta nd
ing and not stressf ul. She is ve ry relaxed. That help s 
out ," comm ented sop homore Adriel Turn er. 

"She is fun and relaxed. She is not boring 
like a lot of other teachers," sa id freshman Ron Pot
ter an Engles stud ent . 

Riley has done we ll in the recent years in the 
Teacher of the Year competition. Riley principa l George 
McCullough believes it is because we have qu ality 
peop le here. Mos t recentl y Jim Fenters won the cor
poration Teacher of the Year, runn er-up . 

"I am very p roud of all the teachers here . 
They are very high qu ality people and teachers. I 
think every teac her here could win a t the state leve l," 
sa id McCullou gh. 

"I think it is great that a teac her from the 
English department rece ived this honor. We have 
great teac hers in this department ," sa id Murphy . 

"Ther e rea lly are no incenti ves other than the 
incenti ve we all sho uld h ave which is to do our bes t. 
Sometim es you are hon ored when you do yo ur best , 
and thi s was one of those times," sa id Engles, "How
ever I did rece ive a marble app le, a bra ss appl e, and 
a go lden app le. For being the South Be11d Community 
School Corporation Teacher of the Year I rece ived a gra nt 
for $1000 to use for classroo m and professiona l ma
terials. I received $100 for being a sta te finali st from 

Farm Bureau Insurance," sai d Engles. 
While the school does not receive any officia l 

reward for havin g a teacher win, McCu llough fee ls dif
fere ntl y, "We (Riley) a re reward ed every da y beca use 
the teac ~ers are teaching here . That in itself is a grea t 
reward. 

To be se lected the Teacher of the Year at Riley 
Anth on y Byrd , ass ista nt prin cipal, first hand s out a 
shee t with teachers' names on it. The teachers mark 

d ow n a 

'' "She is open-minded, 
youthful, understanding and 
not stressful. She is very re
laxed. That helps out." 

nam e of the 
teache r th ey 
feel sh o uld 
be se lec ted . 
The teac hers 
rece iving the 
mo s t vo tes 
are put on a 
n ew s heet 
wi th ju st 
th ose names 

-Adriet Turner, sophomore ,, 
o n i t. Th e 

teac hers then vo te on tho se names. Most votes wins. 
Once named Teacher of the Year Engles had to 

put toge ther a portfoli o which rep rese nt ed her teach
ing. The portfo lio is 26 pa ges long and ha s sec tions 
cove ring Professional Biograp hy, Phi losop hy of Teach
ing, The Teaching Prof ess ion , Educ at ional Resea rch, 
Community Service and Letters of Recom mend ation, 
along with sa mpl es of the stud ent s' work . 

"I spe nt over 100 hour s writing and rev ising 
my por tfolio. It was a tremend ous amount of work 
but very reward ing," sa id Eng les . 

Ther e are no rea l qu alifications to being se
lected to represe nt yo ur schoo l. All a teacher has to be 
is an act ive, cer tified teacher. 

"In general, tho se nominat ed need to be re
spe cted by the other teachers in their bui ldin g. That 
would mea n, among other thin gs that the nominated 
person wor ks well with stud ent s and staff, is know l
edgeab le, and crea tive," comment ed Engles . 

"Despite the awa rd I ha ven' t changed my 
teachin g style at all, but now that I hav e written exten
sively about my teaching , I am more conscious , on a 
daily basis , of what J am doin g,"e nd ed Engles + 

WHY DO YOU THINK JOANNE 
ENGLES DESERVES 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR? 

* All photos by Bryan Proven 

Adriel Turner 
Sophomore 
"She is open
minded, youth
ful, understand
ing, and not 
stressful. She is 
very relaxed. 
That helps out." 

Dreama Hughes 

Freshman 
"She is a great 
teacher. She is 
easy to work with 
and is helpful." 

Ron Potter 
Fresh.man 
"She is fun and 
relaxed. She is 
not boring like 
a lot of other 
teachers." 
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The 
y~li@W l)~l~it ~S! 

-to· . success A Day at Hamilton Alternative School 

We're not 
in Kansas 
anymore 

A da~ in the life 
of a HAS 
Student 

Seinor Staff Reporter 
*All photos by Mirand a Porte 

Name: Marcus Humphry 
Age: 17 
Home School: Washington 
Years @ Hamilton: almost 2 

Hour, 
Word 

Processing: 
Marcus 

enters class , 
and yells 

"Hi," to his 
teacher 

. . Q)1arley. 

10:27 
English: 
Marcus 

enters his 
second 

hour 
English 

class with 
his teacher 
Matt a little 

late. 

wish to have a 
nice lunch. 

Before 
School: 
Marcus 
lounges in 
the 
hallway 
talking 
to his 
friends. 

Passing 
Period: 
Marcus 
hangs 
out in 
the 
hallway 
with his 
friends . 

11:30 
Dr. Jay 
McGee, 
HAS 

director, 
comes into 
check on the 

Oz the answer for HAS Students 

gram . 

l@Whtt!+Miii 
Viewpoints Editor 

oo l start s promptly at 9 a .m. w ith no be lls. 
re basica lly on th eir honor to get to class on 

sis part of the Hamilton Alt ernative School pro-

Ano ther interesting fact about thi s program is 
that all tea chers and admi nistrators are on a first name 
basis wi th the studen ts. Instead of Mrs. Harman teach
ing socia l studi es, it's Wendy. 

Dr. Jay McGee , Hamilton principal , says this 
mak es for a more cas ual atm osp here. In fact, stude nt
facult y brainstorming time is dubb ed 'OZ ' tim e, from 
the Wizard of Oz. Students feel free to exp ress their ideas, 
and br eak from status-quo . 

"We h ave a lot of problems with students not 
likin g teacher s because of the fac t that teachers put 
th em selves hi gher th an the stud ents . Here, if we can 
leve l the playing fie ld, it mak es everybody more com 
for table," he sa id . 

But thi s doesn ' t mean there is no respect re
quir ed by the stud ent s, it ju st makes a more peaceful 
environ ment. 

Beverly Brazauskas , ma th teacher, isn' t so sure 
thi s is the best way for the stud ent s to learn discip line. 

"To succeed, yo u need a steady , discip lined ap
pro ach. Somet imes, we don ' t give the tim e to deve lop 
that discipline ," she said . 

Th at' s not to say that the casua l atmos tph ere at 
Hamilton is a probl em . Lots of stude nts like tha t they 
can come to schoo l at 9 a.m . and leave at 1:40 p.m. in 
the afte rnoon . They also like the fact th at there's no 
grad ing sys tem . 

Every class is p ass/ fai l. 100 percent of the dai ly 
work is required, and an end of the se mester final or 
projec t must be comp leted. 

Dr. Jay sai d , "We like thi s program because 
wit hout th e grades, kid s don't have to worry about 
maint aining a certai n grade. It also mak es them work 
harder because they h ave to compl ete a ll their wor k, or 
they ge t no credi t for the clas s." 

Shane Pr ice, former Riley studen t, said , "I like 
it bet te r th an Riley beca use here yo u can' t wa lk ou t and 
yo u have to stay in class or you don' t pas s. Nobody 
cared a t Riley." 

Angie Overton, 16, agrees. "It's a lot easier to 
go at yo ur own pace. Teachers see m to care m ore and 
th ere's more interac tion since the classes are so small," 
she sa id. 

Ther e is a lso a pro gram inside Hamilton called 
the Oz progra m . The name was derived from "Tl1e Wiz
ard of Oz" and it mea ns tha t kids have to have br ains, 
courage, and hea rt to su cceed . The pro gram helps give 
kid s se lf es teem w hile go ing int o th e communit y and 
helpin g other peop le. 

The reaso n for increase d int erac tion is beca use 
Hamilton's maximum class size is 17 stud ent s. The en
tire sh1dent body totals only 100, and there are only nine 
teachers. Hamilton's goa l for the year is to have 150 stu 
dent s. 

Overto n, who came from Washington, says that 
Hamilton is definit ely the school for her. 

"It's so muc h more peacefu l than Washington. 
Everybo dy ge ts alo ng and there are no fight s . Eve ry-

11 :48 Lunch: Marcus goes down to 
the gym with a couple of his friends 
and decides to play basketball until 
class starts. 

bod y is acce pt ed no matter wh at," she sa id . 
The schoo l's reco rds see m to supp o rt thi s fact. 

There have only bee n abo ut 10 suspensions and 1 big 
fight in the past thr ee yea rs. Some s tud ents contribut e 
thi s to the fac t tha t every bod y comes in and they're all 
deemed "differe11t" at the ir othe r schoo ls. That' s why 
they're all so acceptin g of eac h ot her. 

But these stude nt s are n ' t rea lly "differe11t." 
Bever ly says the b iggest mi sco nception is th at, 

"Eve ry stud ent th a t comes here is a lose r. That's d efi
nit ely wrong!" 

Stude nt s at Hamilto11 see m to love schoo l. They 
all particip ate in class activit ies, and eve n during lec
tur es, the y sh are their op inions an d v iews on subj ects . 
They co mp le te work on tim e, and they work hard to 
mak e what they do the absolut e best. 

Many high schoo l student s s it slump ed in the ir 
chairs or sleep durin g class . They do half the ir home
wor k, and they figur e they can ask someo ne for th e res t 
of the answers the next mornin g. Eve n w hen they know 
the answer s, they don 't raise their hand s in class. Not 
at Hamilton. 

There are dra wbac ks of not go ing to a norm al 
hi gh schoo l, however. Hamilton offers on ly Core 40 
class es (math, science, Eng lish, socia l studi es, and gy m). 
There are no sports tea ms, whic h mea ns no big pep as
sembli es . And the non-gra din g syste m makes it ha rd 
for stud ent s to ge t in to college. 

Stu dents who do decid e to go to college ca n be 
accep ted by any college they wa nt to at tend , it' s just a 
littl e hard er. • 

e ars a 
TEACHING PEACE: Wendy Harman and Kate Miller lead 
their 3rd hour class in a game of Peace Pipe. Review 
Senior Staff Reporter, Tara Stokes also gets in the 
action. The Peace class aims to teach Hamilton 
students alternatives to violence and increase their 
level of community awareness. 

12:21 Peace: All sweaty from playing basketball wi 
friends , Marcus walks into his third hour. His teachE 
Wendy, laughs at him. 

t 
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Ada1ns drop-out thrives at Ha1nilton 
Mital?®® Ii 

Centerspread Editor 

Eighteen year old se ni or, 
Mandi Austin, could eas ily be the 
pos te rgirl for success . She's a model 
student . She listens in class, ge ts her 
homewo rk in on tim e, has 100 per
cent atte nd ence, and has even vol
unt ee red to take an at-home ind e
pend ent tud y course in psychol ogy. 

"Mandi is very focused . She 
know s what she wa nt s and she 
works ex tremely hard to get it," said 
Wend y Harman, Austi n' s ind epen
dent stud y teac he r. 

Two and a half years ago, 
however , thin gs weren' t going quit e 
so we ll. Austin was a high school 
d rop out . She had no cred its, no fu
tur e, and no family supp ort . He r 
only pos ition was a court date that 
was se t to deal wit h her excess ive 
truancy. Her on ly hope, a brand new 
a lternative schoo l program. 

" 1 kind of didn ' t have a 
choice. It was eith er here [Hnmilton 
Altemnt vie Sc/Joo/], or Park view [ju
venile correction center]," repo rted 
Au st in. 

Aus tin 's success bega n in 
the fall or 1997, when she ente red 
Hn111ilto11 Altemnti ve School (HAS). 
Acco rdin g to Harman , returnin g to 
high schoo l was a ha rd adju stment 
after Au stin 's yea r-long absence. 

"She wa s kind of clueless, 
didn ' t know wh ere she wa nted to 
go, didn ' t have any idea which di -

rection to go. She wa s just looki ng 
for someplace to be. She found no 
conn ection with schoo l at a ll," re
membered Harman. 

The adjustme nt pe riod , 
however, was we ll wo rth it . HAS 
provid ed Au stin not onl y with life 
skills , and a chanc e to improv e aca
d em i ca 11 y, but a lso w ith much 
neede d emotional support. 

"lt g ives you a ca rin g envi
ronm ent. The tea chers liste n to what 
you have to say. They take your opin
ions ser iously, and they let you work 
at yo ur own pace, which allowed me 
to catch up rea lly fast," she sa id . 

And ca tch up she did , the 
one time drop out quickl y added 35 
cred its to her transcript , and earned 
the HAS Tum Around Award, at the 
end of her first yea r. 

Austin has beco me so confi
dent in her academic sk ills that she's 
planned a ca ree r as a physician . 

" I wa nt a majo r in psyc hol
ogy. I want to be a pedi atrician, and 
that' s a good background . If I go to 
medical school, it w ill take me fifteen 
more years befo re J g radu ate for 
goo d," sa id Austin . 

Harm an believes in her ab il
ity to succeed . 

"She takes her classes and 
th en she does ind ependent s tud y. 
She is taking a p syc ho logy class , 
where she is given a tex t book and 
all the workshe ets to go wit h it. She 
ge ts it done. She consistentl y work 
on it, she does it a t home , which is a 

Bryan Proven 

SuccEss/ Senior, Mandi Austin, 
spends her lunch break talking 
with friends. 

rea lly hard thin g for these stud ents." 
Besides filling the role of in

depend ent stud y teac her, H ar man 
also prov ided Au stin with the major 
it y of th e emotional supp or t she 
needed to turn her life aro un d . 

"Wend y's been like my sec
ond mom at Hamilton. My real mom 
only provided financia l support, she 
wasn't th ere for me emotionall y, 
Wendy was," sa id Austin . 

H ar man be lieves tha t the 
emotiona l support Austin rece ived at 
HAS was the most helpful aspect of 
the alternativ e pro gram . 

"Sh e need ed so meone to 
help her make a conn ection. Some
one to show her that they rea lly cared 
about Mandi . Onc e she found that 
it rea lly mad e a difference for her/ 
stated Harm an. + 

Alternative school not what I expected OPINION 

IM,i,\@l*MH,• 
Eye Can dy Editor 

Entering throu gh the doo r 
of my former kind erga rte n, I began 
to consider the s itu ation s I might en
co unt e r a t Hn111ilton A lt ern nti ve 
Sc/Joo/. Wh at l'r,red icted is the exac t 
op posite of what l foun d. 

Und e r nor ma l circum 
sta nces, peop le intimid ate me . I 
strolled into Ha111ilto11 on a Monda y 
fee ling appr ehensive. I expecte d to 
be confronted by violent ga ng mem
ber , dru g dea lers, and a crowd of 
peop le less than happy to accept me. 
To the contr ary, I felt more comfort 
ab le among Hamilt on s tud ent s than 
I do among the tee ns I go to school 
with . They were po lite, eve n takin g 
tim e to shake hand s with the Riley 
studen ts visiting their schoo l. 

Operat ing on a first name 
ba s is, in clu din g teac he rs, th e 
H a milt o n e nv ironm e nt see m ed 
more like a home than the pri son I 
imag ined. 

"The s tude nts and s taff here 

'' "I expected to be 
confronted by violent yang 
members and drug dealers. 
I felt more comfortable 
among Hamilton students 
than I do at Riley" 

-Jennifer Krewson 
.H 

a re ni ce," co mm ent ed Grace 
N iedb alski, a 17 year old Hamilton 
stud ent. 

Among basic cour ses, there 
is a class know n as a Pence class. The 
stud ents spend time discus sing im
prove ments that can be made up on 
the community. The n they shar e 
wh at they have lea rned by runnin g 
pro grams within the communH y, in
cludin g a Pence Dny where they teach 
and play ga mes with 5th graders 
from Madison. 

We were given a chance to 
participat e in the Pence class activi
ties, includin g a game that involved 
transpor ting a marble from one side 

th his 12:22 : The class must contribute something as a 
~r. / ciass to the co~munity. They decide to do a non-
/ violence campaign called Think Before You Act. 

of a line to a coffee can using ha lves of 
pip e. The ma rble couldn ' t go bac k
wards in the pipe , nor could two pieces 
of pip e touch each other. I had fun , an d 
from the laughin g and shoutin g (even 
when we messe d up), I dedu ced that 
everyo ne else did too . 

"You h ave to think abo ut 
work ing toge ther," sa id one stud ent, in 
reference to what he had lea rned that 
day. 

What amazed me mos t is that 
these kid s actually parti cipa ted in class 
di scuss ion, as I observed dur ing a h is
tory lesso n. Ther e were no apat hetic 
blank stares pron e to an average class
room d iscuss ion. 

It daw ned on me that my peers 
a re not the ' losers' I had condemned 
them to be. Imm ediate ly I was ashamed 
of the jud gme nt I had pa sse d befor e 
knowin g th e wh o le s tory. I , of all 
people, shou ld know bet ter. 

I'll treasure the experie nce as a 
lesso n to myse lf th at, despit e a ll at
tempt s, even I am not free of preju di ce. 
There's alwnys somethin g yo u can learn 
abo ut yo urse lf from an exper ience like 
Hamilton. + 

12:30: Kate, another staff 
member, announces the class will 
be testing two of the games. 

1 :45:The 

school day 

ends . 
Students 

are 
CBIHm. 

1 :25: After 
discussion, 
Marcus and 

his group 
head to the 

computer lab 
to find 

graphics for 

1 :20. 

turns its 
attention to 

group 

projects. 

1:00: The 
class 

returns to 
the 

classroom , 
and Kate 

presents a 
game called 

The Web. 

u 

Jay 
McGee , 

director of 
Hamilton , 

tells 
Marcus 

good-bye 
as he 
walks 
out the 

front 

doors. • 

1 :35: The 
group 
finishes 
early , 
and 
decides 
to take it 

easy the 
rest of the 
hour . 

1 :03 : The 
class forms a 

circle in the 
middle of the 
room, and 

takes turns 
suggesting 

alternatives 
to violence. 

1 2:40: 
Wendy 

and 
Kate 

usher 
the 
class 
outs ide 
to play 
The 
Peace 

Pipe. 
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Should schools start later 
to accomodate sleep? 

Experts say that the teenage mind works 
best from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., yet the school da y 
starts at 7:45 a.m. Many educator s have started 
to pay attention to these findings, and are now 
trying to change the schedules to accomodate 
the students' learning needs . 

Schools all over the country are looking 
into alternative scheduling, letting students 
choose to come later to school and stay longer 
in the afternoon, 

"This type of scheduling needs to be 
looked at, and researched," said Anthony Byrd , 
assistant principal. "If it is working well for 
other school di stricts, then we need to look at 
switching over. We, as educators, need to adapt 
to the learning style of students ." 

There are many advantages of this type 
of scheduling. An obvious goal is to improve 
student performance . It would also help cut 
down on teenage crime . According to Byrd most 
of the crimes by teenagers are committed be
tween 3 p.m. To 5 p.m. If stud ents are in schools 
until five they havefewerchancestomisbe-
have. 

Having kids 
stay in school later 

would also be a 
large help to the 
parents of children . 
If the kids do not 
get out of school un
til five, most work
ing parents would 
be home to super 
vise them . 

Each yea r 
dr eds of accidents oc-

cur in the mornin g while kids wait in the 
.. !=Jark at bu s stops. If school did not start until 10 

a.m., kids would be waiting In the light , thus 
preventing man y accidents. 

Many of the extracurricular activities 
would take plac e before school. This way when 
students get home, they have plenty of time to 
study. 

"Having practice in the mornin g would 
be better. During the summ er we practice in the 
mornin g, and players don ' t seem to mind ," said 
Jim Zielasko, boy s' soccer coach . 

Even though this type of scheduling 
might cause some conflicts with jobs , accordin g 
to Byrd, "you have to mak e a choice. At 16 yea rs 
old ed ucation should be the top priority. " 

· If the job of a school is to prepare the 
students for the real world , then shou ldn 't the 
school follow the real world schedule? Most 
emp loyers know that their employe es cannot 
perform their best at 7 a.m. Rather it is better for 
them to come in at 9 a.m. or 10 a.m. 

This is an issue bein g considered by 
many schools all over the country and should 
not be ingnored by the South Bend Community 
School Corporation. 

"In the past 100 years, the education 
system has chan ged very littl e, you have more 
technology but for the most part it has stayed 
the same. Most educators believe that there 
needs to be a fund ame nt al change in edu cation, 
thi s maybe it," said Byrd . 

South Bend Community School Corporation 
should look into the issue and see if there is a 
chance it will help our stud ent s. If so the policy 
should be impl eme nt ed imm ediate ly. • 
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Stairs are an impossible feat 

It may ju st be me, but I ab
solutely hate the stairs at Riley. 
Especially the main stairs. 

"The placement of the stairs 
is nice, but not the traffic," said Bill 
Hamilton , senior. 

Although Bill seems to like 
them , I think even the placement 
is horrible. I know that the school 
tried to make them more conve
nient for us to use and all, but per
sonally I think the way they are 
set up now is more of a hassle. 

At the old Riley, there were 
stairs at each end and two in the 
middle. What was so wrong with 
that? 

At the beginning of the 
school year, the traffic on the main 
stairs was mainly due to people 
stopping and talking to friends 
they had not seen in two months. 
I can understand that , but now we 
have been in school for awhile, 
and it's still just as bad . 

The problem now isn ' t 
people stopping to talk so much 
as it is caused by way too many 
people using the stairway . 

The staircase was designed 
to be the center of everything in 
the building, but it's causing huge 
problems. Because of all the 
people using the stairway, it's 
causing congestion and a number 
of students to be tardy to class. 
Everyone is rushing to get to the 
main stairway because they think 
it's more convenient. 

That is really dumb. I mean, 
come on . Look at how many 
people are using the stairs! Do 
you really think you're going to 
get_to class on time taking one step 
every ten second s? 

In the lon g run , the main 
stairway seems to be more of an 
inconvenience . There are so many 
people using them , that you usu 
ally have to stop and just stand 
while someone picks up a book 
they dropped or talk to someone 
that 's going the other way. 

It takes forever to get from 
floor to floor. The traffic simply 

11 
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does not move , and when it does , 
it's at a snail's pace. Some people 
even take the liberty of wa lking on 
the wrong side! 

"I think all the people on the 
main stairs is ridiculous. It's an 
accident waiting to happen ," com
mented Erik Henry , freshman. 

Henr y has brought up an ex
cellent point . What if someone 
stops too fast and the person be
hind them doesn' t notic e and run s 
right into them? The chances of 
that happening are actually greater 
than they appear . 

I know this may be a surpri se 
to some of you, but there are other 
stairs at the end of each hallwa y. 
They ' re virtually empty compared 
to the main stairs. 

Students ' failure to use the 

WHAT WE 

Think 

side stairs is causin g the main stai rs 
to be so crowded. If mor e peop le 
used the side stairs , thin gs would 
go more smoot hly elsew here in the 
school. And just maybe we 'll all get 
to class on time . 

Getting caught in traffic is not 
a good excuse to go to lockout. You 
can be mor e creative than that. 

If you absolutely ha ve to tak e 
the main stair s, do not take your 
sweet old time. Move! If you want 
to talk to your friends , write them 
note s. And please walk on the right 
side . It's called traffic flow! Just be 
considerate of the peop le behind 
you who need to get to class eve n if 
yo u don 't. 

Let 's all do our share, and 
use the side stairs mor e often. It is 
what they were built for. • 

Temporary IDs are ,Naste of time 
The ID policy at Riley is 

now in full swing, and is being 
enforced as soon as you walk in 
the door . According to the ad 
ministration , IDs are needed to 
allow security to know who be
longs in the building and who 
does not. 

Each day as students enter 
the school, they are checked for 
an ID. If they don 't hav e one, 
buyin g a temporar y ID is a re
quir ement. In ord er to bu y an 
ID, all a student nee ds is $1. 
They don ' t have to show an y 
identification , or even have their 
name looked up by an admin 
istrator to see if they actually at
tend Riley. 

If anyone can come in 
and get the right to be in Riley 
for $1 without proving that they 
actually go to thi s school, why 

TEMPORARY ID . 

DATE 
make students wear the IDs? 

The temporary IDs are 
also just white with stickers with 
type that can be pur chased any-

where. Any
one that re
ally want s to 
co m e into 

Ril ey could 
easily pur 
chase a sticker 
so m ew h e,re 
and wr ite th e 
date on it. 

Stud e nt 
safety is im
portant 
enough to take 
a few ext ra 
seco nd s to 
loo k up a 
n am e, and a 
few extra dol
lars to bu y bet
ter temp orary 
IDs . At leas t it 
should be . • 
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Auditorium not done; drama feels deprived 
Piff UltiH:rM•Mta 
Viewpoints Editor 

football team ha s the football field, the 
am has a po ol, the volleyball playe rs hav e a 
d so do the cheerleaders . The dram a depar t

as nothing . . 
The drama departm ent has been functioning 

the first da y of school with the orchestra room 
a assroom because all the sport s trophi es, plaqu es, 
and equipm ent .are be ing s tored wh ere the dram a 
room should be. Ther e is no stage, no sea ts, no light
ing , no auditorium. At this tim e last yea r, the drama 
club was putting the finishin g touches on 'A rsenic and 
Old Lace,' whi ch brou ght in over $1000 for one pro
duction. Now the club is trying to find ways to sup
port the school whil e miss ing out on wh at they love 
most, acting. 

Mike Lane , sophomore, is appalled by the 
slow ness in erec tin g the auditorium. 

"It mak es me mad that every departm ent 
is mainly done exce pt the fine ar ts departm ent. At 
least everybody else can functi on normally," he said . 

It's not a problem that the gyms and equip
ment rooms were built before the auditorium. It' s not 
even that big of a dea l that there is athl etic stuff cov
ering the drama classroo m. But the drama club was 
promis ed an auditorium that would be ready to hous e 
a full audience by the beginnin g of the year . Well, 
wher e is it? 

After drama club complained that the audi
torium was not done at the beg innin g of the scho ol 
year, they were assured it wo uld be don e by Novem
ber 1, still enou gh time to house two pla ys this year . 
Well, it's not. 

Bryan Proven 

CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES/ Construction crew member works hard on finishing the auditorium, 
which is behind schedule and was supposed to be done on November 1st. 

Why is such emph as is based on athletics? Yes, 
there is a schedul e that has to be maintained by the 

'' It makes me mad that 
every department is mainly 
done eKcept the fine arts 
department. 

-Mike lane 
Sophomore 

,:1 

IHSA A, 
but d oes 
that mean 
that be-
cause 
dram a 
C 1 LI b 
doesn ' t 
have a se t 
sc h edul e 
t h e y 
shouldn't 

ga me? Definit ely not! 
And I'm not say ing that the admini str ators 

are trying to slight drama or any other schoo l activi ty, 
beca use the Riley staff is very supp or tive of drama. 
But the issue is that we don't have an audit o rium , and 
it's a necess ity to have one. 

Elyse Chudz ynski , sophomore, commented , 
"It's de finitely a necess ity to have an audit orium be
cause a lot of s tuff takes place in there, includin g 
dr ama productions. Not hav ing one conflicts with so 
many more eve nt s." 

comfo rt ab le presenting in an aud itor ium rather than 
a hu ge gy m floor. 

Const ruction workers ha ve to work faster to 
get the audito rium don e on tim e. 

Anth ony Byrd , vice principal , sa id, "There 
are a lot of th ings that aren' t don e, and it's rea lly the 
construction workers' responsibilit y." 

So, for the tim e be ing, the auditor ium will 
remain a giga ntic hole in the first and second floor 
wa lls until the constru ction worke rs decide to get 
their job don e. + 

be given ad equate facilities for productions that bring 
just as mu ch prid e to Riley as a Frida y night football 

Chud zy nski is right. Band and orc hestra are 
still hav ing to put on concerts at Jackso n, when the y 
should be ab le to play in their own school. There are 
also speake rs that come to Riley who might fee l more 

Editor 
Orchestra Room 

Dear Editor: 
There have been many problems 

with the new Riley. Some of them 
have been fixed, but some haven't. 

A large one, that involves my life, 
is the problem with the drama room. 
I'm a member of the orchestra and 
this year we finally got our own room. 
Now we come to the new school and 
we find out we have to share it , 
again, 'temporarily.' 

Last I heard about the drama 
room being finished was that the 
inside hasn't even been started. I 
understand that they need a place 
for class, but it is our room. 

It isn't their fault that they don't 
have their room, but the least they 
can do is clean up their messes. 

I like many of the new things here, 
but I don't think we should have left 
the old Riley without this one being 
finished first. BJ 

Thank vou. 

~ (n~ 

Kim Russell 

~ First Newspaper 

Dear Editor: 
The first newspaper from the new 

school was very good. 
I enjoyed the writing, but the 

articles were too extensive, (e.g.) 
Virginia Calvin ; Wendy's murders , 
and the top news stories. I agree with 
the subjects , but the public knew 
everything printed before the 
newspaper was released. 

Keep us informed on important 
events. Make the information "short 
and sweet." You have talented 
writers on your staff, but give us more 
information on school events. 

Again , keep up the good work, I 
enjoy reading your paper.* BJ 

Sincerely, 
?~ :'.Jo-G-cvt 

Phyllis Tobar 

*Editor's Note: We appreciate your com
pliment . Unfortunately a great amount 
of tragedies occurred during the mon ths 
of September and October. As Journal
ists it is our foremost responsiblity to 
cover these tragic events, fairly, honestly, 
and informatively. 
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Students speak out on: Sex 

Even 'safe sex' can be risky 
~ Yes, sex is all right if you 

use protection. It is not our 
business to tell someone if they 
should or shouldn't have sex. The 
only safe sex is abstinence. Use 
protection if you are going to have 
sex. 

W'lmtliM,!M 
News Editor 

. I can still remember man y people a lon g time ago 
tellm~ me that sex is sacred thing that should be 
experienced when you are older and married. 

People such as DARE officers, par ent s, and older role 
models told me this. 
. . _Many I?eople do not ha ve sex because they say 
1t 1s agamst their religion and is a sin . Oth er people do 
not have sex due to the risk of contractin g STD's and or 
becomin g pregnant. 

_Man~ actors and actresses do commercials stating 
the~r feelings on sex and how they think you should 
wait . Most recentl y, prof essio nal com edi an 

C 
Chris Rock was shown tryin g to tea.ch kids 
about sex in his mu sic video called 'No 
Sex in th e Champa g ne Room'. A 
pro gram in this very schoo l .-, 
called PSI (Po stp oning ,;;Fl(r;; 

0 
Sexual Involvement) talks ( ·';' 
to junior hi gh kids and 2. 
teac h es th em about th e ,. '.'lir,/A:V 

negat ives of havi ng sex befo re 
marr iage . 

Kids all over the wor ld are 
di srega rdin g these warnings of not havin g 
sex and many are becomin g pregnant , i n f e c t e d 
with AIDS, and STD's. These rep e rcussions 
are not affecting the minds of America 's youth. A 
couple of ~id s_in th_is school have become pregnant and 

ill give birth to a child soo n. 
o hav e sex because it pleases me and make s 

1 wanted and imp ortant ," said an anon ymous 

junior , "But I onl y practice safe sex, I always make 
sure that he wears a condom." 

When asked if gettin g pre gnant ever crossed her 
mind , she commented by say ing, "I always think about 
that and I don't think that subject will prevent me from 
doing it in the future. " 

There are man y ways to p ract ice safe sex. Use of 
con?oms, birth control, diaphra gms, and spo nges are 
ava1!able, but the only 100 perce nt way to be safe, is 
abstinence . 

"I practic e abstin ence because I think the risk of 
something bad happ enin g to me is too high," said 
senior Marcus King . 

Jud y Hum s, a counselor, commented by saying, "I 
would adv ocate waiting until marriage because a lot 
of kid s are doing it before they are ready. " 

"I wished I had practiced abstinence about six 
mo~ths ago when I had sex with my girlfriend because 
she 1s pregna nt and wants to have the baby. I feel that 
if she h a s 

the baby, it will ruin my life and prevent 
me from reachin g my goa ls in life," 

sai d an anonymous seco nd- yea r 
senior. 

"STD's are on the rise and 
kid s that aren't u si n g 

\ protection are pla y in g 
Russian Roulette w ith th eir 

life," said Hums. 
"I have been on the pill for abo ut 

four months and th ere ha ve been no 
. probl ems . I am going to continue this way 

until I wa nt to have a child and there is nothin g 
that can change my mind ," said an anonymous senior. 

"I ha ve never had sex, but I think that if I had 
the opportunity, and if the person was right ," sa id an 
anon ymou s junior . 

I am writin g this story not to try and tell you not to 
have sex, but !o tell yo u that if you are going to ha ve 
~ex t~at there 1s no excuse for not using p rotection. It 
1s gomg to cost you either 75 cent s now or thousan ds 
of dollars in the long run to raise a child . The choice 

is yours . • 
tter yet, don't do it at all 

~ No, sex is not proper 
until you're ready. Don't let 
anyone tell you when you are 
ready. Sex is a commitment 
that one has to live with for 
ever. 

• :ffUT!rik§rh+i':'Uf i 
Viewpoints Editor 

There's a girl. She's pregna nt. She's fifteen and she 
ha s no jo~, no mon ey, and hasn' t even been half-way 
through h1gh school. Her boyfrie nd flipp ed out and left. 
Her pa rents have kicked her out of the hou se, and she's 
living with her bes t friend. That is, until her best friend's 
mom find s out why she's been staying over so much. 

It's the same old thin g that we've all heard 
since the time we could ask 'Where do babies 
come from? ' But that' s not all sex is about. It's 
not about gettin g pregnant or gettin g AIDS. 

Wh at is it about? I rea lly d on ' t 
know . 

I always th ought that it was abo ut loving 
somebo dy so mu ch you could just burst , and 
express ing that love in a mor e meaningful 
way than just holdin g their han d or sayi ng 
'/ love you.' 

But it's not. 
I hear people every da y talking abo ut who 

they want to 'get with' this weeken d, or who 
they hook ed up with at a pa rty. They laugh 
and yell it out for every body to hear, and I 
don't und erstand why. We all joke abo ut it some times, 
but some peop le are actu ally more serio us than they 
appea r! 

And that's not to say I never talk abo ut sex. It's 
usually the top ic of conversa tion at most lun ch tables. 
But why do peop le have to be so spec ific? Do we really 
need to kno w exac tly who people are 'gett in ' some' from? 

I was always raised to believe that sex was somethin g 

betwee n two people an d that's how it should remain . 
I thou ght that it was an in st ituti on kind of like 
marria ge, but maybe I've led too sheltered of a life . 

But on the other side of thin gs, sex isn' t just abou t 
all the risks. It's suppo sed to be meanin gfu l, an d it is 
to some people. Contrary to a lot of adult beliefs, whe n 
peop le respons ibly plan sex, they do think abo ut 
pr eg nancy and STD 's. That's w h at thin gs lik e 
cond oms and diaphragms are for. 

And just because somebody says you're not ready , 
doesn ' t mean they're right. Sex is an internal decision , 
and ~a ybe all tho se girlie magaz ines people read have 
a point. Only you know what's right in your life and 
for you. 

~ut d?n't give it up just to hold onto a failing 
relat10nsh1p, or because some guy/ girl says you can 
handl e it and they 'll be there to help you . Because , 
tru st me, they won ' t. I've seen and hea rd enough to 

know. 
There is probabl y not a 

pain stro nger th an giv ing 
your virginit y to someo ne, 
and then watc hin g th em 
wa lk away from you . You 
think you' ll be to ge ther 
foreve r, and if by accid ent 
so me thing d oes h appen , 
they' ll be there to wa lk you 
through it every step of the 
way . Think again . 

Sex is a bond , and it' s a 
bond that ca n neve r be 
broken. You can never get 
your virginit y back ; you can 
neve r get rid of AIDS. You 'll 

have to look at someb ody in the hall every da y all 
over somebody else and know they' ll always have that 
piece of you . 

Op en your eyes and realize th at the person who 
says they love yo u now may love somebod y else 
tomorrow . Because tomorrow wilJ be too late to take 
it back. 

• 

WHAT You 

Think 
ABOUT 

SEX 
Mary Dang 
Senior 

"No, I don't believe you 
should wait to have sex 
until you are married. 
It is no big deal, it's 
your decision so you 
face the consequences. n 

Grant Jones 
Junior 

'Whatever. People will 
do what they want to do 
anyway. Despite what 
they have been told. 
Teenagers tend to 
ignore advice from 
adults. 

Heather Overmyer 

Freshman 

"Yes, I believe that you 
should wait until a~er 
marriage to have sex. 
Abstinence is the only 
true type of safe sex. n 
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DEDICATION/ 
Senior, 

Philip 
Robles, 

along with 
ten other 

seniors 
got cut 

from the 
line-up 

after 
practicing 

all 
summer 
with the 

team. 
Head 

coach, 
Tom 

DeBaets, 
made his 
decision 
in order 

to prepare 
his team 

for future 
success. 
His goal 

is to 
improve 

the image 
of Riley 

basketball 
within 

the 
community. 

f iiM&WGM,h 
Senior Staff Reporter 

Athletes ge t cut in sport s all the tim e. It is 
what head basketball coach Tom DeBae ts says is the 
hardest thin g to do as a coach. Cutti ng play ers is 
something that has to be done. In high -school, college, 
and professiona l spo rts there are cuts . 

Players are cut for many reaso ns. Maybe they 
don ' t reac h the athletic capa bility expec ted. Maybe 
they mess up the team' s chemistry by not contri buting 
in the right way. Players are also cut to rebuild a 
pro gram. 

That' s what has happened to senior 
basketball playe rs at Riley. Fifteen senior s tri ed out 
for the tea m thi s seaso n and on ly four remain after 
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cut s. A few of the seniors ne ver pla yed organiz ed 
basketball before and their chances of makin g the 
tea m were slim. 

Amo ngs t the se nio rs who we re cut were 
Courtn ey Dixon, a starter from the season before; Phil 
Rob les, a transfer from the season befor e who star ted 
in the sectiona l; and Mike Ma ys, David Oberlin , and 
Ernes to Star ling, who each held a pla ce on the va rsity 
roster the seaso n befo re. Point guard Kai McCain, 
wh o mis sed las t year du e to perso nal reaso ns, was 
cut. Brian Cherr y, ano ther baske tball p layer in the 
Riley pro gram for three years, was also cut. 

"I couldn't believe it. I saw that my career 
was over the day of cut s . I sacr ificed my who le 
summ er to play ball this year and all that effort was 
don e for nothing ," sa id a depressed Starling. 

Coach DeBaets ha s strugg led wi th cutti ng 
these play ers as wel l. 

"I fee l bad , but I need to build a pro gram. 
Tha t can't happen w ith a large amount of senior s on 
the tea m," sa id DeBaet s. "The senior s knew lon g ago 
that we wo uld keep four, ma ybe five. The y wer e 
aware of their chances. " 

Start ing center, senior Ron Dokes, agrees. 
"The play ers knew that coach was go ing to 

keep only a limit ed amo unt of seniors ," said Dokes. 
DeBaets ' deci sion to cut the senio rs has had 

him slee pless at nigh t. 
"There are nights where I can' t sleep . Kids 

in my program become fami ly, but now they can' t 
parti cipate. Cutt ing playe rs is hard ," said DeBaets. 

Man y of the seniors who were cu t sacrificed 
a lot ove r the summer to prepare for the basketb all 
seaso n. Players like Sta rlin g and Ch erry gave up 
family vacations to stay home and hoop . Oberlin gave 
up summer schoo l and rode the Trrmspo bu s to ope n 
gy m. Cherry and Robles gave up the opportunity to 
pla y a fall va rsity sport to pla y basketball. Che rr y 
gave up soccer and Roble s gave up cross cou ntr y. 

"I gave up cross countr y to concentrate on 
bask etball. I migh t ha ve been a gre at runn e r," sa id 
Robles. 

"Players giving thin gs up like other spo rts 
and summ er school for bask etball is a sign o f them 
not having prioriti es st raight. We had other playe rs 
wh o parti cipated in ot her sports and attend ed 
summ er schoo l," commented DeBaets. 

Senior s tartin g po wer forw ard John Fissett e 
and Dokes feel sor ry for their former teammate s, but 
und erstand what DeBae ts is try ing to do . 

"I feel bad for my friend s who didn ' t make 
the team . I will miss them after ba llin g wi th them for 
thr ee yea rs. I also und erstand what DeBae ts is trying 
to do. He is building for the futur e. It is hi s show. 
The Tom DeBaets sho w!" exclaim ed Fisse tte. 

"Some pla yers were cut whom l thou ght 

SEE CUTS PAGE THREE 

Basketball strategy: same offense, more breaks 
htMJWOM,f · • 

Senior Staff Reporter 
-- IW'"t;ame offense, but with 

a I runnin g wi ll be played 
Rile)I s year. The boy ballers led 
by I b ack court duo Mart ell 
Taylo a nd Regg ie Swa nso n, 
jun , lead the attack . What do es 
it mea n to run mor e? 

"On o ffense we want to 
have good ba ll move ment, we 
wa nt to run mor e, for an easy 
bas ket, then be patient if it is not 
there, and do a lot of shoo tin g," 
explain ed hea d coac h Tom 
DeBaets . 

This year the tea m has an 
inside prese nce that ope ns thin gs 
up for th e pe rim e te r pl aye rs. 
Lead ing the inside attack is senior 
Ron Dokes. Dokes led the team las t 
seaso n in sco rin g (11 .9 ppg) , 
reboundin g (6.5 rp g), and block ed 
shots (53). The 6'8" center is the 
bigges t at his position in the a rea. 
Do kes is comm ite d to pl ay 
bask etball at Ball State University. 
Ball State is a division one pro gram. 

Al so down low is thr ee 
yea r varsity start er, senior, John 
Fisette. A burl y 6'5" forward ha s 
an adva ntage on the block w ith hi s 
strength. Fissete was a top scorer 
from th e season befo re and 
rebound er. 

"John put in a good 
summ er on the we ight s, and with 
hi s shoo tin g. He is on e of our 
big ges t asse ts for the up co min g 
seaso n," says DeBae ts. 

The s ma ll forward is 
go ing to be se nior Darre l Foster. 
Foster has also see n varsity action 
as a sop homore and pl ayed a lot 
last yea r. Foster wi ll bang with 
other play ers, rebound, and p lay 
defense. 

"Darre l ha s a go od 
und ers tand ing of what his role is. 
He do esn' t care abo ut scor ing. He 
is the guy that wi ll rebound , play 
defe nse, se t sc ree ns, and do the 
little thin gs needed to win . He is 
an integ ral part to our tea m," sa id 
DeBaets. 

An un prove n back cou rt 
will make or break the seaso n. Last 

year poor guard p lay led to a poor 
reco rd. Inconsistent shoo ting and 
bad decisions pla gued the Cats all 
yea r. This seaso n , Deb ae ts is 
showca sing a new backcourt. 

Taylor pla ye d a littl e 
varsity ball his freshman yea r. Due 
to a I terca tions off th e co urt , he 
missed hi s whole soph omor e year. 
Well, he's back. In his arsena l is a 
consis tent long range bomb , the 
ability to break down a def end er 
off the dribbl e, and a smart floor 
game. 

"Mart ell is a very smart 
pla yer. He kno ws how to pa ss. He 
can score and shoot the three . After 
last yea r, we, the coachin g sta ff are 
trying to ga in tru st in him aga in. 
He is a talented basketba ll player , 
and he will help our team a lot. "He 
mu st work on his defe nse," sa id 
DeBaets. 

Tay lor's b ac k co urt 
coun te rpa rt Swa nso n pla ye d on 

SEE PLAYERS ON PAGE 
THREE 

TAKING IT 

STRONG/ 
Junior 
Martell 
Taylor, takes 
the ball 
strong to the 
basket 
during 
practice. 
The wildcats 
are getting 
geared up 
for the 
upcoming 
season and 
the first 
home game, 
at the new 
Riley, 
against 
Laporte 
slicers. 

' 
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'Blood, sweat, ice, and beauty' 

Riley hockey prepares to take ice, state title 

Jie as tes t of all tea m spo rts, hockey h as been 
d e · ed as a combin ation o f, "blood, swea t, and 
beauty." . 

"Hock ey is a gam e of motion that eve n wh en 
thea f tion is whistled to a stop , the mom entum keeps 
flow 'ng," sa id senio1~ Eric Speth, an intermural team 
p aye r. 

Hockey has been pla yed for long er than any 
of us hav e been aliv e. Once a relati vely obscure rec
reation for peo ple, w ho lived in northern countri es, 
hockey is now playe d all over the world and has be
come one of th e mos t popul a r wint e r sports, acco rd
ing to NHL: Totnl Hockey. 

A disappointin g season in 1998 left our 
hockey tea m dead las t in standin gs . Thin gs go t bet
ter durin g las t seaso n, wh e n th e tea m came bac k 
strong to finish fou rth in the city and fourth in the 
stat e . This seaso n our hockey team loo ks to be city 
and state champions. They are alre ady off to a stron g 
start w ith a 3-0-1 reco rd. 

"To acco mpli sh thi s goa l we need to pl ay 

'' '7his year's hockey team 
team has big plans and high 
goals. What keeps them 
motivated is their goal to 90 
to the state championship. 
If they continue to play as 
a team and stay focused., 
they can accomplish any
thing." 

- Kent Ullery 
Heall Conch 

H 

three strong pe
ri o d s, co me 
read y to pl ay 
eve ry ga m e, 
kee p our te m
p e rs, a nd n o t 
ge t bi g 
he ad ed ," sa id 
juni or, Brandon 
Rigby. 

I n 
p rac ti ce th ey 
wor k o n s ti ck 
h a ndin g, b a l
a n ce, and 
s h oo tin g. 
Th ese are th e 
m a in skill s 

need ed to be efficient in the game of hockey. 
Since hockey is a club sport they do not ge t 

fundin g from the South Bend Community School Cor 
poration, as d o sports such as ba sketba ll and football. 
Hockey is a very expensive sport to pl ay with equip
ment cos tin g well ove r 1000 d olla rs. This yea r the 
cos t is $1750 pe r pla ye r, not to menti on the cost of 
trave ling, and pay ing for the tim e at the Ice Box. 

So how do they come up w ith the fundin g 
necessa ry? Simpl e, says Rigby, "We go out and sell 
ads which a re placed in our prog rams. The res t of 
the mon ey we have to put up our selves ." 

There is one ad vantage to hockey being a club 
sport. Schoo ls that ha ve a hockey team can d ra ft pl ay
ers fro m different schoo ls. Coac hes go out and recruit 
playe rs for their school' s team, sendin g letters or 
go ing to ta lk to their futur e pro spects. "It' s very s imi
lar to the NBA o r NFL d ra ft," sa id Rigby. 

· ··. . Unlik e mo st tea m spor ts there are no confer
ences for hockey. There are, ho weve r, six city team s: 
Riley, Penn , St. Joe, Marian, Clay, and Adams. 

So how are ga mes set up to be playe d then? "Well, 

the city gam es are se t up by a leag ue official, whil e 
the state tourn ament and away ga mes are set up by a 
des ignated officia l," said head coach Kent Ullery. 

The transp ortati on to and from games is not 
a p roblem . Acco rdin g to Rigby, "Th e pare nts are re
ally d epend able . If yo u can' t ge t a ride from your 
pare nt s, th e re is a lw ays so meo ne' s pa rent s who 
wo uld be glad to tak e yo u." 

The coaches have p lay ing exper ience. Hea d 
coach Ullery playe d for LaSalle w hen he went to high 
school and his so n Bobby Ullery plays for the Riley's 
tea m. Ass istant coac h Tim Jahnt z pl aye d in hig h 
scho ol and is friend s with seve ral p laye rs in the NHL. 
Wh ile as sistant coac h Nik Prik osov ich pl aye d for 
Riley and hold s the all-time goals sco red reco rd for 
the schoo l. 

Even with such high goa ls for the seaso n the 
tea m still faces two ve ry tough teams; Penn and St. 
Joe, both s ta te qu alifiers. " I feel that we have the 

ryan rave n 

GOAL 

GETTER: 

Soph
omore, 
Bobby 
Ullery, in 
practice, 
at the Ice 
Box, on 
a break 
away in 
the 
neutral 
zone 
works on 
his stick 
and 
puck. 
This 
year's 
team is 
out to a 
3-0-1 
start, 
which is 
drastic 
improve
ment 
from last 
year's 
team. 
They face 
two 
tough 
teams in 
Penn and 
St. Joe. 

talent and team chemistry to overcom e both teams," 
said Kent Ullery. 

The team lost their two lead ing score rs, Steve 
Brow n a nd Mik e G ree n wa ld , bo th goa lies, a nd 
defe nisiveman Matt Parker. 

" Our key pl aye rs are, we ll, everyo ne on the 
tea m, beca use we play as a tea m, and that is why we 
have success ," sa id so ph omore Trav is Bird. 

So esse nti a lly, they form like Vultron, w ith 
each pl aye r represe nt ing a di fferent part. The goalie 
an arm , the defense a leg, and the offensive the head. 
With ou t one another the tea m won' t fun ction. 

"This yea r 's hockey tea m has big p lans and 
high goa ls. Wha t keeps them mot ivated is their goa l 
to go to state champ ionship. If they continu e to p lay 
as a team and stay focused , they can acco mpl ish any-
thin g they set their m ind s to," sa id Ullery. + 

A,Nard proposed to commemorate Hollister's legacy 
WILTFONG'S 

Words 
By 

• 
No one wi ll ever wea r the numb er ten on the 

so ftball di amond as a me mber of the Wild cat' s team , 
not as long as Mik e Megeyse is the coac h. Megeyse's 
ques t to ge t Emily Ho llister's jersey retired was end ed 
by the athlet ic depa rtm ent and at hletic d irector John 
Berta refused to reti re the numb er. This setback h as 
not stoppe d him from d isco ntinuin g the numb er 
while he is the hea d coach . 

"Num ber ten will never be used aga in as long 
as I am coac h," stated Mege yse at Hollister's fun eral 

October 15. 
Some of the playe rs on the girls' so ftball team 

are making a comm otion abo ut how they feel on re
tirin g Hollister 's num ber. A pe tition has bee n go ing 
around schoo l w ith the purp ose of makin g the ath 
letic dep artment reve rse its decision on ret iring the 
num ber . 

Is the a thletic depar tm ent wro ng for not re
tiring the jersey? Is Megeyse wro ng for outl awing 
the use of numb er ten the res t of his coac hing tenur e? 
Neither are wro ng. 

Berta feels that re tiring the jersey wo uld not 
do Emil y any justice. 

"I think that if we retir e the jersey, it's like 
the numb er w ill be forgo tten. No one w ill ever seen 
numb er ten aga in. I think that is the oppos ite of what 
we wa nt to happe n," exp la ined Berta. 

The athl etic depa rt me nt has made a move 
me nt to rememb er Ho lli ster. The sp orts man ship 
award that Emily rece ived her senio r yea r will now 
be called the Emily Hollister spo rtsmanship awa rd . 
Any p laye r achieving this honor will see Emily's name 
on the plaq ue for e tern ity. 

"We dec ided to rename the awa rd to the Emily 
Hollister sportsmanship awa rd beca use she was the 
ep itome of spo rtsmanship," sa id Berta. 

" "We decided to rename the award to the 
Emily Hollister sportsmanship award be
cause she was the epitome of sportsman
ship." 

--John Berta 
Athletic Director ,,-

Anothe r trage d y hit Ril ey a th let ics seve n 
years ago when former foo tball p layer Kyle Ca rson 
di ed in an aut omobile accident. The issue of retir ing 
hi s numb er never came up. 

Berta and the at hlet ic depar tm ent are do ing 
wha t they thin k is right. They rena med the sports 
manship award after Holl ister and what more can they 
do? 

Megeyse is do ing a goo d thin g by not allow
ing anyo ne to eve r run onto the fie ld to sta rt a game 
wear ing num ber ten . We live in a wo rld wher e ev
eryo ne has an opini on. Some are right and some are 
w rong. In this case, I bel ieve both sides are mak ing 
an effor t to do what is righ t. 

You can' t be wro ng in that. • 
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captains' leadership key to successful season 
ltffMHl!Mi 
Staff Writer 

leadership on the field . Thi s is a pr e tty common rul e 
that mos t p rofess ional tea ms follow. 

The vo lley ball tea m, led by se nio r capt ains 
Adri a Phillip s and Lisa Sienick i, have compl e ted 
what prov ed to be an exc itin g seaso n . Th e tea m 
finished with a 28-7 record. They end ed the seaso n 
w ith a loss to Mi sha wak a. Yo u co uld see th e 
fru stra ted faces of a ll th e pla ye rs and the coac h, who 
is lea vin g afte r thi s yea r. 

That is w hy a coa ch g ives the responsibility 
of capt ain to its bes t pl aye rs . Capt ains are supp ose d to 
se t a goo d exa mpl e on and off th e field . 

"We se t the tone of the ga me, g ive ad vice, pick 
playe rs up when they are dow n, and make sure they 
are ready for ac tion," sa id Sienicki. 

Tea mm a tes ca n go to th ese ca pt a in s fo r 
supp ort w hen they stru gg le or they need advice. Carly 
Walas inski, tea mm ate, enjoye d pl ay ing with Sieni cki 
and Phillip s and sa id they set a good exa mpl e. Sin ce 
Sienicki and Phillip s are captains , they needed to p rove 
th emse lves eve ry ga me and pra ctice. 

"The seas on was con s idered a success, ye t 
the endin g wa s a di sappointm ent," said Phillip s . 

They helped each o ther by pla ying as a team 
and ge ttin g a long . Th ey a lso und ers too d each o ther 
and the ir ga mes, so wh en so mebody needs to step 
up the pl ay, they are able to d o it. 

"We liked eac h oth er on and off the field, 
showe d goo d sportsman ship , and we are able to ge l 
on the court ," sa id Phillip s. 

"They are ver y goo d tea mm ates and they pu sh 
us to the extreme," sa id Walas inski about Sienicki and 
Phillip s. 

The di sa pp ointm ent s thi s seaso n we re the 
ga mes th ey los t w hen they did not pl ay to th eir 
potenti a l. Aga inst rival Mishawaka , they los t the 
ga me 18-16, which prov ed they could have wo n. 
Phillip s sa id she would trade in he r MVP for another 
shot a t Mishawaka . 

"They we re both very encoura ging and always 
had so methin g ni ce to say. Du ring team pep talks, 
wh en so mebody misses th e ball, they tell that pe rso n 
to shake it o ff and kee p try ing. Th ey' re both rea lly 
coo l," sa id Stokes. 

What happ ened when the team nee ded a pick 
up? What dro ve the captain s to pla y th eir bes t? 

"To pla y yo ur bes t, they nee ded somethin g to 
shoo t for. Being motiva ted to w in and ge t better eve ry 
d ay are goo d thin gs to go afte r," sa id Sienicki. Phillip s 
usu a lly led her team in kills and once go t an ace on a 
jump se rve. 

"The MVP was an honor, but I w orked for 
tea m su ccess . I gave my all , a ll th e tim e," sa id 
Phillip s . 

"We could have wo n all of the ga mes th at 
we los t but we did not play to our potenti a l," sa id 
Sienicki . 

Wh ere d oes she ge t her des ire to pl ay her best 
every d ay? "I wa nt to win so bad I can tas te it. I hate 

To be suc cess ful , t ea m s nee d goo d los ing," sa id Philli ps + 

Cuts 
continued from page one 

wo uld have made it. I feel bad for 
m y fri e nd s," sa id Do kes. 
"Howeve r coac h is try ing to buil d 
a w innin g pro g ram for ye ar s to 
co1ne." 

"P laye rs th a t made th e tea m 
sacr ificed thin gs as we ll. Th ey 
might have even wo rk ed hard er 
then the guys who we re cut and 
g av e u p m o re, " DeBae ts 
comm ented . 

The cut p layers th ought they 
did eve rythin g they nee ded to do 
to make the team . Coac h DeBae ts 
gave th e pl ay e rs a n age nd a to 
make the tea m, and as far as they 
thought, they acco m plished w hat 
needed to ge t done. Each person 
wa s g iven so methin g abo ut the ir 
ga me to focus on and th at's what 
eac h one d id . 

" A t the e nd of las t yea r, 
De Bae ts to ld m e to foc u s o n 
reboun d.(ng. Eve ry tim e I p layed 
a pick up.ga me I concent ra ted on 
m y rebo und in g," ex pl a in e d 
Sta rlin g . 

"A di ffe rent year might hav e 
m ea nt d iffe re nt thin gs fo r th e 
playe rs. If so me of the these guys 
we re yo un ge r or o lde r they wo uld 
still be in the prog ram . If so me of 
the p layers were sop homores they 
wo uld be the ones see ing vars ity 
ex pe rie nce . A nd if th ey w e re 
senior s las t year I wo uld have kept 
th e m o n th e tea m ," exp la in ed 
DeBaets. 

The po int of cont enti on with 
the p laye rs is that they d id w hat 
they were suppo sed to do to mak e 
th e tea m, and it wa sn' t enoug h . 
Playe rs try ing out for the tea m had 
to a tt end ope n gy m s and wr ite 
book repo rts. They weren' t reg ular 
book re po rt s, b ut boo ks abo ut 
oth er ba ske tba II p layers. 

"There were a few slackers that 
mad e th e tea m that cu t the run s 
and d id n' t do the book repo rt s. 
Peop le d idn' t show up to op en 
gyms either. Coac h desc ribes those 
gu ys as peop le that ch ea t th e team, 
ye t they have a roster spot and I 
don' t," la mented Oberlin . 

" It can' t be prov en tha t p laye rs 

chea ted on tim e run s . For eve ry 
person th at says so meo ne didn ' t 
d o so methin g, another w ill say the 
o pp os ite . If I wo uld hav e see n 
th os e thin gs (cuttin g th e run s) 
those pl aye rs wo uld not be on my 
tea m. I d on' t be lieve any senio r 
w h o m ad e th e tea m cut th e 
ru n,"sa id DeBaets. 

Ma ny o f th ese se ni ors h ad 
hopes and dr ea ms for thi s comin g 
seaso n. 

" 1 re me mb e r wa tchin g Clay 
w in the state champi onship when 
I was yo un ge r, 1 rememb er say ing 
tha t will be 'me' some day. It is 
every kid s' dr ea m to pl ay hi gh 
sch oo l b as ke tb a ll a nd b e in a 
w innin g pro g ram . I thought th at 
w o uld h app en thi s yea r," sa id 
Rob les. 

"We thought we wo uld have 
a good tea m thi s ye ar w ith all us 
se ni ors, but obv io u s ly coac h 
thought d ifferentl y," sa id Star ling . 

Rob les p laye d va rs it y 
ba sketba ll for th ree seaso ns. He 
sta rted as a freshm an a t St Joe and 
playe d there as we ll his sophomore 
year. He came to Riley his juni or 

yea r to play for DeBaets. 
"I th ought with DeBaets, he 

could make me a be tter ba ll playe r. 
App arentl y thin gs just didn 't wo rk 
out. I was wro ng about every thing. 
I could' ve we nt to any high-sch ool 
in the city and I chose Riley. Now 
l' m not pl ayi ng ba ll anym or e. 
Sometim es I just sit at home and 
look at the clock and think , I could 
be a t bas ketball now," exp lained 
Robles . 

Sta rling desc ribed being cut as 
DeBaets tak ing out th e link s. 

"We arr ive d at Riley freshm an 
year as yo un g ba llp laye rs . We 
p laye d toge th er for wh at wo uld 
have bee n a sixth seaso n thi s yea r. 
We were all link ed toge th er. This 
yea r DeBaets has pull ed out so me 
of the links leav ing the res t to stand 
on the ir ow n, incom plete." 

These p laye rs still wish their 
form er tea mm ates goo d lu ck for 
the up comin g seaso n. 

"I hope the tea m excels a nd 
acco mpli shes eve rythin g it wa nts 
to . I am still pull ing for my friend s 
and the o ther link s on the team," 
sa id Starl ing. 

B o t h 
pa rti es are 
h a v in g 
di fficu lties wi th 
th e se n io rs 
bein g cu t. The 
ba llp laye rs are 
ups et over the ir 
careers be in g 
over a n d 
D e Bae ts is 
di sa p p o int e d 
th at he h a d to 
do it. + 

BASKETBALL GENIUS/ Riley boys' basketball head 
coach, Tom DeBaets, prepares his team for 
their upcoming opener against LaPorte. 

Players 

WINNING 
SEASON/ Two 
year 
varsity 
volleyball 
player, 
sophomore, 
Cassandra 
Koldyke, 
reaches to 
tip the ball 
over the net 
during 
practice. As 
outside 
hitter, 
Koldyke 
was respon
sible for 
scoring by 
getting the 
ball past her 
opponent. 

continued from pa ge one 

varsit y last year. Swanson also is a consistent 
shoot er. Taylor and Swanson w ill sh are the poi n t 
guard duti es whil e the oth er pl ays th e off guard. 

"Reggie is an impro ved pa sse r. In a summ er 
bask etball leagu e he wa s paired up with Dokes 
and did an exceptional job of getting the ball to 
him on the block. With "llo-one being able to 
m a tch u p wi th Dokes this year th at w ill be 
som ethin g that needs to be done consistentl y for 
us to w in," explained DeBae ts. 

Dok es put in a s tron g summ e r on the 
w eights . H e is mu ch stronger then he was the 
season before. 

"Exp ect to see a lot mor e post up dunks from 
Ron," stated an enthu sias tic DeBaets . 

To su ccee d a go od b en ch is n ee d e d. 
Contributers from the bench look to be senior 
Mik e Washin gton and juni ors Mi ke Przyg od a, 
Mark Woodmor e, and Mark Wilson. All four 
pl aye d vars ity the year before . 

The Wildcat s op en up the season with a road 
ga me at LaPorte . Lap ort e ruined Riley's hom e 
op ener th e seas on before with an 90-62 victor y. 
After th at Riley will pl ay th ere first ga me in th e 
new Riley gy m w he n th ey ho st Go sh e n on 
Saturd ay, No ve mb er 27th. 

" It is goin g to be tough to go to LaPort e and 
w in . They h ave talent ed pla yer s and a re always 
read y to pl ay. Winnin g is no t out of th e questio n 
thou gh," sa id DeBae ts. + 

1999-ZOOO 
Boys Varisity 

Basketball Roster 0 

Reggie Swanson (11) G 
Brian Foster (10) G 
Mike Pryzgoda ( 11 ) G 
Martell Taylor (11) G 
Carvell Wigfall (9) G 
Mike Green (10) G/F 
Mike Washington (12) G/F 
Philip Cusic (10) F 
Mark Wilson (11) F 
Mark Woodmore (11) F 
John Fisette (12) F 
Darrell Foster (12) F 
Ronald Dokes (12) C 

* Editor s Note : Where We Stand is on vacation. It will return next issue, after the winter sports season begins. 
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Cross country phenom goes to state 
f itMJWGM,i·• 

Senior Staff Reporter 

The boys' cross countr y team advanc ed to one of 
the four semi-states . The '99 season ha s been the most 
succes s ful of th e d ecad e as far as record (11-4), 
confer ence record (6-2), and a semi-state berth. 

Much o f the tea m's acco mpli shm ent s ca n be 

'' 

impressiv e eig hth pl ace, and wa s th e fas tes t 
sophomore in the field. 

"My strategy for New Prairie was to just stay wi th 
the front runn ers for as long as I could ," sa id Allen. 

Ben ave nged th e ear lier seaso n defea t to two 
Penn individual s that beat him in the dual meet . 

At the Manchester Invitational, another big meet, 
Allen led for the first mile. With yet again the state's 

t O p 
compe titi o n , 

credited to sophomore Ben Allen. 
Allen ha s been a solid front runner . 
H e took fir s t plac e in e very 
co nfe rence mee t but one (Penn) 
and took first in the city mee t. 

Allen' s seaso n start ed off with 
a first pla ce finish in the Stampede a 
So uth Bend cross country 
invit a tional. He was follow ed by 
tea mm ate so phom ore, Chris 
Delgado who took seco nd. 

"I knew that all the top runners in 
the conference were going to be running 
in the Penn, Mishawaka, Riley meet. I was 
worriea about having a baa race ana ru
ining my first team all conference 
chances." 

All en fe ll to 
sixth pl ace. 

For the city 
meet Ben wa s 
the favorit e and 
ran w ith no 
competition. 

"Winnin g at the Stampede this 
year was one of my goa ls for the 
seaso n. I wa nted to do bette r then 
my third place finish the season 
before," sa id Allen. 

The du al meet seaso n star ted after the Stampede 
wh ere Allen wo n the tea m' s first two race s, and the 
team started 5-0. Going into the Penn and Mishawaka 
dual meet , Allen was a little ner vous. 

"I knew that all the top runner s in the confere nce 
were go ing to be runnin g in the Penn , Mish aw aka , 
Riley meet," explain ed Allen. "I was worri ed about 
hav ing a bad rac e and ruinin g my fir st tea m all 
conference chances." 

For the first mile and a half of the race Allen and 
Delgado held the top two places. Fatigu e and the pack 
of five Penn runn ers managed to brea k up Allen and 
Delgado 's groov e and knock Allen down to a fourth 
plac e finish an d Delgado to sevent h . Both held off 
Mishawa ka's top runn er w ho was first tea m the 
seaso n befor e. 

-Ben Allen 
sophomore 

H 

He coasted to a 
first place finish 
tr yi ng to 
conserve 
ener gy for the 
sectional. 

"I didn ' t wa nt to tire myself out at the city meet 
when the biggest race of the seaso n was the next 
week," exp lained Allen. 

Ad vancing to the region al was somethin g Riley 
ha s been un able to do the las t seve n year s. Allen 
prov ed that bea tin g tho se two Penn guys was no 
fluke by bla zing them agai n. He finished seco nd , 
which was instrum ental to the adva ncement of the 
tea m. Riley finished 3rd out of 11. 

In the pre seaso n the team set the bigges t goal to 
qualify for semistate. ln doing just that, Allen finished 
fourth right on the heels of the Pen n top runn er who 
finished two second s ahead of him . 

"I was right on him . I hope to beat him in the 
semi-state," stat ed Allen. 

At the sem i-state October 30 Riley finjshed 17th 
ending the team seaso n . Ben qualifi ed for state wi th 
a fifth place finish in the semj-state. After that, Allen went the res t of the dual meet 

seas on und efeated. The New Prairie Invitational is state 
meet type atmosphere. With many of the top tea ms 
participatin g the comp etition leve l wa s going to be 
high . Afte r a ver y fast race, Allen finished in an 

At the sta te meet Allen repre sented Riley we ll 
with a 38 th pl ace finish . Not one of hi s be s t 
perform ances, but by compe ting in the state meet he 
put Riley cross countr y on the map . + 

Bryan Proven 

PHENOM/ Ben Allen, sophomore , runs at 
Erskine Golf Course. 

Looking forward 

Boys' svvimmers strive tovvards conference title 

'' "We aim to 
win the NIC 
shootout 
with Penn. 
Bremen,ana 
Munster 
will give us a 
run for our 
money, but 
we are 
working to 
be victori-

ous." 

-Shane Johnson 
Junior 

H 

G·leet4MeiiM't·tD 
Viewpoints Editor 

is hoping to 
n top of th e 

r thi s year after 
rs of sittin g on the second 

At the same tim e they are 
to rebuild after all their stat e 
m a ke rs from las t year 
ated. 
ur team goa l is to get top 15 

a te. It is a bo ld goa l, but 
nabl e with a team determin ed 
chi eve th e goa l," sa id sw im 

ch Steve Smith. 
"The team is youn g, but I 
· nk we can reach our goa ls 
eve ry one works h a rd ," 
id se nior capt ain Jimm y 
cKee. 

"We are startin g to come 
toge ther as a team. We are 
push in g ea ch ot h e r and 
workin g hard , and unitin g 
as one force," sa id juni or 
captain Shane Johh son. 

"I h ave see n a lot of 
lea d ership qu a liti es from 
many on the team . We have 
thr ee goo d captains who are 
liv ing up to the challenge," 
sa id Smith. 

comp etitive. We aim to win the NIC 
shoo tout with Penn . Bremen, and 
Mun ster wi ll give us a run for our 
mon ey, but we are workin g to be 
victorious ," said John son . 

"We will still put on our suit s, 
like we do every meet, and sw im 
to th e bes t o f our ab ilit y," sa id 
Smith. 

"Penn and Bremen are two real 
goo d teams, th ey w ill b e th e 
hardest team s to bea t. But Concord 
has seve ral goo d sw imm ers and 
Kokomo is always tou gh," sa id 
McKee . 

To win the conference the team 
will hav e to beat Penn, a tea m that 

has had the team's numb er the 
past two years. 

"Penn has had their way wit h 
us the pa st tw o years, howe ver I 
think that we can give them a run 
for their mon ey thi s year," said 
McKee. 

The team also has a br and new 
pool that is th e bes t in th e 
no rthern part of the state. While 
the new pool will hel p the team 
look nice, it doesn' t mean instant 
success . 

The school will hos t the city 
champion ship and the sect ion al 
meet. Thi s had previous ly been 
h e ld a t Clay and Mi sh awa ka 

respec tively. 
"The poo l will help but it still is 

up to each sw imm er to sw im fast," 
said Smith. 

"The poo l is nice however it is 
the same size as the pool we had 
at the old school. It is still 25 ya rds 
long the sa me as any other poo l," 
sa id McKee. 

Penn , how ever, is not the only 
team that wi ll challenge the team 
for the confere nce tit le. Elkhart 
Centr al and Clay w ill prov id e a 
challenge for the team. 

"Elkhart Cen tra l and Clay are 
always tough, said McKee 

"To win conference we still have 
to beat Penn , Ce ntr a l, 
Memor ial, Clay, LaSalle, 
Wash in g ton , a nd 
Adams," sa id Smith . 

Desp ite th e yo un g 
team , seve ra l of the 
und e rcla ss me n are 
experie nced swimm ers . 
Loui s Cava dini , Kev in 
Blue, and Brian John son 
all have been sw immin g 
for severa l yea rs. 

"Most of our freshm an 
are not rookies , they have 
m ore s wimm in g 
expe rience than so me of 
our uppe rclassmen," sa id 
McKee. 

"Cavadini wi ll play 
an impor tant role on this 
year 's tea m. John son and 
Blue could also step up 
and make some waves ," 
sa id John son . + 

The team also has to face 
a difficu lt schedul e . Th ey 
have mee ts aga in st Pen n, 
Mun ster, and Bremen, and 
three top 15 teams from las t 
yea r 's state meet. They also 
have Concord and Koko mo, 
two tea m s th at h ave had 
so lid team s in the past. 

" These tea ms are always 
BoRN FREE/ Shane Johnson, junior practices free style to win back the 
NIC, Northern Indiana Conference, crown. 


