
Briets 
C ATTENDANCE 

A new atten­
dance policy was in­
stated on January 24. 
This policy allows three 
absences per semester 
regardless of reason. 

If a student 
misses more than the 
three allowed days, he 
or she must make them 
up after school or have 
them excused by the 
waiver committee. 

C HOMECOMING 
The following 

boys made the home­
coming court; Brian 
Cherry , Daryl Smith, 
Steve Wiltfong, Leonard 
Swedarsky, Dwight 
Fulce, Marcus King , 
Justin Elmerick, and 
Bobby Waite. 

The winner was 
announced during the 
half time of the Elkhart 
central game, held ·on 
February 4. 

a Music 
Riley band and 

orchestra members par­
ticipated in the annual 
ISSMA Solo and En­
semble competition at 
Penn High School on 
January 29. 

The following 
students qualified for 
state competi .tion ; 
LaMont Barlow, Jeremy 
Sexton, Erin Seutter, 
Miranda Porte, and 
Melody Lao. 

The Riley Flute 
Choir, along with vari ­
ous other emsembles , 
also qualified for the 
state competition in In­
dianapolis on Saturday 
February 26. 

Are police 
ready for local 

shootings? 
See News three . 
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Still The Same 

Teachers say yes to block 4 

Grant Jones 

DEc1s10Ns/ Judy Hums, counselor, deposits her ballet at the meeting on 
January 27, in which teachers voted to continue block four. 

Block four s tays ! That is 
what an overwhelm ing majority of 
the teachers decided. 

Teachers voted to keep 
block four by a 78 to 12 percent 
vote. 

"I am very happy to sec 
the result of the vote, I love block 
four and wo uld not wan t to go 
back," said Lauren Wiand, English 
teacher. 

Even though most teach­
ers approve of the block four for­
mat, many feel small changes are 
needed to make the program more 
effective. 

"We need to make some 
changes in the block four, espe­
cially for the extra curri cular activi­
ties such as band and ROTC. These 
group s should be able to meet year 
around ," said Jan Witherall , math 
teacher. 

Students see m to shar e 
the teachers' sentiments about the 
block four system. 

"Even though block four is 
not perfect, I would not want to go 
back to a six class sched ule. ll was 
too hard to concentr ate on so man y 
classes," said Camille John son, se­
nior. 

Teachers feel that student s 
arc also ge ttin g a better level of 
educatio n with block four. 

" I think block four has 
worked very wel l. It allows me to 
do more creative projects with my 
students and develop a better re­
lationsh ip with them," said Chris­
tine Phillips, English teacher. 

Teachers do, howev er, find 
it difficu It to cover a 11 of the mate ­
rial in half of the year. 

"We have to adjust our 
classes and skip some of the mate -

SEE SCHEDULE ON PAGE TWO 

Riley security stands up to the test 
PMfi!fa@i 
Staff Reporter 

Some peop le like to say, 
"Necess ity is the mother of inven ­
tion." 

At Riley one may say, 
"Necessity is the mother of extra 
security." 

With each yea r, the school 
has added more security guards, a 
total of six, (including two fu II time 
police officers, one part time police 
officer, one full time sec urity 
guard, one part ti me sec urity 
guard, and a secur ity camera 
monitor) . This is more security 
than any other hi gh school in 
South Bend. 

"The reaso n we hav e so 

many more sec urity personnel 
than other schools is because our 
school is so much larger! We have 
375,000 square feet on four floors, 
and we hav e 1600 stud ents. There 
are also about 30 doors on the first 
floor. Natura lly we wou ld need 
more secur ity than a smaller 
school ," said prin cipal George 
McCullough. 

The addition of extra se­
curity has helped to secure the en­
vironment here a t Riley, leav ing 
the students, faculty, and admin­
istration feeling safe. 

With extra manpower has 
come an increase in the quality of 
security at Riley. 

SEE SECURITY ON PAGE TWO 

Cameron Stouder 

SECURITY/ Assault can happen anywhere, 
even at Riley. (This is a posed picture.) 

College Clubs 
Update on the 
great record. 

Keys to 
success in 

college. 

An overview 
of academic 

clubs. See Sports three. 
See 

Centers read 

See Eye Candy 
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Love At Any Price 

Senior class date auction yields high profits 
Auc-r:1or,J 

, ' 

Oo IMMiitiSfflfflN 
Eye Candy Editor 

guard had to be on duty, and an auctioneer had to be 
announcing. 

In the end, the date auction was a success. 

. . 

Schedule 
Continued from page one 

rial because of the block four. 
Nonetheless , students have a 
chance to do more group and cre­
ative work which was not possible 
in SO minute classes," said Wiand. 

At a staff meeting, on 
January 20th, Beth Horban, dean 
of students, took time to explain 
some of reasons they originally 
switched to a block four format. 

"We hoped that with the 
block four, students would have 
more time for each class and could 
concentrate on four classes rather 
than six. This would lead to more 
hands on application, improve­
ment in grades, and standardized 
test scores," said Horban . 

The improvement in stan­
dclrqized scores is very clear. The 
students in eighth grade who took 
the ISTEP improved scores dra­
matically in two years . The math 
score went from stanine 39 in 
eighth grade to stanine 51 as 
sophomores, and English jumped 
from stanine 39 to stanine 61. 

"Even though block 
scheduling may not be the only 
cause of these improvements, they 
are nonetheless contributing. Stu­
dents can now take ISTEP prepa­
ration classes throughout the 
year," said Witherall. 

Even though block four 
was approved with a 78 percent 
vote it will be voted on again next 
year. This is due to the NEA's (Na-

Although a date auction may seem like an 
·odd way to make some extra money, the senior class 
made $450 by raffling off our senior guys. 

One reason the auction was profitable was there were 
very few expenses involved in setting up the event. 

The idea was thought up by this year's se­
niors, and it has never been done before. 

"I knew it was a good idea 
and I'm glad that the school re­
sponded so well. Everything went 
as planned and I think the kids re­
ally deserved to see their work pay 
off," said Val Phillips, senior class 
sponsor. 

Approximately 18 guys were auctioned off 
to the highest bidder. The dates will take place this 
month. Also, a chaperone must be present for liabil­

ity purposes. 

'' "I'm glad the auction 
worked out. I hope future 
classes can benefit from our 
idea." 

"I'm glad the auc­
tion worked out. I hope future 
classes can benefit from our idea," 
said Swedarsky. 

There was a lot of prepara­
tion involved in the date auction. 
Before and after the event, the class 

-Leonard Swedarsky 
Senior class president ,., 

Although the date 
auction of '00 went well, Phillips 
speculates future auctions could 
make even more money. 

"Since the money 
helps finance the junior and senior officers showed their organizational 

capabilities. 
The auction took place in the Riley High 

School cafeteria on January 26. 
First, the idea had to be approved by down­

town (school administration) and by George 
McCullough, principal. Then the class officers had to 
find guys willing to participate and pay for the dates. 
Flyers had to be distributed among the students to 
make sure as many students as possible would come. 

prom, next year juniors could be 
auctioned as well. I think that could add to the prof­
its. Also, now that people know that it is fun , more 
people might be interested in coming next year," ex­
plained Phillips. 

"I wasn't sure what to expect in the way of 
attendance, but I was happy to see a lot more people 
bid than I had speculated," explained Steve Wiltfong , 
'00 class vice president. 

"It just sounded like a good idea. I'm glad 
that it went as well as it did," said Leonard Swedarsky, 
senior class president. 

The night of the event took a lot of prepara­
tion. Janitors had to set up the cafeteria, a security 

"I didn't think there would be a very good 
tum out. But I was glad to see that people were will­
ing to put up money for some hot senior guys! " said 
senior, Nichole Williams. + 

WILDCATS 

Respond 
Block Four 

1 . Do you prefer block 
four scheduling com­
pared to traditional six? 

61% 

39% 

2. Do you learn more in a 
block four enviroment 
compared to having six 
classes per day? 

ti 36% 

62% 

3.Do you prefer block 
four over block eight? 

ti 67% 

~ 28% 

This was a random survey 
of four different grade 
classes . A total of 100 sur­
veys were given with 92 re­
sponses . 

tional Education Association) 
regulation, which requires a vote 
each year. 

"If results from this vote 
are any indication, block four will 
remain at Riley for longer than just 
one year," said Wiand. + 

Security 
Continued from page one 

The security guards have assisted in 
many severe incidents recently. For example 
they nipped an assault in the bud. It occured 
on January 13 in the World Geography class­
room of Edward Linetty. This happened be­
cause Chester Wigfall, in school suspension 
supervisor, was right outside his door on the 
fourth floor atrium. 

According to Linetty, two students 
were running around his classroom and 
plowed right into his desk. This quickly pro­
gressed into what was considered assault. 
Although Linetty was not severely injured, 
he was bruised and sore. "I was startled at 
first, but I had to react quickly so I could hold 
one of the students down," says Linetty. 

He wasn't the only one startled. 
Freshman, Tyrone Robinson, a student in the 
class witnessing the incident, said, "Every­
one was just sitting there watching. They 
were shocked." 

felt like I was in any danger. Mr. Linetty 
and the security guards did a really good 
job of controlling the situation ," she said . 

"I think (the students) like us a lot, 
and they trust us. If they need us, they know 
we will be here. But business is business, 
and they know that too. That's what makes 
our relationship (with the students) good," 
said Kendall. 

This year particularly, everyone has 
had to adjust to a new building with new 
policies and different obstacles. Riley's se­
curity is no exception. There are many new 
entrances, the addition of a fourth floor, 
more classrooms, more security cameras to 
monitor, and even more students, all new 
obstacles for security guards. It is apparent 
though, that they are adjusting just fine, ac­
cording to assistant principal Anthony Byrd. 
He comments. "They reali ze they have a 
bigger building . They know what the new 
responsibilities are, who has what floor, etc. 
I think they are adjusting very well." 

CONDITIONS OF BLOCK FOUR APPROVAL 

Wigfall was first on the scene, arriv­
ing within 45 seconds to one minute. As 
Linetty held one student down, Wigfall 
grabbed the other, bringing the conflict to a 
halt. Only a few minutes later, Officer Brian 
Kendall arrived on the scene as well. 

There have also been various inci­
dents involving people trying to enter the 
building without permission. According to 
Kendall , these have all been minor cases, but 
each one has been taken care of with pro ­
fessionalism. 

,~1· A faculty com ­
mittee will 
begin to study 
concerns. They 
will make 
recomendations 
for further 
modifications 
for the 2001 -
2002 school 
year by Decem­
ber 2000. 

:s· Department 
heads will 
help build a 
master 
schedule that 
resolves 
conflicts and 
balances 
classloads . 

,s, Students are 
required to 
follow a full 
year schedule. 
Failing a class 
the first two 
quarters is not 
sufficient 
reason to 
repeat the 
class in the 
spring . 

"It was pretty calm when I got there. 
It was pretty much already taken care of. 
Linetty handled both himself and the stu­
dents very well," said Kendall. 

Of course, much of the damage had 
already been done, but the efficiency of both 
Wigfall and Kendall amazed the students. 
All involved sudden ly felt secure in their 
environment, even amidst confusion and 
turmoil that had just taken place. Accord­
ing to sophomore Claudia Pedra za, the se­
curity guards did an excellent job of getting 
the situation under contro l. "I really never 

"In the future , we are going to lock 
all doors and visitors will have to ring a bell 
to enter. Then of course we will have them 
on video as well, so we will know who is 
coming inside this building ," said 
McCullough. 

"Having our security guards di­
vided among our four floors allows our staff 
to be able to ensure safety in every class­
room ," said McCullough . + 
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Swelt team trains for tragedy 

• :ffl!Mti@Hffl IN 
Centerspread Editor 

We' re all familiar with school violence. We'v e 
see n it on TV, o r read about it in the new spaper. A 
lar ge maj o rit y of s tud ent s eve n report first hand 
knowledge of a violent situation in their school. 

Teachers and school administrator s have all 
bee n told how to prevent violent s itu at ions from oc­
currin g in the ir classrooms and schoo ls. They know 
how to identify ' troubled' stu dents, and there hav e been 
proced ur es se t on how to handl e such tee ns. 

Th e SBCSC (South Bend Community School 
Corporation) even particip a tes in a cooperative pro­
gra m with the South Bend Police Department , de­
signed to plac e des ignat ed South Bend Police Of­
ficers called School Reso urc e Officer s in area high 
schoo ls to keep the peace . ·· · · 

But what happ ens when prevention 
isn't enou gh? What happ ens when a teacher 
find s him or herse lf in a dan gero us schoo l · 
situ a tion? ft' s a safe bet the maj ority of 
South Bend teac hers wouldn ' t know how .. 
to keep themselv es or their stud ents safe. ::__ 

This is wh ere a new pro g ram 
comes in . The SBCSC is now teamin g-- --"' 
up with the South Bend Police' s SWAT 
(special weapons and tactic s) team , to 
teac h teac hers and administrators what · 
to do if they' re eve r faced with such a situ­
ation , and for SWAT to practice endin g I 

viol ent scho ol situati ons. 
"It was for u s to pra ctice if we had 

a [school sho otin g] situati on, for us to pr actice go ing 
into a schoo l like that and a lso to show teachers and 
admini strators what to expec t if we had to come into 
a schoo l like th at. They should know what we look 
like, the or ders we'd be giving them, and w hat we'd 
expect them to do," sa id Dave Chapma n, SWAT tea m 
comm and er. 

The team conducted th eir first trainin g ses ­
s ion wit h area te ac h ers and admini s tr a tor s over 
Chri stma s break . The sixtee n memb er SWAT tea m, 
along with approximately 30 volunteers met at the old 
N un er Scho ol b uildin g on a frig id Decemb er morn­
ing . 

It was a small turn out , but Chapman wa s 
sa tisfied . 

"J wa s surpri sed that so man y teac hers did 
show up, especia lly because it was vaca tion for them," 
sa id Chapman . 

A GUIDE FOR TEACHERS: 
How TO KEEP YOUR STUDENTS SAFE 

~ ' .... 
~ ' .... 
~­.. ,. 

~ '­.. ,. 

Remain calm 

Follow set emergency 
procedures 

Follow police instructions 

Make sure all students 
are accounted for 

Report all developments 
& important information 

The team ran six mock exe rcises, ba sed on 
what might happe n during a scho ol sho oting. Vol­
unt eers were divided into sma ll groups , and ass igned 
diff erent rooms throughout the school. They were 
given opti ons on how to react w hen memb ers of th e 
SWAT team entered their room. It was up to the teach ­
ers if they were go ing to run screamin g, or drop to 
the floor with their hands coveri ng their hea ds . 

The SWAT team stormed the buildin g, avo id ­
ing fake bomb s di stribut ed throu ghout the buildin g, 
screamin g "GET DOWN," and shoot ing bl ank s at 
any thin g that moved. Some teac hers ran , so me 
dropp ed, and others stared in sh ock. Th e so und of 
gunfir e echoed throu gh the schoo l. 

"They lea rned a lot, and I think we lea rn ed a 
lot. I thin k the teachers and admin istrators learn ed 
what we look like, why we h ave to do the thin gs we 
do , and why we g ive certa in orders. r think it was 
benef icial for eve rybod y," repo rted Chapm an 

At the end of eac h scenari o, the teach ers and 

administrators gathered in the auditorium, and waited 
for instructions about the nex t exerc ise. 

Wh en the session was over, the volunte ers 
and team members met for a confere nce at the new 
Nuner school. SWAT office rs discus sed the procedure 
the y follow during situations like the ones the y par­

ticipated in ear lier. They expla ined why they do 
the th ings they d o, and described how teach ers 
. could kee p th e ir s tud ent s sa fe during violent 

situ at ions . 
Most participants agreed that the pro­

gram was ben eficial. 
" I think it was goo d. I'm disap­

pointed that more people weren ' t here, but 
-"-- 1·t cer tainl y increase d my awareness as to 

what thi s is all about, " said Barbara Ettl, the 
trategi c Planning Coordinator for South 

Bend Schools . 
Now that teacher s and adm ini st ra­

tors are aware of SWAT procedures , the next 
step is coordinating rescue program s with the 
corporation . 

"Every South Bend school ha s a red 
lert pro gra m. We want to take it a step fur­

ther , where teac hers can give us some kind of 
sign that eve rythin g's OK in their room. If they 

need he lp we need to give th em some kind of 
code name or numb er so that when we 're out­

side the ir door and knocki ng, they know it' s the 
police. 

"We need to work on stag ing a reas in eve ry 
school, so if we hav e a m ass ive evacuation of stu­

dents then there's some place to put them. If it's bad 
~eather , we can't leave them outside. You can ' t have 
parent s come to schoo l wh en thi s is happ enin g, so we 
need to have a staging area where the parents and 
stud ent s can meet up . So tho se are the kind of thin gs 
we're working on ," said Chapman . 

But is all thi s preparation reall y necessary? 
You have to admit , South Bend, isn' t exac tly the tou gh­
est city in the around. Still, most believ e that the SWAT 
program is import ant. 

" I don ' t expe ct it ever to happen at LaSalle , 
but if we did have a situati on, if it was a host ag e situ­
atio n or somethin g wher e we wo uld have a SWAT 
team or some ty pe of poli ce ac tion takin g plac e, I 
wou ld want to kn ow what to ex pec t," sa id Beth 
Beiersdorf, a LaSalle science teac her who at­
tend ed the training . 

Command er Chapma n agrees. 
"I think there's a need for it eve rywher e. That 

does n ' t mea n I think it's go ing to happen he re," he 
sa id . + 

THE 411 ON 911 
WHAT THE EMERGENCY OPERATOR NEEDS TO KNOW 

,, ~ r Number of suspects 

,• ~ < Age of suspects 

., ~ '- Clothing 

• ' ~ '- Weapons & actions 

, . ~ < Perpetrator's Statements 

.. ~- Last known location 

How WOULD YOU REACT TO A VIOLENT SCHOOL SITUATION? 

Jessica Hudak 
Senior 

"If somebody 
came into the 
school with 
guns, I would 
run away" 

Maureen Warter 
Junior 

"I really don't 
know what I 
would do until 
it actually 
happened." 

Bobby Ullery 
Sophomore 

"I would 
probably try 
to bea hero, 
and if that 
didn't work I 
would run." 
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Tales From the Dorm: 
The secrets of a college existence 

Riley Review 1998 

I am writing this story 
on a laptop computer in Cafe 
Espresso from a poignantl y 
unglamorous airport. Between 
the calls "of flight cancellations 
and a recording urgently stating, 
"Atte11tion you are now approach­

. ing the end of the moving sidewalk," 
I am attempting to reflect on my 
first year and a half of college. 

The summer before my 
freshman year, I swapped a few 
emails with my roommates 
throughout the summer. In the 
first email I received, Elisa 
shared standard information 
such as what she looks like, (sup­
plied to help me identify her 
within our cubicle-sized dorm 
room , of course), but more im­
portantly, she told me about her 
bunny collection . No, not real 
bunnies but stuffed bunnies 
overpopulating our room . 

In the first email for Jess, 
my other roommate, she asked 
me if I had an allergy to plant. 
That's right, plant. Jess has a bit 
of a green thumb (I, on the other 
had, can't even sustain a chia 
pet) artd she was wondering if 
she could bring a portion of her 
greenhouse. So my thoughts of 
bunnies were new coupled with 
luscious flora- would I need to 
swing on a vine in order to make 
it to my desk? 

Luckily, neither of my 

It's coming,be 

premonitions were true. Elisa 
only brought two rabbits (which 
stayed on her bed) and Jess 
brought five potted plants, none 
of which turned into living ver­
sions of Little Shop of Horrors. 

Another fear I had 
about going to school was get­
ting lost. Part of the problem 
was the fact that I go to school in 
Maine, live near a town in which 
the biggest street is Main Street, 
and the name of my dorm is 
Maine. In order to avoid embar­
rassing myself, I decided to carry 
a map around campus. One day 
in the fall, while unsuccessfully 
attempted to fold the map, 
someone stopped to ask me if I 
needed some help. The kind stu­
dent inquired, "Are you a visi­
tor?" My cheeks turned as red as 
the brick on the science building. 

Another problem ad­
justing to college life: sleep dep­
rivation. Although aware of my 
disability of attempting to func­
tion as a morning person, I de­
cided that this fact would not 
interfere with my hot pursuit of 
knowledge. For some unknown 
reason, I decided to take an 8 
a.m. class. 

My professor said he 
didn't mind if we ate breakfast 
during class, so I decided that 
eating would be my salvation, 
allowing me to prolong a con­
scious state. At first it started out 
with muffins and bagels, but by 
the end of the first month I was 

prepared: 

toting a four-course meal ; eggs, 
bananas, hot tea, orange juice, 
and English muffins with cinna­
mon and sugar . 

Most of my charades 
with breakfast, however, only 
lasted for the first 45 minutes of 
class. This only put me at the 
halfway point : the battle was not 
over. Unfortunately, I usually 
fell asleep in class. I knew the 
unintentional habit had become 
a serious problem when I 
greeted my professor on the 
quad (it was during the after­
noon). He simply responded, 
"Annie, You're awake!" 

Another piece of ad­
vice, especially for those of you 
who are going to school out of 
the state is to be proud of your 
Hoosier heritage. Although I had 
to ward off cow1tless questions 
concerning corn and cow tip­
ping, most of my friends were 
fascinated with tales from won­
drous state of Indiana. Because 
of my origin from this mystic 
land, I earned myself a special 
nickname. You guessed it, lndy­
Annie. 

Well, the mechanical · 
droll of the voice emitting from 
the moving sidewalk is getting 
on my nerves, an it is time for 
my flight to leave. With five­
eighths of my undergraduate 
career ahead of me, I look for­
ward to another semester. Se­
niors , Good luck-you'll have 
your own stories to share next 
year . + 
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School counselors help 
@Hi3,H1Htttl 
Edi tor-in-chief 

Graduation day, someth ing that ev­
ery senior awaits eage rly. It is a time to go 
out into the real wo rld and leave behind 
high schoo l. Even though that day is more 
th an four month s away, pr eparat ion for 
what yo u are go ing to do after h igh school 
needs to begin now. 

After grad uating from high school, 
most seniors decide to attend some kind of 
a two or four year colleges, and many of 
thos e colleges hav e deadlin e dates in Feb­
ruar y. 

Each year counselors meet wi th se­
nior s to help guide them throu gh the tough 
proc ess of applying for college. This pro­
cess includes wr iting essays, getti ng recom ­
mendations and finding ways to pay for col­
lege . 

"I exp lain to most college bound 

kids that ther e is 
them for college, 
counsel or. 

All of th 
go throu gh the cc 
add the transcri 
your college apf 

The proc 
begins with seei 
ting them know 
est you. Throu ; 
been college visi 
schoo l, and ther 
corning mont hs. 
is corning to Rile 
the meeting in ti 

It is also 
the college cam1 
and se tting fits 
Most colleges h, 
lowin g you to st, 
and meet with ti 

• 

Steps to choosing a coll eg.e ep 3:RESEARCH, RESEARCH, 
RESEARCH 
Use the following materials to find out more about the 
colleges that you're interested in. 

tep 1:EXAMINE YOUR PRIORITIES 
Ask youself questions like: 
• How do I learn best? In large lecture-style 

classes or in small discussion/seminar settings? 
•Do I prefer being one of the best in a class, or do I 

need the presence of equally bright peers in 
order to challenge myself? 

•Do I learn best when structure is clear, or would I 
rather make my own choices about how I use 
my study time? 

•What extracurricular activities have been most 
important to me? Which will I want to continue 
in college? 

•What have I learned about my academic interests 
and abilities that will influence what I might 
study in college? 

•Who are my friends? Do I want my relationships 
in college to be similar or different? 

tep 2:CONSIDER CHARACTERISTICS 
most students chose institutions in one of the following 
categories. 

•Liberal arts colleges focus on the education of 
undergraduate students, and most are smaller than 
universities. Classes are generally taught by 
professors, and more one-on-one attention is 
available. 

•Tech. Institutes& Professional Schools a re 
for students who have made clear decisions 
about what they want to study and emphasize 
preparation for specific careers. 

•Women's colleges have a larger number of 
female faculty and administrators. They offer 
female students greater opportunities to serve in a 
full range of student leadership positions, and a 
greater awareness of career possibilities for 
women. 

•Communityor Junior Colleges offerthefirsttwo 
years of liberal atrs education, or specialized 
occupational preparation. 

•College guidebooks 
•College-Produced Resources 

Don't ignore the college mailings that occupy 90 
percent of the space in your mail box during senior 
year. 

•Computer Resources: 
Most colleges now have web sites that offer-among 
other things-virtual campus tours and on-line 
applications. You can also discover scholarship 
opportunities on websites like fastweb.com 

•People Resources: . 
Talk to your high school counselor, visiting college 
representatives, and alumni of your school who 
attend or have graduated from colleges you are 
considering. 

•CollegeFairs&Open Houses 
-OimpusVisits: 

It's important to visit the college you think you will 
attend before making a final commitment. 

l 11 I j 111 J I J I . 
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students firid scholarships 
a lot of money ava ilab le to 
said Jud y Hums, guid ance 

e college app lications must 
,unseling departm ent. They 
pts and other mat erials to 
,lications. 
:ess of app lying for a college 
ng yo ur counse lor and let- · 
which colleges might inter­
~hout this yea r ther e have 
ts by var iou s colleges to our 
e will be some more in the 

If a college of yo ur choice 
y, you can sign up to attend 
1e guida nce office. 
a good idea to go and visit 

Jus and see if the life sty le 
what yo u are looking for. 
1ve over night programs al­
,y in the dorm s, visit classes, 
, e faculty. 

If you find a college that int erests 
you, the next step is app lying. Applications 
to most col leges are ava il ab le in th e 
coun selor's office, many colleges also allow 
stud ent s to app ly on line. 

When applying for a college , along 
wi th yo ur grades and SAT scores, many 
schoo ls take into cons idera tion a wri tten 
essay. Topics for the essay may be given to 
you or you might be asked to wr ite about 
some thin g of your choice. 

"More and more colleges are star t­
ing to ask for an essay, and some colleges 
consider the essay as import ant as grades 
and SATs," sa id Hums. 

In a stud y done by USA Today, col­
leges prefer essays which are strong and 
abou t what the person truly feels. 

If you apply now, most colleges will 
make a decision and get back to you around 
April, giving you time to enjoy rest of your 
high school exper ience . · 

ips for surviving 
~igher education 

ep 4:DECID E WHEN TO APPLY 

•Early Decision allows you to apply before the regular 
admission date and hear your admission status 
before the regular notification date . In most cases, 
early decisions require you to make an absolute 
commitmehfto the school. 

•Early Action allows you to apply early and hear your 
admiss ion status early, but doesn't require to 
commit to the college. 

ep 5:CHECK ADMISSI ON STANDARDS 
arge public universities usually make their admission 

decisions based largely on objective information, 
including the number and difficulty of high school 
sources, GPA, class rank, and standardized test 
scores. 
Private and highly se lective schools will also consider 
spec ial talents, community service, extracurricular and 
leadership act ivities, and other unique qualities you 
can bring to campus. Many select ive colleges will also 
weigh application essa ys, recommendations, and 
interviews. 

*information courtesy of College Times, 1999/2000 
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tienter 
Where do Riley students go after graduation? 

military ~ 5% 

~ 
2 yr. or 

vocational 
schools 

t,5% 
full time 

jobs 

~ ~--m 
~11% 

4yr. 
schools w42% 
unsure " -36% 

~ *Based on a1999 
survey, by Riley 
Student Services 

Struggling to keep up: 
Former Salutatorian adjusts to Notre Dame 

MHM•i?G,tG@li 
Riley Review 1999 

If life in high school were a sport, it 
would be a light jog. It's casual, leisure ly, and 
importan t yet not always fulfilling exercise. Yes, 
someti mes the pace quickens and things become 
hectic, but those moments are, for the mo st par t, 
fleeting. The jog never fails to return to rates to 
which we are accus tomed and with which we 
are fam iliar-o ur comfort zones, so to spea k. 

College, though is a whole other mat­
ter. I can on ly wish that the same "ru les of the 
game" in high school applied to my experience 
at the University of Notre Dame. For me, the past 
five month s have been no easy jog, no slow and 
steady run. To furth er the metaphor , it 's been a 
marathon, an all-out race at break-neck speeds. 

And what scares me is that by no one 's 
standards-neit her my ow n 

wi th the fact everyday that there are hundreds , 
if not thousand s qualified-probab ly even more 
so than I, who are capable of satisfying the roles 
I play on camp us. 

That both humb les and scares me at the 
same time . On the one hand, it puts my place 
at Notre Dame and in this world in brilliant per­
spec tive. The idea of "one of man y" certainly 
spr ings to mind . And viewed in this way, the 
compet ition I'm in is with my fellow stud ents. 

But to be sure, it is unqu estionab ly 
against them. There's something very frighten­
ing about the contentious atmosphere at Notre 
Dame. That is, I fear what the "spirit of compe­
tition " has already done and will persist in do­
ing to me . I'm afraid to think of my classmates 
as opponents , or worse, as adversa ries. I'm not 
callously looking to bump their class rank wh ile 
advancing my own . I'm not trying to stea l the ir 

seats in law schoo l or their fu­
nor others' -am I keep ing up. L".L" 
I'm so us ed to being a pace .. .,..,.-• ---------­
setter; why do I feel like I'm "Ana what scares 
laggi ng behind all of a sud- me is that by no one's 
den ? stanaaras--neither my 

That's what I've asked own nor others'-- am I 
myse lf for weeks now, ever keeping up. I'm so usea 
since receiving my first-semes- to being a pace setter; 
tergra des. TheA'sand theoc- why ao I feel like I'm 
casional B of my once comfort lagging behina all Of a 
zo ne are memories , rep laced 

tur e jobs. 
I ju st want to catch up 

in the race . 
Figur in g out how to 

do so is one of the greatest 
chall enges I'll confront in the 
coming weeks and months . I 
know from experience how 
quickly eight semesters can 
progress. And we can either 
proceed wit h this move ment 

wit h low B's and C's . The Suaaen.,, of tim e or mere ly be by­
honor ro ll is long gone, and 
making the Dean' List appar­
ently means kicking into high 
gear. 

-Jason McFarley 
passed. I'm not quite ready 
to bow out of this race, yet de­
veloping a strategy continu es 
to perp lex me. I'm left in con­

It's not that I who lehearted ly choose to 
gauge myse lf by academic performance, but 
right now I don 't have any thin g else by which 
to measur e my success. My sta nding in that 
race, I can't help but feel, is my only indication. 

Indeed, I don't have the newspaper staff 
calling on my serv ices anymore. I don't have 
meetings to organi ze for 70 Stud ent Council 
members . I don ' t have the senior class to lead . 
In man y ways , I have depe nded on all of these 
peop le to assess my achieve ment, and it' s dis­
couraging now not to have a clear sta nd ard of 
exce llence within sight. 

Perhaps, I'm just too far behind in the 
race. 

Don't get me wrong; I value the extra­
curricular positions I hold at Notre Dame. Still, 
now more than ever before in my life, I realize 
exact ly how replaceab le I am . I don ' t think I 
trul y ever thought myse lf irr eplaceab le, just 
maybe not easi ly rep laceab le. Now I'm faced 

I I I 

,:1 
stan t limbo between feelings which tell me that 
the race is of little significance and those which 
compel me to fight like a dog for a winning po­
sition . 

All I know for sure is that staying on 
track means to keep running of my present 
course . 

And that's what I do each day. I wa ke 
up and spr int to mak e it to class on time. I rush 
to finish last minut e papers or homework as­
signme nts. I dart to the library to study for an 
upcoming test. I scra mble to eve nin g help ses­
sions. I race for an admirab le spot amon g a sea 
of talented youn g peop le. 

I run; and I run some mor e, as fast as ' 
this 17-year-o ld mind , bod y, and soul will take 
me. I hit the wa ll, run out of breath and some­
times will, and sta nd very nearly on the edge 
of ph ysical and mental collapse. 

But i t's a competi tion , and I keep 
running . • 



-Agenda 
By 
Aiaz 
Chaudh 

Millennium preparation, 
a total waste of time 

here ..... And app arently no one 
e pre Y2K hyp e was ju st th at: hype. 

olypti c event that many peo ple were 
g neve r arrived, instead the only explo -

eard on Y2K we re fire work s. 
Throu ghout 1999 major corp orati ons 

p the consum ers into believin g that Y2K 
would be a catas trophi c event and that consum­
ers mu st pr epare . The medi a helped put out an 
ima ge that if you didn ' t prepar e for Y2K by pur­
chas ing excess ive amount s of food and other 
items, you were not being a good parent. 

Hundr eds of new compani es spran g up 
selling eve rythin g from Y2K comput er software 
to generat ers and hea ters. Each one of these 
comp anies made milli ons in profit and then 
most shut dow n after the yea r 2000 arr ived . This 
made it imp oss ible to ge t refund s. 

These compa nies should be forced to 
give so m e m oney bac k to th e peo pl e wh o 
bought their p roduct s. The media also owes 
peo ple an apology for the hu ge am ount of hype 
and the sca re that they crea ted. 

Even peo ple th at did not bu y excess ive 
amount s of food still p repa red in less expensive 
ways. Most peo ple bought some extra gas, food, 
and water just in case. Even though these sup ­
plies w ill be used rega rdless of Y2K, they still 
go t them at a mu ch higher p rice. 

"My parents prepared for the end of the 
wo rld . They put us in the basement at 11 p.m. 
and refused to let us leave," said one anony­
mous freshm an. 

The South Bend Community Schools also 
p repared by spe ndin g thousand s of dollars to 
upg rade all comp ut ers for the bug that never 
showe d . The corpora tion says that the Y2K bu g 
was n' t a problem because they we re proac tive 

··,md spent the needed money. 
If that is the case, then why are other 

p laces, around the nation and aroun d the world , 
that spent no money on Y2K do ing so we ll? 

The money that has been was ted on this 
pointl ess cause is go ne, but we should sa lvage 
as mu ch of the money back as we poss ibly can 
and hold the compa nies th at contr ibut ed to the 
hype respons ible. + 
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References to death are not allowed 
IHtitiltDHIWH,• 

Guest Writer 

The dr ess standard at Riley 
seem s, for the most part , reasonabl e. 
Howe ver, it is becoming incr eas­
ingly clear to man y student s and 
some of the staff that all is not we ll. 

I und erstand the concern s 
of the admini stration. If an act of 
violence occur s within the school, 
they are burden ed with the blame. 
Also, certain styles may singl e out 
and isolate tee ns, makin g them 
pron e to receivin g more cru el re­
mark s. 

Our lives are sculpted by 
the environm ent we grow up in. It's 
impo ss ible to say th at an exces­
sively restricti ve environment is the 
mo st health y en vironm ent for a 
growin g teenage r. 

T-shirts sportin g references 
to alcoh ol, smok ing, or sex are 
bann ed from most schools. Wh y? 
Wh at could one po ssibly hop e to 
accompli sh from hidin g depicti ons 
of thin gs high schoolers already know 
about anyway? 

"Any shirt that has beer, 
smoking, or gang related ideas mu st 
be turn ed inside out. Metallica and 
such band s may resemble these of­
fens es," said Chester Wigfall, secu­
rity guard . 

I was forced to turn my Ex­
ploited t-shirt inside out by a secu­
rity gua rd once. It fea tur ed the logo 
of the band (a skull with a mohaw k) 
and the phr ase Punk 's Not Dead. I 

Bryan Proven 

E XPLOITED Nor PERMITTED/ This is the image on Krewson's shirt, 
who was told to turn it inside out. It depicts the logo of a 
band. 

was told that 'references to death' were not allowe d in 
scho ol. Ironic how las t yea r, in the old buildin g, I wore 
my Exploited t-shi rt often and didn ' t even receive a side­
ways glance. Obvio usly it was n't offensive then. 

Prin cipal George McCullough explains, "We be­
lieve in a safe environm ent. We don' t wa nt any offen­
sive clothes, gang related clothes and cult clothes. These 
are not needed. I consider myse lf a mayo r of a small 
city and we need to try and take care of our stud ents." 

Some stud ents view the dress cod e as an at­
tack on their ind ividu ality. Rya n Wann erton , a straig ht 
A stud ent, said "My favorite band is Manson and I wea r 
wh at I wea r to supp ort my favorite band s. There's noth­
ing wrong with that." 

One stud ent was made to reve rse his Blair 
Witch Project shir t on the gro und s that it is cul t related. 
What cul t? The movie itself had nil to do wi th witc h­
craf t and eve n so Wicca is a va lid, pract iced religion 

like any other. 
I sincerely doubt shirt s featurin g rock ba nds 

or alcohol are offensive or harmful to anyon e. A quest 
to abolish d ifferent or 'distracting' loo ks from schoo l 
is a gu es t for uni formity. If everyo ne loo ked the same, 
per fectly manu factu red to be visua lly appea ling to 
th e masses wo uld we rea lly beco me th e 'perfect ' 
peop le inside? 

It seems that calling somethin g d istract ing or 
offensive is a cop ou t. You can eas ily weed ou t things 
you d islike from yo ur empire with such an easy at­
tack. Giving an ad mini stra tor the powe r to ban some­
thing on the gro un ds that it is 'distracting' is giv ing 
them boundl ess auth or ity. Where wo uld it stop? 

In shor t, freedom is the very fabric thi s coun ­
try is woven out of. Pullin g out one strand of our lib­
erty wi ll unrave l the whole American flag. + 

WHAT WE 

Think 
Block four is here to stay 
We the rev iew staff agre e 

with the faculty decision to stay 
with the block four schedul e. We 
feel that the sched ule alJows stu ­
den ts to conce n trate on less 
classes and gives them a chance 
to perfor m better. 

Block four also gives stu­
dents and teachers more time to 
deve lop bet ter re la tionshi ps, 
and a llows tim e to do mor e 
gro up wo rk. 

The two extra classes per 
year prov ide d by b loc k four 
have show n to be very practi cal 
and helpfu l. 

We do, howev er, feel that 
the ninety minut e pe riod mu st 
be u sed efficie ntl y. Teach ers 
shou ld no t lec tu re the eni tre 
nin ety minut es, bu t instead do 
gro up activ ities to keep the stu­
dent s' in terest. If th e teac her 

Alternative Scheduling Ballot 

YES 
B1ock4 0 

NO 
0 

12°/o WITH MODIFICATIONS 78°/o 

doesn' t have a set pla n for each 
class wit h vario us activit ies, the 
ninety minu tes can be very tire­
some. 

The firs t two years of block 

four have been overa ll success­
ful and we feel that Riley stu ­
dents and teachers have adapted 
well. + 
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Year 2000: just another big disappointment 

• :fjfflfik#rii+N•M 
Viewpoints Editor 

New Year didn't bring us any changes 

'' "Honestly, I 
think things 
will get 
worse if 
they change 
at all. Our 
relations 
with other 
countries 
won't get 
better, and I 
don't think 
we'll ever 
establish 
peace 
anywhere." 

-Jaet Castillo 
Sophomore 

J:1 

woke up New Year's Eve 
ng, and immediately became 

ited. I thought about how cool 
as to be able to be born soon 

ough to celebrate the new mil­
nnium . 

Of course , being a typical 
other, my mom had filled up a 

ew gallons of water and checked 
the batt eries in our flashlights 'Just 

case.' My dad and I, how eve r, 
ould have cared less, and we went 

about our day just like normal. 
At about 8 p.m., I went 

over to my best friend 's house and 
we had a ton of fun. As the mo­
ment drew near to the turn of the 
century, we were all excited, and 
we stood around with glasses of 
spar kling grape juice, read y to ring 
in the new yea r. 

We counted down the sec­
onds, the ball dropped , and that 
was it. That was it? Yes, that was 
it. We all looked around at each 
other, toasti ng, talking, and laugh­
ing, just like any other New Year's. 
But nothing changed. 

There was no big burst of 
excitement , no lights went out, the 
computer was on, and the celebra­
tion on MTV looked just like it had 
since 1981. The phone lines still 
worked, and every thing seemed to 
have go ne off without even the 
slightest hit ch. 

I went hom e that night, 
happy that I had spent the evening 
with my best friend since third 
gra de, but also havin g a sense of 
disappointment. Even though Y2K 
hadn't really eve n crossed my 
mind, I was kind of upset that 
something didn't happ en. That 
seemed to be part of the excitement 
to the millennium . Everyone was 
waiting and wondering, and then 
there was nothin g. 

· Grant Jones, junior , agrees, 

"Y2K was hyped up way too much. 
Companies just wanted to make 
money , and sa dly, they conned 
people into buying thing s th ey 
didn't really need. And then when 
nothing happened , they retract ed 
the statements they had made last 
year." 

Jones wasn't the only one 
who didn ' t prepar e for Y2K 
though. Jae! Castillo, sophomore, 
says her famil y didn ' t do anything 
to get ready for any glitches in the 
sys tem . 

"My family and I didn ' t do 
anything. It was just a bunch of 
junk ," she said. 

Not only was Y2K made 
too big a deal of, but the change of 
the century was too. There were 
no huge parties, at least not ones 

Editor 
Manson shirts aren't a sign 

of satanism 
Dear Editor: 

I am writing to tell you why I 
think we should be able to change the 
dress code and wear t-shirts that other 
people think are dumb and immature. 
To us it could mean the world. Not ev­
ery person wears the same clothes and 
the teachers should look past the cloth­
ing and get to know the person who 
wears the clothes. A lot of people in this 
school think that by letting some stu­
dents wear Marilyn Manson shirts it's 
like bringing in satanism . But not every 
person who wears or listens to Marilyn 
Manson is a satanist, many of them still 
believe in God. I wrote this so people 
could understand. 

Why can't we wear our t-shirts 
and the other kids get to wear their 2 
Pac shirts? He was gangster related 

and they are still allowed to wear 
those shirts . It would be better if the 
school changed the dress code. 

We were told since first 
grade not to let people tell us what to 
do, but now they want us to change 
because some students opened fire 
in a school. But we aren't the bad 
guys. 

The people who should read 
this should understand why I wrote it 
and they should understand me and 
what I stand for. Not even this school 
will keep me from expressing myself . 

Sincerely, 

~ \JJQSCtlA.) 

Glen Wesaw 

any different from pre viou s New 
Year's. No big trag ed ies happened 
like predicted. And the biggest dis­
appointment, for me at least , was 
waking up the next morning and 
reali zing it was just another day. 

For some reason , I 
thought the change of the millen­
nium would bring about some kind 
of change . A change in me or in 
the people aro und m e. But it 
didn ' t. I still go t in a fight with my 
mom , my friend s still had the same 
old complaints about _t_hings, and 
we all had the same old problems 
we had the da y befor e. The only 
thing that seemed to change was 
writing 2000 on a check instead of 
1999. 

And Castillo is doubtful 
that anything will change at all this 
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yea r. 
"Honest ly, I think things 

will get worse if they change at all. 
Our relations with other countries 
won ' t get better, and I don't think 
we ' ll ever es tab lish peace any­
where," she commented. 

Only time will tell what re­
ally happ ens in the next 1000 years, 
but hop efu lly the next turn of the 
century wo n' t be as hyped up for 
no reaso n. 

But like Castillo says, " If 
nobody wants to change or an y­
thing , w hat 's th e big deal? It 
doesn ' t m atter w hat year it is, 
people will keep their old ways. " 

I guess that ' s certainl y 
some thin g to consider. • 
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Students speak out on: Dating 

C 
0 

High school dating does work 
ti Dating in high school 
is definitely good . It 
gives people a chance to 
experience new people 
and things. It's a lot of 
what high school is 
about. 

•@mrn,,1+@a 
Viewpoints Editor 

We all com e from middl e school excited 
about the world we' re about to walk into: High 
School. 

We wo nd er what our four year s here will 
be like, and we look forward to many thin gs . One 
of them is dating. Real dating. 

In about sixth grade, after people of the op­
po site sex no lon ge r have ima ginar y disea ses 
(like coo ties), it all starts. You find someone you 
think is cut e, talk to them on the ph one for an 
hour every night, and say you 're a coupl e. 

Then middl e school roles around , and you 
may go to a coupl e mov ies with someone, but 
you don't have a job, or a car, and nobod y be­
lieves you' re eve n sixteen mu ch less eighteen. 

But then high school hit s! You have friend s 
who dri ve, and ones who work at cool places that 
can get yo u the hoo k up on stuff. There's Home­
comin g, and semi formal, and prom . Thin gs that 
virtu a lly screa m 'You need a date!' 

Some people say datin g in high schoo l is a 
waste of time. There's no way your relationsh ips 
are go ing to las t, so spend your time focusing on 
somethin g else. Have yo u eve r hea rd a parent 
tell you you ' re too yo un g to date or to afford to 
dat e, or to eve n know what love is? WeII, half 

the adult s in thi s countr y seem to be in som e of the 
same pr edicaments, so they ha ve no room to talk. 

Dating is a great thing , especially in high schoo l. 
It opens yo u up to new experi ences, new people, and 
new pl aces. Datin g make s a person ve ry we ll­
round ed. 

Dating also establishes a lot of peopl e's valu es 
and stand ard s. It' s kind of like a proc ess of elimina­
tion. You find what you like and don' t like in people, 
and you also find out wh at you will and won't do at a 
certain age. 

Hi gh schoo l dating also establishes the basis for 
futur e relation ship s in life. You experience happin ess 
and heartbr eak, so wh en you get out in the rea l world 
on your own , you 'll know how to handl e it. 

No t only is datin g a goo d thin g for the futur e, 
it' s also a grea t thin g for the present. Alth ough dat­
ing can cause stress at point s, it can also take aw ay 
stress and make a person very happ y. 

Do you ever notice that extra boun ce in your 
step when you start a new relati onship , or the way 
you smile after yo u' ve talked to that special someone 
in the hall? Or what about how sometimes you kno w 
the only reason you dra g your se lf out of bed in the 
mornin g is to see your significant oth er durin g eve ry 
pa ssing period . And hey, even though you're not re­
ally here to lea rn, sometimes yo u might actu ally end 
up paying attention. 

And not a lot of high school relation ship s las t 
for very lon g, but som e do. There are som e peopl e 
that leave high school, and end up gettin g married 
and having families. 

It 's been sa id th at there's one person in thi s 
wo rld for eve ryone, and if that' s tru e, who knows? 
Maybe you'll find your soulm ate sittin g next to you 
in chemistry or meet them while they' re bu ying cook­
ies at the bookstore. • 

Serious dating: n,ake or break 
Dating in high 

school can be a big 
waste of time. There are 
more things here to focus 
on than people of the op­
posite sex. 

1w;u.wu1 
Eye Candy Editor 

We all kn ow the feeling. 
That boy/ girl you've been eye ing for the 

past coupl e of weeks finally smiles and says 'hi ' 
to you in the ha ll. You ge t that ru sh of happi­
ness and you can't wai t to tell your friend s. 

Then they start comin g to all yo ur baske t­
ball games even though you sit the bench most 
of the time. They call you and you go out on 
your first date, and by Mond ay mornin g 
half the schoo l knows you two are 

other. It's okay to want to spend time with your boy­
friend / girlfriend , but sometim es enough is enough! 

And yo u also end up losing your relationship s 
with your friend s, som e that you 've had since you 
could walk. What happ ens when you break up with 
some one and your friend s hav e practically forgo tten 
what you look like? Who se shoulder are you sup­
po sed to cry on? Who are you supp osed to talk about 
new cru shes to? Your parent s? I don't think so ! 

Another aspect of a relation ship is getting along. 
Some coupl es fight constantl y about anythin g and ev­
erything they can think of. 

It causes unn ecessa ry stress and it basically 
makes a life mi serable. If you can' t get along, what's 
the point of being toge ther? Yeah, I know, you love 
each othe r so mu ch. New s flash : it's not love when 
you 've argued over stuff like the best vid eo game for 
the fifteenth time that month ! 

And abu se is also somethin g that goes alon g 
with argum entative rela­
tionship s. Th at's com­
pl ete ly un acc ep ta bl e 

'together.' ~~. 
Most of these high school ro- N ~ 

wh eth er it' s d one by a 
guy or a girl. 

mances d on ' t la st . Some one M 
get bored, 1t happ ens. 4 ~ ·~ . ~ 
But what about the ~ -- , 

Hi gh sc ho o l is a 
time of change. You come 
from middl e school , ex­
cited about findin g all the 
n ew and int e res tin g 
thin gs there are to being 
old er. You tell yo ur se lf 
yo u wa nt to ju st be in ­
volv ed no m a tt e r w ha t 
you do. You dr eam of go­
ing to Friday night football 
ga mes and being able to 
say it' s your school on the 
field , or th e d ances like 
Hom eco min g and p rom . 
And that's okay. 

ones that do last? Is ~ · :.: . • _; : _: 
it hea lth y? In mo st · · · 
cases, no. Teenagers 
tend to start 'playing 
house' and th ey end 
up miss ing out on ev­
erythin g hi gh scho ol 
has to offer. 

First of all, some I ! 
coupl es spend way too 1: 

mu ch t ime toge th er. 
Have you eve r bl own 
off yo ur friend s to han g 
out with your significant 
oth er? Have yo u ever 
skip pe d a p rac ti ce be­
cause they con vince you th at 
you two just don ' t spend enough time toge ther 
eve n though you' ve been out with them the past 
thr ee Frid ay and Saturd ay night s? 

You neve r have any tim e to mi ss each 

Da tin g is a g rea t 
thin g, as long as yo u can 
handl e it. Just rememb er 
th at there is more to hi gh 

_:;.;;,°""...,..,.., school than falling in love. 
Serious datin g could make 

you or break you, so don ' t give up your life. And if 
you do hap pen to fall on a bad relat ionship, know 
that there are always oth er fish in the sea . + 

WHAT You 

Think 
ABOUT 
DATING 

Heather Coleman 

"High school dat­
ing is good when there 
are two people really 
committed to a rela­
tionship. otherwise, it 
just doesn't work out." 

Nickie Myers 

ul think that dat­
ing in high school can be 
a waste of time, but it's 
good if you know how to 
handle it. There are 
good and bad things 
about it, and you just 
have to know what 
you're doing." 

Kevin Blue 

Freshman 

"Dating is really 
good in high school. It 
opens us up to all new 
people and new things 
to experience. It also 
gets us ready for our 
future relationships 
with people.,, 
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Swim team recaptures NIC title 
TAKING THE 

PLUNGE/ 
Junior diver 

Lamont 
Barlow 

performs a 
dive during 

the Penn 
Meet on 

January11 in 
the Riley 

pool. 
During 

the meet the 
team won 

the 
conference 
title for the 
first time in 

two years. It 
was the 

eighth 
conference 

title the team 
won in the 

last 10 years. 
Barlow 

finished 
second in 
the diving 

competition. 

fitMMMM,t·• 
Senior Staff Reporter 

e battl e for the Nor thern 
na Conf erenc e crow n was 

ed in front of a hu ge crow d 
ntly in the new Riley pool. 

The sw im tea m rega ined 
e conference crow n, after losing 

it over the pa st tw o season s, with a 
102-84 victory ove r arch rival, Penn 
Kingsmen. 

It was the first NIC title 
for a Riley sports team in two years. 
The last title was also won by the 
sw im team durin g their conference 
reign of 17 consecuti ve conference 
champi onship s (1981-1997). 

During the wee k lea din g 
up to the meet , head coach, Steve 
Smith , tried different thin gs to ge t 
his team ready to challenge the 18th 
ranked Penn . He gave the team the 
day off befo re the meet. He also 
ord ered a team 'shave down ' (a full 
body shave) . The team me ntally 
prepared as we ll. 

"The coachin g staff and I 
knew that this wo uld be a mentally 
strainin g meet. We had the guys 
imagine what victory wo uld feel 
like and what los ing wo uld feel 
like. We th ought abo ut how the 
crow d wo uld res p ond to the 
different out comes and how the 
team wo uld handl e themselves ," 
explained Smith. 

The enviro nm ent at th e 
poo l was like one at a foo tb a ll 
game. The pool was packed with 
row s of_scr~amin g fans.-decked Ol.it 
in blu e and go ld chantin g for a 
Riley victory. 

"W hil e we were in th e 

loc ker roo m we co u ld hear th e 
crowd screa min g ou tside. lt was 
aweso me," said juni o r ca pt a in, 
Shane Johnson. 

" It was the larges t crow d I 
have seen at a sw im meet in South 
Bend ever ," add ed Smith. 

The mee t got un derway 
w ith Penn takin g th e first two 
eve nts. Go ing in to the th ird eve nt 
Penn held a 16- 14 lea d . Then 
fres hm an, Loui s Cavad ini , took 
over. Cava din i wo n th e 200 
indi vidu al medley and his juni or 
broth er, Peter, took 3rd to tie the 
score at 23. Go ing into di ving, the 
score was knotted at 31. 

Lam ont Bar low took 
seco nd in d iv in g w ith Pe nn 
finishin g 1st and 3rd to take the 
lead 40-38. 

The seco nd ha lf of th e 
m ee t was d omi na ted by th e 
Wild ca ts. The combin a ti on of 
Cava dini and Cavad ini finished 1st 
an d 3rd in the 100 butt er fly with 
Lou is winn ing his second race of 
the day. Penn tied the score one 
more tim e at 55 but tha t was as 
close as the Kingsmen wou Id get 
the res t of the meet. 

" I kn e w that if I ju st 
focused on winn ing that it would 
break my concentrat ion, so my top 
priority was how we ll I performed. 
I knew that if the team went out 
and swa m the way we know how, 
every thin g wo uld just fa ll in to 
pl ace, and it did ," stated Cava dini. 

In th e 500 fr ees ty le 
Jres hm an,J3r.ian John son, senio1~ 

SEE SWIMMING ON PAGE THREE 

Boys' b~sketball team nets successful start 
1-1/MJWPM,t·I 

Senior Staff Reporter 

e boy b a lle r s of 
have far exceeded the 

<lards that have been set 
earns befo re them . Their 
cess rate is tw ice as high 

as las t yea r and is 
contin·urng to esca late. Now 
holdin g a 12-3 recor d, at the 
mid-point of the season, the 
'Ca ts have tripl ed their w in 
to t a l fr o m th e p rev io u s 
season. 

Coac h To m 
De Bae ts o ffe red th e 
exp lanation as to why hi s 
tea m is play ing better. "The 
gu ys have be tt e r tea m 
chemistry. Everyone isn 't in 
such a hurr y to get out of the 
locke r roo m after a ga me. 
The guys are ge ttin g along 
well." 

Natur a lly a 
winnin g seas on is going to 
h e lp a tea m h ave be tt e r 
chem ist ry. 

"This season guys 
ju st wa nt to wo rk hard er 
than last year," stated senior 
cap tain Ron Dokes. 

Af te r suffer in g 
th ro u gh a mi serab le 
conference seaso n (0-7) last 
year, Ril ey has wo n fou r 
ga m es a lrea d y in th e 
confere nce. The Wildcats 
de fea ted a youn g Elkhar t 
Memorial team 72-52, and in 
front of a large home crowd 
the Wildcats bea t a scrappy 
LaSa lle team 68-55. The 

third win came over a wea k 
Mishawa ka ba llclub 68-44. 
In eight ga mes at home in 
the new gym, Riley is 8-0. 

" We d on ' t wa nt 
anyo ne to come int o our 
house and bea t us. One of 
the goa ls we se t this yea r is 
to go und efeated at home," 
sa id Dokes. 

The Wildcats have 
d rapped two co nf erence 
ga mes both on the road 60-
51 to Penn and 52-49 to Clay. 

"The Clay ga me was 
very wi nn able, but we just 
go t out of our sys tem and 
los t th e ga me," expla ined 
Dokes. 

The tea m 's bett er 
pl ay thi s year can be 
credit ed to strong backcourt 
p lay. Coac h DeBae ts has 
go ne with a fo u r m a n 
backcourt rotation that has 
acco unt ed for 35.4 po int s 
per ga me (ppg ) and 12.6 
ass is ts pe r ga m e (apg). 
Junior Mar tell Taylor leads 
the way with 17.9 ppg and 
3.5 apg. Taylor is the team's 
leadin g scorer and a thr ee 
po int th rea t where he has 
m ad e 22 bombs fro m 
behind the arc. 

Taylor 's backco ur t 
count erp art has been jun ior 
po int g u ard Regg ie 
Swanso n. Swa nso n 
ave rages 7.2 ppg and leads 
the team with 4.7 apg. 

A sw inger from the 
s tar tin g lineu p and sixth 
m an pos itio n Mi ke 
Was hin g ton h as bee n a 

sp a rk fo r th e tea m . 
Was hin g ton is sh oo tin g a 
team high 43.9 percent from 
thr ee po int r ange . H e 
averages an eve n 7.0 pp g. 

The fourth memb er 
of the guard rotation is juni or 
marksman Mike Przygoa da. 
Przygoa d a, another strong 
th ree p o int sh oo ter h as 
conn ected on 36 percent of 
his out side jump shots. 

O ne o f th e hu ge 
p roblems the Wildcats had 
las t year was a turn ove r 
p ro bl em . N o one on th e 
tea m had more assis ts then 
turn ove rs. Thi s season 
Swa n so n, Tay lor , 
Washin gton, and Przygoada 
all ave rage more ass ists th an 
turnovers . 

"O u r gu ys are 
taking much better cont rol of 
the ball thi s yea r then any 
other year I've been here," 
said DeBaets. 

"Last year we 
th o u gh t we kn ew 
every thing. This seaso n we 
th e gu a rds have a be tt er 
und e r standin g of th e 
offense . We are more pa tien t 
w ith th e ba ll," exp lai ned 
Swanso n . 

" It is ab out ro les. 
Eac h p laye r und er sta nds 
their role this seaso n. If you 
are suppos ed to pass yo u 
pass . Same thin g goes for 
shoo ting. Everythin g is in 

SEE BASKETBALL ON 

PAGE FOUR 

PLAYING D EFENSE/ Senior forward, Darrell Foster, looks for a way 
to the basket around senior guard, Michael Washington, 
during practice. Both Foster and Washington have played 
key roles in the success of the team. 
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HoOpers prove to be unstoppable 
DA:M:IH:ri::Mi 

Sports Editor 

The Ladycat Hoo pers hav e taken the wor ld 
of high schoo l basketball by surprise this year. Endin g 
the 1998-99 seaso n with a di sapp ointing 9-12 reco rd, 
and the loss of ·star balle r Erin Miller who averaged 
20 points and 10 rebound s per game, players and head 
coach Mike Megyes i had there doub ts. 

"We knew that we wou ld be faced with one 
of the hardest schedul es in the state, and I think we 
went int o the seaso n with a lot of uncertainty. Miller 
was a hu ge loss, but we had bee n watc hin g the 
youn ge r playe rs and knew that we'd have plenty of 
talent steppin g up . We have a lot mor e speed this 
year, mu ch more than last. I knew that the girls would 
be capab le of pla y ing a mor e up -tempo style of 
bas ketball this seaso n," comm ented Megyes i. 

He was right. The coachin g staff had been 
w o rkin g wi th up co min g fre shm e n, Sunt a na 
Gra nd erson and Crys tal Norman , for tw o or thr ee 
summ ers to help prepar e them for hi gh school 
basketball. Senior captains Tonn is Phillip s and Nicole 
Marb ley stepped up to keep the girls moti vated at 
practi ce and maintain a constant intensity in ga mes. 
Accordin g to Megyes i, all the playe rs contribute in 
different ways to mak e the team what it is . 

"I know th at all coaches say that every pla yer 
on their tea m is a key player, but that really hold s true 
for our tea m. Phillip s is inva luable. Her defense is 
outstandin g; she can go up aga inst players a foot taller 
than her and she' ll still shut them dow n," explained 
Megyes i. "Marbley is a stron g assiste r. Lisa Cowper 
hit s so me clut ch bask ets. That' s just to name a few. If 
someone on the team is weak in one area then ano ther 
player is stron g the re. We have a goo d balance on the 
team this yea r." 

HUDDLE up/ The girls take instructions during a time out from head coach Mike Megyesi on 
what the next play will be in a game against Concord. 

The co mbin a tion of pl aye rs on the court 
shows to have more chemist ry this year. With two 
ga mes rem ainin g the 'Ca ts have tallied a 14-4 record . 
Toug h losses were aga inst Penn, Hi ghland and Fort 
Way ne Snid er, who are all state ranked, and Clay who 
won off a thr ee point er that wa s shot seco nd s befor e 
th e bu zze r so und ed . The Lad yca ts were not 

discoura ged by these losses . 
"The team gets rea lly upset when they lose, 

but it on ly motivates them to work harder at pr actice 
and play tougher in the next game," said Megyes i. 

Despite these losses , the team had some 
un exp ected wins over pow erteam rivals. When 
approac hed by Adams who had a roster ful l of all 
ret urnin g starters Riley took the court with the 
determnation to win . Norman grabbed 26 points 

and Gra nderso n followed close behind he r wi th 25. 
Ph illips also helped to lock the win with 9 po ints which 
finalize the ga me at 67-48. 

In a key ga me in the NIC (No rthern Indi ana 
Confere nce) standin gs it took Riley two extra qua rters 
to do away with the persiste nt Mishawaka Cavem en. 
In the final seco nds of doub le ove r tim e Nor man 

SEE LADY HOOPERS ON PAGE FOUR 

Freshmen star ballers lead ladycats 
l@·i,13,M,4 
Sports Editor 

H av ing a s ta r aboa rd is 
nothin g unu sua l on a sports tea m, 
but havi ng two g rea t p layers is 
so methin g special. The Riley girls' 
bas ke tb a ll tea m is th e lu ck y 
recipient. 

Freshm an star numb er one 
is.sfafoo t forward Crystal Norman, 
who is ave rag ing 23.7 point s and 
10.3 rebo und s per ga me midway 
thr ou g h th e sea so n . In th e 
Wildcats' bac kcourt is excitin g 
combo guard Sunt ana Grand erso n. 

The 5 foot 8 inch freshm an 
has put up electric numb ers mid ­
way throu gh the season as we ll, 
droppin g 16.3 point s and 8 .3 
rebo und s per ga me . Grand erso n 
also leads the team wit h ass ists per 
ga me. 

Besides lady wild cat fans, 
th e bigge st benefic iary has bee n 
RHS hea d coac h Mik e Megy esi, 
who raves abo ut the tw o p laye rs 
most res pon sible for RHS's 14-4 
winnin g recor d thi s season. 

" N orm an is a versati le 
player who can shoot, run the floor, 
p lay in the post , or step out and hit 
a thr ee," said coach Meg yesi. As 
for Gra nd erso n, Megyes i gushes 
th a t she is "as goo d a gu ar d / 
forward that there is in the state. I 
wou ldn't trad e her for anyo ne." 
Megyesi add ed that they are youn g 
and s till lea rnin g h ow to p lay 
defense. 

When aske d if this season 
is a n im prov e me nt fro m la s t, 
Megyes i s imply said yes. "They 
ar e yo un g, qu ick, ath le tic, and 
good jum pers. They brin g instan t 

ABOVE: 

Granderson watches the 
basket after a free throw. 
RIGHT : 

Norman spots up for three 
during a practice. 

offense to the team." 
Most freshm en-led team s 

do not merge well due to prob lems 
with in the team, main ly jea lou sly. 
That' s not the case here. 

"We are treat ed the sa me as 
everyone else on the team," said 
Norman. 

Granderson add ed, " That's 
tru e, no one show s any kind of 
jealousy tow ards me or Crystal." 

The tea m has improv ed 
immensely from las t yea r. They 
work hard er toge th er as a un it, 
accord ing to Megyesi, and a re more 
ab le to move the ba ll. With the two 

star freshmen and up perclassmen 
lead ersh ip to cover the exper ience 
department, the Lady 'Ca ts hold 
grea t potenti al as they app ear to be 
possible state contend ers; if not this 
year, Megyesi fee ls that the future 
of the team looks br ight. 

"Cr ys ta l a nd Sun ta na 
br ing in fres h blood and g ive us 
[the team] a sense of urgency; they 
are obv ious asse ts to the team. If 
a ll th e g irl s co n t inu e to wo rk 
toge ther well like we have been, 
and now wit h the freshm en being 
so stron g, I think that th is is 
definitel y the year of the 'Cat s to 
represent at the state competition," 
said senioi~ forw ard Beth Lesa r. 

These fantastic fres hm an 
s tar s a re tru ly team lea d e r s, 
accordin g to Megyesi. 

" It feels rea lly good to be 
able to come in as a freshm an and 
already be conside red a lead er," 
said Grand erson. 

For mo s t fre shm e n, a 
dir ect effect of being a key p layer 
on the va rsity ros ter is a sense of 
arro gan ce which can res ult in 
slackin g off in p ractice. The Riley 
fres hm e n, h ow eve r, a re th e 
exception . 

"Th ey are spec ia l. They 
aren' t affected by the sp ot light and 
att enti on. They play hard day in 
and day ou t," said Lesar. 

Nor man and Granderson 
are not new to success . [n midd le 
sc hoo l, they led Jac kso n to two 
consecutiv e champion ships. 

The freshm en are alrea dy 
vita l va rs ity p laye rs. With th eir 
increas ing and un stopp able talent, 
they wi ll no doubt continu e to be 
an asse t to the Ladycats . + 

'' "Crystal 
and 
Suntana 
bring in 
fresh blood 
and give us 
[the team] 
a sense of 
urgency; 
they are 
obvious 
assets to 
the team. 
If all the 
girls 
continue 
to work 
together 
well like we 
have been, 
and now 
with the 
freshmen 
being so 
strong, I 
think that 
this is 
definitely 
the year of 
the 'Cats' 
to 
represent 
at the state 
competition," 

-Beth Lesar, 
senior 
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Berger 
highlights 
.Hall of Fame 
indu ·ctees 

CoNGRATULATIONs/ Bob Berger and Jim Hahn, 
former Concord basketball coach shake 
hands after a 1980 era basketball game. 
Berger was recently inducted into the the 
Riley Hall of Fame. 

Every other year, Riley's a thletic 
departm en t selects n:ew members for their sports 
hall of fame . On Saturday, Janu ary 29, Riley 
induct ed 13 new member s. 

Science teacher and form er basketball 
coach Bob Berger was one of the 13 chosen to be 
in the Hall of Fame. Berger coached the boys' 
basketball team at Riley for 20 seasons. In his 
career he had a winnin g record of 240-202 and 
won five sectional titles. Those achievements 
hav e giv en him the most storied basketball 
career in Riley his tory. 

"Considering how far Riley a thletic s go 
back and how many great peopl e have been 
involved, it is a great honor to be selected to be 
in the Riley Hall of Fame," said Berger. 

Berger has mold ed many great play ers. 
A few of hi s top pla yers have been Derrick 
Wes ley (also a 2000 hall of fame selection) , 
Marcus Wilson, Rico Swanson, Andre Ow ens , 
and Riley's all-time leading scorer Eric Ford. 

Those player s have credentials. Wesley 
went on to Ball State where he became third on 
Ball State's all-tim e leading scorer list. Wilson 
play.ed college ball at Evansville , and was named 
confe.rence player of the year. Swanson went on 
to star at Bethel where he was nam ed nation al 
player of the year. Owens started in the NCAA 
final four with Oklahoma State, and 'Big Country' 
Bryant Reeves. 

Berger's best seaso n at the helm was his 
1990 team. He coac hed th e Wild ca ts to a 
sect ional and reg ional championship. 

'Tve had a lot of great moments as a 
coach. One of my best mo men ts wa s when we 
beat LaPort e 112-100 in the regional semi-finals 
of the 1990 seaso n. Peopl e describe it as the best 
hjgh-schoo l basketball gam e ever," expl ain ed 
Berger. 

Berger focused on teaching baske tball, 
but also teaching the game of life. 

'Tm proud of all my players that have 
come throu gh my syst em . It is grea t to see 
form er players contributing to socie ty, not being 
th e leeches of socie ty," sta ted Berge r. 

Berger called it quits in 1997. 
"It was my time to ret ire. I was very 

hap py about wh ere th e program was wh en I 
retired , and then Coach (Tom) DeBaets came in 
and he is doing an excep tional job," said Berger. 

In order to have a good pr esent pro gram 
there needs to be a solid found ation. Berger set 
that ba se over 20 years of coachin g excellence 
and solid play. Coach Berger gave Riley a lot 
more than five sectional titles. He gave the entire 
scho ol hi s time, dedication, and served as a role 
mod el. H e comm itt ed hi s life to the Riley 
tradition and gave all the stud ents someone to 
admir e. • 

Increased prices: decreased spirit 

By 

• 
Shhh! Do you hear that? 
That's right , nothin g. 
You heard nothing . That's what it sound s like 

at any number of Riley sporting events lately. 
What little noi se you do hear at a ga me or 

meet is usually not comin g from our side of the stand s. 
What has happ ened to this schoo l's 'school spirit '? 

When I was a fre shm an, th e sta nd s, 
particularl y at the baske tball games , were filled to 
capa city with screaming fans of all ages. I went to a 
recent boys' basketb all ga me at home, only to hav e to 
pay $4 to ge t in an d sit by a bun ch of freshm en. 

The freshm en think they are cool comin g to 
all of these events , but all they do is talk and half the 
time don 't even wa tch the game. The y might as we ll 
not come and waste thei r money. 

It doesn' t matter wha t sporting event yo u go 
to at Riley, it costs quite a bit of money to get in. It 
costs $4 to get into boys' and girls' basket ball games , 
and bo ys' and girls' sw im meets cost $3. I think th at 
one main reason tha t stud ent s don ' t parti cipate in 
cheering on their fellow classmate s is that it is just too 
expensive. Many people say, 'Why don't you just bu y 
an all-sports pass?' 

That' s a great idea, but about halfway throu gh 
the seco nd week o f school I had intention s to do just 
that when I was to ld that they no longer sell them, so 
that idea was out. 

So I, just like many other kid s, hav e to pay 
for each and eve ry game that I wan t to atte nd . This is 
why kid s would rather not go to the ga mes. 

I hav e a great way to pack the stand s, and at 
the same tim e give Riley H igh Schoo l home court 
adva nt age in every spor t. Let any kid in for free with 
a school I.D., or at least make all spo rting even ts $1. 

You would still make a large profit off all non ­
stud ent s and in th e proces s be creating imm ense 
school sp irit. 

Righ t now charg ing $4 for people to get int o 

a baske tball game just seems like another way to mak e 
some mon ey and that is not what high schoo l sports 
should be abo ut. 

The baske tball tea m do es not need new 
uniforms eve ry single year. I am sure that the tea m 
wo uld rather have th e sup p ort of 100 scre aming 
stud ents late in the fourth quarter than new uni forms . 

One spor t that fits my pro posal is the cross 
countr y team, specifically the boys . They do n't charge 
people to wa tch th em run th eir race, so a decent 
amount of kids show up . 

I w ill wa lk you throu gh it slow ly. It doesn ' t 
cost to get in, so the stud ent fans come. The student 
fans come, so the team is encou raged and has a higher 
confid ence. 

The team is encouraged and has a hi gher 
confide nce, so the team goes all the way to semi-sta te. 
Need I say more? 

This propo sa l can happe n and hopefu lly w ill 
op en som e eyes so th at stud en ts can star t a new 
tradition wi th a rejuvenated 'school spirit". • 

. \ -

Swimming 
Continued from page one 

going into the even t. Coach (Mike) 
Lub er ap proached me befo re the 
race and told me I had to win," said 
John son . 

Winnin g th e conf ere nce 
was redempti on for coach Smith . 

"After being the coach of 
the tea m th at lost the conferenc e 
streak two years ago , I feel like I 
have redee med m yse l f," sa id 
Smith . 

Jimmy McKee , and junior , Sam 
Peat , we nt 2, 3, and 4 to make the 
score 64-62 Riley. 

The Wildcats finished 1st 
(senior, Ryan Jesswe in, sophomor e, 
Mark Dubois , fres hm en, Kevin 
Blue, and Cavadi ni), 3rd in the 200 
free relay makin g the score 74-66. 
Anoth er 2nd (Blue), 3rd (senior, 
Marcus King) , 4th (Jesswe in) finjsh 
in th e 100 backstroke put Riley 
ahead by 12, 92-80. 

The 100 breasts trok e was 
won by John son who iced the meet 
for the Cats. 

"I didn 't know the score 

The last eve nt of the da y 
was the 400 free relay. The team of 
Jesswe in, Dubois, and the Cava dini 
bro thers won the race addin g insult 
to injury and giving the Cats a 102-
84 w in and the co nf eren ce 
champi ons hip . That race gave 
Loui s Cavadi ni hi s four th blu e 
ribbo n of the d ay. Dur in g 
Cava dini 's anchor leg the crowd 
showed their suppor t by rainin g 
down the cheers of 'N-1-C, N-I-C 
over the Pem1 be nch. 

"This was the bigges t meet 
I ever swam in. I am glad that I 
did a good job, " exclai med the 
yo un ger Cava dini. 

Winnin g th e co nfere nce 
was not a one person show but a 
team effort. 

"We only wo n five of the 
12 races bu t we had a lot of key 2nd , 
3 rd , a nd 4th p lace fini sh es . 
Everyo ne swa m fast times for us," 
exp lained Smith. 

It was tho se 2nd -4th place 
fini shes th at gave the 'Cats the 
vi ctory Th e d isappo int ed 
Kings men cou ld do nothin g but 
han g their heads as echos of Riley 
cheers filled the pool. • 
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Swifflmer remembers special night 
N·inMMtf 1i·N-Mi 

Sports Editor 

Throu ghout the day of the Riley-Penn sw im meet 
people ask ed me if I was nervou s. I tried to lie and 
say no but the shakin g of my legs did little to hid e my 
obv ious nervous ness . 

When the school da y end ed I went down to the 
pool. Ther e I sa t on the bench on the de ck. I felt like 
I could run miles and not eve r get tired. When we 
started to stretch as a tea m the nervousness increase d 
as the start of the mee t nea red. 

ln the locke r room prior to the mee t is your las t time 
to prepar e yo urse lf befo re yo u wa lk on the deck. I 
didn't need much he lp. Not onJy were we sw immin g 
again st Penn but it was for a confere nce title. There 
wa s also the noise of the crow d cheer ing that go t me 
ready to swim . 

When [ walked out onto the deck, I was in awe of 
the amount of stud ent s, facu lty, alumni , and parents 
who had packed the Riley poo l. 

While w were standin g as the Nntio11nl A nthem was 
being played the anxiety sta rted to build . 

When I dov e in the pool to swim my first eve nt, I 
was no longe r nervo us. My first swim was part of the 

Grant Jones 

PRE-GAME WARM Ups/ Junior Reggie 
Swanson warms up before a boys' varsity 
basketball game. Reggie is the point guard 
and the assists leader on a very strong 
wildcat team . 

medley relay. Throughout 
my sw im I rememb er 
being tir ed but 
no t s lowin g 
down . 

The first 
half of th e 
m ee t went 
quickl y. J ......... 111,;;..._ 

didn ' t know 
th e score but 
knew it was close. 
wasn't really 
nervous durin g the 
mee t becau se I was 
so involved in what 
was happening in the 
pool. 

When the score was 
tied at divin g eve ryone 
be lieved we co uld win. You 
could see it in their eyes. I knew 
we wo uld win. 

When th e final eve nt end ed, 
so lidifyin g our victory, the feeling was 

Boys' Basketball 
Continued from page on 

to do things to help the team win. The scoring is 
going to come, I am not too worried about it," said 
Taylor. 

Strong guard play has opened things up 
for the inside game. The Cats' top inside threat 
has been Dokes who averages a double, double 
with 13.2 ppg and 10.8 rebounds per game (rpg). 
Dokes leads the team in blocks with 29. 

"As long as we win, I don't care how man y 
points I score. One thing I try to do is grab a certain 
amount of rebounds," commented Dokes. 

During a season of Riley players stepping 
up, no one has stepped up more than senior 
forward Darrell Foster. Foster is third on the team 

'' 
in scoring 
behind Taylor 
and Dokes 
with 10.9 
ppg. Foster 
grabs 4.5 rpg 
which also 
stands third 
on the team. 

"Darrell 
is a guy that 
we ( coaching 

-Tom DeBaets staff) gave a 
Head Coacll role to and he 

J1I has done his ---------::1111':•::III"".._ job well. He 
doesn't care if 
he scores. He 

just goes out and plays hard," explained DeBaets. 
Another inside contributor has been senior 

forward John Fisette. Fisette has chipped in 5.6 
ppg and 4.9 rpg. 

"This season if we lose a 
game I think it is because 
we beat ourselves. So far 
that is a proven thing. The 
three games we have lost 
this year are aue to our own 
mistakes. we are our own 
worst enemy,» 

The boy ballers have hit a speed bump on 
their way to success . Fisette and Przygoada have 
been suspended for an undetermined amount of 
time for violating team rules. 

"We are going to miss those guys. John 
was just starting to fit into the system . This is just 
something we are going to have to overcome," said 
Dokes . 

Without Fisette and Przygoada other 
players will have to step up. Juniors Mark Wtlson 
(2.9 ppg) and Mark Woodmore (2 .. 7 ppg) will pick 
up Fisette's minutes and sophomore Brian Foster 
(2.6 ppg) sho uld get more minutes in the backcourt . 

The boy ballers will get a tough test on the 
road against conference rival Washington later in 
the season. 

"This season if we lose a game I think it is 
because we beat ourselves. So far that is a proven 
thing. The three games we hav e lost this year are 
due to our own mistake s. We are our own worst 
enemy," stated DeBaets. 

As the confere nce season comes to a close 
the top players are starting to shape out. Dokes 
and Taylor each have a grea t chance to earn a spot 
on an all conference team. Last year no one on the 
team received a conferen ce honor. + 

like no other I had ever felt in organized spor ts before. 
I just sat there trying to absorb everything 
around me. When we shook Penn 's hands 
after the meet, I don't rem ember anything 
they said. I was on cloud nin e. We go t 
over to the student section and sang the 
school song. It was contro lled chaos . 

Now that I sit back and reflect on that 
magical night, I wonder how we beat 

them . Were we mor e talent ed than they 
were? Maybe . 

Were we better prepared than they were? 
Prob ably. Did they overlook us? Quite 
possibly. But I think it just came down 
to two thin gs: one , we want ed it more 

than they did , and two, we wa nted 
to co ntinu e the tradition o f th e 

swim mers that came befor e us . Is that 
what m ade us swim fast e r than I 

expected us to? Most likely. Everyone 
on our team swam faster than a lot of 

people imagined them to. It was a night 
that I will neve r forge t. It was a special 

night. + 

Lady Hoopers 
Continued from page two 

spotted up for thr ee and found nothin g but the bottom 
of the net as the 'Ca ts too k their fourth NIC victor y. 
They are curr ently 5-2 in the NIC with a ga me aga inst 
Washin gton remainin g. Washin gton poses as a hu ge 
thr ea t to Riley as th ey remain und efea ted in the 
conference and hold a 13-1 record. 

Norman has been a major contributer to man y 
wins as she curr entl y hold s a 23.6 point - 11.3 rebound 
per ga me average. Granderso n is the seco nd high 
scorer as she pull s in an ave rage of 16.3 po ints per 
ga me af}q _9.2 rebound s. Co min g off the bench is 
senior Beth Lesa r. Lesar is a hu stle p layer who does 
the little thin gs that aid the 'Ca ts in conqu er ing their 
opponents . Also com ing off the bench as a versa tile 
player is soph omor e, Missy King. King, a guard , who 
play s as an occasional forward , is showing strength 
in both po sitions as she gives starting pla yers a res t. 

Megyes i sport s a thre e-guard, two -forward 
lin eup to count eract th e tea m's lac k of size with 
qui ckness . A yo un g offensive squ ad is backed by a 
so lid strin g of upp ercl ass men lea de rship on th e 
backcourt. Phillip s, Marbley, and juni or Lisa Cowpe r 
balan ce the un experi ence of Grander son and Norman 
in the front by holdin g a defense that has on ly allowed 
four loses . 

The Ladycats are now lookin g to the futur e 
for a section al champion ship title. " T h e 
sectional thi s year is wide open. Washin gton is not in 
our sectional so the top three teams to wat ch ou t for 
will be Riley, Penn, and Clay. I think what it will come 
dow n to who works the hard est and who gets the 
luckies t," said Megyes i. 

Although the team has already show n vast 
amount s of improv ement this yea r there is still a lot 
that needs to be work ed on before the 'Ca ts are ready 
to take the court for the first section al game, accordin g 
to Megyesi. 

"We can' t let our good record trick us into 
thinkin g that we don ' t have to continu e to work hard 
at practice and especia lly in all of the sectional games," 
Megy esi exp lained. "I have a lot of confid ence in the 
team going into sectiona ls. They've been work ing 
hard all seaso n, and they de serve it. Now they just 
have to wa nt it bad enough ." 

"It's (the team's play) a big up scale from last 
year. We've clicked really we ll. We've been wo rkin g 
extremely hard at every practice all yea r, for every 
game, not just sectionals, so we have a lot of confid ence 
thi s yea r. There's no pr essure. We' re going to go into 
eve ry sectional ga me the same way we've gone into 
eve ry reg ul ar season ga m e; wit h determination , 
hu stle, and cer taint y," adde d Phillip s. 

The sectional final and semi-fin al will be held 
on Ri ley's hom eco urt. Tourn ame nt p lay beg in s 
February 15, and the final game wi ll be p layed on 
Febru ary 19. 

The Ladycat s came int o thi s seaso n wit h 
everyo ne, includin g themselves, doubtin g their ability. 
They have p icked up the pieces of a girls' basket ball 
program that was left for them and rebui lt it into a 
team th at refus es to accep t fa ilur e. They have 
accompli shed an out standi ng winnin g seaso n. + 


