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RileY-'s blue ribbon is getting noticed 

Day by Day 

Monday 

Week 

Review Staff 
The Riley Review 

► Riley has been, named · 
one of best schools in the 
state. 

Accord ing to principal. George 
McCullough, Jr .. Rjley High School 
is the 'besr kept secret' in town . 

He is speaking about Riley being 
named one of twelve 'blue ribbon· 
secondary schools in Indiana. 

Diversity is Riley's hallmark, and 
excel lence is .its strength. Students at 
Riley represent eleven nationalities, 
seven races, and speak eleven lan­
guages. Riley's neighborhoods are 
economically diverse as well . Stu ­
dents who live in half million dollar 

Compiled by Sarah Michalos 
Viewpoints Editor 

Enjoying cultures 
To help students realize the different 

elements involved in diversity 

Celebration of 
diversity, star signing 
activity, hanging of the 
flag, opening of the 
RHS art exhibit 

To assist students in coming to an 
appreciation of the diversity among 

To showcase the talents and 
achievements of various sectors 

of this diverse student body 
Tuesday Special Ed. 

Diversity Activity 

Wednesday 
Taste of diversity, school-wide 
cultural trivia test-300 winners get a 
diverse meal 

To bring about a feeling of 
greater unity among all 

members of the Riley 
family 

Thursday Diversity sports 

Friday 

To promote greater 
understanding and 

cooperation 

Celebration of diversity in the theatre, all classes 
are invited, two events in the morning, including 
Gospel Choir, Orchestra, String Quartet, and 

among the 
diverse 

members o( 
this student 

body 
activities with teachers. 

News at a glance 
■ Homecoming 

Mike Green was crowned 
the 2002 Homecom ing King . 
Court included Phillip Cusic , 
Chris Eikleberry, Kynan 
O ' Hara, Adam Neve l, Bobby 
Ullery, John Willis , and Roger 
Wiltfong . 

■ Scholastic Keys 
The follow ing students re­

ceived awards in the Northern 
Indiana Regiona l Art competi­
tion held at Century Ce nter. 
Gold and Silver Keys and Hon­
orable Mentions went to An­
drea Ga1tce, Ashley Fragomeni, 

Heather Cook, Corinne Betz, 
D .J. Charmat, Lyndsey 
Chapman, Sher ell Wardlow, 
Stacey Turza, Kev id Aris, An­
drew Kirksey, Alain Helfrich, 
Geoff Duncanson, Liz Hooser, 
Connor McDona ld, and 
Amanda Lea l. 

mansions attend class alongside stu­
dents who live on public assistance. 
However, although Riley is w·ban, its 
students excel in the academic, ath­
letic and extracurricular arenas. 

and community partnerships. and its 
student performance on achievement 
tests. 

According to Dr. Suellen Reed, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Riley was selected frir its high atten• 
dance and graduation rates along with 
its challenging stand&rds and curricu­
lum. 

Lieutenant Governor Joseph 
Kernan noted Riley as a state-of-the­
art complex that empabsizes technol ­
ogy while providing students with 
skills to face the 21st century. He said 
that Riley has a cutting -edge, student 
centered approach to education. 

Riley was selected for the award 
after an intensive year of self evalu­
ation. A comu1ittee of twelve 
teachers and administrators studied 

every aspect of Ri Icy ·s academic pro­
grams and compiled an exhaustive 
report which was submitted to Dr. 
Suellen Reed at the Indiana Depart­
ment of Education in October. Riley 
was notified of its winning status a 
month later. 

.. 

Blue Ribbon secondary schools 
are chosen every other year; elemen­
tary schools are chosen on the 

Reed also mentioned that Riley 
won the award for its excellent teach­
ing environment, its school. family 

■ See Blue Ribbon: on 
page two \ 

CONGRATS: The South 
Gateway Association 
congratulated Riley with 
two of these billboards 
ori Michigan and Main Street. 

Teaching staff lacks minoriti{;~ 
Tara Stokes --- -

Editor-in-Chief 

Although the corporation is 
in the midst of a court batt le 
over the controversial Plan Z, 
there is an important issue that 
is being ignored. The numbe r 
of minority teac hers in the 
South Bend Community 
School Corporat ion is low. 
Only 9.6 percent of the 
corporation 's teacher s are mi­
nority. 

"I feel the lack of minority 
teachers is a press ing issue. I 
believe in diversity, and we 
need to take a look at the diver­
sity in the schoo ls and class ­
rooms," said George 
McCullough, principal. 

In the year 2000, there were 
1,544 teache rs in the entire cor­
poration. Out of that number 
148 of them were black. 

"Compared to the increas­
ing numbe r of minority stu ­
de nts in th e So uth Bend 
schools , that number is very 
low," said Sue Pantoja, English 
t.eacher. 

According to the Office of 
Administ rat ive Research , only 
29.2 percent of South Bend stu­
dents are white. Black, His-

■ Blue Ribbon 
Riley High Schoo l was se­

lected as a finalist in Lhe Blue 
Ribbon Competition. Riley did 
not, however, make it to the 
national level. Almost all scores 
were extremely high and Riley 
was asked to apply aga in. 

panic, A~ian, Indian, and mul­
tiracia l sr·udents comp rise of 
50 .8 percent of the student 
body. Twenty percent are either 
Spec ial Educa tion or Adu lt 
Educat ion. 

Desegregation laws stipu­
late that the number of black 
teachers in each school must be 
within plus or minus five per­
centage 
points of the 
tota l number 
of black stu­
dents in the 
corporation. 
The compli ­
ance ranges 
for the 2000-
2001 school 
did not mee t 
those stan ­
dards. 
According to 
McC ull ough 
the number of 
min-ority 
teachers at Riley could be im­
proved . 

"However, there are more 
minority teachers here at Riley 
than at any other high schoo l," 
said McCulloug h. 

Pantoja 1 who is an advocate 
of increasing the number of mi­
nority teachers, only recen tly 

■ Sectionals 
The boys ' swim team won 

sect ionals on February 14 and 
16. Seven team members quali­
fied for state including Louis 
and David Cavadini , Ma rk 
Dubois, Brian Johnson, Andy 
Ray, and Chris Denton . 

became aware of the situation. 
"I was read ing through the 

P lan Z book let left in the 
teacher's lounge when I read 
the numbers. I was shocked," 
said Pantoja. 

One of the major reasons for 
Pantoja 's concern is the ever 
growing population of minor­
ity students in the corporation. 

"It jus t 
seems that as the 
number of minor­
ity stude nt s in­
creases, so should 
the number of mi­
nority teache rs . 
They [minorities] 
should be repre­
sented throughout 
the teaching 
fi e ld. " said 
Pantoja. 

According 
to Pantoja, minor­
ity stude nts wil l 
benefi t grea t ly 

from having a teacher of the 
same race. 

"I fee l all students woul d 
like to have someone they feel 
they can relate to. Kids need 
role models and mentors at their 
schools, especia lly of the same 

■ See Minority: on 
page two 

■ Best Olympians 
On Saturday, February 16 

the Science Olymp iad team 
won first place at regionals . 
Team members will be go ing 
down to the state competition 
in Bloomington on March 23 . 

-------
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This is the laW" 
What is Public Law 221? 

Public Law 221, a law passed by the Indiana legislation, affects all 
schools in Indiana including Riley. PL-221 is a school improvement 
and accountability legislation, and its intent is to raise the academic 
achievement of all Indiana students by giving each school the 
authority to develop its own plan to improve student achievement. 
Its success is important because 1aiture has unsatisfactory conse­
quences. Schools must show improvement ln ISTEP scores and 
other measures, such as attendance and graduation rate. The law 
involves everyone. Parents, teachers, the principal, and the 
community together are working together to ensure the success of 
the law. 

Who is involved? 

Steering Committee 
Principal Teachers Parents 

George McCullough Ed Linetty Calvin Johnson 
Billie Newman Jill Marston 

Christine Phillips 
Jan Witherell 

Community Reps 
Charlie Asher 
Michael Patton 

What will happen? 

July 1, 2001 
PL-221 takes effect. 

■ Blue Ribbon: 
( continued from page 
one) 

alterna te years. 

"' , 

Senator Evan Bayh noted Riley's 
high academic standa rds. It was one of 
the first two schoo ls in Indiana to pass 
the state Perform ance Based Accredi ­
tation and North Central Accreditation 
tests. 

Business Rep 

Jim Frick 

March1, 2002 Riley 
submits School 

► Improvement Plan to 
superintendent 

pal , and the last thirteen as the lead ad­
ministrator. 

He emphas izes that his number one 
goal has been 'the children' and he has 
worked hard to create a 'fami ly' atmo­
sphere where everyone feels accepted. 

And its true , a 2001 summa cum 
laude graduate Beth Marsha ll, editor of 
the Riley Review , had her choice of high 
schools when her family moved to South 
Bend fro m Utah fou r years ago . 

"I chose "We decided to ap­
p.ly for the Blue Ribbon 
Award because we felt 
the need tO communi­
cate to our community 
how good we are. We 
wanted to get the word 
out that our school ca n 
compete with any other 
ou t there ,"sa id 
McCullo ugh. 

'' 
Riley ," because 
the principal made 
me feel accepted. 
It was the only 
school where 
someone remem­
bered my name. I 
felt I would fit in," 
she said. 

Our students are sue-

Winn ing the B lue 
Ribb on Awa rd ha s 
been one of 
McCu l lough 's lo ng 
time goa ls for Riley. 

ceeding, winning scholar­
ships and recognition 
and competing in the 

work world. Our partner­
ships are working, and 
our test scores are up. 

Congressman 
T im Roemer 
noted that each 
stude nt is served 
" individuall y at 
Ril ey, " and the 
"ove rwh el ming 
pride and attitude 

He exp la ined, 
" Our studen ts can 

-George McCoullough 

'' Principal 

compete with those at 
any other school, and they can compete 
once they are in co llege and in the 
workforce ." He also said, "We have 
outstanding programs and progre ssive 
partnerships with local businesses . Our 
partnersh ip with Coca Co la now brings 
in $ I 0,000 in scholarships each year for 
our students." 

McCullough noted that the teach ­
ers are excep tional ly caring and he said 
that, "Although we are an urban school, 
we are safe. Teachers, staff and students 
are never afraid to walk the halls, to eat 
in our cafeteria, to enjoy coffee with 
their colleagues and peers ." 

McCullough has led Riley for 19 
years, spendin g six as assistant princi -

among the teach­
ers, students, staff and parents," set it 
apa1t from other schools. 

"We a re an urb an school tha t 
works,"he said. "Our stude nts arc suc­
ceeding, winning scho larships and rec­
ognition and competing in the wo rk 
world. Our partnersh ips are working, and 
our test scores are up." 

"And, " he continued, "We have third 
and fourth generation families who have 
graduated from Riley. People love liv­
ing on the south side of town. Riley is 
one of the reasons they stay here." ■ 

Public Law-221 to improve Riley 
7 sub-committees 

1 Professional 

Development 

2 L 
. E _ _______-,t .. 

earning nVlrOnmen Mike Megyesi 

"We look at things like the environment 
of the school, how students feel about 
school, an alternative schedule (is block 
four better than six day period?), and 
parents and students perception of 
schools. If we have a problem out there 
we need to try to correct these things or 
inform people if there is a misconcep­
t ion." 

3 Goals and Strategies 

4 Curriculu~ 

"My committee is concerned with goals 
which are central and significant. We have 
to have attainable goals and we need 
strategies to achieve those goals. The two 
most important goals are raising ISTEP 
scores and attendance. We hope to offer an 
ISTEP class next year as part of the schedule 
as well as before and an after-school 
remediation program." 

5 Data Collection and Mary Finley 

Analysis 

6 Parent/Co~ 

"Our job is to identify strengths and 
weakesses in the present system and to 
document continuous improvement. We 
take all data from state website and 
present it to our staff and community to 
help them to understand the data. We also 
work with analyzing ISTEP and 
NWEA(Ninth grade ISTEP). We also help 
analyze surveys." 

Involvement 

7 School Profi~ 
"Our committee is charged with examining the 
present structure of community involvement and 
to suggesting ways to increase support from 

April 1,2002 
Superintendent approves 

or returns SIP with 
recommendations to Riley. 

May 1, 2002 Riley 
submits SIP to 
School Board 

■ Minority: 
( continued from 
page one) 
race. I think it would have a 
pos itive cffeet on srudcnts to 
see adults of their race work­
ing in jobs other than the food 
servk<:: and custodial fields, al­
though those are perfectly re­
spectable j obs:' said Pantoja. 

An expert in the field of mi­
nority students and teachers in 
a school setting, Dr. 

. ...- . __.-..,._: 

different groups. We talked about naving an 

James Stebbins 

informal session where different departments and 
upperclassmen meet with upcoming 8th graders. 
We are also working with South Gateway to build a 
Hall of Fame for students who have distinguished 
themselves." 

June 1, 2002 
School Board 
approves SIP 

person teaching them under­
stands their Ii ving situation . f 
think this could definitely make 
the school system more suc ­
cessful."' said Panto_ja. 

The main goal of Payne's 
book is educating people about 
the differences that separate 
economic classes and then 
teaching them skills to bridge 
those gu Ifs. 

June 30, 2002 
School submits SIP to 

Department of Education 

teachers don't understand why 
a student from poveny is cbron.i­
cally acting out or is not grasp ­
ing a concept even after re ­
peated explanations. At the 
same time, the student doe~n't 
understand what he/she is ex­
pected to produce and why. 

Payne discusses at length the 
social cues or ·'hidden niles" 
that govern bow we think and 
interact in society; and the sig­
nificance of those rules in a 
classroom . R u b y 

p a y 11 e , ~r,._OJ\.'N AN1' -.~,1~ Payne presents the issues 
teaches di- (\' S-ft>.Fr~ "''';~~-;,~:.--_, central to teaching students 
v er s i t y \ \~1':::i ~ uji\ \,©\-~--. , ,.. from poverty. then takes the 
through the ~p 1,1;:) ~ next step by offering tools Fae-
use of rcalis- ~ 1jj '\a~ ~ ulty can use inuncdiatcly to 
tic teaching ~ ~ -qj. ~ • ~ improve the quality of teach-
scenarios. ~ w,::,, ,,a~ ~ ing in their classrooms. 

In her book, \~@ l;li!l ~G\ ~ ~ ~ "In the real world, there is 
Framework fur \ \ ai;\ \!;\ '.Z-~ • so much diversity. I think 
Undersra11ding \ ~'i\ ~-----.:iK ,...;---_________ ......., having a more diverse teach-
Poverty, Payue \;:: -- _____. ______.-------,._~ ing populat ion would prepare 
focused attention 

Pa)•ne ·s thesis for students of all races for the:ir on sources of sup-
"' Ii 1· c 11 Framework is sim 0 le . Jndi- jobs. Most likely their work-pon. or resources, w ,.. 

might or might not be present viduals accustomed to personal place will be represented by 
in a stndenCs life. poverty think and act differ- people of all classes and races, 

"This issue is not just about ently from people in the middle and they need to be equipped 

race. it is about different and upper economic classes . properly for that,'' said Pantoja. 
classes being represented i.n the Most teachers today come ■ 

scJmol.s;• said Pantoja. from middle-class back-
''A child. and not grounds.Economicclassdiffer -

neccesari ly a minority chitd. ences, in an educational setting, 
will relate, and therefore per- often make both teaching and 
fom1 better knowing that the learning challenging. Too often, 

/I 

I 
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BOYS 
The Review/ February, 2002 

• 
Should girls be able 
to play on the same 

sports teams as boys? 

In Depth 

GIRLS 

Title IX enforces sexual equality in sports 
Chelsea Steele 
Sports Editor 

► Title IX : No person in the 
United States shall, on the 
basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any 
education programs or activity 
receiving federal assistance . 

T 
itle IX has single-handedly had the best 
and worst affect on spo rt s across 
America in the past three decade s. 

Its propone nts are passionate about 
its cause, but its opponents are equally deter ­
mined to overturn it. 

►What is Title IX? 
Accord ing to www.schillerlawflrm .com Title 

IX was a part of the 1972 Education Amendment 
made to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It re­
quires gender equality for athletes in scholar­
ships, paitic ipation oppo1tunities, treatment, and 
benefits . -lt also covers a wide range of equality 
issues, includ ing the provision of equipment and 
supplies, schedu ling games and practices, and 
provision of fac ilities. 

Schille r Law Firm, loca ted in Cooke ville, 
Tennessee, specializ es in representing females 
in Title IX cases. Whi le they recognize that ad­
vancements have been made on behalf of female 
athletes at the college level, more progres s is 
needed in high school, middle schoo l, and el­
ementary sports program s. 

"ff girls are to compete for ever-expanding 
opportunities in athletics at the colleg iate level, 
they need to develop the necessary skills at the 
earlier grade levels," said Schiller. 

Recent legal cases have made improvements 
in female sports at the high schoo l, ju nior high, 
and elementary school levels. 

"Schiller Law Firm has filed numerous Title 
IX lawsuits in federal court and has prevailed in 
each and every one," stated the firm. 

►The Pros 
While women 's sports seem like an every day 

occurrence, 30 years ago they were not the norm. 
Mai·cia Kovas attended LaSalle High Schoo l in 
the mid ' 70s and join ed the boys' tennis team in 
1974. 

"T here was no female tenni s team, " said 
Kovas. "The only thing there was for females 
when I struted high school was cheer leading." 

Kovas grew up near Leeper Park and played 
tennis frequent ly. When she entered high schoo l, 

she was encouraged to join the boys' tennis team 
by older girls who were already members of the 
team. Even though girls' sports were almost non­
exis tent, very few girls chose to play on male 
teams . Although it was the only option for her 
at the time, Kovas still encou ntered disapprov al 
from some individual s about her decision . 

"A lot of people asked me why I played for 
the boys' team," said Kovas. "At the time, I 
thought it would be a learning experience ." 

Despite feeling intimidated by her stronger 
and bigger teammates, Kovas continued to play 
on the boys' team for almost two years. Dur ing 
her junior year, Title IX went into effect and 
Kovas was able to jo in the newly formed girls' 
team . 

According to Kovas, Title IX was met with 
resentme nt from males who thought fundin g 
would be cut from their own programs. 

"On the St. Joe tennis team a boy dec ided to 
play on the gi rls' team because of Title IX just 
being passed," recalled Kovas . "He did it for a 
political state ment, but he helped them win the 
state championship . A lot of girls though t it was 
unfair, but if they could do it Goin the oppos ite 
sex's team), so could he." 

Contra ry to males ' fears, Kovas does not re­
member any boys' sports be ing cut. Instead, she 
remembers girls' sport s gradually being added 
to schoo l athletic programs:-Kovas feels that the 
addition of women's sports has been an impor­
tant part of helping women social ize, exercise, 
and learn to work with a team. 

"As women's sports have grown, it has cre­
ated women athletes," said Kovas. "When I was 
in high schoo l, being a cheerleade r was the thing 
to be . Now, girls want to be on the team." 

►The Cons 
While female athletes continue to praise Title 

fX, a growing number of complaints are emerg ­
ing. The Prep Page is a website devoted to fight­
ing Title IX with facts , quotes, and opportuni ties 
to contac t senator s regarding the issue. The sta­
tisti cs reveal the dark side of Tit le IX. 

The Prep Page report s that since Title [X re­
quires equal opportunities for both gende rs, 
schools cannot offer multiple male teams and 
only a couple female teams. If there is not enough 
funding available for female sports program s, 
cuts have to be made to the male programs . This 
could result in the loss of teams, players, or schol­
arships . 

Since 1973, 20,900 male athletic opportu11i­
ties have been eliminat ed across the country and 
only 5,800 women' s programs have been added, 
accord ing to The Prep Page . 

While every male sport has been affected by 
Title IX in one way or another, wrest ling pre­
sides as the most affected male athle tic program. 
Over 375 wrestling programs have been dropped 

since Title IX, but there are more parti cipants in 
high schoo l wrestling overall than ever before. 

Since wrestling ranks as the sixth most popu­
lar high schoo l sport, there is enough interest tO 

support the co llegiate programs . But lack of 
funding and the threat of females joining the 
teams has encouraged many colleges to elimi­
nate their wrestling programs. 

Brandon Sandefur, senior, has seen the dam­
age of Title IX on wrestling programs firsthand. 
Although he admits it's not exactly difficult to 
find co lleges with wrestling pro- gra m s, 
locatin g small colleges with 
smalle r classe s and wres­
tling is a challenge. In fact, 
all schools in the Sou th­
easte rn Confere nce have 
entirely eliminated their 
wrestling programs. 

"(Ti lie IX) has 
hurt wrestling," said 
Sandefu r. 
"They give very few 
full rides (to wres­
tle rs) . Now, even at 
Division I, all you' re 
go ing to find is half 
scholarships ." 

► The Results 
According to John 
Berta, Athletic Di­
recto r, Riley has 
never had any law-

su its or articles filed against it regard ing Title IX. 
"Yes, we've had complaints, but not legal 

complaints," said Berta . 
As compla ints have been made, they have 

been addressed and changes have been made. But 
as Berta points out, sometimes it is difficult to 
know how much to change . 
"Each change can infringe on something else," 
explained Berta. "G irls' sports filled a void and 
grew." 

Girls' basketball and volleyba ll were among 
the first female sports added, and swimming and 
cross-country were added around 1978. The most 

recent addition was girls' go lf in 
1998 . 

"Parents usually brought the 
interest in a sport to attention 

to begin a team," said Bena. 
While the surge of women's 

sports in Amer ica can be 
attributed primarily to 

Tit le IX, so can the 
decline of co lle­
giate wrest ling . 
Tt wi l l likely 
take more than 
a few games to 
determine the 
winner of the 
Title lX de­

bate. ■ 
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STOP! NO GIRLS All..OWED: Kendra Reynolds, freshman, proves she can 
keep up wit h junior Adam Scholtes during a friendly after school game. 

Female athletes struggle to wear the pants on boys' teams 
Katie Grembowicz 

-- -- -- -
Writing Specialist 

Girls have made it a long way s ince the cor­
set wea ring days of the early J 900's and t.he bra 
burning days of the l 970's . Women are begin ­
ning to be paid the same amount as a man for 
doing the same job. they ' re no longer expected 

• • to be pregnant and barefoo t op1n1on al home, and they 're even 
encouraged to become 

powerful figures in the world. 
But there is still anothe r barrier that women 

are j ust beg inning to break down . For a long 
time, women have been a force in sports. Be­
sides the Olymp ics, women's spor ting events 
were rarely televised or put much emphasis on. 
But lately it seems that women have become a 
force to be reckoned with in the sporting world, 
and women's spo!ts teams are more popular than 
ever. 

It's not ju st older wome n in the WNBA 
(Womens' National Basketball Assoc iation) or the 
LPGA (Ladies' Professional Golf Association) . 

half. She admitted that there were some struggles 
playing with all boys, but given the choice to 
play with all gir ls or boys, she would sti II choose 

Girls o f all ages are participating in 
many more sports, including ones 
that have been previously deemed 
'boys' sports." 

This phenomenon has been hap­
pening all over the world , including 
right here at Riley. Recently , there 
have been girls join ing the wrestling 
and football teams, and the girls' and 
boys' swimming teams have been 
practicing together in the same pool 
since 2000. 

And even with all the contro ­
versy surroundin g some of these 
girls, they've held their heads high 
and have been successful with their 
goals. 

Nickie Myers, senior, played on 

,,-
When you play 

with all girls, you 
don't get the 

same feel for the 
game. 

-Nickie Myers 
Senior 

'' 

the boys 
"A lot of the guys said they 

didn't want me to get hurt, and some 
of them didn't talk to me because 
they thought I shouldn ' t be play ing, 
but I still had a lot of fun . The guys 
just have a better game style , and I 
like the aggressiveness. When you 
play with all girls. you don't get the 
same feel for the game," she said . 

But Steve Palmer, sopho-
more and varsi ty football player, 
says that given the choke, the boys 
wouldn't choose for the girls to play 
with them. 

the Penn hockey team for almost a year and a 

"We just cou ldn't be our­
selves ," he said, "Sarah (Tidwell) 
was cool and everything, but we had 

to be worried about what we said and did all the 

time so we wou ldn't offend her or Be cky 
(Nijak) ." 

Coach Jim Berger, head football coach, said 
that he didn't think it affected his players at all. 

"The only change we really had Lo make was 
better locker room supe rvision, but in terms of 
coaching, everything was done the same," he said. 
And John Berta, athletic director. said that he 
doesn' t foresee greater female interest in p lay­
ing on boys' sports teams to come. 

"We've had some interest from a few girls, 
but not even all the ones who come ou t for teams 
stay on them. The only other girl on our footba ll 
team was Allison Nickle, and our only other girl 
on a boys' team was a wrestler about four years 
ago . Girls that want to play on boys' teams are 
few and fat· between," he comment ed . 

So it looks like it may be a Jong time before 
girls at Riley feel like they're welcome on male 
teams, but all barrier s are broken down one brick 
at a time. ■ 

Art /Jy SaLina Solkhe, Staff Artist 



Center 

Experiencing 
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9:30 pm 

We left for the rave 
about 9:30 pm. It was 
in an abandoned ware­

house. 

10:30 pm 

It was dark inside and 
there were six DJ's. 
The laser show had 
already started so I 
walked around and 
talked to friends. 

11:00 pm 

Met up with dealer, 
bought six pills for $1 0 

a piece. 

Page 4fi . 

11:30 pm 

Took two pills with 
water, and started 

rolling (using Ecstasy) 
after 45 minutes. 
Started dancing. 

Ecstasy; the truth a 
Raves, risks, and reasons behind the increased us~ 

Chelsea Steele/ Adriann Shea 
Sports Editor/Business Manager 

► The music is loud, electronic, 
and fast. The lights and glows ticks 
make the room colorful. The dance 
floor is filled with dancing 'ravers, ' 
and the vibe is positive, according 
to Sarah Welton, freshman. 

Raves formally were known as 
a place for teens and young adults 
to go have fun , dance, and be safe. 
Throughout recent years, however, 
raves have proved to be hot spots 
for Ecstasy users and dealers. 

They seek posi tive energy and good vibes. They ignore the dan­
gers . They are becom ing more common. They use Ecstasy (also 
known as X). 

Welton exp lains that when she is rolling , a term used to describe 
the feeling your body gets while you arc high on Ecstasy, and danc­
ing, her favorite pan is the lightshow s. A lightshow is a dance that is 
enhanced with glow sticks. Since X enhances a person's feelings 
and senses, the movement of the lights enthralls the person who is 
rolling. 

Ecstasy is typically available in tablet or capsule form and is 
occasiona ll y prod uced as a powder. Accord ing to w.lec .org 
www.lec.org Ecstasy is made from a chemical compound known as 
Methyline Dioxmethamphetam ine (MOMA) . 

However, many manufacturers of Ecstasy use a variety of other 
ingredients along with MOMA to produce the pills they sell as Ec­
stasy . 

"(Ecstasy) can contain even more powerful drugs such as heroin 
or LSD," said Precious A, an anonymous Ecstasy user. "You can 
never be sure of what you are going to get." 

MDMA acts as a stimulant to the central nervo us system . Whe n 
drug users take Ecstas y, a neurotransmitter in the brain called sero­
to nin is affected. Sero tonin controls the body's sensat ions of hun­
ger, fatigue, and depressio n. 

Adequate amounts of serotonin allow the body's awareness to 
sense hunger and fatigue. Being able to react to the body's need for 
rest and nourishment provokes a feeling of being emotio nally stable, 

Ecstasy: or MDMA 

or 1speed' with mind-altering or 

says www.lec.org. Howeve r, inadequate amounts or serotonin de­
sensitize the body hunger and fatigue, which wi ll eventuall y lead to 
depression. 

USA Today quoted resea rch on February 11, 2002, that indicates 
that Ecstasy causes long-term deficits of serontonin production in 
the brain. 

Although short -term effects of using Ecstasy include enhanced 
senses, users risk long-t erm feelings of fatigue and depression for 
the rest of their Ii ves. 

It has become the drug of choice among white middle class youths . 
The study also revealed that emergency room data indicates that X is 
increasingly used by marijuana users. Tablets seized by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration increa sed from 13,343 in 1996, to 
949,257 in 1999 in the USA. 

Statistics have shown that 1.5 percent of Americans (3.4 million ) 
had used X at least once during their lifetime. The heaviest use was 
reported for those betwe en 18 and 25 years old at 5 percent or 1.4 
million people. For the second year in a row the use of X for tenth 
and twelveth graders has increased . 

Raves: all-night dance parties that are held in settings such as vacant warehouses. They have 

music, offer a variety of high-tech entertainment, and often incorporate the use of drugs. 

This is your brain ... this is your brain on Ecstasy 

Anxiety and paranoia 

----- Euphoria 

Enhanced mental or 
emotional clarity 

Feelings of well-being 

Heavier doses can cause hallucinations, sensations of lightness 
and floating, depression, paranoid thinking, and violent, 

irrational behavior. 

Long term effects include the destruction of serotonin-produc­
ing neurons in the brain. These areas in the brain control ag­
gression, mood, sexual activity, sleep and sensitivity to pain. 

Information courtesy ofwwwtcada .. sta,te.L1:.us 

Other ·side effects of Ecstasy 

Loss of appetite 

Nausea 

Vomiting 

Blurred vision 

Increased heart rate and blood pressure 

Muscle tension 

Faintness 

:"Chills 

Sweating 

Tremors 

Reduced appetite 

Insomnia 

Convulsions 

Riley's rav, 
A survey of 72 F 

various 

Have you ever t 
rave? 

Did you use Ecs 
any other drug 1 

there? 

Do you know a1 
who has or doe 
Ecstasy? 

The nation', 
Use of Ecstasy ar 

19 

19951 

1998 
2001 
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New rules dampen school spirit 
Tara Stokes 

Editor-in-Chief 

A 
huge part of high school for the 

majority of teenagers is athlet ics. 
We love to participate in all of the 
activities that surround them, in 
e lu ding pep assemb li es and 

games. 
This is a time for students to unite with one 

goal in mind : to cheer on their school. Diffe r­
ences seem to disappear. There's no talk about 
who's wear ing what. Lots of the kids are dressed 
from head to toe in Riley gear. There's no gos­
siping about who d id what with whom. Every ­
one is too invo lved in the game to care. And 
most of all , there are no worries about what group 
you are associated with at school. All that mat­
ters is that you arc a fan . 

Although many stude nts wo uld love to color 
their hair, it is banned, even in the name of school 
spirit. Fine, there are many other ways to sup­
port your schoo l, suc h as decorating t-shir ts, 
decorati ng the gym, making s igns ... oh wait. 

Not only are signs ban ned, so are noise mak­
ers, fan tunnels , and fans on the co urt. No fans 
on the court is a rule that seems logical . Th is new 
policy only applies to sectional games and is be­
ing enforced by the Indiana High School Ath ­
letic Association . 

The re is no reason for a fan to be 
permitted on the court s. That en-
sures the safety of the girls 
or boys playing . But why 
the crack down on stu­
dents showing thei r 
school spirit? 

Accor ding to 
JohJl Berta, ath­
letic d irecto r, 
the reason 
for the new 
rules is be­
e a u s e 
noisemak ­
ers can dis­
tract the play­
ers and some­
ti mes c a use 
them not to be 
able to commu­
ni cate with t he 
coaches properly. 

But why the ban 
on signs? 

"Sectio nals should be 
neutral because it's a sec­
tiona l site, not a Riley home 
game," said Berta . 

In what way is this interfering with any 
aspect of the game? Who is stopp ing the other 

schoo ls from bringing their own signs? No 
one . And if Riley happens to have 

more signs than the opposing 
schools, who cares? 

Posters a re no t 
distracting to the 

players . They only 
encourage them 
to play to their 
fu ll potent ial. 
In fact, the 
sc h ools 
s ho u ld be 
very pleased 
tha t the ir 

stude nt body 
is so involved 
in the at11letic 
program at the 
schoo l. 

We are 
"§' in th e midst 

.~ of a girls' state 
basketba ll tour­

nament. In recent 
years, Riley has pro­

d uced a sta te ranked 
girls' basketball team. 

There has been an overwhelm­
ing studen t tum olll for their games . Records have 
been broken, girls have been na med 'All-State,' 

and miracles, like beating Penn, have occuned. 
Stude nts are feeling the vibe, and they want 

to be part of the excitement. It is ludicrous that 
students cannot make signs cheering on their own 
schools. 

From the mome nt the anno uncement was 
made over the PA, students have been omraged, 
and a little confused about the new policy . Con ­
versat ions in the lunch room center on it, and 
even a couple of teache rs have commented on 
the new ru le. 

Devoted fans, such as parent s and siblings, 
are often seen carrying their home-made posters 
with the ir chi ld's name, number, and pict ure 
emblazoned on the front. And when he or she 
scores a point, everyone smiles as they look over 
to see the proud parent waving their sign wildly. 

There seems to be no logical reason for the 
new rules. During a time when our country is at 
war, and horrible things are happening all around 
the world, yo u would think the adults wo uld be 
encouraging, not discouraging , any positive re­
inforcement. 

It is tru e for many that schoo l sponsored 
eve nts often make the troubles of the world seem 
to go away . Kids are sunoun ded by friends, en­
joying themselves, and outside problem s are left 
at the door. Although banning signs is not the 
end of the world, nor the end of schoo l spirit, it 
j ust seems pointles s. A couple of signs and noise 
makers do not seem like such a big deal. ■ 

Rap sends negative messages 
Ben Marshall 

--- E~y-e Candy Editor 

Rap dates back to the 1920s, when the first 
black record label was crea ted and the first blues 
song, 'Crazy Blu es,' was recorded. When elec­
trical record ing appeared later in the 1920s, it 

· could be heard bya larger audience . 
Evcntua Jly, labels marketing blues expanded 

to jazz, which eventu ally evo lved to funk, and 
finally became hip-hop and rap. 

Today, rap and hip-hop are two of the most 
widely listened to fom1s of entertainment around. 

'Rap' and 'hip -hop' are becoming very preva ­
lent, well liked genres of music. 

People seem to be addicted 

/ 
to the rhythm s and 

,,,..- beats . The mu-

~• sic a llows a 
-:.;_ 6 ~r person to head 
~:.r, 1,.. •- bang, dance, or sing. 
~ It's 'all the rage,' and it ---==-----~ ~-- seems like everyone wants to 

get a piece of the action. 

Teenagers and even those younger get to­
gethe r with their frie nds to da nce to, and some­
times sing along with the pop ular, relatively new 
type of entertain ment. 

In many rap songs, there are quite a few off­
colo r words being used . The use of those words 
gives the impression that they are acceptable, and 
therefore sends the wrong message . 

It seetu.s_to be that ~very other word in many, 
but not all rap and hip -hop songs is ""n***er" or 
"f***ot." How can the continua l use of these 
words help anyone? All they create is the belief 
in many kids, and even adults, that these words 
are okay to use in their normal, everyday spe<!ch. 
The fact is peop le get killed for say ing less . 
When rappers , or anyo ne held in a slightly higher 
authority, make it appear to be acceptable, people 
can get hurt. 

There are a lot of ignorant, stupid peop le in 
the world, and trying to teach or get a message 
across to them is a lillle bit more diffic ult than 
for the average person. More often than not, they 
are more likely to pick up and use things they 
hear on t11e radio or see on television . 

Using those words can get people in a lot of 

trouble. If you mouth off to the wrong person, 
you can get hurt. Rappers appear to be ob livi­
ous that what's coming out of their mou ths af­
fects people . 

When thin gs like this are put in people's 
m.i nds, it crea tes the potential for violence and 
hate. If people think it's okay to use derogatory 
terms, peop le may tend to be hateful toward that 
particular group of people . An environme nt of 
fiate and vio lence-i~-net-exactly-what peopJe.have 
been striv ing fo r. 

African Americans have been strugg ling for 
too long and too hard, and rappers aren't help­
ing put a stop to it. Homosex uals have also been 
struggling for acceptance . Calling them 
"f-!'**ots" in all kinds of songs can ' t possib ly be 
helping them . 

Many rappers speak of the oppression or hard­
ships they have undergo ne. They often seek to 
express and sometimes help resolve some of the 
oppression through their music . But in express ­
ing themse lves, why is there a need for dispar ­
aging words? I j ust can't understand how using 
derogatory terms cou ld poss ibly be doing any­
thing constructive toward eliminating anything.■ 

Riley deserving of Blue Ribbon award 
Katie Grembowicz 
Writing Specialist 

The honor of a Blue Ribbon Award is not 
bestowed upon every school in tbc state, much 
less every schoo l in the nation. But this year , 
RiJcy High School has been givc11 th.is award 
by the state of Indiana. 

This honor was awarded mainly because 
of Riley's outstanding teachers, faculty . and 
stude nt5. Having one the most technologi ­
cally advanced buildings in the area didn't 
hurt either. 

Many teachers and students worked very 
hard for many months 10 put togethe r the ex­
tensive repo1t sent into the competition and 
were rewarded for their efforts with this 
honor. I am personally grateful for their ef­
forts . Com ing from a Blue Ribbon high 
school definitely looks good on a college ap­
plicat ion . 

Marcia Kovas, newspaper advisor and 
Blue Ribbon committee member , com ­
mented, ·'I t was very time consuming, but I 
felt like I was doing a really good thing for 
our schoo l. I felt good about being on this 
team ." 

Dr Suellen Reed, Superintendent of Pub-

lie Instruction, said Riley won this honor because 
of its -criteria including high attendance, gradua ­
tion rates, and challenging curriculum guide ; 
lines. 

She also commented that 
Riley has a real family envi ­
ronment, and it seems that 
everyone was working to­
get her to rnake the 
sc hool great. 

I totally agree with 
her opinion. Although 
Riley has its problems, it 
is far al1ead of the other 
schools when sit comes to a 
diverse stu dent body getting 
along. 

The comm ittee worked hard on com-
ing up with goals for Riley, and even re­
layed !he th.ings that need improvement. 
Their 45-page report also included a be ­
lief statement, sections ahout student 
performance, and reviews of Riley's 
athletic and extra cun-icular activities. 

George McCullough, pri.ocipal, is 
very excited about the award. 

'"Ri Ley is truly the best kept se­
cret in town. We have 

state-<)f-the,art facilities, great technology, and 
these things allow our students to-compete with 

any other school and continue com-
peting in college and the 

workforce," he said entlwsiasti ­
cally . 

H.e ·s also proud of Ule staff as 

well. He 
described the staff at 

Riley as exceptionally 
caring and giving and al­

ways willing to help . 
He was also happy that the 

staff works together to make tl1e 
school safe. 

And the staff and students 
Christian Macon, StajfSrti~t 

at Rjley must be doing something right to be 
praised ind ividua lly by both senator Evan 
Bayh and congressman Tim Roemer. They 
both commented !hat students are given won­
derful individual attention. and the pride that 
emanates from every person is truly over ­
whelming . 

That is so impressive to me . Two very 
busy and very impo1tant men not only knov., 
about our schoo l, but look the time to com­
mem on it. How many schools have that 
oppurtunity? 

McCullough believes not only U1e family 
within Riley. but also the communi ty outside 
of !he school have helped to achieve this state 
honor . 

"People love living on the south side of 
town. Riley is one of the reaso ns they stay 
here," said McCullough . 

I look at Riley a little differently now . I 
realize just how lucky I am to go to such a 
fine school. It makes me proud to say that I 
arn a Wildcat. ■ 
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p r o 
Suiting up: 

Girls can handle 
boys' teams 

► Keeping girls off boys' teams 
violates girls' right to equality . 

It's no secret that women have come a long way in today's 
society . The world is much more woman -friendly than it was 30 
years ago . Women vote, they hold office , they even work and 
have families at the same time . 

Women do many of the same things men do. We compete for 
the same jobs, earn the same money, and retain the same intellec ­
ntal ski lls. 

So, what is the big dea l with women in 'mens' sports? There's 
no difference between a woman being a corporate executive or a 
professional athlete. If a woman can perfor m the job and perform 
it well, why shouldn't she be allowed 10 p lay in a men's league? 

Sure, women and men are probably on very differen t levels of 
athletic ab ility, but that doesn' t mean a woman shouldn' t be al­
lowed to play just be-
cause she's a woman, 
when the weakest man 
is still al lowed to par­
tic ipa te witho ut any 
complaint just be ­
cause he's a man. 

Boys, espec ia lly 

Katie 
Grembowicz 

Writing Specialist 

high school boys. don't unders tand how difficult it sti ll is to be a 
girl these days. Even with all the progress women have made in 
the world, there are still batTiers to overcome, and sports presents 
one of them . 

When Sarah Tidwell, senior, played on the football team th.is 
year, I never heard a complaint out of her. She did the 't.vo-a­
days' in swelre1ing heat with pads on. She played through inju­
ries and problems, not only with in the sport, but also within her 
personal life, and she d id it all with her mou th shut. She defi­
nitely wasn't a key player, and she didn ' t get a lot of playing time, 
but the point is that she did it. 

And of course not every girl on a football or wrest ling team is 
going to be that way. Of course there arc going to be girls who 
complain about language or 'boys being boys,' but that's some­
thing that these guys are j ust going to have to deal with. 

And as uncomfortable as it might make the boys that have to 
go up against these gir ls, the g irls they're compet ing against are 
100 times more uncomfo1tablc. They're trying to make friends 
on the team and prove themse lves at the same time. They've got 
boys touchinf them in strange places, and they' re expected to 
take it without so much as a squirm . 

Yes, there 's a larger opportunity for injury when a girl plays 
with boys, but if that's the ir only optio n, then so be it. Society 
can't force gi rls to be chee rleaders or volleyball players when 
they don't want to be. We don't force gi rls to be teachers instead 
of doctors, so sports at any leve l shouldn' t be any different. 

I say, if the girl can take the pain and play the game, then she 
should be allowed to, without any comment or question fro1n any­
one else . And ifa boy wants to play on the volleyba ll team, that's 
fine too.■ 

Con 
Do girls have a right to play on 

boys' athletic teams? 

Christian Macon, Sta.ff Artist 

For: 7 
Against: 2 

Girls' right to 
play is unfair 

► Girls ' and boys' sports teams 
are separated for a rea s on. 

Girls claim that they should be allowed to play on football and 
wrest ling teams because it's 'only fai1:' But the moment a girl 
suits up as a member of a boys' team, she creates a situation that 
is extremely unfai r. 

Some boys are still taught not to hit girls . They're taught to 
respect members of the opposite sex by opening doors and pull­
ing chairs out for them. When a boy prepares to tackle an oppo­
nent and realizes that he is about to take out a female, he is pre­
sented with a moral dilernma . Should he show her the respect she 
commands as a female and let her pass? Should he gently push 
her down to prevent from injuring her? Or should he disregard all 
previous training in manners and block her as any other good de­
fender would do? Af-
ter al l, it is just a 
game. Or is it? 

Ladies, men a re 
already telling us that 
if we want the right to 
fight in the army, we 
should also be forced 
to reg iste r for the 

Chelsea Steele , 
Sports 
Editor 

___:~ = :.__::)..,.=,------"c 

draft. Granted, we don't want to be forced to stay home without 
rights and produce only babies. But do we really want to Jose our 
feminine identity? If it's okay for guys to cross-face us on the 
a"l)lt, how do we explain that we still expect them to walk on the 
~utside of the sidewa lk after the match? 
, • Wrestling creates the most controve rsial situat ion fo r girls and 

' g!.!ys to be competing in together. Extreme ly close contact, holds 
meant to inflict pain, and moves that would be considered per­
~erse in any other situatio n are hardly acceptab le for contact be­

__ tween opposite sexes . 
'· However, if a guy opposes wrestling a fema le for personal 
ieasons, he must forfe it the match . Why should he suffer a loss 
on his record and risk losing state rankings, tournament placings, 
and more, just because he is a gentlem an? Theoretica lly, a girl 
wrestler cou ld win-a tournament if every wrest ler in her weight 
class refused to wrestle with her; tl1at's hardly a victory to be proud 
of . 

Most of the confl ict of interest with girls intruding on to boys' 
teams originates with contact sports. Nonetheless, there are con­
cerns that cou ld app ly to any sport. The girl is not likely to feel 
part of the team if she is unab le to participate in locker room con­
versation before and after tJ1e game . The boys will be mentally 
aware of the girls presence, which could lead to distraction. Fur­
thermore, the sheer size and ability difference between most girls 
and guys could lead to inferiori ty feelings for the girl. 

Girls deserve a chance to play sports and have equal opportu­
nities . But guys don' t deserve to be forced into making a choice 
between their morals and their sport.■ 

~olilillllShould girls be allowed to play on boys' sports teams? 

\cott Berzai-12 JU1tin Thomp1on-11 6ina Robernon-10 Brent [a1ton-12 Becky Nijak-q Corrina 6arza-10 Zach Mhone-n Colin (ybul1ki-12 Maria Camez-q 

"It depends on the "No, they're just not "Yes, as long as "Only if I can play "Yeah, because "Yes, it's sexist if "Yes, because if guys ''Sure, as long as ·'Yes, because girls 

sport, how cut out for what we they're willing to volleyball and there's no reason they don't." can throw up, girls they don't get hurt have the potential to 

physical it is: and do." accept the challenges softball." girls can't be tough can throw up." and blame it on the be as athletic as 

it depends on the of being in a guys' enough to play with sport." guys." 

girl's talent." sport." the big boys." 
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