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Vending machines vandalized 
Litter and vandalism may lead to shutting down machines 

Ross Ford 
Staff Writer 

Every day, we use the vend ­
ing machine to get snacks and 
our lunch, but what would hap­
pen if they were shut down? 
This is now a real poss ibili ty 
beca use of the recent break -ins 
ands vandalizing of the ma­
chines . 

Accord in g to Linda 
Krzyzan iak, tr easurer, "S tu­
dents try to get candy and 
change out of the vending ma­
chines ." 

Because of this, the vend ­
ing machines were bolted 
down to pre ven t the mac hines 
from being tipped over. 

"It's the first time in four 
years that the vending ma ­
chines had to be bolted down," 
said Krzyzaniak. 

One reason the mach in es 
are tipped over is because they 
take the stude nt's money. Fo r 
example, when student s put 
their money in the vendi ng 
machine, their snack gets 
stuc k. 

"l especially hate when you 
buy somethi ng from the vend ­
ing machi ne s and it gets 
stuck," sa id Caitlin Conrad, 
se nior. 

Some students wondered if 
they could go to the treasu rer 's 
office to get their money back . 

"N. H. Vending Company 
gives me change to refu nd stu­
dents who have their money 
taken from the machines. If the 
candy is stuck in the machines, 
I try to see if I can get it out 
before I give the m a refun d," 
said Krzyzaniak . 

But accor d ing to April 
DeCook, sophomore, "I got 
my chips st uck in the vending 
machines, and when I went to 
the treasurer's office, she 
wouldn't give me my money 
back ." 

"I can pretty much tell if the 
students trying to get refunds 
have really had their mo ney 
taken from the machines from 
the stude nts who want to just 
mess aro und. And if not, I'll 
just check the mach ines to 
make sure they' re telling the 
truth [that their money got sto­
len from the mach ine s or that 
their chips got stuck]," said 
Krzyza niak . 

Late ly, some studen ts shave 
questioned whet her the secu ­
rity guards have been policing 
the machines . Stan 
Markavitch, principa l, sup ­
ports the security guards. 

"The securi ty guards are 
doing their best job to catch 
these studen ts bu t they can 
only do so much. Students 
need to report any vandalism 
of the vendin g mac hines , so 

that students trying to break in 
to the vending machines will 
get caught," said Markavitch. 

Anoth~r reason why the 
vend ing machines may be shut 
down is that they are known to 
cause tardiness, which leads to 
bad attendance. Students who 
use them befo re class are of­
ten tardy to class, and then sent 
to lock out. 

Some students wondered if 
shutting down the machine s is 
the right solut ion to end tardi ­
ness . 

"The machines sho uldn ' t 
be shut down becau se kids 
can't get to clas s on time . They 
are old enough to know not to 
use the machines if they can't 
get to class on time," said 
Brianne Wiand, ju nior. 

Mark avitch may dec ide to 
remove the vending machines 
bec ause they cause too much 
lit ter. 

"There are acc idental spills 
which happen occasionall y, but 
now it has gotten to the point 
where students are causing in­
tentional spills ~" said 
Markavitch. 

"Studen ts a re throwing 
their cans of pop down th e 
sta irs . Th is four-year -o ld 
school is starting to look like a 
pig pen," he added. 

Some students wonder if 
sh utt in g down the ve nding 

machines will really stop the lit­
ter problem. 

" If the vending machines 
were shutdown, kids wou ld 
bring in foo d from outside the 
scho ol. They would sti ll throw 
it in the balls which wouldn't 
get rid of the litter problem," 
sa id April DeCook, sop ho ­
more. 

De Cook believes it is only 
a small portion of the student s 
causing the pro blem . 

"No, the whole school 
sho uldn't have to suffer from 
the five percent the stu dents 
causi ng the pro blem. The se­
curity guards should catch the 
students causing the problem 
and write them up. Then the 
culprits shou ld have to clea n 
up lunch so they' II learn not to 
litter in the school anymore," 
she said . 

M arkavitch agrees, "I' m 
not talking about the majority , 
95 percent of the school. It's 
the five percent of the student 
body which make the school 
look bad," said Markavitch. 

If the machines were shut 
down , the school would lose 
out on the income it makes 
from them . The machines gen­
erate $30,000 a year that goes 
tow ar ds the athle tic depart -
ment, and school funds . 

■ See Vending: on page three 

Letter jackets prohibited in classrooms 
Ashley Beelaert 
Staff Writer 

The new rule that the adm inistrators are now 
enforcing is that no one can wear any type of 
j acket in class. 

"Someone told me that before I came here, 
Jetter ja cke ts were not allowed, and that's why 
I change d the rule again to ban all jackets, even 
lette r jackets, during clas s," said S tan 
Markavitch , principal. 

The main reason they are not allo wing stu­
dent s to wear j ackets is because students can 
hide things in them tha t are illeg al, like knives 
and drugs. This is also the reason why book bags 
are prohi bited . These precautions are for secu ­
rity and safety issues. "They can hide more in a 
book bag than what they can hide in a ja cket," 
said Markavitch . 

The reason that Markavitch originally Jet 
letter ja ckets be worn was to let st udents show 
off the awards they had earned and school pride. 

"Another reason this rule came about was 
when LaSalle closed, and the LaSal le students 
asked if they could wear their LaS alle jack ets 

at their new scho ol , it was universally agreed 
that they could be worn in school ," said John 
Berta, athletic di -
rector. 

'' 
and we need to wait and see what the corpora ­
tion does ," said Markavitch 

"I'm glad that the 'no 
jack et ' rule is in effect, but there 
is a problem with enfor cin g it B ut now st u ­

den ts are not a l­
lowed to wear their 
jac kets in class 
anymore. 

"St udent s li ke 
to wear their jack­
ets and bring their 
book bags l ast 
hour, so they can 
just leave. Th ey 
also bring them in 
the morn in g be ­
cause they often 
don' t have time to 

"I think it's a fair rule now 
because when the administra­
tion only allowed letterman 

jackets, others were being left 
out, and some people can't 

since all the room s are all dif­
ferent temperatures having some 
colder than othe rs," said Weik. 

"I think it's a fair rule now 
because when the administrat ion 
only allowed letterman j ackets, 
others were being left out, and 
some people can't afford one . I _ afford one." 
like the jacket ban, because j ack­

-Aimee Meyer, Senior 
ets only cause chao s. Students 
can bring zip up sweaters and 
sweatshirts just as easy as coats," 
sai d Aimee Meyer, sen ior. '' go to the ir locker," said Joyce Weik, English 

teacher. 
''E veryone shou ld wear layers like I do, since 

they know the school will be ·cold," said 
Markavitch. 

"The only way to let kids wea r theif jackets 
would be if all high schools bought into the idea, 

'Tm not sure that jac kets 
and book bags pose a threat, but J have not see n 
any school s yet that allow book bags in class ­
room s. The issue, though, is that this ru le is nec­
essary because kids can bring things that they 
don't need to school in both jackets and book 
bags," said Markavitch.■ 

News Briefs---- --- ------- -------------- ----
Library Closed at Lunch 
♦The school m ed ia center will no longer 

be open during lunch periods in o rd er to 

a llow its staff a lu nch break and a planning 

per iod . Students cannot use the library or 

its computers without an adult present for 

superv is ion (See page two) . 

Students sell products 
♦ A wide variety of products are no w avail­

able from economics students, including 

'Pardi Gras ' cups, wa ter bottles, spirit 

sticks, flashlight keychai ns , and t-shirts . 

The students are se llin g these produc ts as a 

class project. 

PSAT scores returned 
♦Students who took th e PSAT in October 

received their scores on December 11. 

-Good luck on the SAT, which will be giv en 

in January and June . 

Winter Break 
♦The holiday break is quickly approach ­

ing . Rile y w ill be closed for the winter 

holidays during the wee ks of Dece mber 23 -

27 and December 30-January 3. Classes 

w ill resume on Monday , January 6. 
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chat everyone was equal, al- 1 
though we were a ll different," 
commented Gevas. 

Sarah Michalos 
Sports Editor 

Gevas 's favor ite part of 
"My name was tossed teaching is interaction with the around, and there was a students, and she fee ls re-

chance, but I didn ·c think I was warded when her students sue-going to win," sa id Ephie 
Gevas, foreign language 
teacher. This year Gevas won 
the prestigious Teacher of the 
Year award. 

In order to receive this hon­
orable award, teachers are 

ceed. "When I see the kids 
learn and go on co bigger and 
better things , I feel rewarded," 
she said . 

Many of the staff members 
here at Ril ey feel rewarded by 
Gevas's prese nce. ·'Mrs. Gevas n on1i­

nated by 
th ei r fe l­
low staff 
mem ber s. 
T h e 
names of 
t h o s e 
teachers 
no mi -
nat ed go 
on a bal­
lot, and 

"When I see the kids learn and 
go on to bigger and better 
things, I feel rewarded." 

is a rare 
gem. 
She is 
uniquely 
qua Ii -
fied,a nd 
has ex ­
cel lcn t 
rapport 
with stu­
den 1s," 
s a i d 
Stebbins. 

-Ephie Gevas, Tea.cher of lhe Yea.r 

___ ,_, __ 
then the certified staff mem­
bers vote. 

For Gevas, it was just an 
honor to have her name on the 
list. ·'E veryone on the I ist was 
well-qualified," she said. 

Being the Teacher of 1/ze 
Year require s responsibilities, 
such as putting together a port­
folio, and attending meeti ngs 

Gevas ·s students also ap­
preciate her. "She is an excel­
lent teacher. She truly adores 
teac hing and her students ," 
sai d Ben Peak, senior. 

Although her main priority 
is educat ion, Gevas also enjoys 
having a good time. "She 
knows when to have fun!" sa id 
Trisha Tabler, junior. The ex ­
citeme nt she brings to the class 
makes learn ing fun ," said 
Peak. BUDDY GEVAS: Ephie Gevas, a native of Athens Greece,was elected teacher of the year by the teaching staff. 

Gevas has been teaching 
her e for 19 years, and affec­
tionately calls Rile y her 'home 
school .' In the past, Gevas 
spent her day traveling be ­
tween Ri Icy, Adams, and Clay. 
Now she spen ds most of her 
time here at Riley. 

Gevas's students look for­
ward to her class daily. "My fa­
vorite part of Mrs. Gevas's 
class is the way she involves 
the students," said Peak. Gevas proclaimed 

'Teacher of The Year' 

Jim Stebbins, foreign lan­
guage teacher. has known 
Gevas for all of the years she 
has been a teacher. "She staned 
out as my student teacher." said 
Stebbins. 

Gcvas decided to become a 
teacher because one of her own 
teachers int1uenced her. "She 
create+;i time in the classroom 

According to her students, 
Gevas has already accom ­
plished one of her goals: mak­
ing a difference in their lives. 

"Tam thankful Mrs. Gevas 
has been a part of my high 
school experience. 1 will take 
what 1 have learned from her 
and apply it to my life." said 
Peak.■ 

----------------- ---- - --- -- - - - -- - - - ---- _J 

Li ~~~~e~!f l i ~!~~,.;~ J~J~re~o~ ,h~~ i~i~w~ ~, P.~,~,~~~o ~, - -- -- - - - - - the security guards or principal. alternate the hours that it's closed, rather than ~:,111....,~..----~.::,.:::.,....:,>,,.....J 
Staff Writer "Kids need to be out of the halls,·· said Su- close completely at lunch. san Pantoja, English teacher. " If the librarian would want to have one of 

The library has been closed during all lunch 
periods. 

'The reason tJ1at the library is cl osed is be­
cause they have eliminated 1he assistant posi­
tion and with the contract. both the librarian and 
teacher s have a 30 minute lunch period, and a 
p lanning period." said Melody Golubski. librar-
ian. 

" I need to do errands during my free hour,'' 
Golubski said 

Students are unable to use the compute rs, or 
to do any kind of resea rch if they need to dur­
ing the lunch hours. 

"I really dislike the library being closed al 
lunch. J want 10 have studenrs use the library," 
said Golubski. 

Students caught doing their homework in the 

-sCorrections 
The Rewcw reponed erroneously last 

issue (vol 33, issue 1. Car Break-ins hy 
Christen Scogins) that the South Bend 
Police Department could ha\'e finger­
printed the vandalized cars and charged the 
perpetrators with burglary. Scogins 
correctly cited Tex.as law (which define, 
burglary as theft from an area that is not 
open to the general public) but did not cite 
Indiana law. Indiana l:1w determines that 
cars, while private property, arc in a public 
area and therefore persons stealing from a 
car can be charged only with theft. not 
burglary. The Review extends its apologies 
for this 0\ cr,ight. 

The library used to be a haven for those stu- the three lunches open each day by alternating dents who needed a few extra minute s of study them, she would have to do it willingly," said or research time. Now there's nowhere to go. Markavitch. 
Teachers or a volunteer arc needed to superv ise At presenc. the financial picture has elimi-the library. said Golubski. nated the assistant position and the corporation "I would like to have an adult volunteer to cannot hire anyone to fill a position that was come in and help so the library could be open eliminated. Unless a volunteer comes forward to everyone at lunch," said Golubski. to help out, the library will remain clo sed. Only adu lts can volunteer because students "Downtown is always lookin g for options present a liability and need to be supervi sed. and suggestio ns," sa id Markavitch . "lam open to having adu lts volunteer to keep For second se mester there won't be any the library open at lunch, but has it has to be changes in the funding. There is also really no cleared with me and the librarian because of Ii- way to get more money for the library. "The ab ility concerns," said Stan Markav itch, prin- corporation is try ing 10 save money ," sa id cipal. Markavitch.■ 

There are other possible solutions to help this 
B1-ian Joh1~~011, Slaff Artist r---------------------------------------~ 

Driv'Rite 
You may register by phone: 
236 W. Edison Rd. 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
Classes start December 18th 

255-959 
I 

I o~'E;if~~ 
$20.00 OFF* *Please present coupon at Regis-

t:ration. One coupon per customer. ~---------------------------------------~ 
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Tmilet troubles: 
I· • 

VJndalism persists in the school 

Excerpted from the Student Code al Conduct: 

Arson: The burning of materials (lighter, matches, 
etc.) or attempting to burn the building or any 
school property 

Punishable By: Parent contact, 5 days out of school 
suspension, Police/fire dept. referral. Possible due 
process expulsion · 

MaUcious VandaHsm ot Property: The deliberate 
damage of schoor or personal property (Exten­
sive damage of school nr personal property) 

Punishable By: Parent contact, 5 days out of 
school suspension, Possibcle police referral, 
Possible due process expulsion, Restitution 
for damages 

Vandalism: The destruction, damage, or 
defacing of school or personal property 

Punishable By: Parent contact, 3 days 
of in school suspension, Restitution 
for damages 

. Christen Scogins 

Sta.ff Writer 
Vandalism is a minor annoyance here . Of­

fice(Brian Kendall, head of secur ity, said , "Van­
dalism.is a common problem bui not a major con-
cern compared IO our major problem s like 
fights." 

Students, howeve r, think vandalish· 1 is a 
small, but serious, problem here. 

"Bathroom vandalism is one of our biggest 
prob lems,'' said security guard Armando Will ­
iams. 

Bathroom vandalism runs from students writ ­
. ing vu lgar messages on the stalls to students 

smoking in the bathroom and setting the trash 
cans on fire_. . . [ 

"Vandalism 1s not only breaking down iliJngs 
and trashing things, but also breaking chairs and 
stepping on keichup in the cafeter ia. Also the 
vending companies are complaining because stu­
dents who rock the mach ines to get free food end 
llp breaking the machines," said Frank 
McPherson . custodian . 

Frank Macri. maintenance engineer, sa id, 
•·students are breaking door handles. taking \ her­
mostats from class rooms, pulling wires from the 
auditorium stage and destroying other furnitu re." 

Many students and staff members remembe r 
a student who soiled the bathroom with his own 
feces last year . Anothe r rece nt incident was when 
a rival school altempted to come and mark our 
ten"itory with their signature on ow·front entra nce 
with spray paint. 

Kendall said, "T hat pa1ticular inciden t .l!las 
more severe because it was more tl:ian vanda l­
ism. It was a sta tement. I am not exactly sure if 
students from Adams were the ones who did it, 
but every South Bend high schoo l was vanda l­
ized with the 'JA Eagles' so you can only put 
two and two together.'' 

"T here is no stereotype of a vanda l; it could 
be anyone. Normally, :students vandalize to ex­
press how they are feeling," said princip al Stan 
Markavi tch. However. custodians bear the brunt 
of the cle;in up. 

McPhetson said, "WheQ. a student vandalizes 

it gives us more work to do . We already have to 
do genera l cleaning and maintenance, it mak es 
it harder when we have to stop what we are do­
ing or put aside what we are doing to go clean up 
a mess." Students say it's not being taken care 
of properly . Custodians disagree, "We try to get 
to the mess as fast as we can and get it cleaned 
up," said McPherson . 

McPhe rson says that when cleaning up some 
of the messes he has to pull out the heavy -duty 
stuff such as caustic solvents. 

"Whe n the mess is too muc h for us to handle 
or if we are not trained to handle it, then we have 
to get someone from the outside," said 
McPherson 

Another inc ident that has happ ened is that a 
smdent carved his initials into the hard wood 
floor in the main gym. The studen t was sus­
pended with a request of expulsion . 

Another time a student was in the bathroom 
and purposely lit the trash can on fire. This stu­
dent was caugh t and was also suspended and ex­
pulsion was requested . 

So what happens when a student gets caught? 
"Depending on the severity, he could receive sus­
pension, a reques t of expulsion or both, plus res­
titution," Markavitc h said. 

"Sever ity is meas ured by the damage that in­
curred or the cost of manpower need ed to clean 
up the mess, or both," said Markavitch. 

"We do our best to try and catch the students 
who do this, but it 's hard to do," Williams said . 

McPherson said," If the school could have a 
couple more security guards, they might be able 
to control some of the vanda lism." 

When any damage is done to property, the 
schoo l pays either through insurance or the bud­
get or both. 

Some students feel vanda li sm dam ages 
Riley's reputation. " People think less of the stu­
dents and staff when they see the school all 
messed up, " said Shal ise Combs, junior. 

Elizabeth Horban, assistant principa l, thinks 
that this is the best bui lding, the best schoo l, and 
has the best teache rs, the best custodial staff and 
the best srudents . But when student s damage the 
school they are not show ing south side pride. ■ 

Photo Poll: Do you feel that vandalism is a major concern at Ritey? 

"Yeah, because 
secur1ty lacks the 
skill aod trafning 
to apprehend 

vandals'." 

Jenna Johnson ~ 10 

"Yes, ft seems like 
· · a lot of people's 

cars have been 
broken fnto." , 

■ Vending: (Continued from page 1) 

"It pay s for award s nights 
and helps pay if a sports team 
goes down state to compete, 
plus anything e lse they could 
poss ib ly need," says John 
Berta, athletic director. 

There are only a few 
fundrai sers a year to raise 
money to support the athletics, 
and with the loss of near ly 
$30 ,00 from shutting the vend ­
in g mach i nes down t hey 
wou ldn't be able to afford to do 
all the things they do now. 

Some parents feel that 
vend in g mac hin es are un­
healthy for their children . 

"They compla in about kids 
being obese, and they don't re­
ally have a cho ice of hea lthier 
foods. Your choice is eit her 
ca ndy or chips," said Amanda 
Bucker sophomore. 

N. H. Vending Company 
owner/p resident Cliff 
Laskowski said "We offer just 
about anything vend ible, like 
sandwiches, desert, 

microwavable product s, milk, 
cold drinks, juice , and bas ically 
anything that most convenience 
store s offer . 

So if we can have healthier 
items in our vending machines, 
why don't we? Philip Knapp, 
junior, believes that st udents 
wouldn't buy healthy food. 

Markavitc h wou ld have stu­
den ts taste differe nt kinds of 
foods. Then he wou ld have the 
students pick out thei r favorite 
kinds , and then put them in the 

vend ing machines. 
Many stude n ts fee l that 

shutt ing the vending mach ines 
down wouldn't solve anything, 
but only make more problems. 

"It wou ld be a pretty dumb 
idea beca use a lot of people use 
the vending machines . And if 
th e vending machines were 
gone it would increa se lunch 
lines . There a l ready isn't 
enough time to eat lunch, " said 
Brianne Wiand, junior. 

"It's a last resort, " sai d 

"No, because . 
over all, our 

· school is pretty 
· clean compared 

to other .. 
schools," 

Markavitch . "I hope 
it doesn ' t get to the 
point that 1 have to 
shut down .the vend ­
ing machines . I don't 
want to have to shut 
them down , but if I 
do, it will be the last 
option. Hop efully 
the studen ts will un­
derstand I mean busi­
ness before it gets to 
thai point."■ 

f ori Fack -10 

"N:o. because 
· you don't see it 

around that· · 
much." 

"It [ the vending machines] 
pays for award nights and helps 
pay if a sports team goes down 
state to compete, plus anything 
else they could possibly need." 

-John Berta, Athletic Director 

'' 
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Volunteering their efforts for 1 

B 
e 
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Pick up trash 

There are many opportunities to help 
clean up the community. There are even 
some available here at Riley. Clubs like 
T.R.E.E.S. often help out by picking up 
trash in and around the 
school. 

Read to children 
Children need a special kind of exercise; they need to exercise 

their imaginations. Take some time and help tomorrow's 
leaders improve their minds. 

Healing the disease of hunger~ 
Riley student s serve at kitchen 

Bec~ Nijak 
Sta.ff Writer 

To most people, volunteering is j ust anothe r thing that 
they don' t want to do. So, Andy Kirksey, Chr isten Scog ins, 
Amanda Som mers, and I set out to see why it was so hard to 
volunteer. 

The Hope Rescue Missio11 (HR M) has been open since 
1954 . It was origina lly meant to house men who we re alco­
ho lics and drug addicts. In 1963, they started to house women 
and children. The mission of the HRM is Lo offer support to 
these people, to try to break their dependencies, and to lead 
them on the road to Christ. 

As we arrived to the HRM. we saw the faces of some of 
the homeless people who stay there. They were there because 

At 11 :55 a.m. we started to make trays for IO people. The 
HRM only allows 10 pe9 ple in at a time because they don' t 
know how each person will react with the others. 

As the first group of people came in, my heart sank. Stand­
ing there was a mother and her son. The mother couldn't have 
bee n over 25 and the s<!>n was barely able to sec over the 
counter. I felt so sad for this family because I had been raised 
with a mother and a father. We had a roof over our heads and 
food on the table every night. This sma ll family didn' t even 
have a house. 

By 12: 15 p.m., we were serv ing our third group of people. 
By that time, the mother and her son had left. As I stood there 
serving the people , I heard almost in unison 'tha11k yo u,' after 
'tha nk you,' after 'thank yo u.' These people bad nothing, but 
still had every bit of respect that the Queen of England would 
have. 

Al 12 :30 p.m . 
we had served 
six groups of 
peop le. As we 
lef t, the war m 

sm iles were s I d 
instilled in my erve I QQ 
mind, a long 
with the sea of 

Toys for 
complete f 

Whitney L. Griff -- - -- - -
Sta.fff,l 

How would you feel if you woke up 
couldn ' t afford to buy you any presents? 

Some children wake up Christmas me 
neath it. Care to help? Donate to the Toy! 

Th e Toys fo r Tots toy dri ve originated 
Corps dec ided to take up a collection o 
cha rity still continues around South Bene 

D uring the month of December, Rile 
toys for children betwee n the ages of 1 a 
where it will be stored for safe keeping. 

Master Sergeant Roy Mullins, ROTC 
leering toys for many years and it has b, 
co llected 350 toys. 

After Riley is done collecting all the t 
Marines come pick up the toys. If cash d 
purchases toys himself. "We're givi ng b; 
Mullins 

Ri ley srudentS go out to the WNDU p: 
up on a cold December morning to start 
After an hour of direct ing traffic, your fo 
the tent that they have set up, accord ing t, 
ral. 

of a drug de­
pend ency or 
alcohol abuse. 
Our job was to 
serve lunch to 
the residen ts, 
employees, 
and the home-
1 es s fo r an 
hou r and a 
half. 

'thank yous · 
we'd received. 

_Many organizations such as the Hope Rescue Missio 
We ar ­

ri ved at 11 
a. m. Don 
Bloore, vol­
u ntee r 
coor d in a te r, 
showed us to 
the kitchen. It 

T noti ced 
th at many 
people were 
less polite and 
th ankfu l tha n 
the homeless 
from the street 
were. This was 
shoc kin g, I was a s teep 

sta ir well to 
the basement. 
In the kitchen, 
there was only 
enough room 
for eight 
people. The 

LEND A HELPING HAND: (Left to right) Amanda Sommers, Becky 
Nijak, and Christin Scogins help prepar e food in the kitchen of the Hope 
Rescue Mission in South Bend. 

thought people 
who had 
some t h i ng 
would be more 
gratefu I than 

dining hall barely fit 35 people. 
We put on our aprons and either a hairnet or a hat. We 

were instructed to serve a given amount of each food item to 
each person. 

By the time 11:30 a.m. came around, the residents and 
employees were served, and were heading back to where they 
were before lunch. I couldn ·1 believe bow many people lived 
or worked in the HRM. The HRM houses 60 men, wo men, 
and children. 

someone who 
had no th ing . 

When we arr ived back at Riley. we received a call from the 
director of the HRM. We had served a hot lunch to 93 people! 

In my 16 years on earth, I didn't think that I would ever 
vo lunteer or become so involved in the comm unity. This 
opene d my eyes to the world ou tside my shell. 

Over all, volunteering isn't at all what everyone makes of 
it. When you volunteer, you feel as though you have done the 
greates t deed in the world.■ 

help preparing and serving food at their faci 
South Bend. 
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:he greater good What have 
YOU·done? 

tots: Making Christmas 
Jr area children 
n/Patrick Sims 
riters 

n Christmas knowi ng tha t your paren ts 
'or some thi s is a real ity. 
:ning to a bare tree with no presents be­
for To1s toy drive. 
in 1947 when the United States Marine 
toys for the local childre n. Today , thi s 
and eve n at our own Riley . 
students ca n bring in new, unwrapped 

d I 5 and drop it off in the ROTC room, 

instructo r, said that Riley has been col ­
:n a big success . Last year alone Riley 

time directing tra ffic tha t he got fros tbi te on his feet, but he didn' t care because he 
was j ust glad to help out. "I did it to help some little kid ," said Butler. 

Eventually afte r being there long enough , yo u will think that there 's some na­
tional crisis becau se all you see and hear are hundreds of police cars coming your 
way. Bu t the off icers are ju st there to personally drop off their donation s, said 
Sims. 

The goa l of the Toys for Tots toy drive is to de liver a shiny riew toy at Christ ­
mas, a message of hope to needy chi ldren that will show them that thei r fellow man 
still cares about the less fortunate and is thinking about them . 

In the past years, the toy driye has generated over 17,000 toys in the Michian a 
area alone . " I think the toy drive is good for the community," sa id Abb y Spencer , 
sop homore . 

After all the toys are collected they will be taken back to the Reserve Center. 
The toys will then be separate d into age groups of 0-3, 4-7, 8-11, 13- 15. Fami lies 
of the community can put in applica tions at the Salva/ion Anny to see if they are 
eligib le to receive toys. 

Your very own classmates share 
their volunteering ideas and 
experiences. 

"Yeah, l've been helping 
teach a class about 
Jesus at my church:' 

Clayton Steele, 11 

ys, they call the Reserve Center and the 
nations are given, Mullins goes out and 
:k to these that are less fo rtunate," said 

The Toys for Tots drive is much bigger than j ust Riley High School. Th is year , 
160 diffe rent local area businesses have drop sites. The Toys for Tots drive happen s 
all across the country. 

"I did Toys for Tots, a fund raiser for 
the American Cancer Society, a "I helped clean 

up some houses 
that were T.P.'d." 

:king lot on US 31 before the sun wakes 
1elping set up and prepare for the rush. 
t get froze n and you just wan t to stay in 
Patrick Sims, j un ior and ROTC Corpo -

' I 

Cody Butler, j unior, was at the 
Toys fo r Tots toy drive his freshman 
year. He spent so much 

Founded on the saying that "ev ery chi ld deserves a good Christmas," parents of 
millions of children will be spared the pa in of having to tell their children that 
Santa isn't coming this year.■ 

thing for the humane 
society, and a 
community play for 
charity:• 

Tom McKee, 11 

"I coached the 
St. Matt's 
volleyball team." 

Megan Lesar, 12 

Chris Howard, 9 

"No, I don't 
know what I 
could volunteer 
for:' 

Eric Bikowski, 11 

An All * Volunteer; Misty Perrin takes the cake 

1 need your 
ities around 

Estella Tabb Ganger 
Staff Writer 

Volunteer ing helps people who are 
alone, hom e less, or hung ry. Some 
people may volu nteer for recognition; 
others may vo lunteer becau se it's a re­
qu irement. Misty Perrin,junior, volun ­
teers because she enjoys the feel ing she 
receives from help ing someone. 

One program Perrin volunteers for 
is Hospic e. This program helps fami ­
lies get through difficu lt times . For ex­
ample, if the re is a man who bas cancer 
and is bedridden, his fam ily won't have 
to deal with his sickness alone . 

Each fa ll, Hospice sponso rs a six­
and-a-ha lf mi le walk in Potawatomi 
Par k. At the beginning of the yea r, par­
ticipants fill out pledge forms and try to 
get people to sponso r the walk . If the 
person participates in the walk, these 
sponsors give $2 to Hospice . Perrin has 
been involved in Hospice since her 
sopho more year and every year she 
walks the six-and -a-half miles to ra ise 
money . 

"The first year I participated in Hos­
pice, I decided to roller blade instead of 
walk . Well, when I was going dow n a 
hill behind IUSB, I ran into about six 
people . After about a mi le, I decided to 
walk the rest of the way ," said Perr in. 

"M isty is very e nth usiastic an d 

dependa ble. Most times, she's the one 
to ask me when we're going to do 

· someth ing. She ' s a very hard worker," 
. said Mary McMa nn, Frenc h teache r. 

Ano ther program Perr in volunteers 
for is Habital for Humanity . Over the 
summer, a group of people get together 
and build a hou se for someone in need 
of she lter. In 2002, Perrin and a friend, 
Riley graduate Steve Misce l, came up 
with the idea of having a Youth Build. 
They presented their idea to the Habitat 
for Humanity board and the idea was 
given to the ten high schools in the area . 

For Youth Build 2002, Perrin was the 
Riley st udent representa t ive . The 
projec t of bui lding the house started the 
first week in July and ended around 
August 17, 2002. Some of the things 
Perrin did in the house were putting in 
doors , working on the rafters , and dry 
walling. Perrin will serve as the student 
representa tive for Youth Build 2003 thi s 
summer . 

Perrin also participates in Special 
Olympics, spo rts act ivities des igned for 
the mentally and physically challe nged . 
Last year was Perrin' s first year partici ­
pating in the program and she packed 
over 500 sack lunches for the Olymp i­
ans. 

Eve ry chance she gets , Perrin en ­
courages others to volu nteer too. 
"Misty is really great; she doe s a lot of 
vo lun teeri ng. She ' s inspiring," said 

Allison Ciesielski , sophomore. 
Pen-in does n' t just part icipa te in vo l­

unteering programs , she does litt le 
things too, like don ating blood and 
clothes to different places . She also par ­
ticipa tes in the soup kitchen wi th her 
ch urch yout h group at the Salvation 
Army in LaPorte. Not only doe s she 
serve the people food, she feeds those 
who can't feed themselv es . " 

''The other day, I went shopping at 
Kroger's . They had a display for non ­
perishable food items and instead of 
spendi ng money on myself, I 
bought $5 wor th of canned 
foods and donated it," sa id 

Perrin . 
Perrin 

fee ls that she will be vo lunteeri ng for 
the rest of her life. She's been volun ­
teering for about a year and a ha lf now 
and doe sn't have any intentions of stop ­
ping. She doesn't really know why she 
vo luntee rs, but it j ust feels right. 
"When I find some thing I want to vo l­
unteer for, I ju st go out _and do it," said 
Perrin . 

Thi s yea r, Perrin plans on working 
with the Homeless Center , she wants to 
be a n11or, and she wants to work in the 
cJiapel and the nursery.■ 

Give blood 
All you lose is a little bit of time (and 

· ·blood of course), and you get the 
satisfaction of knowing that your 

blood may save a person's life. 
Accidents happen every day, and 
without the crucial blood they 
need, many people would not 

survive. 

For more information on donating blood: 
Indiana Blood Center: 1-800-632-4 722 
American Red Cross: 1-800-448-3543. 
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Taking the test • Riley considers a 
• possible change 

Mary Hall 
Staff Writer 

If drug testing in sports were to be adopted, 
Jim Berger, football coach, feels that everyone 
representing the school should be tested . Berger 
feels that failure of one test should result in sus­
pension. His players would have to attend every 
practice, but they would not play in any games 
during mandatory suspension. 

The consequences of refusa l or failure of a 
test fiave not yet been set in stone. There are 
many situations that may affect the punishments 
of a failed test. If a student athlete fails, should 
he be kicked off the team? 

If a senior is counting on a scholarship to at­
tend college and he fails the test, should he be 
kicked off the team and risk losing the scholar ­
ship? Should a repeat offender have a more se­
vere pun ishment? 

Riley has not yet adopted an official drug test­
ing policy, but a policy relat ing to drugs is listed 
in the S.B .C.S.C. Secondary Schools Student 
Code of Conduct. The policy states that the pos­
session, use or the sale of alcohol/drugs (includ ­
ing look alikes) results in a parent contact. It 
can even result in a five day suspension, a man­
datory police referral, and possible due process 
expulsion. 

In the future, this may be different. A June 
Supreme Court ruling stated that students have a 
Fourth Amendment right against unwarranted 
searche.s and seizures, but their right is waived 
when they join an extracurricular activity. Is drug 
testing a violation of student rights or a needed 

policy to regulate drug use in schools? 
As stated in our current United States gov­

ernment book, the Fourth Amendment is still in­
tact and used in our judicial system. Jim Spears, 
history teacher, said that anything within the 
school grounds is school property, therefore if 
the school has suspicion against an athlete, it may 
take action in testing. This includes the search ­
ing of Jockers as well. 

There are many ways to test. There is a urine 
test, a blood test, and a hair test. Urine testing is 
the least expensive method but it can be faulty. 
The person taking the test urinates in a cup and 
the cup's contents are tested . 

When a test is performed there should be a 
follow-up to ensure the test results are accurate. 
The blood test is the.most expens ive of the tests 
because a specialist ensures that the proper safety 
precautions are followed. Blood is drawn from 
a specimen and it is then tested for drugs . 

The hair test is performed by sampling a 
strand of hair from the person being tested. This 
method can detect drug usage within a window 
of 90 days. 

Any of these methods could be quite costly. 
The cost of a test depends on the amount and 
type of drugs being tested for. 

At schools that already partake in drug test­
ing, failure of a tesrdoes not appear on a student's 
record. If a student is tested , the tests are to re­
main confidentia l. 

Any school that tests for drugs must ensure 
that the procedures are pe1formed correctly and 
a student is not falsely accused . If a student is 
falsely accused and a false positive arrives the 

school could potentially get 
sued. This is why drug te$t-. 
ing can prove very costly. 

As of now, there is one 
instance where school and ; 
drug testing collide. When 
a student wishes to take 
part in a sport, they are 
required to have a cur­
rent physical on file . 
There is a urine 
sample taken as part 
of the physical. 
Laura Heline, se-
nior, who plays soc-
cer and softba ll 
didn't mind that sec-
tion of the physical. 
She said, " You 
only have to be 
worried if you 
have something 

to hide."■ 

What's in YOUR bladder? 

~<:, .... 
«_,v~ 

Amphetamines 

Steroids CL 
(.) 
CL 

-----

Security shortage encourages ski • p1ng 
Patrick Sims 

Staff Writer 

the current security we have. 
Try as they may, security guards cannot be in 

every place at once . A ' ' 
few do have certain 

past the security at the front doors, as if unno­
ticed. Some students haven't worn an ID all year, 

except on special occasions . 
And these people ju st go un­
touched by security's reach. 

Many students °'.s"k.ip every 
day, but most of them don ' t 
even leave the building. 

is, but wouldn't it be better if we could just zoom 
in on the car and get a license plate number? 

Terrorism has invaded our school! Or at least 
that's what administrators seem to believe. We 

have safety 

• • op1n1on precautions 
for every ­
thing, a large 

areas that they patrol. 
These are 'high traffic 
areas 'where skippers 
tend to accumulate. 
One person cannot do 
as much damage as a 
group, but I've seen 
some people that can 

Where do they go? They 
go into every ·nook and 

__ _ ___ __,,--,---- - - ---- cranny this building has. But 
we just don't have the man­

power to check all these places at once. 

Many students skip every day, but 
most of them don't even leave the 

building. Where do they go? 

Also, as some may have noticed, you see stu­
dents leaving the building all the time without a 
word being said to them. Now, some students do 
have cadet teaching or co-op or just plain don't 
have classes , but how can security be sure that 
the students leaving fall into that category with­
out checking first? 

We've go t roughly 1,700 students in this 
school, and only a handful of security to keep 
track of them all. There are four floors in this 
building, but not enough security to patrol every 
floor. 

number of 
students at Riley don't follow these plans. JDs 
are not worn, lunches are skipped , and so are 
classes. A handful of students haven ' t even seen 
the lunchroom this year. 

do more damage alone than with a group of 
friends. 

True, we do not have that many security 
guards . We also don't have enough cameras . 
Since there are fewer security guards, maybe the 
ones we have should be stricter. And then, we have our security guards run­

ning around in the midst of it all, trying to fix an 
unfixable problem. At least, it can't be fixed with 

Some students walk into the building in the 
morning every day with no TD on. They brush 
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What we lack in security guards , we try to 
make up for in cameras . Although we do have 
cameras and backup videos of the day's events , 
we just don't have cameras in all the needed 
places . 

Look at the vandalism going on in the park ­
ing lot. We may be able to tell what type of car it 

Our security just isn't up to snuff as of right 
now. Some of the fault may lie with a shortage 
in staff. Some of it may lie with a lack of secu­
rity equipment as well. In the meantime, we all 

must work with security to solve the problem.■ 

iEditorial 
Slippery when wet! 

Yet again, the scourge of Napoleon'.v armies, General Winter, has returned on bis yearly 
migration from Russia to Michiana. Perennially, the winter months have been unpredictable and 
even debilitating in the South Bend, Elkhart, and Mishawaka areas. 

Dangerous roads come with the territory, and the only thing you can do about it is drive 
carefully . But, when students get up at 7 a.m. and make the trek to school, they should not have to 
risk their lives in their very own school parking lot. 

The student lot is already sheeted in glacial slabs of ice, which are conven ient ly hidden by the 
snow. It really does not make for good footing, as well as safe parking for the students who've 
been up until all hours of the night doing homework, or pretending to do homework while 
chatting online with their new DSL lines. 

About 6 a.m. on Decemb'.er 9, social studies teacher, Ed Linetty slipped and fell on his way 
from the teacher's parking lot to ·che building . He cracked some of the bones in his wrist, and its 
badly bruised. Unfortunately, not:all of' the students and faculty at Riley are that resilient. 

According to principal Stan Markavitch, the sidewalks are the responsibility of the building 
custodia l staff. However this is dependent upon the amount of manpower and equipment available 
to the custodians . It seems that the i\:Y fj~rds in and around the parking lot are another symptom 
of our corporation's distinct and dist_res_sing lack of funds. 

However the Review Staj.fbelieves that salting the steps , sidewalks, and parking lots is an 
economica l and effective means of reducing the hazard. 

We believe a diligent effort needs to be made to reduce the risk of injury to both staffers and 

students alike.■ c: ~ 
, , 
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Whoa, Baby! • One teen 's story of labor 
and delivery • 

Lisa Washington 

Staff Ut1'iter 

I had just fin ishe d a foot -long sub from 
Subway. As I took my last bite, I felt a sharp 
pain in my belly. It was my first contraction, 
which felt like violent punch ing and kicking. I 
immediately screame d out in pain as my mother 
came running. She was frant ic and soon went 
blank, as I began to panic . 

By thi s time , I had s lowly craw led to the 
bathroom . My mother's cries see med to yell, 
· What should -! do?' After searc hing for a phone, 
she dialect' 9-1-1 and exp lained our situation. I 
was sitting on the bathroo m noo r in too much 
pa in to move. 

As the paramedics arrive d, I was n1oved into 
the hallway and checked for abnorma l sig ns. 
Everyon e was standing around me with shocke d 
looks on their faces. After being loaded on a 
stretcher, I was rushed to Memorial Hospital . 

Dur ing th e 

tt 

to get dizzy and almos t fain ted. The nurses 
fetched her a cha ir and a glass of orange jl1ice. 

Within 15 minutes, I felt no pain as the shot 
bega n to take effec t. My body felt like Jell -0 
and tryin g to move it was like trying to control a 
waterbed 's motions. The waiting was so tiring, 
I soo n drifted into sleep. 

My doctor came in to check me about a half­
hour later. I was dilated at nine cent imeters and 
despite the doctor's wishes, I began to push. 

Once I was officially approved to begin labor, 
my mother held one of my legs as I began an 
experience that will forever change my life . 
However, the labor was too much for her and 
she fainted. 

Meanwhile, I took nine good pushes and on 
December l4, 200 1 at 12:42 a.m., my baby was 
born. I named her Tyonna Marie and she weighed 
six pounds six ounces at b irth. The moment it 
was over, 1 knew my life would never be the 
same . 

Becom ing a teenage mother has changed me 
sig nifica n tly. I ha ve to 
adm it that it was a 
drastically to ugh change, 

am bul ance ri de, m y 
contractio ns grew closer 
together and the pain 
intensified. Jt seemed as 
if the driver hit every 
pothole possib le just to 
make the exper ien ce 
harder for me. With 

I would never want to change 
what happened and will never 
wish to turn the clock around. 

but one I never regret. I 
have a respons ibility to my 
child's ne eds and wants. 
Having her depend on me 
gives me a very materna l 
feeling. 

everyth ing moving in 
slow motion, I felt ready 
to die . 

-Lisa Washington, Senior A child is not like 
a doll you can pick up or 
leave behind. Full-time care 
comes alo ng with the 
decision to have a baby. 

Once I a rri ved, I 
could only thin k about 
sleepi ng. It seemed so '' tempting to close my eyes and drea m. I was 
checked to see how much I had dilated and at 
four centimeters I was advise d to walk around . 

After 20 minutes and many more 
contraction s, I was put back in bed where the 
pain was lessened. Since it wasn't helping the 
birth progress along, r was told to take a warm 
shower . 

About 90 minutes later, I was checked again. 
Six centimete rs into dilation, I felt hungry, big, 
and ext reme ly tired . 

Hooking me up to an LY. was the paramedics ' 
next duty while I prepare d for an epidural due to 
intense pain . My mother was my only comfort 
as I laid my head against her body while waiting 
for my injection. 

As if this weren't eno ugh, my mother began 

Braid policy still unraveling 

DEAR EDITOR, 

I know you probably get this complaint 
a lot and that's because it's a big issue. Why can' t 
boys wear braid s in their hair? None of the stu­
dents here see the big dea l. It 's stereo typ ing 
teachers and principa ls that have the big prob ­
lem with this issue. J see some afros that look 
like someone got a little to hungry and took a 
big bite out of them . I'm white, and I have long 
hair. I like to braid my hair too. I'm sure I'm not 
the only one. People wou ld appea r more decent 
looking if they wore braids instead of our naps 
we ca ll hair. We're here to learn, not to worry 
about what we' re wearing. We should be able to 
wear what we want. Isn't tha t discriminatio n? If 
not, then I don't know what is. 

Sincerely, 

Zach Klaudusz tl:;J 

Balanci n g 
schoo lwork with sleep has proved hardest for me. 
I ca n't decide for myself when I go out or what I 
can do anymo re; my child does . 

A lthough I would never recommend 
becom ing a teenage mother, it isn' t all bad. Of 
course my social life has been in a strain and I 
cannot go have fun with my friends as often as 
before, but having so mething you love so mLich 
in your life makes up for any ill will. 

I will say this aga in: I would never want to 
change what happene d and will never wish to 
turn the cloc k arou nd. My life is different, but 
they say change is good . I now know what they 
mean.■ · 

Exceptional tardies 

DEAR EDITOR, 

I have a transportation problem that be­
gan two weeks ago. First of all, my cousin got 
into an accident in my mom 's van. A week later, 
my mom was driving my cousin's car and hit a 
parked truc k. My sister and I have missed a lot 
of schoo l because of these problems and we are 
late if we do make it to school. We are from 
LaSalle and we chose to come to Riley. Although 
we were promised a bus, none have shown up 
yet. I've tried to explain to my teachers why 
I'm continua lly late or miss schoo l, but I fee l 
like a bad student. I'm writing simply to get 
across my concern about receiv ing all my due 
credits and making up my absences . 

Sincerely, B~~ \~ 
Dominique Sugg s tl:;J 

The girls keep positive 

DEAR EDITOR, 

BABY LOVE: Lisa Washingt on, senior, holds her daughter , Tyonna Marie . 
Tyonna turned one year old on December 14. 2002 

Bathrooms out of stock 

DEAR EDITOR, 

I would like to complain about the atro­
ciously kep t gir ls' re strooms at Ril ey High 
Schoo l. If I'm lucky enough to find a restroom 
unlocked, I walk in to find the floor flooded, bath­
room stalls locked, used femini ne products, and 
a complete disa rray of filth. When I finally find 
a clean restroom , there is no toilet paper. If I 
would like to wash my hands I usually discover 
there is no soap or paper towels . Janitors get paid 
to clean them and keep things filled. If they don't 
want to do the work, then I have a piece of ad­
vice: FIND A DIFF ERENT JOB! No wonder 
people are late to class . 

Sincerely, kt 
AmyGuyb~ 

Let the talent shine, . please 

DEAR ED ITOR , 

I'm with the band 

DEAR EDITOR, 

I'm concerned about band. We never 
get any recognition . We try our hardest to make 
the games more enjoyable ... but nobody cares . 
Every year, someone in the crowd feels the need 
to yell obscene things at us and it doesn't seem 
fair that we take suc h abuse. You may not know 
it, but the Riley band goes to differ ent competi ­
tions every year. In fac t, we are currently pre­
paring for our biggest competition ever . How­
eve r, I doubt many students will show up to show 
support . I'm frankly tired of peop le not caring! 

Sincerely,~ ().~ 

Stephanie Sinka tl:;J 
Are we ghetto? 

DEAR EDITOR, 

What is goi ng on with this school? 
There are so many rumors being spread to other 

:- schools abou t how bad and ghetto Riley is. Par-

Whathappened to the support the girls' Ma ny students have heard rumors that ents even seem to believe this is true and many 
basketball team used to receive? We've lost two w1·11 not send the1·1· k1'ds here w· ·hy a1·e \Ve oet - there may not be a talent show this year. I would · · "' -
games, but our spir its are still high . Many have personally be very upset if this is true . My band ting the bad rep whe n we are considered a Blue 
said we're losers now. I don't understand how mates and I were going to make our debut ;per- Ribbon School? I think we are labeled as 'ghe tto' 
anyone can say that when our team practices hard formance this year during the show. 1 would like simply because of our location. I think students 
and tries their best. That exp lains a winn ing at- student council to rethink the talent show because and parents alike sho uld rethi nk these accusa­
titude if you ask me. The only thing bringing us many are interes ted in it and it ra ises much - t1ons and take a look around . Ri ley High Scho~I 
dow n right now is peoples' negative conunents needed money for our school~ produces man y we ll-educated stude nts and 1s 
abo ut the team . Please think twice before cut- G Jir-focused on fu lfill ingmir _needso .. ff this is ghetto 
ting us down. We will still claim victo(y this Sincerely, then I will be the {11st to apolo,,1ze. 

year. '?.. rl~ /) ?.. r l°C'~ 
Srncerely , -..LJ...2"""-'___:____1 '..d:/,t~ J B Id. 4..... Sincerely, J..J...2<LA-'___:____1 , ~ 

{I on a 12011 ~ {/ 

Beatr ice Pedraza tl:;J Beatrice Pedraza tl:;J 



Viewpoints The Review • December 2002 Page 8 

The Letter Grad.e: 
Should letter ·jackets be allowed? 

The rules should apply 
to all; jocks included 

It 's a typica l school day. The teacher hushes her students after 
the bell rings. The room is freezing, but the teacher instructs all of 
the, stt1dents to put the_ir jacke ts in their lockers, in accordance 
with school policy. The students get up to leave, but a few stu­
dents wearing letter jackets remain . 

The other students return , shivering, while the jocks sir back, 
warm in their coats. Does that seem right to you? It certain ly 
doesn't to me. I praise principal Stan Markavitch's decision to 
enforce a unilateral ban on all coats in the classroom . 

For decades, athletes have been given special treatment for 
their abilities. They are known to get special favors, breaks from 
teachers, and less 
homewo r k . 

How far will it Sarah 
go? If athletes were 
allowed to wear their 
jackets while the rest 
of us freeze, it would 
have perpetuated the 
sense of favoritism. 

Michalos 

Sports Editor 

Though the future is a major concern , the prese nt shou ld be 
focused on now. What kind of message were administrators giv­
ing off by favor ing athletes over others? 

This rule was especially unfair considering the temperature of 
the school. It's freezing here at Riley; even heavy sweaters don't 
keep students warm. It's a proven fact that a warm environ ment 
helps stimulate the brain. In cold environments, students' brains 
shut down, prohibiting them from concentrating in their classes. 

By letting all students wear j ackets, we'd be promoting a 
learning environment. However, a major concern with al­
lowing jackets to be worn is the threat of students possi ­
bly hiding weapons or contraband items in their coats . 

With the styles of today's clothing, including loose 
sweatshi1ts and baggy pants, weapons could be easily hid­
den in any outfit. If certain students were allowed to wear 
jackets in class, would that mean they were less likely to 
smuggle weapons and drugs into school? 

Why don't we ask Mr. Markavitch to remove his suit coat , 
since NO jackets are allowed in school. That's ridiculous, right? 

Just like letting studen ts freeze while they have warm coats 
• • stowed away in their 

--- --- •~'--'~----- --- lockers is ridiculous. 

Why don't we ask Mr. Markavitch to 
remove his suit coat, since NO jackets 
are allowed in school. That's ridiculous, 
right? 

-Sarah Michalos, Spm'ls Editor 

All studen ts 
have equal rights, and 
the rules apply to ev­
eryone. Or so we ' re 
told, and that's why I 
support outlawing all 
coats, even letter jack­
ets. 

Just think, this 

'' rule concerni ng letter 
jackets lasted only two weeks . It's a good thing that this rule was 
changed quickly, because it could have led to more serious prob­
lems betwee n students. 

Students, like myself, who don ' t own letter jackets, would have 
complained to no end . It was just a matter of time before that silly 
rule was abol ished, but, surprisingly, we didn' t have to wait long. 
I applaud the administrato rs for making a wise decision and sup­
porting all stude nts, not just athletes . 

The current rule we have, 'no jackets or coats allow ed in class­
rooms', should be enforced. If any changes were to be made, they 
should be to allow everyone LO wear their coats. The rules apply 
to everyone, no matter who they arc.■ 

. . . . 

;I , : 
. ' 

.. .; ' i~------
:l; . . 
i 

!.JC~) 

Letter jackets 
show school spirit 
What is wrong with students showing Riley pride by wearing 

their, or their friend's, letterman jackets? 
What if you take the bus and you don 't have time to run to 

your locker after sixth period? You should be able to take it to 
class, so you don ' t miss your bus or ride . 

What if you are walking in the doors as the bell rings, you 
have your first hour books in your hand and a letterman j acket 
on? Your teacher might send you to lockout and you will miss out 
on your educational time. 

Many people feel that it is all right to wear letterman jackets in 
their classes during school hours. I am one of them. 

Jamie ~ 
Shirtz 

Sta.ff Writer 

Teacher and head foot-
ball coach, Jim Berger, 
said, "Yes, 1 do think 
athletes should be able 
to wear them because 
they have earned them 
and they only show 
school pride." 

"Yes," Donald Peck, senior, says, "we should be allowed 
to wear them because it' s a way to show how active you 
are in the school and show your accomplishments ." 

Students occasionally wear their letterman jackets dur­
ing school hours to their classes and most of the teachers do 
not seem to mind. Why should they mind? Students are 
showing school spirit. 

A letterman jacket is nothing bad. It has no gang sym­
bols, foul language, advertisements, or anything bad on it at 

all. ltj usl has patches that students have earned, the year they 
graduate, their first and last name, and sometimes a school logo. 

There' s nothing bad, nor offensive, on the jackets . Principal 
Stan Markavitch doesn't have a problem with studen ts wearing 

them. "I think that it promotes school spirit," he said. 
I can understand that some people see it as a jacket and as a 

j acket only, but they need to look at it from another person's 
point of view. Students have earned the patches on the 

_..,.... jackets . Why can't they show them off at the school that < they earned them from? Like I have said before, there is 
• nothing bad, nor offensive, on the j ackets. 

;., 

-l: If you are 
-not able to wear __ , _____ , _ _ 

"Yes, we should be allowed to wear 
them because it's a way to show how 
active you are in the school, and show 
your accomplishments." 

a· Jette1man jacket, 
wjiy should you be 
able to wear a class 
ring, or a hooded 
sweatshirt (hoodie) 
or shirt with your 
sport and , some - . 
times, your last name -Donal,d Peck, senior 

(or nickname) on it? 
It'pretty much shows 
the same thing as a 
letterman jacke t. '' A letterma n jacket is simply someth ing that students have 
earned and (should) have the right/privilege to wear. 

As for the LaSalle letterman jackets, I think that they should 
be allowed to be worn because it is not the students' fault that 
LaSalle was closed . They had no say in their school's demise . 

I know that it is the school corporations' rule and that's why 
some teachers agree with it, but rules can be changed and so can 
some minds. I' ll say it again; there is nothing wrong with show­
ing your school pride by weari ng a lellerman jacket.■ 

. . . . 

Ph · · •·_ · · .· - . . · - . ·ng eta 1 

Rtbtcca fj 
"Yes; because 

you have accom 
thescho 

DaYiil Saildsiitart, l1 
''All jackets should be 

alfow.ed or no jackets at 
all." 

,TI 
nk so. If it's . 

cold outside, dress 
warmly." 

msha Umantki, 10 
"Yes, they should be able 

to wear any jacket." · 

--
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Riley strives for state 
Suntana Granderson 

Sta.ff Writer 

When people look at Riley 's basketba ll team 
this seaso n. they might say; "We will make his­
tory this seaso n in girls' and boys' basketball. 
With the c losing of LaSalle, Riley acquired some 
of the top players in town . 

Former boys ' varsity coach Tom Debaets 
resigned last year. Coach Ma rk Johnson from 
LaSalle , who led his team to a sectional victory 
last season, has taken over the job and has 
brought good talent with him. 

"The team can' t really wo1Ty about what went 
on at LaSalle last seaso n; they can only focus on 
this season," said Coach Johnson. 

The new players are hoping to turn last year 's 
losing season into a fantast ic season, Johnson 
said. 

"You can' t compa re the guys who went to 
LaSalle last year and those who went to Riley. 
They both have come together to make a team, 
so the only way you can look at it is we are all 
one team," he said 

"R iley is looking good every day in practice 
and is working hard on and off the court," he 
said. The players who plan to help make this sea­
son successful are; guard Vynsynt Vann, center 
Brandon Dixon, and shooters Brandon Prince, 
and Brandon Patton . 

"Our goa l is to make this seaso n one that we 
will always remember, and all the players know 
what it will take to be the better team," Patton 
said, " We can never let up on anyone . We will 
always have to come to play no matter what." 

The team is looking for Patton to step it up 
big time, and put everything in faster motion this 
year. Vann will also be a major factor for Riley 
this season, coming from LaSalle . He scored 18 
poin ts per game, and tossed around approxi­
mately eight assists per game . He hopes to be­
come the best point guard that Riley has ever 
had. 

The players know that they are the talk of 
the streets, but they say they can't let little things 
like that interfere with the ir game. They have to 
keep focus throug hout the whole seaso n. Prince 
said, "The team should stay positive about ev­
eryth ing, we should never think negative about 
anything ifwe are a team ." 

Johnson sa id, "We really can't judg e our­
selves until we play someone." Johnson also 
thinks that you really can't prepare for who's 
next, everyth ing that they work on in practice is 
for whoever is on the schedule. The team has a 
lot of trust in themselves, and wants to be the 
best of the best in the midwest. 

Vann said," Not to get a big head or noth.ing, 
but to me no one around sho uld be able to stop 
us if we play together. " 

He also feels that they have too much quick­
ness, height, and bench to be stopped. The team 
feels that they have a statement to make and they 
won't stop until they make it. 

The team opened the season 4-1, bouncing 
off the loss to Goshen on November 30, and com­
ing back to crush Glenn on December 3. The 
explos ive guard Vann led the way with 24 points, 
9 assists, and shot J 2-17 from the field. 

It was an excellent night for Vann on Tues ­
day as they crushed Glenn 100-64. "We still have 
things to work on, but things will only get better 
for us," said Vann. Over the week.end the boys 
played East Chicago Central, and won with a 
score of 81-72 . 

Jud ging from the last four games the team . 
feels there is still work to do. Prince said, "The 
team did well by execut ing the offense and con­
verting the shots, but we feel we need to work 
on defense." 

Forward Demetriu s Avance thinks that the 
team needs to work on comm unication, as well. 

When asked how he motivates the guys be­
fore a game, Coach 'J' replied, "You can only 
motivate the kids who want to be mot ivated by 
the things the coaches say, those who don't want 
to be moti vated are the ones who get sent home . 
There is no particular way you can motiva re 
someone."■ 

All the children in Mr. 

CAN'T TAKE IT 
AWAY:John 
Duke, junior, 
runs down the 
court after 
making an 
impressive steal 
from an East 
Chicago player. 

Johnson's Neighborhood say: 
CAN'T TAKE IT 
AWAY: Coach.Mark 

Johnson gives a '----
friendly pound to his 
varsity player Vynsynt 
Vann 

Christen Scogins 
Sta.ff Writer 

With a new teacher and new varsity boys' bas­
ketball coach, what can we expec t to see on the 
court this year? 

A lot of fans are curious to see what coach 
Mark Johnson has in store for the team this year. 
Adam Chodz inski , LaSalle graduate and 
Johnso n's former manage r said," You can ex­
pect tradition. He is able to find talent that oth­
ers aren 't able to see." 

Johnson transferred to Riley this year after 
his position at LaSa lle was elimin ated due to 
schoo l wide redistricting. 

Adam Scholtes and other fans said, "We 
would like to see the spirit brought back to the 
boys' basketball team." 

Johnson is a new teacher at Riley and the new 
basketball coach . Johnson said, "Every one has 

f went out of their way to 1nake n1e feel extremely .,., 
:i,J 

I ■ See Johnson: on page three 
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Ready? Okay! Cheerleaders prepare 
tough new routines 

Sarah Michalos 
Sports Editor 

T hey withstand grueling try-outs where 
on ly the strongest survive. They practice 
for three hours every day they don't have 

a game. Their sport is their life. Who are they? 
Wrestlers? Sw immers? Basketball players? 
Wrong. They ' re cheer leaders. 

"Cheer leading is an extremely hard and time­
consuming spon. It's not all fun and games," said 
Sarah Taylor, junior. Taylor has been cheering 
since she was in sixth grade, and even though 
cheer ing is cha llenging, she enjoys every sec­
ond of it. 

The squad spends many afternoo ns in the 
gym practicing their cheers, stunts, and dances. 
They start out every practice by cheer ing the 
schoo l song 'full out', as if they were at a game. 
The girls also strive for hitting the hardes t stunts 
and pyramids. "We stay focused by setting dai ly 
goals and working until everything is perfect, or 
is as close to perfect as we get," said Taylor. 

During try-outs, perfection counts for every ­
thing. The re are many requirements to become 
a chee rleade r; first and foremost, grades. Other 
requ irements are technique, (jumps, tumbling , 
stiffness of motions), attitude, (smil ing, voice 
projection , enthusiasm), and comm itment to the 
sport . 

This year the gir ls are adjusting to their new 
coach, Becky Kelly. Kelly decided to fill the void 
in the coach's posit ion to spend more time with 
her daughter, Heathe r Kelly, a freshman cheer ­
leader. "This is my first time coaching anything," 
said Kelly, "I'm just going with what I know." 
Kelly was a chee rleade r when she was in high 
schoo l, so she has some experience . 

The members of the squad feel that their new 
coach has helped make their season a success so 
far. "She is very organized and caring. She is 
someone we can talk to," said Ashley McK.issic, 
senior. 

Charlette Hawkins, sophomor e, thinks that 
Kelly's creativ ity helped raise money for the 
chee rleaders . "She came at the beginning of the 
year when we didn't have a coach and started 
coming up with all kinds of ideas," she said . 
Kelly organized several fundraisers to help fund 
the gir ls ' uniforms and buy T-shirts and 
sweatshirts . 

Even though Kelly spends lots of time with 

the girls during practices and games, they often 
come over to her house to 'hang out' and play 
music. "I have so many kids calling me 'Mom' 
now," sa id Kelly, "my 
house is always full!" 

Kelly has seen a lot of 

also had a rewarding cheer ing experience , and 
plans on staying on the squad in future years . 
"For the most part it has been worth it because 

- it's something that I enjoy 
doing," she said. 

· All of the girls 

improveme nt in the girls' 
ski lls since she started 
coaching. "JV never 
stunted before, and they 
are now ," Kelly said, 
"an d varsity is doing 
more with stunts ." Kelly 
gives the girls more free-

"Cheerleading is an extremely 
hard and time consuming sport 

It's not all fun and games." 

enjoy cheering now, but de­
cided to cheer for different 
reasons. "l would go to the 
Riley bask etba ll games 
with my brother when he 
was in high school and I 
saw the cheer leaders ," said 
Taylor, " they would talk 

-Sarah Tayl01; Junior 

dom than they had be­
fore, because she fee ls 
that the more freedom the 
girls get, the more creative they'll be. '' However, the girls are satisfied with the ir 
squad and their cheerin g exper iences. "I Jove 
every minute of it !" Jesswein said. Hawkins has 

and smile at me and I was 
like, 'Mommy, I want to be 
a cheerleader ' !" 

Jesswe in thought 
cheerlead ing looked fun . "My friends talked me 
into it," she said. Hawk.ins also joined because 
of her friends . "My friends talked me into it be-

cause I can't play anything that involves balls!" 
she joked . 

Despite their reasons for joining the squad, 
the girls feel like they're practically family. They 
joke around about seeing each othe r so much, 
they should just buy a big 'cheer house' and live 
together. "Basically, our only day off is Sunday," 
Taylor said . 

However, the girls want to stay focused on 
cheering and continuing to work hard this year 
to achieve great things . The squad's mottos are, 
"We must be the best of the best!" and "Never 
give up!" 

These mottos are taken seriously, and so are 
the memories the squads shares. "We have so 

much fun together; 
we' JI talk of our 
cheerleading ca­
reers for yea rs 
to come' " she 
said. ■ 

Andrew Kirk.~e!J, EdUnr-in-Chief 

GO-TEAM!!!: The Varsity cheerleading squad cheers the boys' basketball team to victory at a recent game against East 
Chicago. Linda Johnson and Becky Hannah perform the 'cradle' technique here thanks to their new coach, Becky Kelly. 

Coach Kelly lifts cheerleaders to new heights 

Jamie Shirtz 
Staff Writer 

They think she' s a student, but she's a coach . 
Becky Kelly heads up the cheerleading squad in 
order to spend more time with her daug hter, 

Heather, a junior varsity cheerleader. 
Kelly is very creative when it comes to build­

ing floats and creating fundra ise rs. "Martha 
Stewart is nothing compared to her!" said a few 
of the cheerleaders. 

She is very supportive of the girls, and even 
helps them out with fundraisers. You might have 
recognized her at the cheerlead ing team 's car 
wash, when she had porn-pons and was jump ing 
up and down and yelling for the people to come 
unti l she was hoarse. 

"She [Kelly] gets along very well with us," 
said Linda Johnson, junior and varsity cheer ­
leader. "If we don ' t listen, she may yell at us, but 
other than that we get along great !" 

"She doesn't put up with foul language or 

snotty attitudes," added Johnson. "She makes 
sure that we remember that we are one team and 
not indiv idual teams [freshman, junior varsity 
and varsity]. We have learned that we need to 
work together as one team, because it's all for 
the better." 

Kelly would like to be the coach for as she 
can. "She enjoys her job and working with the 
girls very much," said her daughter Heather, 
freshman. 

Kelly does not have an assistant coach but 
she does have two managers : Jamie Shirtz, 
sophomore, and Amanda Haddock, freshman . 

Th e two managers help out with the 
fundraisers, and help Kelly out in any way pos ­
sible. Whethe r it may be with the -fundraise r, or 

even just keeping the girls in line at practice, 
they are more than happy to help. 

During practices, Kelly makes sure that 
the cheerleaders [and lifters] stretch conect ly 
and don ' t slack off. Before they start to work 
on their cheers and pyram ids, they cheer the 
school song . They also do stomach crunches, 
push-ups,jumpi ngjacks, etc. When the cheer­
leaders and lifters 'build,' they have to be su­
pervised and have to be on the mats, in case 
they fal I. They all have lots of fun during prac­
tice. 

Although she is still new to her coaching 
duties, she still enjoys the job and has fun. 
She wants to cont inue coaching at Riley for 
the years to come. ■ 

Ice skating is r cool' option this winter if you follow the rules 
Becky Nljack 

Staff Writer 

Living in South Bend doesn't give you many 
options on things to do on the weekends. Bowl ­
ing, the movies, snowboarding, and ice skating 
are a list of things to do on a winter day. 

"Ice skating is very relaxing to me, it makes 
me feel Free," Jacquel ine Skwiercz , sophomore . 

Ice-skating is a fun way to exercise and chill 
out with friends. You never know, some day you 
could be the next Scott Hamilton or Tara Lipinski. 

ln South Bend, the rink is full on a Friday 
night with almost 100 people at Howard Park 
Ice Rink . Every session is full with students for 
around the area . St. Mary's, Riley, Clay, Adams, 

Washington, Penn, and Mishawaka are just a few 
of the varieties of lettermen jackets that you will 
see while you skate. 

Monday through Thursday, Howard Park only 
has one session per night, from 1 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. On Friday nights, they offer the weekly ses­
s ion and anot her sess ion 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. On 
Saturday, they offer a third 

According to them a city resident is· someone who 
lives in the South Bend city limits.for tliese resi­
dents it is $2 per session for students ages 6-18 
and $4 for adults . For the non-city residents, it is 
$3 for students and $6 for adults . Children under 
5 years old get in for free. Skate re~tais are $2 

per person per session. 
Once you get out 

onto the ice, there are a 
session from 4 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Sunday's sessions are 
1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., 4 p .m. 
to 6 p.m., and 7 p.m. to 9 

"I personally love holding onto 
the walls." 

few rules to follow: 

* Ska te the sa me 
d irection as everyone 

p.m. 
Howard Park charges 

according to where you Ii ve. 

-AlisanKitt, Freshman 

'' 
else · 
* Don 't knock any-
one down on purpose 
* No food or drinks 

on the ice 
The rink guards will give assistance if you 

need help, such as if someone fell down or got 
into a fight. 

Skating is not for everybody though . "The 
first time I went skat ing I went around the 1ink 
eight times and fell about 20 times . It was fun 
but not enough to go back. I hurt myself too 
much ," Julie Yander Weide, junior. 

" I hate ice-skat ing because when I was little 
I fell and got blood all over the ice. It is an okay 
date if you can actually skate, or else you'll just 
look stupid . I personally love ho lding onto the 
walls," said Alison Kitt, freshman . 

Just remember that if you have nothing to do 
during winter break, go to Howard Park . It's the 
newest hang-out in town.■ 
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Boys' swimming continues 
18 meet winning streak 

1 ' . ,,,, ... 

Kyle Hudak 

Staff Writer 

Our boys' swim team has taken out Mishawaka, 
clawed their way to the top at the Munster Relays, walked 
over Adams , and ju st plain beat St. Joe. It seems to be 
the beginning of a great seaso n, hopefully even better 
than the last. 

"Even with Penn in our sect io nal , we won't be 
stopped," said Alex Nimtz, junior . Kyle Ludwick, 
sophomor e, agrees, "It will be a grea t chance to push 
ourselves and reach new height s," he said. 

The team has a great lineup this year, including Kevin 
Blue, senio r and co-captain, and his younger brother Tim, 
freshman; Louis Cavadini, senior, and David Cavadini, 
sophomore; helping out is an amazing group of return ­
ing sw immer s who are going to make up the heart of 
this dedica ted team next year. 

New swimmers are alway s asking the veterans for 
help and 
advice on 

■ Johnson : 
(continued from cover) 

welcomed here ." 

can think of. One person who is easy to approach on 
these things is Chris Denton, senior . He's always will­
ing to help and make sure everyone tries their hardest. 

As much as they enjo y the support of hundred s of 
alumnae and dozens of parents and teachers, only-the 
team can dec ide to take the challenge and lay their best 
out along the lane lines . 

"I just write the workouts," said John VanDriessche, 
coach, "It's the boys who have to decide what they want . 
I cou ld stand aro und and breathe down their necks ev­
ery secon d of practice, but if they didn't want to get any 
better, it wouldn't do any good. Fornrnately, these boys 
know what they're capable of, and they know what they 
want: .a state championship troph y to bring home to the 
pool. " 

"I know we can make it there, but we can't hold any­
thing back. We have got to lay all our cards on the table 
and send a message ,to all the other teams that this is our 
year, so they better get out of the way or we' re going to 
run all over them," said Nathaniel Utz, sophomore. 

VanDriessche said, 'Tm afra id to think abont what's 
going to happen next year. We might not be on tl1e top, 
but hopefully we'll be in the top ten." 

The team is holding an undefeated record going this 
year with a current total of 18 meets that they've won in 
a row. "The only way this team can beat an undefeated 
season is to make that two undefeated seasons in a row, 
and it looks to be the case at hand this year," sai d "l will always have a special 

place for the LaSalle Lio11s, but I 
am loyal and glad to be a full Wild­
cat," say Johnson . 

how things 
work, how 
to improve 
y O U r 
stroke, and 
anything 
else they Ludwick.■ Andrew Kil-kseg, Edilor-in,Ckief 

DMNG INTO SUCCESS: The boys' swim team makes a stunning start 

Johnson has won four 
sectionals, two regionals and par­
ticipated in two semi -states at 
LaSalle . He has also won one sec­
tiona l, one regional and won one 
semi-state at Fon Wayne Dwenger 
High School during his career . 

The sem i-sta te win at Fort 
Wav11e Dwenger was a very impor­
tant game because it was the first 
semi -state win in the history of the 
school," Johnson sai.d. -

He has been a coach for 26 
years and plans to fin ish his 12 
years here. 

Johnson said that he really en­
joys what he is doing and is very 
happy to be here . 

Jolmson's goals this year are to 
·'get established to the program, be 
able to pace ourselves to play the 
best basketball game by tourna ­
ment time," 

'' My biggest goal is to get bet­
ter. You can only get better or 
worse, you can never stay the 
same , the game basketball can 
change one mentally, physically or 
emotionally,'" he added. 

Johnson's biggest challenges 
are to get players to be willing and 
able to do what is asked of them . 
The importance of the team is what. 
matters most to Johnson . 

As far as the team goes, 
Johnson says there is no difference 
between the LaSalle players and 
the Riley players. They have all 
come together as a big Wildcat 
famil y. 

Johnson said . •· The players 
made the family come together. 
It's amazing how they have come 
together. We all talked about trust, 
getting to know each other and 
learning how to play." 

Vann said that they all played 
with each other al two summer 
camps of over the summer, so that 
gave them a chance to get to know 
each other. 

Dixon, a former LaSalle st u­
dent and now a Wildcat said , ·• at 
the end of last year's season ev­
eryone sat down, and some of us 
aoreed wherever Coach Johnson 
:ent. that's where we would go". 
When asked if he thinks that his 
fans will follow him just to see him 
coach, Johnson said, ' · It's not 
about me. If there is enough pride, 
it will carry." Chodzinksi, how ­
ever, said that people will come 

just to see him coach .■ 

Would you like to qo to 

college for FREE? 

Then you need to check out the 
Lilly Endowment Community 

Scholarship Program 
of Ult 

Community Foundation of 
St. Joseph County. 

Download the guidelines and 
appllcalion rrom our website at 

www.cfsjc.orq or see your 
hiqh school counselor. 

Applkatlons must be received ·at the 
Community foundation 

office no later t~an January 20, 2001. 

at their November 8th swim meet. 

Vynsynt Vann: 
Driving down the courts 

Ashley Nance 
Staff Writer 

Varsity senior Vynsynt Vann has been 
playing basketball since the fomth grade. 
"I like it because it keeps me busy and 
gives me something to do in my spare 
time, " said Vann. 

Most people say that their role mod­
els are celebritie s. "My role mode ls are 
my parents . They ' re always there for me," 
said Vann. He looks up to his mom most. 
'Tm a momma's boy," added Vann. 

"Vynsynt and I are really close and he 
tells me everyth ing. He knows that he can 
count on me to support him and any de­
cision he makes," said his mother Lisa 
Vann . 

Vann may have left a family at 
LaSalle, but he came to Riley 
where be already ha s some 
family . Kyle Vann, is a se­
nior known for his danc­
ing in the group Caution. 

If you see these two 
guys walking down the 
hall you could tell they ' re 
brothers. "I knew a lot of 
people were going to say we 
look alike," said Kyle. 

However, the guys aren't as 
close as they seem. "We don't talk 
to each other that much. We only talk al 
schoo l," added Kyle, who doesn't live 
with Vynsynt. 

Vann also has long-time friends on 
Riley's basketball team, one of them be­
ing Brandon Patton. He's known for his 
oood looks and his basketball skills . Vann 
:nd Patton have known each other since 
the eighth grade. 

" It was a plus havin g him come to 
Riley. He's very unique, smart, humble, 
and a talented point guard," said Patton . 

''I've known Vynsynt for four years. 
He is a role model and we need more 
people like him on this, earth . I think 
he's a leader becau se he's like a coach 
on the court," said Andreo Harris, jun ­
ior. 

But desp ite his stardom, some feel 
that he is too shy. "If I could change one 
thing about him it would be for him to 

talk to more people he doesn't know," 
said Kyle . 

'Tm shy because l really don't like 

attention," said Vann. 
''This year's going to be a season to 

remember. We're both bener than ever," 
says Patto n. 

'Tm happy that he came here to Riley. 
It takes more pressure off of me by hav­
ing him as a teammate on the basketball 
court. The one things that is special about 
him is thllt he is smart and has skill to go 
pro (noi) he's more of a Division I 
player," said Harris jokingly. 

'Tm _going for the state champion­
ships," s_aid Vann. Vynsynt is looking for 
a college scholarsh ip, but he doesn't 

know where he wants to go yet.■ 

THE GRIP: 
Vynsynt Vann 
shows his 
strength by 
gripping the 
ball single 
handedly. 

,/J ~MttU4, ~ Specialty Supplies for: 
C"'.'"··_' 

22 
~ Cookies • Ca~e • Candy 

1 veARs ' • Weddmgs 

Mon.-Fri. 
10:00-6:00 
Sat 

Classes: Beginner to Ad­
vanced 

9 oo-
4
:oo Specialty Cake Stand Rental 

1034 E. EWING AT MIAM I And 
SOUTH BEND, IN 46613 
(574) 232-8991 Wedding Cake Tops 



Sports 

overcomes 
rocky start 

Ashley Beel~ert. 
Sta.ffWrtter 

The Riley hockey team did not 
have the start that they thought 
they ho~ for. They lost their first 
few games having their Iecord at · 
probably 6-8-3(ties)."[We bad a) 
&Jow start but l we are l turn.ing 
around,'' said Tom Pautz. senior 
captain. Despite their slow stare 
they :ire now working together and 
understanding what teamwork is 
all about, according to Fantz. 

Winning strategies 

"Om strategies for winning are 
to know where t(lanunates are and 
to talk, but then you can -1 have 
sttategy because hockey is tQO fast 
and you can't think, you just do,'' 
said Branden Balentine, junior. 

The guys think they have 
. enough skilHo go to stare and with 

skill comes the attitude to make it 
there , "I think we have the skill and 
porential to make tl to state," said . 
Kyle Vanderheyden. freshman. 

"The few: practice li we've had, 
we starred out with phY,sical skat- . 
ing drills then the break out drills. 
'.Break Out' means getting _ the 
puck up ro the sideboards and 
breaks it out of the zone. The · 
toughest tliliig to aecompl ish is the 
physical ska-ting drills and the 
mental break out drills, the drills 
you have. to anticipate what the 

• other player does," said Balentine. 

You gotta be tough · 

The hockey players say tb:at 
you have to be tough and have to 
be able to take the emotionaJ and 
physic;itl pain of the spo1t. ··11 is 
tough and it is hard at first but if · 
you are a true piayer, they will get 
throught said Baientine. 

''One of <)UT strengths is our 
chemistry togetherana we are also 
improving by being in shape since 
we have a new coach this year. He 
pushed us to the limit with intense 
practices. The goals of the rerun are 
to help younger players to be lllO­

tivated and to play weH, but my 
goal is to work as hard as I can," 
said Balentine. 

According to Balentine, ;'For 
that 30 seconds, it is the most in- · 
tense 30 seconds of the sport, and 
if we do not go to the rink pi:e­
pared, our performance reflects . 
that." 

The part about hockey that the 
guys like the best is checking. A 
check is when an opponent hits 
you and you falJ almost or every · 
time. ··1 like to hit the guys and 
watch the look on their face when 
they falLbutl like to use the term, 
lay them out,'' said Vanderheyden. 

The fans are a big part of the 
game performance, because when 
fans are present, the guys ,know 
peepJe are there watching them 
and cheering them on. There are 
speciaf fans that are called 'le~ 
Angels.' 

'Jee ,1nge/s' are female students 
a.ssigned 10 a hockey player who 
buys. or makes him a gift package 
the &ize of a shoebox or bigger. The 
'lee Angel' buys the phzyers caI).dy, · 
drinks. a1\d toys. The angels also 
go to the games and cheer on the 
gurs and travel with the guys so 

no inatter what, they have fans,■ 
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Markham leaves his mark 
Amanda Sommers 

Staff Writer 

Though they are often depicted as 
enormous musc le-bou nd miscreants 
thrashing one another on late night tele­
vision, wrestlers come in many shapes 
and sizes. Riley has a champion wrest ler 
in the shape of Mike Markham. 

A senior, Markham is ranked first in 
h is 189 pound 
weight class. 
Though he does 
get nervous before 

Field House and receiving a medal [for 
participating in the match] was cool ," he 
said. 

Markham truly enjoys wrestling, and 
it shows . "Markham is a good wrestler 
because he ra.kes it really seriously," says 
teanunate Carvell Wigfall, senior. 

His teammates have a very high opin­
ion of him. They think he's an excellent 
wrest ler and a great leader. Wigfall says 

that he considers 
Mark ham a leader 

because "he's in­
spirational." 

matches, he 
doesn't let it get to 
him. "You j ust get 
out tl1ere and uy to 
beat you r oppo­
nent. You don't re­
al ly think about 
anything e lse," 
Markham said. 

"You can't prepare for just one 
meet, you have to prepare 
every day in practice; and 

conditioning is the best way." 

Markham consid ­
ers himself a 
leader. "People like 
to play around a lot 
and I constantly re­
mind them to 
stop ." 

-Mike Markham, Sen'ior Markham 
would like to be 

A lt hough he 
doesn't p lan on 
making a career 
out of wrestl ing, '' 

named game cap ­
tain . Captains are 
chosen by the 

he still spends a lot of time practicing , 
often up to three hours a day. "People 
think that practice is tough , and there is a 
lot of drilling. It may seem tough at first, 
but you get used to it," he conunented. 

Practice includes running, jumping 
rope, and practice wrestling. "You can't 
just prepare for one meet, you have to 
prepare every day in practice; and condi­
tioning is the best way." he said, "and the 
hardest thing about wrestling is staying 
in shape . Conditioning is my focus." 

Markham said that the best moment 
of his wrestling career was going to the 
state competition last year. "To see my 
face on the big television at the Conseco 

coaches , and the 
positio n is usually given to someone who 
cares about wrestling and maintains a se­
rious standard of behavior. 

Markham's goal this year as a wres ­
tler is to return to the state competition. 
He explai ns that he is different from other 
wres tlers because he has experience and 
believes tlrnt he pushes himself harder. 
Last year ' s match was Markham's best. 
He wrestled against the return ing state 
champion, but lost 3-0. "Even though I 
lost, a match that close is a great accom­
pl ishment. I would have rather won, 
though," he said. 

Markham's personal goal as a student 
this year is to raise his GPA to a 3 .3 or a 

3.4 . Next year he wants to attend a small 
community college. 

A student w it h a ful l schedule, 
Markham is a teacher's aide, and is in 
third year Spani sh, ceramics, economics, 
fourth year English , and earth science. 

Besides school and wrest ling 
Markham works at Meijer. "I spend most 
of my time outside of school at work ," 
he exp lains. He said that if he didn't have 
to work, he wouldn't, but Meijer is very 
flexible about his schedule and he likes 
that. 

He is also involv ed in PSI, which is 
where students from Riley go to Jackson 
and ta.lk to them about the importance of 
'Postponing Sexual Involvement. '■ 

lAYINGTHE 
MACK DOWN: 
Mike Markham, 
senior, is victori­
ous over Gavin 
Mack, senior. 

Th h th h . Girls' basketball team 
roug e 00p. begins the journey to victory 

Ashley Beelaert/Linda Johnson 

Sta.ff Writers 

The Lady 'Cats are back to their win­
ning ways with a 5-2 record. The girls 
are satisfied with their season so far, and 
many of the players look at basketball as 
a privilege and an opportun ity, not just a 
sport. 

"I want to be a contribution to the team 
whether it's scoring, or play ing defense , 
or j ust being a supporter," said Brittani 
Moody, senior. 

Whether or not they play, the girls 
have to prepare themse lves menta lly and 
physically for each game. "We do drills 
and run and run to keep ourselves in shape 
physically. Men tally, we focus on what 
is ne.eded to be fo-

Osbourne, junior. 
Both Megyes i and Norman said that 

they expect everyone to play hard every 
day. Since the team has practices daily 
except for game days and Sundays, the 
girls feel like family. 

The basketball season 1 asts for six 
months, and everyone will be toge ther 
until the season ends. The coaches and 
team agree that they spend more time with 
each other than with their families. 

Many players look up to their fellow 
teammates as ro le models. "I admire 
Suntana Granderson , not only because 
she is one of the best players, but also 
because she is always giving 110 per­
cent, " said Me lanie Dav is, sophomore. 

Davis also admires Granderson be­
cause she is always trying to improve her­
self; and Davis thinks she will go far in 

the future, and 
cused on, b ut the 
most important thing 
that we need to work 
on is he lping and 
supporting each 
other," sa id Jenny 
Swanson, junior. 

rr 
is very deserv ­
ing. 

" T h e 
team's stron ­

The team has 
changed a lot since 
last season, si nee 
they lost some good 
p layers. "We lost 
four very valuable 
sen iors: Dio n na 
Topps , Missy King, 
Myra Brazier, and 
Renee Chapman . 
We' re missing their 

"Mentally, we focus on what is 
needed to be focused on, but 
the most important thing that 
we need to work on is helping 

gest points are 
that we have "' 
great athletes 
and great 
people," said 
Megyesi. 

and supporting each other." However, 
the gi rl s are 
upset abo u t 
their two 
losses. "Right 
now they can't 
be as success ­
fu l as they 

-Jenny Swanson, J1tnior 

'' hustle and determination," said Mike 
Megyes i, coach. 

However, the girls aren't easi ly dis­
couraged. "We are doing fine so far but 
we need more work on intensity," said 
Crystal Norman, senior . 

"They start the game out strong, but 
for some reason, they seem to lose inten­
sity the last minutes of the game . They 
need to keep up the same high intensity 
throughout the whole game," said Tamera 

want with two losses," said Osbourne . 
The girls work hard at practices try­

ing to improve their skills. "My least fa­
vorite thing we do at practices is runn ing 
longs (13 lines back and forth) and shorts 
(seven lines also back and forth) ," said 
Norman , "but what I do like to do is 
shooting and defense drills." 

Although they do work hard, the 
team's main goa l is to have fun, and fun 
for a basketball team is winning titles . 

.CAN'T TAKE IT AWAY: Suntana Granderson, 
senior, shoots a three point shot at last Fiiday's game 
against Penn. The girls won the game, leaving them 
With a record of 5-2. 

"My goa l for this year is to win the NIC 
(Northern Indiana Conference) first , then 
we' ll concen trate on other things ," said 

Megyesi.■ 


